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| fhursday, ‘September 5th -- our"'secou(.i day back at the White House.._
Islept lete. ., ‘2:00 bedtitmes use me up for a day ior two afterwards,l
1 'spent the ;horuing WOrking with Ashton at my cie sk aud uvith Bess and
Liz going over t.‘he Barbados list for Wednesday the 11th, and the Texas list

for Fr_idey the 13th, State Dinners coming up, when to-go to New thjk for

- clothes fittings, a date for a..“'Reading is Fundamental” reception and what I
| .hope will be a very gay reception in honor of the new rhembers of the Arts_

_Council, -~ the agenda for the Fall,

Lyndon had a Leadership’breakiast, and afterward Hubert stayed out

| in the West Hall and they talked. I ran »into Hubert and the sight of his face
~made me glad once again that it was not us that was the focal point in this

- campaign.

He looked like a man that had been besieged on all sides as he has.
The house wa.s once agam bulgmg with guests. - Max and Marietta and -
Robert Brooks, who had flown back w1th us on A1r Force I I was partlcula.rly

anxious for Robert to have a ta.ste of life in the Wh1te House . to meet some -

| of the bnght young men around us, Erv Duggan had taken him to lunch yesterday -

and mtroduced h1m to the West ng Dr. and Mary Love Baxley and Kay,

their da.ughter_. _My Alabama eousms, Lucile .Thoma.s from ‘Selma and her son,

Julian, And Carolyn Cousins and her son Sammy, And the Ben Bynums --

Lynda Bird's friends -~ were in Luci's room.

1 very much want Lynda Bzrd to glve to these last months the pleasure

‘to frlends and involvement with all the exc1t1ng thmgs that happen in’ thls house
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~happy by saying, "Now youlr{ real friends can see you more.
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and to draw from them stimulation from the varied and wonderful people that

cross our path here, and satisfaction and memories.
And very important house guests were James and Mary Davis and

theif sons, ‘Fre'ddy and James, who also had flown with us on Air Fdrce I

o a.nd W111 spend l:he whole week sleepmg late, seeing the 51ghts and domg only

- those thlngs they wanted to.

I asked Marilyn to_ arrange one day féxf them to“ha.vAe my car, Ancf:her :
day for the'Alaba.mé cousiﬁs.. Ano‘th‘er'day for Maiietta*Brobk‘s. ‘
 . Wheﬁgvgr 1 hé.vé a grbup like ‘tl‘.‘.lis. we give them lﬁnéh a;zidvdinne‘r. buffet
'in the 'sola..ril.nri. And then when I can I join thern..

Today I went up a little past 1 00 and found Bllly and Kay -- Mary Love

" was at a comm ittee -- and Mary and James Davis and the1r sons havmg lunch.

Some other:dnfted in and I ate with them’ and listened to whatxxxxha;d everybody

had been doing and planned to do,

- Back downstairs I found Andre Meyer wait,ing‘to ha.vei lunch with LyndOn

‘and sat with him until Lyndon came.' I said "One nice thmg has happened since

you and I were to'gether. The crisis of the dollar has leveled off a bit,. hasn't -

it? Arn't we better off 2" And he, ‘to whom I 'l_ook for as an authority in this

field.said that yes, we were, indeed a good deal stronger in the world's money

market -~ more respected, our position more secure. We pause so little to

~ take satisfaction from troubles overcome or at least held at bay. He made me
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You know when someone is President of the United States you do not

think you should call them up and plan a visit. ~There is necessarily a certain

. .awe of the job." Wwell, ‘it v}ill be interé,sting_tc.: see and I think I am‘braced_fbr o

all reactions,

It is always quite specia.i for me to see Andre. I count him arriong the:

" real friends that we have made here. .

‘In the afternoon I marked one thing off of my list of things to do - - getting

a standard picture made. I have a little shorthand riotebook, now it is green, '

marked '"Things to do".' Year after year I make my little lists and scratch

them off. Now the list is 'pa.'rticularly long and consists of things I must get
done in the remaining four or so months that we are here.

I am still using a Spring of '65 picture -- a realiy satisfactory one of

“me is hard to get, and I want one last good one in one of my favorite White House

settings;‘ And fo‘.r ;hat I will invest éeveral‘ hourls. Sol chdose tw6 fa.vo'r'it‘é
drésses. One ,the' turquoise siik. I got my hai;'ed com‘bed ana _éfpod on. the
T'rum‘aﬁ Balcohy '#nd down in fhe Red Room.' Aﬁd Bob Knudso_n wdrked away.
But I could vriot be -séontan‘éoﬁSIf gay and easy and I am .‘afrgid ‘théy W-‘?.’f';" noﬁ

good‘. But I did ha.‘ve pictures made Qith each §f the fgmili'es who were her'eAl ...: -
Brooks, Bailejs, Thdfnas’, and Cousins, For iny Aiaba.ma kinfolks Ilhad .
';rranged a good 1ong tour of the Whité House, And whéz_l 3';t was over Caroiyn : |
‘who was ‘go:‘mg to catch the 5:00_p1ane'and. her son joined me. in the ,g;:apé arbor, : .

We had iced tea aad cookies, and put up our feet and talked abqut the daypwhen
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we\vere ten ‘ye.ars; bl'd anci in high school and visited e'ac‘h other‘ in the su‘mmeré
in Kar_z;a.c'k and etumc.aﬁ, t;hé beaué, the par"t'ie.sv,’ the funny things, and ”do 'y.éu
rememvb'ei"' and gig§1é§ 'f_illed tl;le Ysurﬁme'r"ho'us‘e.‘ |
The ’g‘rape.‘s';v_ere ripe. Ihad asked the gardne:rs to cut séme clzlu's't-ers

and put them on grape leaves and take them to the kitchen so that there could

“be some-on everybody's breakfast tray.

This was the perfect personal hour -- the highpoint of such a visit for me. o

As 1look back over my years vhere, all the people who have visited, all the

'.house parties especially, have been such fun -- one of the real joys -- I've

loved s_ha.ring this house. It's only the things that I haven't done. that 1 really

| regreﬁ; Not makuxg that TV show on the phght of the cities back in '65 rlght
vlafter the one I had done on beautification and before that subject reached such

a boiling point. And going down to some southern cities with Muriel. Maybe

to see some of the old restored homes or gardens., And Muriel's own retarded

childrens projeéts;' It's battles not joined -- things not done -- that sit .

‘uncomfortably in my memory. But oh how full and wonderful the time has |

been -- a..lln:{ost as much as s could do.
For a br1ef 15 or 20 mmutes in the a.fternoon, I met with Erv Duggan -
d one of the super-bright young college men on his way to Oxford to study.

I think we _look at each other w1th a certam cur1081ty. He seemed very nice -- '

'very- idealistic and tender and young. |

At 5:30 I settled for a .1ong session Q-_another mark-off on things to do -=

with’ Db‘r-othy Territo and Géry‘ Ya:rington in the West Hall on photos of the
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‘bi'rthplace and the boyhood home that we might use for postcards that we

might sell in one or both of the houses after JanuarVIZOth'. We have some

good possibilities. We selected a few. And in effect, ‘turned the project

~ over to Gary who would do :eseerch on local places -- preferrably Austin

| who make good quality postcards -- find out the pxjic_es etc. . And then maybe

from some museum sources get some idea on what the public really wants,’

- what sells best

"And then I went bowlmg w1th Ma.ry Love and B1lly and Ka.y -- had three -

good fa.st games and returned to the second floor, worked at my desk, and

finally w1th Lyndon not yet home and nea.rly 10:30, I went for a wa.lk on the
. South Grounds with Lynda and the Bynum S, b1dd1ng them goodbye at the
: Southwest Gate. They were gomg to the monuments, And I back to the
-second floor just in tinae to meet Lyndon who.wes hofne for dinner ae 10:46.

“And then a rub and io bed,




