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I flew in a'_small plane with Helen and George Christian from
the Ranch back to Washington. This is a unique month in our life, a time

of slowing down, of quiet, a time‘"of sadness. And I approached leaving

‘Lyndon with a tentative unc'ervtaihffeeling -- perhaps even my..presence.
" would be helpful. And yet there are other things that need to be done
now. And one is a meeting'. of the audiovisﬁal committeé of the Library L

:whiéh if it does.n'vt take place on Sunday, the 18th, it will have to be

postponed unvtil'tl‘;e last of Séptembei because Dr. Grover is"g'oing to

Europe. And there were other things I wanted to do -- a little pa.rf:y for

Connie Freeman who is getting married, ‘and Orville and Jane are my

favorite peoplé in the Cabinet next to Seci'etary Rusk.' And I need to

work on all the films -- the moﬁthly Adiary type ~- that are béing grouna

out or slowed up; ‘depending on whether I look at the fsci‘ipts and th_é inter- .

1o¢k when they.ar-é ready_, having at fhe séme time the advice’froﬁ_n,

someoné closél iﬁ L‘yndon."sl office lik‘e Harry rMiddleton and l;he tejchni(':al -

movie judging éye_ of ;Tack Va.lent1 And a;s a sc.irt. of personé.l plun;q. I

Wantéd to iiave. a iittle a.ftéfrio_bé party for abéut 40 ér v50' éioéé frie‘-nds,_

ax'xd gi\;e, theﬁ: one of» the rr.x;.gr;.olia'srthat' had been pifopagat_e:d; from ‘thé“‘.

Elms or fr‘ond the Andrew Ja?:kspn magno.lia‘_he.re at‘ the White H.ousei';',
S0 'fbr. éll' thes;a reaéons I fiew back arriviﬁg a little af.te.r lunch

wh_ich I ate in a hﬁrry on a tray.‘ And then at 2:30 for the business of

: the day what principally‘brought me back to Washington -- the meeting




-

MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Sunday, August 18, 1968 | B “Page 2 .

of the audiovisual committee of the Library in the Treaty Room, Which '
I shall always think of as my own '"board of directors' room.
Dr. Stanton was faithfully on hand, and Dr. Grover with Arthur

Dréxier_ and'Gary Yarrington and Dorothy. Juanita was in Europe_'_a.nd

Busby in Texas. And Leonard Marks taking his children to or from

cafﬁp. Aﬁd Jack ”Vval‘enti 'a1."rived abogt 30 mir_xut'evs late; .Avll.'of whicll-;
‘ra;t:.her set thé- tone of thé me.et‘_ixllg -- of rhomenturlh.s 4slow.ing .down, of
enthusiasfn r.iis’sipatin'g:i 1 arﬁ sure t}ﬁs only a scintilla of' Wﬁat I mustv”
expect in many things. Nevértheless it was a'\‘rer_y usefui meetiz;xg offj.
.abc'aubt 3 hours; in.which two thingé at least bec..a'.me c;lea.r. One, for oﬁi' V
exl.xibibt ""life in the Whit;a _ﬁduse" we fnust hav.e'some réa.lly superior,
marvelous photOg_raph's' of the interidr. We degided'on the felléw Room, R
the East Room if poséiﬁle,h the West ,Ha.ll.l And very impo:’ftant, thé

President's office. Arthur Drexler mentioned Esra Stola as the great

=xxMitorat architectural phbtographer, and Frank Stantdn quickly agreed.

W e decided on getting him down here to take some pictures within the

next few weeks if p_ossible.. I urged them to try to do it while we were

“out of town. And the second achievement was a direct answer f_rorh
Dr. Stanton to Dr. Grover's question. 'Yes, both the major networks --

CBS and NBC would give to the Johnson Library a copy of all the footage

that théy had of Presidentix Johnson's own vspeeches ‘and‘events and trips

- during his presidency and closely related shows. They would do it in
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jthe yee.r |969 for tax purposes. .So we could expect it sometime after
January 20th. Dr._j ""Grover' and I felt at least this was pinned down.
The clourt reporter took e'very;'thing doWn. We_ pessed sandwiches and .
cooki.es atmi tea. We discussed'the respon‘ses to Dr. Grover‘s que‘stionnaire_ '
which.' had been meiled to White House irisitore.- Ahd surprieing it was not -
bearing out some of rn‘.y 'precon\ceived answers about the interest in
’ weddings ’for. instanoe. :

: We set Sunda.y, .September 29th, .a.,s our next meeting da.y | And
we left feeling that we had accomplished a good deal 51mp1y by grmding
away. |

| We walked through the Yellow Room and the Ee.‘svt Room with an
eye as to how we could use a great photograph of those roorns blown up
V',a.s a ba.ckdrop for exhibits in front of them that would tell of life in the
-White HOuse. Perhaps a few rmnutes of the film of Lynda s weddmg
or of a b111 signing in the East Room.
About 5: 30 I sa.id goodbye to them and began my second meetmg
. of the day This time LIZ and Simone and ‘I‘ony Loeb and Don Peterson‘
to work on the script for the West Hall sSkeais filming which will begin.
tomorrow -- the main reaeon ifor rny remrning. ‘I‘his lasted until 8:00;
and both.exhaueted.and eceelerated_ by the sense of useful work fortthe'
last six hours or so 1 seid goodnight to thern"all and settled down to a-
qniet bridge game with Lynda and Alan a;nd. sweet Mrs. Boyd, eatingi |
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my supper off a tray Whene\}er 1 was‘durrjrny._ It was a coqurtable,

cozy evening in the West Hall to the extent that one could close out the

~ world outside. The headlines had said that HHH was bending toward a
peaée plank in Viet-Nam. . And that another_President to whom we had.

~-come t_é feel close wé.s’pra.ctica.lly at death's door -- Eisenhower's

condition is extremely critic'al, the headlines’»read.. And the feeling

' i»c_ould not quite talk away that I should be with Lyndon the days of this

m onth, even Ithough these p'r'djects here c;alied out to be done.
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