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I  f lew  in  a  s m a l l  p la n e  w i th  H e le n  a n d  G e o rg e  C h r i s t i a n  f ro m  

the R a n c h  b a c k  to W ash in g to n . T h i s  i s  a  u n iq u e  m o n th  in  o u r  l i f e ,  a  t im e  

o f s lo w in g  dow n, of q u ie t ,  a  t im e  of s a d n e s s .  A nd I  a p p r o a c h e d  le av in g  

L y n d o n  w ith  a  t e n ta t iv e  u n c e r t a i n  fe e l in g  - -  p e r h a p s  ev en  m y  p r e s e n c e  

w o u ld  be  h e lp fu l .  A nd  y e t  t h e r e  a r e  o th e r  th in g s  th a t  n e e d  to be  done  

now . A n d  one  i s  a  m e e t in g  o f the  a u d io v is u a l  c o m m i t t e e  o f  the  L i b r a r y  

w h ic h  if  i t  d o e s n ' t  ta k e  p la c e  on Sunday, th e  18th, i t  w i l l  h a v e  to be  

p o s tp o n e d  u n t i l  the  l a s t  o f S e p te m b e r  b e c a u s e  D r .  G r o v e r  i s  going to 

E u r o p e .  A nd th e r e  w e r e  o th e r  th in g s  I w a n te d  to do - -  a  l i t t l e  p a r t y  f o r ,  

C o n n ie  F r e e m a n  w ho is  g e t t in g  m a r r i e d ,  a n d  O r v i l l e  a n d  J a n e  a r e  m y  

f a v o r i t e  p eo p le  in  the  C a b in e t  n e x t  to S e c r e t a r y  R u sk .  A nd  I n eed  to 

w o r k  on  a l l  the  f i lm s  - -  the  m o n th ly  d i a r y  type  - -  th a t  a r e  b e in g  g ro u n d  

o u t o r  s lo w ed  up , d ep en d in g  on w h e th e r  I lo o k  a t  the  s c r i p t s  a n d  th e  i n t e r - 

l o c k  w h e n  th e y  a r e  r e a d y ,  h av in g  a t  the  s a m e  t im e  the  a d v ic e  f r o m  

s o m e o n e  c lo s e  in  L y n d o n 's  o ff ice  l ik e  H a r r y  M id d le to n  a n d  the  t e c h n ic a l  

m o v ie  ju d g in g  eye  of J a c k  V a le n t i .  A nd  a s  a  s o r t  o f p e r s o n a l  p lum  I 

w a n te d  to h a v e  a  l i t t l e  a f t e r n o o n  p a r t y  f o r  a b o u t  40 o r  50 c lo s e  f r i e n d s ,  

a n d  give, th em  one of the m a g n o l ia s  th a t  h a d  b e e n  p r o p a g a t e d  f r o m  th e  

E l m s  o r  f r o m  the A n d re w  J a c k s o n  m a g n o l ia  h e r e  a t  the  W h ite  H o u se ;

So f o r  a l l  t h e s e  r e a s o n s  I  f lew  b a c k  a r r i v i n g  a  l i t t l e  a f t e r  lu n c h  

w h ic h  I a t e  in  a  h u r r y  on a  t r a y .  And th en  a t  2 :30  fo r  th e  b u s i n e s s  of 

the  d ay  w h a t  p r in c ip a l ly  b ro u g h t  roe b a c k  to W ash in g to n  - -  th e  m e e t in g
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of the  a u d io v is u a l  c o m m i t t e e  of the  L i b r a r y  in  the  T r e a t y  R o o m , w h ich  

I  s h a l l  a lw a y s  th in k  of a s  m y  own " b o a r d  of d i r e c t o r s ” r o o m .

D r .  S tan to n  w a s  fa i th fu l ly  on h an d , a n d  D r.  G r o v e r  w i th  A r th u r  

D r e x l e r  a n d  G a r y  Y a r r in g to n  a n d  D o ro th y .  J u a n i t a  w a s  in  E u r o p e  a n d  

B u sb y  in  T e x a s .  A nd L e o n a r d  M a r k s  tak in g  h i s  c h i ld r e n  to  o r  f r o m  

c a m p .  A nd J a c k  V a le n t i  a r r i v e d  ab o u t 30 m in u te s  l a t e .  A l l  o f  w h ich  

r a t h e r  s e t  the  tone  of the  m e e t in g  - -  of m o m e n tu m s  s lo w in g  down, of 

e n th u s i a s m  d i s s ip a t in g .  I  a m  s u r e  th is  on ly  a  s c in t i l l a  of w h a t  I m u s t  

e x p e c t  in  m a n y  th in g s .  N e v e r t h e l e s s  i t  w a s  a  v e r y  u s e f u l  m e e t in g  o f 

a b o u t  3 h o u r s  in  w h ic h  two th in g s  a t  l e a s t  b e c a m e  c l e a r .  O ne, f o r  o u r  

e x h ib i t  " l i f e  in  the  W hite  H o u s e " we m u s t  h av e  so m e  r e a l l y  s u p e r i o r ,  

m a r v e l o u s  p h o to g ra p h s  of the i n t e r i o r .  We d e c id e d  on the  Y e llow  R o o m , 

the  E a s t  R oom  if  p o s s ib le ,  the  W es t  H a l l .  A nd  v e r y  im p o r t a n t ,  the  

P r e s i d e n t ' s  o f f ic e .  A r th u r  D r e x l e r  m e n t io n e d  E zr a  S to ller a s  the  g r e a t  

xsKkkxDcai a r c h i t e c t u r a l  p h o to g r a p h e r ,  a n d  F r a n k  S tan to n  q u ic k ly  a g r e e d .  

W e  d e c id e d  on g e t t in g  h im  dow n h e r e  to tak e  s o m e  p i c t u r e s  w ith in  the  

n e x t  few  w e e k s  i f  p o s s ib l e .  I  u r g e d  th e m  to t r y  to  do i t  w h i le  w e w e r e  

o u t  of town. A n d  the s e c o n d  a c h ie v e m e n t  w a s  a  d i r e c t  a n s w e r  f r o m  

D r .  S tan to n  to D r .  G r o v e r ' s  q u e s t io n .  " Y e s ,  b o th  the  m a j o r  n e tw o rk s  - -  

C B S  a n d  NBC w ou ld  g ive  to the J o h n so n  L i b r a r y  a  c o p y  o f a l l  the fo o ta g e  

th a t  th e y  h a d  of P r e s i d e n t  J o h n s o n 's  own s p e e c h e s  an d  e v e n ts  a n d  t r i p s  

d u r in g  h i s  p r e s i d e n c y  a n d  c lo s e ly  r e l a t e d  sh o w s ."  T h e y  w o u ld  do i t  in
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the  y e a r  1969 f o r  tax  p u r p o s e s .  So w e c o u ld  e x p e c t  i t  s o m e t im e  a f t e r  

J a n u a r y  20 th . D r .  G r o v e r  a n d  I  f e l t  a t  l e a s t  th is  w a s  p in n e d  down.

T h e  c o u r t  r e p o r t e r  to o k  e v e r y th in g  dow n. We p a s s e d  s a n d w ic h e s  an d  

c o o k ie s  a n d  te a .  We d i s c u s s e d  the  r e s p o n s e s  to D r .  G r o v e r ' s  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  

w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  m a i l e d  to  W hite  H o u se  v i s i t o r s .  And s u r p r i s i n g  i t  w a s  n o t  

b e a r i n g  ou t so m e  of m y  p r e c o n c e iv e d  a n s w e r s  a b o u t  the  i n t e r e s t  in  

w e d d in g s  f o r  in s ta n c e .

We s e t  Sunday, S e p te m b e r  29 th , a s  o u r  n e x t  m e e t in g  day . A n d  

w e  le f t  f e e l in g  th a t  w e  h a d  a c c o m p l i s h e d  a  good d e a l  s im p ly  by  g r in d in g  

a w ay .  '

We w a lk e d  th ro u g h  the  Y e llo w  R oom  a n d  the  E a s t  R o o m  w ith  a n  

eye  a s  to how  w e  co u ld  u s e  a  g r e a t  p h o to g ra p h  of th o se  r o o m s  b low n up 

a s  a  b a c k d r o p  f o r  e x h ib i t s  in  f r o n t  o f  th em  th a t  would te l l  o f  l i fe  in  the 

W hite  H o u se .  P e r h a p s  a  few  m in u te s  of the f i lm  of L y n d a 's  w edd ing  

o r  of a  b i l l  s ig n in g  in  the E a s t  R o o m .

A bou t 5 :30  I  s a id  goodbye to th e m  an d  b e g a n  m y  s e c o n d  m e e t in g  

o f  the  day . T h i s  t im e  L iz  a n d  S im o n e  a n d  T o n y  L o eb  a n d  D on P e t e r s o n  

to  w o r k  on  the  s c r i p t  fo r  the  W e s t  H a l l  f i lm in g  w h ich  w i l l  b e g in  

to m o r r o w  - -  the  m a in  r e a s o n  f o r  m y  r e tu r n in g .  T h i s  l a s t e d  u n t i l  8:00, 

a n d  b o th  e x h a u s te d  a n d  a c c e l e r a t e d  by  the s e n s e  of u s e f u l  w o r k  fo r  .the  

( l a s t  s ix  h o u r s  o r  so  I  s a id  g o odn igh t to th em  a l l  a n d  s e t t l e d  down to a

q u ie t  b r id g e  g a m e  w ith  L y n d a  a n d  A lan  a n d  s w e e t  M r s .  B o y d ,  e a t in g
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m y  s u p p e r  o ff  a  t r a y  w h e n e v e r  I  w a s  d u m m y . It  w a s  a  c o m f o r ta b le ,  

c o z y  ev en in g  in  the  W es t  H a l l  to  the  e x te n t  th a t  one co u ld  c lo s e  ou t the 

w o r ld  o u ts id e .  T h e  h e a d l in e s  h a d  s a i d  th a t  HHH w a s  b e n d in g  to w a rd  a  

p e a c e  p la n k  i n  V ie t - N a m .  A nd th a t  a n o th e r  P r e s i d e n t  to  w h o m  we h ad  

c o m e  to f e e l  c lo s e  w a s  p r a c t i c a l l y  a t  d e a th 's  d o o r  - -  E i s e n h o w e r 's  

c o n d i t io n  is  e x t r e m e l y  c r i t i c a l ,  the h e a d l in e s  r e a d .  A nd the fe e l in g  

I  c o u ld  n o t  q u i te  t a lk  a w ay  th a t  I  sh o u ld  be  w i th  L yndon  the  d a y s  of th is  

m o n t h ,  e v e n  th ough  th e s e  p r o j e c t s  h e r e  c a l l e d  ou t to  b e  d o n e .
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