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It w as a b eau tifu l day. And a fter  an  e a r ly  m orn in g  sp en t in  d esu lto ry , 

u n p rod u ctive  w ork  a t the d esk  and a rra n g in g  for  a tr ip  for  the B a ile y s  and 

the T h o m a ses down into V irg in ia  to M o n tice llo  in C h a r lo tte sv ille ,  t he lure o f  

e sc a p in g  w a s  ju st too m u ch and I d ec id ed  to lea v e  it  a l l  and go w ith  them .

I sa id  goodbye to M arietta  B rook s - -  she and Max and R o b er t are le a v in g  

fo r  N ew  Y ork la te r  th is  a ftern oon . It had b een  ju st w hat I w an ted  fo r  them  I 

th ink, and the em otion  and w arm th  in  M a r ie tta 's  v o ic e  f i l le d  m e  w ith  that 

s a t is f ie d  s e n s e  of havin g  done som eth in g  fo r  a fr ien d , so m eth in g  that w ould be  

c h e r ish e d .

We got a  sa ck  of a p p les  and bananas and a box  of c o o k ie s  and  I s e t  out 

about 11:00 w ith  L u cille  and h er  cute lit t le  son and B illy  and M ary  L ove for  

W ak efie ld  - -  G eorge  W ashington’s b ir th p la ce , su p p o sed ly  about 7 0  m ile s  dow n  

in to  V ir g in ia . It w a s  a g lo r io u s  go lden  day and the dogwood w as ju s t  beginn ing  

to turn  r u st and s c a r le t  and it s  b e r r ie s  b righ t - -  the touch of autum n in the a ir .

We stopp ed  a t a ro a d sid e  resta u ra n t, went in  and in s is te d  on having
r

V ir g in ia  ham  n a tu ra lly  w hich  oddly se e m e d  to s ta r tle  th em . B ut fin a lly  i t  

c a m e  fo r th  sa lty , sw e e t , and ta s ty  - -  one o f m y  l i f e - lo n g  fa v o r ite  d e l ic a c ie s .

T h ere  w a s a r ip p le  o f in te r e s t  around the room . We s e n s e d  people look in g  

a t u s . A s w e le f t ,  a  few  ch ild ren  cam e up and a sk e d  fo r  a u to g ra p h s. It w a s  

o n ly  a m ild  in t e r e s t  and p lea sa n t enough. .

In the b r ig h t e a r ly  a ftern oon  w e a r r iv e d  at W akefield  w h ere  G eorge  

W ashington w a s b orn , and w ere  m et b y  a P a rk  S e r v ice  m an - -  B o b  W alker, 

w ho in trod u ced  h im s e lf  a s  having se e n  m e la s t  in  the B ig  B end co u n try .
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MEMORANDUM

We sp en t o ver  an hour w alk ing o v e r the grounds that slop e down to a

b ro a d  e s tu a r y  of the P o to m a c . A m ile  or so  out you can  s e e  the r iv e r  i t s e l f .

It's  a  g r e a t  f ly - o v e r  in  the w in ter  they s a y  for lo ts  of g e e s e  and sw an s. The

h o u se  w as m ade o f o ld  b r ic k  and s it s  m e llo w  and su b sta n tia l on th e  la n d sca p e .

It w a s  co n str u c ted  in  the 1 9 3 2 s  in  the depths o f the D e p r e ss io n  b y  a  bunch of

v e r y  sp ir ite d  and b o ld  la d ie s  who w anted to do th is  a s  a m e m o r ia l  to G eorge

W ashington. T h ere  w ere  no p ic tu r e s , en g ra v in g s , and o f c o u r se  no m e m o r ie s .

B ut th ere  w as an in v en to ry  o f the fu rn itu re le f t  in  the C ou rth ou se  in  som e w il l .

And w ith  that en u m ero u s p ic tu r e s  of h o u se s  of that tim e and a r e a  they had

c o n stru c ted  th is  e ig h t-r o o m , s im p le  G eorgian  s tr u c tu re .

T h ere  w a s on ly  one p iece  of fu rn iture that had d e fin ite ly  b e e n  there in

young G e o rg e 's  tim e .

An in te r e s t in g  thing w e h ea rd  w as that th ere  s t i l l  a g r e a t  m any

f a m i l ie s  n a m ed  W ashington on the adjoin ing land .

A s w e w alk ed , every b o d y  look ed  a t us and the c a m e r a s  w e r e  busy.

And one lad y  sa id , "M rs. Johnson , w e a re  from  O akland, C a lifo r n ia . We

a re  g r ea t fan s o f your husband. We a r e  so r r y  he didn't run a g a in ."

has
L ik e so  m any g rea t o ld  p la c e s  th is   fa llen  in to  the hands o f the N ation a l

P a rk  S e r v ic e , and ju st  la s t  Spring they had in trod u ced  a c o lo n ia l farm  grow in g

the cro p s  and r a is in g  the s to ck  that w ould have b een  th ere b e tw een  1730 and
m o s t

1779 w hen the h ou se  burned . And th is proved  to be one o f th e  / in te r e s t in g  b its  

of the day. T h ere  w a s a team  of oxen  yoked togeth er  and p u llin g  an  old tw o -  

w h e e l c a r t , A N egro  d r iv e r  c la d  in  the co stu m e  of the m id d le  18th C entury
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d ir e c te d  the oxen  around in  what w as an unknown tone to m e.

T h ere  w as tob acco  and corn  and pum pkins. But w hen you get to the 

a n im a ls , th ey  had p roved  to be quite a  p ro jec t b e c a u se  so  g r e a t  a r e  the 

a d v a n ces  a n im a l hu sb andry that you can h a rd ly  fin d  any sto ck , any c h ic k e n s , 

l ik e  th ere  w e r e  in the m id d le  18th C entury.

M r. W alker ex p la in ed  to u s that the ch ick en  yard  th er e , ind eed , w hen  

th ey  b egan  to do r e s e a r c h , about a l l  that w as le ft  o f the sam e b r e ed  w e r e  

c o r n ish  c h ic k e n s , gam e c h ic k e n s , g u in ea s . That a l l  the b ig  fa t la r g e -b r e a s te d  

hKaxKy h ea v y  eg g -p ro d u cin g  ch ick en s o f today a r e  the produ ct o f m an 's  

s c ie n t if ic  b reed in g  - -  h is  s u c c e s s  s to r ie s  of the la s t  few  d e c a d e s . So the  

co n d itio n  o f m an , a t  le a s t  m a te r ia lly , in  what he r a is e s  and w hat g o es  on  h is  

tab le  h a s |r  v is ib ly  im p ro v ed  .

B y  now  it' w as a fter  3:00 and e n tir e ly  .too la te  fo r  them  to go on to 

C h a r lo tte sv ille  w e d ec id ed . So w e ju st spent the r e s t  of the day togeth er  and  

w en t by  R ob ert E . L e e ' s hom e at S tratford . We got lo s t  and  w e r e  fo r e v e r  

fin d in g  i t .  But i t  w a s  such  a  p lea sa n t r id e  a c r o s s  the b ack  ro a d s  of V irg in ia  

in  the b r ig h t e a r ly  autum n that nobody m in ded .

I w a s  p a r tic u la r ly  enjoying being w ith  L u cille .  We had n't been to g eth er  

th is  m u ch  s in c e  w e w e r e  ch ild ren  and w aded in  the c o o l s tr e a m s  at 

and c lim b ed  Hog M ountain and w ent on hay r id e s  and to w a term elo n  cu ttin g s .

She i s  s l im , h e r  e y e s  sp a rk le , sh e  i s  an im ated  and s e e m s  happy enough. The 

painfu l d iv o rce  i s  beh ind  h e r .

A d e lig h tfu l w om an took u s through Stratford  w hich  is  200  y e a rs  old , 

havin g  h o u sed  the L e e s  for  100 y e a r s . And a fter  them  the L ee  kinfolk , the
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S tu a rts , fo r  an oth er  hundred. O nly in  the 1 9 3 0 s  it had b een  p u rch a sed  by  

a n o th er  b rave group of w om en . T h is  tim e a C hapter of the UDC loca ted  

a m u sin g ly  enough in  Y ankee land  - -  in  G reen w ich , C on n ecticu t.

I had not b een  to S tratford  s in c e  w e u se d  to go w ith  the Sp eak er. It 

m u st  have b een  20 y e a r s  ago or m o r e . M ore of the ro o m s a r e  fu rn ish ed .

T he g r e a t  so lid  f o r t r e s s - l ik e  a r c h ite c tu r e  i s  ju st a s  I r em em b er e d  it . The 

c r o s s -v e n t i la t io n  - -  such  p r a c t ic a l, p le a sa n t en g in eer in g .

The m o st  m em o ra b le  ob ject to m e - -  a cra d le  b ea u tifu lly  draped, w hich  

had b een  u se d  by R ob ert E . L ee  w e w e r e  to ld  and had retu rn ed  to th is h ou se  

fro m  N a tch ez , M is s is s ip p i.

We rea ch ed  the W hite H ouse a l i t t le  p a st 6:00 , and I found Lyndon a t  

the lu n ch  ta b le . He had put in  a  lon g , b u sy  day, a lm o s t  c le a r e d  h is  d esk  and  

w a s  h avin g  soup and d e s e r t . T hen he la id  down for  a l it t le  r e s t  and I w ent to 

the b ow lin g  la n e s  w ith  the B a ile y s  - -  had th ree  g a m e s . L u c ille turned out to 

b e an  ex p e r t and Ju lian  too . And sw e e t M ary L ove - -  a c o m ic  r e l ie f .

T he P ic k le s  and D ea so n s  and Jack  B rook s a lon e cam e in  fo r  d in n er.

T he M cH ughs jo in ed  u s  fo r  d e s e r t  a t the tab le . E veryb od y  had been  to the 

T e x a s  p icn ic  w h ich  had b een  in  honor of M arvin and w e fe lt  a  pang of r e g r e t  

a c tu a lly  that w e hadn’t gone. B ut it i s  not p o s s ib le  r e a lly  to have a  p e r so n a l  

r e la x e d , n atura l tim e  in  a crow d . It turns out to be a show , a  front, a so r t  

of g iv in g . It w a s a p lea sa n t, happy day. And y e t th ere w as a  se n se  o f s a d n e s s ,  

of sta g n ation , of no p r o g r e s s  fo r  m e . —

Y e ste r d a y  w e had r e c e iv e d  a le t te r  from  G ardner A c k le y  d eclin in g  

w ith  m any thanks the opportunity  to head  the School o f P u b lic  S e r v ice .



MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE 
(  Saturday, S ep tem b er 7 , 1968 P a g e  5

C

W A S H I N G T O N

I had c a lle d  C h a n ce llo r  R ansom  to rem in d  him  of two n a m e s  that had  

a p p ea red  e a r l ie r  on the l is t :  W alt R ostow  and G ale M cG ee., He had b een  

s tro n g  fo r  e ith e r  of th em , but he h im s e lf  i s  not on the fa c u lty  c o m m ittee . 

H e w ould  lo o k  in to  i t .  He w ould be in  touch w ith  m e by the m id d le  of next 

' w eek . ■ ■

And s o  in  the d ays o f th is  F a l l ,  m any th ings a re  w in d in g  up and i t  i s  

a  tim e that c a l ls  for  stren g th  and d e term in ed  figh tin g  fo r  an yth in g  that can  

b e a c h ie v ed  fo r  good c h e er  in  the fa ce  of ev ery th in g .


