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It w as  a  day  of e x c i te m e n t  and  u p s e ts .  I  had  e x p e c te d  to be in  

W ash in g to n  a l l  w eek  by, m y se lf .  But in s te a d  Lyndon had  a r r i v e d  a f te r  

a  sp e e c h  in  D e tro i t  to the V e te ra n s  of F o re ig n  W ars  v e r y  l a te  l a s t  n ig h t .

I  sp e n t  a l l  of M onday in in ten s iv e  w o rk  on the b u s in e s s  I h a d  com e fo r  - -  

f i lm in g  the fa m ily  f lo o r  of the White H ouse . On M onday i t  w as the W est 

H a ll  - -  ou r  liv ing  ro o m . I w as  c o n s id e ra b ly  u p s e t  b e c a u s e  Lyndon ' s 

p r e s e n c e  m e a n s  tha t we w on 't  have  the f reed o m  of the p lace  - -  i t  w ill  

s e rv e  h is  u s e s .  A s i t  tu rn e d  out h is  u s e s  w e re  to s le e p  b r ie f ly ,  te lephone 

a t  len g th  and  go s t r a ig h t  to h is  o ffice . T h e re  w as  an a i r  of e x c ite m e n t ,  

m o r e  than u s u a l  s ta ff  com ing  and  going, a fee ling  of te n s e n e s s ,  of so m e th in g  

abou t to happen. I  d e l ib e r a te ly  d id  not t ry  to f in d  out ju s t  w hat w as  afoot. 

T h e re  w as  ta lk  of a  p r e s s  co n fe ren c e  w hich  w as to be on W ednesday  m o rn in g .  

T h e n  a sk in g  W alt R ostow  about so m e  fu tu re  d a te s  fo r  v is i t in g  C hiefs  of S ta te , 

I  d id  say , " Is  th e r e  anyth ing  good going to happen  in the n ex t  day  o r  tw o ? "

In h is  qu ie t  bu t h u m o ro u s  fash io n  h e  sa id ,  "It looks l ik e  the  R u s s ia n s  have 

e m p t ie d  th e i r  o u t -b a s k e t  to u s .  T h ey  have a n s w e re d  a l l  o f  the  P r e s i d e n t 's  

c o r re s p o n d e n c e ."

I  spen t the m o rn in g  going o v e r  the s c r ip t  fo r  the Y ellow  Oval Room  

in  the W est H all ,  w o rk e d  w ith  B e s s .  And then did so m e  f ilm in g  in m y  lo v e ly  

b e d ro o m  - -  s i le n t ,  ju s t  s i t t in g  a t  m y  d esk . And so m a n ag ed  to get a  good 

d e a l  of w o rk  done - -  au to g rap h in g ,  re a d in g  m e m o s ,  co n su m in g  the "R e a d  

an d  F i l e " .  I  h a d  lunch  a lone  in  m y  ro o m . L uc i had  co m e  up with Lyndon .
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T h a t  ea sy ,  a d ap tab le  l i t t le  g i r l  h a d  packed , p icked  up h e r  baby , left 

on s h o r t  no tice  fo r  a  t r ip  by  D e t ro i t  and  on to W ashington  f o r  one day 

o r  one w eek . A ll  t r a v e ls  w ith  Lyndon a r e  open -end . She too w as excited .

She w as  w ork ing  on h e r  book about Yuki. She hoped to go o v e r  i t  with 

so m e  of L y n d o n 's  s ta f f  and  m aybe  get i t  to the point of p re se n t in g  it  to 

• a  p u b l ish e r .  In ty p ic a l  fash io n , ge tting  re a d y  to b eco m e a  young c a r e e r  

w om an , she h a d  gone out and  bought h e r s e l f  a  b r ie fc a s e .  She a r r i v e d  in  

L y n d o n 's  b ed ro o m  w ith  a  s a c k  la b e le d ,  " P r in c e s s  G ra c e "  a n d  b ro u g h t 

fo r th  f ro m  i t  a  ra in b o w  s t r ip e d  b r ie f c a s e  - -  exceed ing ly  fe m in in e  -- 

^ ] and  p ro u d ly  s a id  to h e r  daddy, "How do you like  i t ? "  He lo o k ed  a t  i t

and  sa id , "W hat i s  th a t?  A d ia p e r  b a g ? "  I n e v e r  saw a  m o re  defla ted  

l i t t l e  g i r l .  And then  we a l l  ro c k e d  w ith  la u g h te r .

L yn  h a s  b een  c a l le d  "L y n d o n 's  Vice P r e s id e n t  in c h a rg e  o f h a p p in e s s " .  

B ut h is  m o th e r  h a s  h ad  th a t  job a  long tim e .

In the a f te rn o o n  I w en t o v e r  the s c r ip t  fo r  the  T r e a t y  Room film in g , 

an d  we sho t abou t 2 h o u r s  of f ilm  in  tha t o v erp o w erin g  old ro o m  w h e re  so 

m a n y  of m y  p r o je c t s  have  com e to l i fe .  And then ju s t  b e fo re  4:00 I b ro k e  

lo o se ,  d r e s s e d  up in  a  p r e t ty  s u m m e r  p r in t  and  m e t  Jane  a n d  Connie F r e e m a n  

fo r  p ic tu re s  in the W est H all, and  then  stood w ith  them a t  the  door of the 

Y ellow  Room  fo r  tea  in  C o n n ie 's  h o n o r .  She is  to be  m a r r i e d  on Satu rday .

^ I w il l  not be h e r e  fo r  the wedding. H er  p a re n ts  a r e  ju s t  ab o u t m y  fa v o r i te

m e m b e r s  of Lyndon ' s C ab ine t.  In th ese  y e a r s  I have co m e  to fe e l  so  c lo se
{
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to th em . And i t  w as  a  happy p le a s u re  to ex tend  th is  l i t t le  b i t  of ga ie ty  

and  w a rm th  fo r  the w edding of a  d au g h te r  of a f r ie n d .  M ost of the 

C ab in e t w ives  w e re  th e re  - -  n ine  of th em . And M u r ie l  look ing  lovely.

And the m e m b e r s  of C o n n ie 's  w edding - -  b r id e s m a id s ,  sch o o l f r ie n d s ,  

fe llow  P e a c e  C o rp s  m e m b e r s  - -  one of the s igns  of the t im e  w as  two 

young g i r l s  s tand ing  to g e th e r  in  the Y ellow  Room  of the W hite H ouse - -  

one a  P e a c e  C o rp s  f r ie n d  of C o n n ie 's ,  v e r y  b lack , v e r y  b r ig h t ,  v e ry  

outgoing. The o th e r  the v e r y  blond d au g h te r  of M arv in  W atson  f ro m  

D a in g e rf ie ld ,  T e x a s .

We had  d e l ic io u s  r e f r e s h m e n ts  and w ent out on the T ru m a n  B alcony  

and  ta lk ed  ab o u t w eddings . It w as  o v e r  about 5:30. And th en  I s e t t le d  

down a t  m y  d e sk  fo r  w o rk  on the C h r i s tm a s  l i s t ,  and  a ta lk  w ith  L u c i 

abou t h e r  book. She i s  by  tu rn s  e la te d  and defla ted . I th ink  it  shows 

a  c e r t a in  f r e s h  ta len t  - -  a  l igh t,  a m u s in g  touch that i s  d is t in c t iv e ly  L u c i.  

And I find i t  e a s y  to qu ite  h o n e s tly  buoy  h e r  up.

Sim one cam e  o v e r  and  we w o rk ed  on the s c r ip t s  f o r  the f ilm ing .

And then  c lo se  to 9:00 the B il l  W hites a r r i v e d  on the seco n d  f loor . Lyndon 

h ad  c a l le d  them , bu t i t  w as  a  good w hile  b e fo re  he ca m e . We had  a  good 

. v i s i t ,  tu rn e d  on the TV. S e c r e ta r y  R u s k  w as  tes t ify ing  b e fo re  the p la t fo rm  

c o m m it te e  of the D e m o c ra t ic  Convention , c h a i r e d  by  H ale  Boggs. We w e re

( l is te n in g  to h im  when Lyndon c a m e  in. And m o m e n ts  l a t e r  th e re  w as  aV-.-'

d r a m a t ic  tu rn  of ev en ts .  He w as  m ak ing  a  s ta te m e n t  on V ie t-N am , a  s tro n g
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c le a r ,  tough - -  to m e , e ffec tive  s ta te m e n t .  He w as  to a n s w e r  ques tions  

a f te rw a rd .  And then  som eone  cam e  up to h im  and  handed  h im  a note ab o u t  

the in v as io n  of C zech o s lo v ak ia  by the R u s s ia n s .  He a s k e d  the  C o m m ittee 's  

p a rd o n ,  tu rn e d  to go. H ale  Boggs r e a d  the note . T h e re  w as  a chu rn ing  

a i r  of exp ec tan cy , e x c i te m e n t in the ro o m . Lyndon h ad  l e a r n e d  about i t  

on ly  a  s h o r t  w h ile  b e fo re .  And w hat even ts  w ould follow  in i t s  t r a in ?

W e ll ,  f i r s t ,  th e re  w ould  be a  N ationa l S ecu r i ty  C ouncil  m e e t in g  w hich  

he h ad  a l r e a d y  ca l le d .  Lyndon a s k e d  fo r  h is  su p p e r  to be b ro u g h t  in  on 

a  t r a y .  He a te  h u r r ie d ly .  And then w ent b a c k  to h is  office . And the 

W h ite s  an d  I ta lk ed  fo r  aw hile  d isc u s s in g  the p o r te n t  of a l l  tha t  had 

h ap p en ed . I a t  l e a s t  fo re s e e in g  only d im ly . And then  I had  a  m a s s a g e  

an d  w as  in  b e d  by m idn igh t,  knowing tha t th is  day. would shape  m uch  of the 

days  th a t  w e re  to co m e , bu t not how.
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