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Iﬁ wa.s a.. day of excitement ‘and'upsets. 1 had expected to bé in
‘Washi‘ngton all \;veek.by,, m_yself. But instead I;,sfr;don had ar-rivefd‘ after
a ~spée‘ch in Dét'r.o:it to the_ V‘éte‘rans of Foreign Wars ve‘ry'la.te last hfl'ght;
V‘I'sp‘ent all of Moﬁday in inten.sivé work on thé business I"hadr c.orne for - |
filmiﬁg the fan":i'ly'.ﬂ'o‘or of the White ‘Ho;xée. ‘On Mbnday it»‘was the West :

’ Hé.ll -- our 11v1ngroom ,. I was Ebr;siderabiy ﬁpset; bquﬁsg Lyn;:ldlln;s
'preseﬁqé .means ?hat we won't.hé.vé‘t-he freedom of the place -- it‘\.;rill
ser'vé".his .vus.es. _;>"4“\s ‘it turned oﬁ.t'hié useié Wére .f:o sleep_ﬁriefly, ‘te_llepho:ne :
at lenéth and ng straight to his bfﬁcé. Thez':e'_w_asi a'h a’i‘_r of Aéxcitéméntﬁ,

m ore thvan'i'usua_l .staff bcomingl and going, :a feeling of teﬁseness, 6f ’s:cv>met'hix‘1g :
'v about to'happe’n.‘ I deliberatély; did rﬁot. try to find out :iust what -wa’s afoot.

There was. talk of a éress confereﬁce which was to be on W.e‘dnesda..y morpiﬁg.

Then asking Wal_f Rostow about some‘ future }c.iates for vvisi't.ing'Chiefsv of éta:te;'.

I did.sé,y, "Is there anything gdqd' vgoing to hé.ppén in tl%e .nexﬁ dé;y:of tw‘o‘?"’ ‘.

Iﬁ his quiet but hufqdrous fasﬁiéﬁ hé saia, It iooks like thé Rﬁséians have

emptied ti;'eir out-basket to us.‘ Théy ha.ve; a;ns;véféd all of thé ‘Pvr-e.s;ident'.s

c Or're‘:‘_s'po.ridenc e".' n |

"1 spent the morning going 'oveb_r kthe script for the Yélléw Oval Roo"m

in thé_ West H#li, worked with B.ess.. And‘ then did some filming'in my Iovels}

bedroom -- silent, just éitting ét my desk. And so ménaged to get 2 good

'dea;l pf work doﬁe ~- aﬁtographing, readiﬁg mgm'és, consuming. thé ;'Read

a;xd F.ile”.. .I had iunch -alone_‘in my roorj'n'. ‘Luci had cc;nie. up wi_th Lyndc.m.‘. |
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That _ea.sy, ;dapt;ble little .girl‘ >had pack‘edv, picked up .hezl"ba,by, left
~on short notice for a.trip by Detfoit and on to'Wéshingvtdn'for one day
~or ;)ne 1w¢ek. - All tfavels with Lyndon aré openéend; She too wés excited,
She wéé working onher bo_ok,‘a;boutl Yuki. ~She hopedytc‘i go ove;ri it with -
gdifne éf'].éyndo(nf'_sl .sté._f.f éﬁd m'a.“ybe get ’it-t‘o the point-of p?esenéing ivt. to. '
a publiéi;er. _ I‘n‘ typ1ca1 fashiq;;; gétting 'r.é-édy_ to becofne .a.young c.a.feer |
worﬁ;q, éhevhia;i» gén_'e out ai;d bought her;s.e'lf' a..briéfc.a.sé. She arriw’_rgd iﬁ
Lfndoﬁ‘;s bedroc;rr; with 'a‘ sé.;:k‘ié.béled, ”Pfi'n_cess Gra;é:‘.e" and ”brc.)ught'li :
férfh ﬁofn it a rainbow éfripéd briefcas; -‘f- exceedingly fehdihine _—
| and ﬁiggdly ‘sé,id té i:xer daddf, . "How do .you lilcie-‘-it;?" He 1ooked at:.it
'and' 's.a.ic.l,’ "'What is that? A diépéi' 'ba'g I nevgr saw a more deflated
little girl. And then we all ro‘ckeld with lagghtér. | |
' _ Lyp h_és beén ‘called; n'i_,yndo'n"s V_i‘ce vaesidéﬁt in charge of happiness!'.
‘. But his mothér has had that‘ ;jibb é; long time.v: )
In the a_ftérndon I',weril; ovéf thev sériét for the Tfeaty Room fiblmi-ng,»'
~ and we shot abogf:: 2 hours c.>f‘ film in th#t ov.er‘po‘wer‘in‘g old i-ooin i;vhei‘e so}_b
v"ma.n_y of my projédts ha.ve'vc.:t")‘me to life.. .Anf‘l,then» just 'befc.>re.4:00 I broke -
lo'o'is-e,- dreééed up in a'prettyv s_umfher pritit'a.r;d rﬁet ;Tané and Connié Freerr;)afn '
for Ri‘é:.t\;i':"es in the West Hall, A>a.n<‘i ti:en stobd ‘with them.ai the door-. of'the
Yéllow. Rodm for~téa in Connie's hoﬁof. She is.l;o be;ma.rried on _Satu.rday. ‘
I will n_bt be here for the wedding. Her parents are just about my favclfite .

members of Lyndon's Cabinet. In these years I have come to feel so close .
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'to them. And it was a happy pleasuré to extend this little bit of gaiety
‘and warmth for the weddiné of a daﬁghter of a friend. Most of the

.Cabi‘net wives were there -- nine of them. - And Muriel.looking lovely.

And' the rnem'beyk:sl of C'on,niev's wédding -~ bridesmaids, SChool»friérids,

"fellow Peace Corps mémbers -- one of the signs of the time was two

young girls sta._ndiné toge.t'he'r in the Yéllow Room of the White Houée --
one a vPe’a.ce Cé'rps friénd ofl Con.nie's;, vérf blé.ck, verf bright, 4very
outgdi_ng. .1 The other the véi'y bibrid daughte'rv' of 'Ma',rvin Watson f#om N
Dai_ngérfield, Texas. |

We had delicious refreshments and went out on the Truman Balcony

" and talked about weddings. It was over about 5:30. And then I settled
- down at my desk for work on the Christmas list, and a talk with Luci
about her-book, She is by tu;:hs elated and deflated, I think it shows

- a certain fresh talent -- a light, amusing touch that is distinctively Luci.

And I find it easy to quite honestly buoy her up.
~ Simone came over and we worked on the scripts for the filming.

A_nd then close to 9:00 the Bill Whites arri\fed'on the second ﬂoor.‘ ‘Lyndon

had called them, but it was a good while before he came. ‘We had a gobd
. visit, turned on the TV. Secretary Rusk was testifying before the platform

 committee of the Democratic Convention, chaired by Hale Boggs. We were

listening to him when Lyndon came in. And moments later there was a ,

dramatic turn of events, He was making a statement on Viet-Nam, a strong




etk ma s e

MEMORANDUM -

THE WHITE HOUSE

o WASHINGTON

Tuesday, August 20, 1968 ) . Page4

c.llear,‘. tpugh ;-- to me, gffective statefnent. He was to answer questions -
"after{ava.rd. ' 'And. theﬁ som'eone came vup to him aﬁd handed him a ;iote about

the. invasion of C‘zechoslc‘)\ia;llda.l b.y.the Russians. He asked the. Corhmittee's -
.pardor'l, vtu_z;ned‘to‘ 'gé. Hale Boggs read the note. 'There_v{ras_a chu:xﬁifig- .
._ air qf exi)ectanéy," egé:itement‘in the room. >L3.rndon had learned about it
. only a ‘Sﬁlort‘wgvﬂe'bgfcre'. A;id v;zhat_. events .wou..ld follow in its tram-y .

 W‘e11, first, tﬂére woﬁld be a N#tional Secpri;y, Cc;uncil-meeging whmh o

he vlr'xa'.d'alrea.dy‘ 'Cé.lled." Lyndqn asked f.df his‘ supper to‘ I;e broﬁght! 1non N
' ‘a.l t;ay: Hé ate hurriediy. 'And fh.en went bac k io:ﬁis'office. And fhe |

W};ites» and I.talked for awhile aiseuﬁsing the portent of aﬁ thét- ﬁa.d
.Happened. Iat lgast fofeseeing only.r ‘dimly.‘ And then I had a massééé

and ‘was. in bed by midnighi:, know‘ing that t.his day.would shapé mv:1ch ‘of‘ the

days that were to come, but not how.




