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L yndon’s 60th b i r th d a y  - -  T u esd ay , A ugust 27th  - -  w a s  p robab ly  

a s  s t r a n g e  and  d ra m a t ic  and  in  a  way sad  b ir th d a y  a s  an y  he w i l l  ever  

hav e . F o r  m e  i t  w as  a s o r t  of susp en d ed  in space  tim e  - -  th is  whole 

w eek .  T he  d e c is io n  had  been  m ade  i r r e v o c a b ly  on M a rc h  31st. But 

. som ehow  th e re  w as a  sp e c ia l  say ing  goodbye this  w eek  to o u r  w hole  

p o l i t ic a l  l i fe .  T he  C onvention  w ould be choosing  f ro m  am ong  o th e r s ,  

an d  fo r  u s  i t  w as  o v e r  - -  no m a t t e r  tha t  i t  w as happily , co z i ly  o v e r  

by  ch o ice .  T h e re  w as  s t i l l  a  s p e c ia l  a u ra .  T h e re  had  b een  ta lk  about 

going to the Convention  to m ak e  a  s o r t  of v a le d ic to ry  speech , to  re ce iv e  

good w ish e s  on o u r  b i r th d a y  - -  L y n d o n 's  b i r th d a y  I m ean . No d e c is io n .  

And g ra d u a l ly  a s  the days  p a s s e d  m y b e tt in g  w as m o re  and  m o r e  that 

we w ould not go. And w hen  the  convention  v i r tu a l ly  e ru p te d  on Monday 

the ch a n c e s  of m ak in g  o u r  t r ip  s e e m e d  to m e to dwindle to a lm o s t  nothing.

It had  grow n so ex c it in g  M onday n ight th a t  I  had  s tay e d  up  until 

3:00 - -  I, who lo v ed  to go to bed  e a r ly .  But w hen so m e  f o rc e s  h ad  had  

the  p re s u m p t io n  - -  the c o n te s t  of s ea t in g  the T ex as  d e leg a tio n  - -  I 

c o u ld n 't  p o s s ib ly  have gone to b e d  u n t i l  John h ad  won th a t  f igh t.

And so on L y n d o n 's  60th b i r th d a y  I woke to a  s e n se  of v o id  and 

y e t  e x c i te m e n t.  I  ta lk ed  to Lynda a t  the White H ouse, to m y  o ff ice .  T hey  

r e a d  m e a  l e t t e r  f ro m  M rs .  Dick D aley ask ing  m e  to be h e r  g u e s t  a t  a  

s p e c ia l  luncheon  any day du rin g  the convention. I  c a l le d  h e r  to  thank h e r  

and  to say  that we h ad  no p lans  to be th e re .
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I w a lk ed  down to the  b i r th p la c e  fo r  e x e r c i s e  and to b e  a lone . I 

c a m e  b a c k  to find that the p r e s s  w as  in ten t  on getting  a b i r th d a y  p ic tu re  

of Lyndon an d  th a t  he thought to  avo id  having  30 o r  40 of them  out a t  the 

R an c h  we w ould  f ly  in to  A ustin ,  go by  L u c i 's  house , and  le t  th em  take 

p ic tu r e s  t h e r e  of a l l  the fam ily  p r e s e n t  - -  ju s t  the fou r  of u s  cutting 

a  c ak e .  And w hat a  w h ir l  of a c t iv i ty  th a t  th rew  u s  into.

L u c i  who h a s  a  r e m a rk a b le  a b i l i ty  to a r i s e  to the o c c a s io n ,  s a id ,  

"Y es ,  of c o u r s e ,  we could  d r iv e  in, get h e r  house  co o led  off, a r r a n g e  

f o r  enough cak e  and  coffee an d  co ld  d r in k s  fo r  50", o r  w h a te v e r  th e re  

w e re .  While she  w as ge tt ing  re a d y  an d  ca l l in g  two o r  th re e  f r ie n d s  to 

r u s h  to h e r  r e s c u e  I c a l le d  the a lw ays  r e s o u r c e f u l  Wee ze D eathe  to get 

s e v e r a l  c a s e s  of soft d r in k , round  up coconut a n d  ch o co la te  and ru m  cak es  

and co m e a s  soon a s  p o ss ib le  to M ack in  p lace .

Lyndon  h ad  b een  in sw im m ing  w ith  Jake  P ic k le ,  an d  we had M a ry  

b r in g  out to the pool a co ld  lunch  fo r  o u r  s m a l l  househo ld . A nd then L u c i 

and Lyn le f t .  And w ith  a l l  v es tig e  of an y  p o ss ib le  t r ip  to C hicago  ru le d  

out I b eg an  to c a l l  o u r  c lo se  f r ie n d s  - -  a l l  of whom w e re  r e a l l y  s tand ing  

b y  - -  to co m e  on o v e r  and  c e le b ra te  our  b i r th d a y  w ith  us ton igh t.  T he  

M o u rs u n d s  an d  the W in te rs  and  the W ests  who w ould fly  up f ro m  Houston. 

And the T h o r n b e r ry s  and  the John H il ls .  Jake  P ic k le 's  w ife  would co m e 

b a c k  w ith  us  f ro m  A ustin . J e s s e  K ella m and  J e s s i e  H u n te r .  The E r n e s t  

S tubbs. And s ta f f  m e m b e r s  - -  M a r ie  an d  J im  and  L a r r y  an d  Tom  Johnson .
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L iz  c a l le d  f ro m  C hicago to r e p o r t  tha t th e re  had  b e e n  a  w onderfu l 

w o m e n 's  luncheon  and  s ty le  show w ith  A bigail,  M u rie l  and M rs .  M cG overn  

a l l  s e a te d  a t  the  h ead  tab le , and  B e s s  A bell d a r l in g  a s  D olly  M adison. 

E v e n  L iz  sounded  g lad  th a t  we w e re  not in  C hicago h o w ev er .  F ro m  a f a r  

i t  s e e m e d  like  a  s iev in g  c a ld ro n  of em otions  and s tr iv in g  p eak s  - -  of 

e v e r y  s t r ip e  of D e m o c ra t  - -  and  h ip p ie s  and  y ipp ies  an d  po lice  standing  

by . If I  cou ld  have  b een  th e re  w ithout be ing  m e I would have  liked  v e r y  

m u c h  to s e e  w hat i s  loom ing up - -  one of the s p e c ta c le s  of o u r  t im e . -

We le f t  about 5:00 by  chopper - -  Lyndon and  Lyn a n d  J im  and 

M a r i e  an d  I. We  lan d ed  a t  C am p  M a b r y  and  d rove  in to L u c i 's  house . 

L ike  m a g ic ,  L u c i 's  f r ie n d s  had  co n v e rg e d  and  s p re a d  the ta b le  w ith  a  

b eau tifu l  a r r a y  of c a k es  and  p o lish ed  can d le  s t ic k s  and  new ly  sh ined  

s i l v e r  an d  w edding  p r e s e n t  ch ina  and  a  g r e a t  v a r ie ty  of soft d r in k s  w hich 

i s  qu ite  n a tu r a l  in  L u c i 's  househo ld . B ut p e rh a p s  not e x a c t ly  w hat the p r e s s  

i s  u s e d  to.

We a r r i v e d  in  v e r y  fu ll  n u m b e r  c o n s id e r in g  that the b ig  news 

w as  m o r e  than  a  th o u san d  m i le s  away. And Lyndon sa t  on the sofa an d  

L u c i b ro u g h t  in h is  cake  w ith  one candle  on it.  And he took Lyn on h is  

la p  and  l a t e r  the p r e s s  r e c o rd e d  h im  v e r y  m uch  to m y  p le a s u re .  And 

looking  tanned, le a n  and  fit in  a  b row n s h o r t  s le e v e d  s h i r t  open a t  the 

n e c k  and  m a tch in g  s la c k s .  He cu t h is  cake  an d  gave Lyn a  p iece , and  

p ro m p t ly  b egan  m ak ing  a  m e s s .  But Yuki h e lp ed  c le a n  it  up , usefu lly
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 ea ting  a l l  of the c ru m b s .  We h ad  b ro u g h t  in  th re e  of L y n d o n 's  p r e s e n ts  

w h ich  he opened th e re  and  s h a re d  w ith  the p r e s s .  A s m a l l  w a te r  c o lo r  

tha t L u c i  h ad  h a d  m ad e  of Lyn by the a r t i s t  whom I h a d  h a d  to pain t 

h e r  w hen she w as  l e s s  than 2 y e a r s  old. How she had  found h e r  - -  

M i s s  R e a s o n e r  she  w as then  - -  I  do no t know. And Lynda h ad  a r r a n g e d  

to get a l l  the w ay  f ro m  P e r u  I th ink  i t  w as  a  fu r  c o v e re d  p illow  - -  p e rh a p s  

i t  i s  l la m a .  B ut a t  an y  r a te ,  the so f te s t ,  m o s t  lu x u rio u s  f u r  I n e a r ly  e v e r  

fe l t .  And I fo r  once h ad  a  r e a l  p r e s e n t  fo r  Lyndon - -  a  l i fe t im e  p r e s e n t  - -  

a  w a te r  c o lo r  of Lynda done in  one of h e r  e leg an t  t r o u s s e a u  d r e s s e s  of 

w h ite  s a t in  e n c ru s te d  w ith  the w ide c o l la r  of brilliance and  w hich  a m a z in g ly  

she  cou ld  s t i l l  w e a r  w hen 7 m on ths  p re g n a n t .  It w as  the w o rk  of M adam e 

Shoum atoff and  w o r th  a  s iz e a b le  p iece  of an  A lab am a  f a r m .

T h e  p r e s s  oddly r a th e r  subdued a sk e d  Lyndon a few  q u e s tio n s .

He ta lk e d  a t  len g th  an d  in m i ld  good h u m o r .  It w as  a l l  v e r y  lo w -k ey  w hich  

som ehow  in  a  w ay  added  to the sa d  a tm o s p h e re .

We ch o p p e re d  b ack  and w e re  a t  the R anch  by 7:00. And w ith  the 

long tw ilight, Lyndon se t  out a t  once fo r  a  r id e .  And I to change  c lo th es  

and  to ge t  r e a d y  fo r  the b i r th d a y  p a r ty ,

Lynda B i r d  c a m e  in  a t  8:00. I w ent out to the ru n w ay  to m e e t  h e r .  

And then  the Convention  new s s ta r t e d  an d  w ith  a l l  th re e  T V  s e ts  going in  

the liv in g  room  we s topped  to g r e e t  a l l  o u r  good f r ie n d s  an d  then to tu rn  

o u r  fa c e s  b ack  to the TV to the w ild n e ss  in  Chicago. A ll  of us  - -  m o r e
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than  20 - -  c o n g re g a te d  in the liv ing  room  an d  we s im p ly  c o u ld n 't  

b r e a k  i t  up  fo r  d in n e r .  F in a l ly  I h ad  M a ry  put the d in n e r  ou t on the 

b ig  ,buffet in  the dining ro o m  and a s  we w ished  to we f i led  in , f i l led  up 

o u r  p la te s ,  c a m e  b a c k  and  took o u r  s e a ts  and  w a tch ed  the s p e c ta c le .

It w as  in d eed  a  t h r e e - r in g  c i r c u s .  T h e re  w as  a  s to p -H u m p h re y  

m o v e m e n t ,  by  M c C a r th y  an d  M cGov e rn .  The d ra f t -T e d d y  Kennedy 

m o v e m e n t ,  w ith  the TV c o m m e n ta to rs  runn ing  in  a  c i r c l e  f ro m  one 

K ennedy s u p p o r te r  to a n o th e r  t ry in g  to s toke the f i r e s  u n d e r  i t .  And • 

you w ould th ink  that th e re  w e re  no t d e leg a tio n s  to the Convention  e x c e p t '  

New Y o rk  and  C a l i fo rn ia  an d  I b e l ie v e  W isconsin .  And then  f in a lly  the 

f o r c e s  of the South m o v ed  in  and  fa v o r i te  son de lega tions  b e g a n  r e le a s in g  

th e i r  d e le g a te s  to go fo r  H um phrey . F i r s t  T e x a s ,  then South C aro lin a  

an d  T e n n e s s e e .  And the convention  m o v ed  on tow ard  the b i t t e r e s t  f igh t 

o f  a l l  - -  a  c r u c ia l  one - -  the V ie t-N am  p lank  in the p la t fo rm .  And so 

in  sp ite  of a l l  the  h e l l  r a i s e d  on the f lo o r  and  in  the c ity , the  w o rk  of 

the C onvention  did  go on, and  a  c r e d i t  i t  w as  to those  th e r e .

Lynda and  I w e r e  so a m u se d  a t  the re p o r t in g  of B uck ley  and

G o re  V id a l  tha t we c a l le d  C o m m u n ica tio n s  an d  a s k e d  them  to r e c o r d  

them  fo r  u s  so we cou ld  look  a t  them  la t e r .

And we a l l  s a t  an d  w a tch ed  u n t i l  v e ry  la te .  T h is  w a s  to be  a  s e r i e s  

of n igh ts  of ea tin g  off our  laps  w hile  we w atch ed  TV. And even  a f te r  m o s t  

of the g u e s ts  le f t ,  som e of u s  s ta y e d  and  w atched .
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And so th is  s t r a n g e  day c a m e  to an  end. In fa c t  a  w ho le  s tran g e  

w e e k  i t  w a s ,  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by L u c i  a s  the " lo n g es t  wake I  e v e r  a t tended" .

T h is  A ugust we have spen t m o re  t im e  a t  the R anch  than an y  I c a n  r e m e m b e r  

e x c e p t  p e rh a p s  a ro u n d  C h r i s tm a s .  L u c i  le ts  m e  r e a d  h e r  l e t t e r s  from  

P a t r i c k  and  l i s t e n  to h e r  ta p e s .  He s e e m s  so young and  v u ln e ra b le  and  

good. A nd I  am  a f r a id  fo r  h im . Oddly, m o re  than I  am  fo r  C h u ck  who 

i s  in  m o r e  d an g e r ,  b u t  som ehow  I ex p ec ted  h im  to be ab le  to h a n d le  it.

L e s s  often, Lynda le t s  us  r e a d  h e r  l e t t e r s  o r  l i s t e n  to h e r  ta p e s  from  

Chuck. She ho lds  h e r  p e r s o n a l  l ife  c lo se .  She f l in ch e s  w hen h e r  daddy 

quo tes  h im  I think. But e v e ry  quote  is  som eth ing  you can be p ro u d  of.

And so we go on th rough  this  s tra n g e  y e a r .  A nd p e r s o n a l ly  i t  i s  

a  happy y e a r ,  b u t  in  the c lo se  c i r c l e  of our  fam ily ,  b e c a u se  I  th ink  we a r e  

p ro u d  of w hat e a c h  one of u s  is  doing - -  a l l  of us  to g e th e r .  How s tran g e  

th a t  m ig h t  sound f ro m  som ebody  on the ou tside  who is  looking a t  us .

Y et i s  i s  t ru e  - -  the w o rld  i s  undergo ing  convu ls ions  a l l  around, u s  - -  

ou r  P a r ty ,  o u r  C oun try  - -  the w hole w o rld .  And i t  s e e m s  to m e  Lyndon 

is p low ing r ig h t  a long, w ork ing  a s  h a r d  a s  he can  e v e ry  day  on  those  d 

th in g s  he can  c o n t ro l  and  a s s a u l t in g  those  th ings m o s t  v ig o ro u s ly  that 

h e  h a s  even  a  l i t t l e  hope of co n tro ll in g . I know tha t i t  is  a  r a c k in g  y e a r  

fo r  Lyndon p h y s ica lly ,  and i t  m u s t  be m e n ta l ly  and  s p ir i tu a l ly .  And s o m e t im e s  

I  th ink  the g r e a t e s t  c o u ra g e  in  the w o r ld  is  to get up  in  the m o rn in g  and 

go abou t the d a y 's  w ork . T h a t  is  one of the th ings I like abou t h im . He 

k eep s  on and  on and  on.
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