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I s l e p t  u n t i l  9 :30 , I w oke  to f ind  L yndon  h av in g  co ffee  in  the  W e s t  H a l l  

w i th  L a r r y  T e m p le  a n d  J im  J o n e s .  On th o se  f o r tu n a te  m o r n in g s  w h e n  I  s l e e p  

l a t e  h e  s l i p s  ou t to  k e e p  f r o m  w ak ing  m e  a n d  h a s  b r e a k f a s t  a n d  c o n d u c ts  i

b u s i n e s s  in  o u r  f a m i ly  s i t t in g  ro o m  - -  the  W es t  H a l l .

I t  w a s  a  d ay  j u s t  t a i l o r e d  to  m y  l ik in g .  M uch  w o rk ,  s o m e  e x e r c i s e ,  a n d  

a  gay  c o n v iv ia l  en d in g  to  lo o k  f o r w a r d  to .

F i r s t  i n  th e  m o r n i n g  aac I w e n t  w i th  L yndon  to the  d e d ic a t io n  o f  the  HUD 

b u i ld in g .  I  w a n te d  to  p a r t i c u l a r l y  b e c a u s e  A n d re  M e y e r  h a s  b e e n  i n t e r e s t e d  in  

i t  a s  a  p a r t  o f  the  w h o le  L 'E n f a n t  P l a z a  c o m p le x .

M a r s e l  B r o y e r s  h a n d iw o rk  i s  in d e e d  i m p r e s s i v e .  I t  h o u s e s  4300  u n d e r  

o n e  r o o f  - -  a n d  w o n d e r  of w o n d e r  in  th i s  day . I t  c o s t  $3 m i l l i o n  l e s s  than 

C o n g r e s s  a p p r o p r i a t e d .

We w e n t  to  the p l a t f o r m .  T h e r e  w e r e  the  f a m i l i a r  f i g u r e s  - -  S e c r e t a r y  

W e a v e r ,  B ob  W ood, D r . H a a r .  A nd to  m y  s u r p r i s e ,  L e r a  T h o m a s . And

A r c h b i s h o p  O 'B o y le ,  th a t  e m b a t t l e d  m a n  f o r  w hom  I f e e l  a n  e x t r a  k in s h ip  

t h e s e  d a y s .

L y n d o n  m a d e  the  p r i n c i p a l  a d d r e s s .  G ood enough , b u t  I  w i s h  i t  cou ld  

h a v e  b e e n  o f f - th e - c u f f ,  p o p p e d  a n d  p i thy [?].

A nd  to  m e  s o m e  of the m o s t  m e m o r a b le  w o r d s  o f  the  d a y  w e r e  the  

R e v e r e n d  L e o n  S u l l iv a n 's  - -  N e g ro  p o v e r ty  w o r k e r  f r o m  P h i l a d e lp h ia  w hose  

p r o j e c t  w e s aw  w ith  s u c h  e n th u s i a s m  a  y e a r  ago  o r  so .

B a c k  a t  th e  W hite  H o u se  I h a d  t h i r t y  l a p s  i n  the  po o l  a n d  th e n  w e n t  to  

J e a n  L o u is .  A nd  th e n  b e g a n  the lo n g  a f t e r n o o n  o f w o rk .  F i r s t ,  an  in te r v ie w
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p a r t l y  by  ta p e  w i th  J a m e s  E g a n  f o r  Good H o u se k e ep in g  on m y  f u tu r e  p la n s .

We  s a t  in  the L in c o ln  S it t in g  R o o m , h a d  s p ic e d  te a ,  a n d  s p e n t  an  h o u r  

t r y i n g  to  k e e p  a  c o u r s e  b e tw e e n  b e in g  g u a rd e d  a n d  c a n d id .  T h e r e  a r e  so 

m a n y  th in g s  I  w a n t  to do. F o l lo w  a u tu m n  f r o m  the t ip  of V e r m o n t  - -  o r  w o u ld  

i t  be  M ain e  - -  dow n th ro u g h  go ld  a n d  c r i m s o n  New E n g la n d  a n d  p a s t  f a m i l i a r  

W ash in g to n  a n d  M a r y l a n d  a n d  V i r g in ia  a n d  on dow n to  the  South  to h o m e .

A n d  in  r e v e r s e  fo l lo w  S p r in g  b eg in n in g  m a y b e  w i th  the  o ld  h i s t o r i c  h o m e s  

a n d  g a r d e n  of M i s s i s s i p p i  a n d  on u p  th ro u g h  South  C a r o l in a  a n d  once  a g a in  

to  N ew  E n g la n d .  A n d  I love  to w a lk  the  A p p a la c h ia n  T r a i l  a n d  I  w an t to go 

dow n e v e r  so  m a n y  r i v e r s .  T he  Snake a n d  the R io  G ra n d e  h a v e  ju s t  b e e n  a  

t a s t e .  A nd  one th in g  I  s h a l l  do i s  go to th e  h o m e s  of a l l  the  p r e s i d e n t s .  B y  

now  I h a v e  b e e n  to  a t  l e a s t  12, a n d  o f te n  you  f in d  th a t  t h e r e  a r e  two o r  t h r e e  

to  c o m m e m o r a t e  e a c h  p r e s i d e n t .

W ith  u s  i t  w i l l  a l l  be  a  p a c k a g e ,  f r o m  b i r t h  to d e a th ,  r i g h t  th e re  in  th a t  

l i t t l e  r i v e r  v a l le y .

I  w o u ld  e v e n  l ik e  to go b a c k  to th e  U n iv e r s i ty  a n d  g e t  a  M a s t e r s ,  p r o b a b ly  

o n  th e  w i ld  f lo w e r s  of the  E d w a rd s  p la te a u .  V e r y  l ik e ly  I  s h a l l  n e v e r  h a v e  the 

d i s c i p l in e ,  the  d e t e r m in a t io n ,  th e  t e n a c i ty  to  s t i c k  to  i t .  A n d  so  I  h ad  b e t t e r  

n o t  t a lk  a b o u t  i t .  A nd th a t  a p p l ie s  to  so  m a n y  th in g s .  A nd  I  w a n t  to p a y  f o r  

l iv in g  h e r e  in  th is  w o n d e r fu l  c o u n t ry .  I w a n t  to know  a n d  w o r k  a t  w h a t 's  

go ing  on  in  m y  c o m m u n i ty ,  in  m y  a r e a ,  in  m y  S ta te  - -  fo r  g o o d  th in g s  - -  

(  ' m a y b e  a  l i t t l e  v o lu n te e r  w o r k  in  H e a d S ta r t  o r  g e t t in g  a r t  m o b i l e s  in to  the

s m a l l  to w n s  of T e x a s .  A nd a lw a y s ,  a lw a y s  I  w i l l  be  w o rk in g  on  P a r k s  a n d  

c o n s e r v a t io n .  A n d  I  s h a l l  g e t  m o r e  l u x u r io u s ly  in to  the  p l e a s u r e s  of the
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t h e a t r e .  I t  h a s  j u s t  b e e n  a  l i t t l e  t a s t e  g e t t in g  to know  the  P a l o n e u r  [Pendelton?] C anyon  

P a g e a n t  a n d  th e  A lb an y  Fa n d a n g le. Now I w o u ld  l ik e  to e x p lo r e  the  T r i n i t y  

t h e a t r e  in  San A n to n io .  A nd I h a v e  n e v e r  e v en  b e e n  to the  J e f f e r s o n  M u s e u m .

A nd  th en , c o m p e l l in g ly ,  t h e r e  i s  th e  c a l l  of a l l  the  f a r  a w a y  p l a c e s  

th a t  I  w a n t  to  go to  s e e .  T h e  s n o r k e l s  in  the c l e a r  w a t e r s  o ff M e x ic o ,  th e  

C a c a h u a m i lp a ,  a n d  the  good  l iv e  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  d ig s  in  Y u c a ta n  P e n in s u la ,  

a n d  the  [T i gris-Eup h ra t e s , or] G r e e c e .  I t ' s  a l m o s t  a  f a m i ly  jo k e  - -  m e  going a w a y  

• to the  I s l e s  o f  G r e e c e  on  a  b o a t  to g e t  a w a y  f r o m  e v e r y th in g .  B u t  w hen  I  go,

I  s h a l l  t r y  to  take so m e  o f m y  f a m i ly  a lo n g  - -  t h e r e ' s  nob o d y  th a t  I  f ind  m o r e  

^ fun .

( B u t th is  w o u ld  so u n d  so  n a k e d  in  p r i n t  a n d  b e f o r e  a n y  of i t  w a s  d o n e .

A n d  so  I  t a lk e d  a  good d e a l  a b o u t  th e  p r o s a i c  a n d  n e c e s s a r y  th in g s .  T h e  f i r s t  

m o n th s  th a t  m u s t  be  s p e n t  u n p a ck in g  p o s s e s s i o n s  of t h i r t y  y e a r s  a c c u m u la t io n ,  

a n d  h e lp in g  g e t  a  d a u g h te r  w h o se  h u s b a n d  i s  o v e r s e a s  s e t t l e d  i n  w i th  h e r  b a b y  

t e m p o r a r i l y  in  m y  h o m e  u n t i l  h e  r e t u r n s .

So w i th  a  c o n s id e r a b le  t r e p id a t io n ,  I  s p e n t  a n  h o u r  a n d  h e a v e n  k n o w s  

w h a t  w i l l  c o m e  o f  i t .

A nd  th e n  a f t e r  a  good lo n g  s e s s i o n  w ith  L iz  a n d  S h a ro n  g o in g  o v e r  a n  

e x c e l l e n t  m e m o  th a t  S h a ro n  h a d  p r e p a r e d  - -  a  s o r t  of s y n th e s i s  of o u r  

a c h i e v e m e n t s  in  m y  c o m m i t t e e  a n d  of the  p r o je c t io n  of the  th in g s  to c o m e .

 ̂ I  s p e n t  a n o th e r  h o u r  w i th  M e r le  S e c r e s t  of th e  W ash in g to n  P o s t .  O n ce

a g a i n  in  the  L in c o ln  S it ting  R o o m  a n d  o v e r  a  cup  of s p ic e d  t e a ,  ta lk ing a b o u t
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b e a u t i f i c a t io n  - -  p a s t ,  p r e s e n t ,  a n d  f u tu r e .  T h e  b e s t  of a l l  th in g s  w as  th a t  

I found  h e r  a  d e v o te e .  She, too, i s  h o o k e d  a n d  e n th u s i a s t i c .  A n d  i f  t h e r e  

i s  one t r i u m p h  I  c a n  th in k  of i s  th a t  t h e r e  a r e  m o r e  ̂ a r t i c u la te  w r i t e r s  a n d  

t h i n k e r s  - -  m o r e  p r o j e c t o r s  to the  pu b lic  - -  a b o u t  c o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  b e a u t i f i c a t io n  

th a n  t h e r e  w e r e  fo u r  y e a r s  ag o . A nd fo r  th a t  I  c a n  take  s o m e  l i t t l e  c r e d i t .

I  d e s c r i b e d  o u r  w in d -u p  a c h ie v e m e n t s  - -  the  h o c k e d  fo u n ta in s  on  the  

E l l i p s e  a n d  the  H a in e s  P o in t  j e t ,  the  t h r e e  s c h o o ls  - -  B o w en  u n d e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  : 

a n d  B ro w n  a n d  K ings  m a n  go ing  ou t f o r  b id s .  A nd  in  th e  lo w - in c o m e  a r e a s ,  

the  two v e s t - p o c k e t  p a r k s ,  a  g if t  o f  th e  K r u eg e r s ,  a n d  the  p la n t in g  o f  s t r e e t  

t r e e s  in  Shaw , A n d  w e e x a m in e d  o u r  f a i l u r e s .  Som ehow  w e h a d n ' t  e n l i s t e d  

—̂  th e  f u l l  s u p p o r t  of th e  b u s i n e s s  c o m m u n i ty  o f  W ash in g to n . M o s t  of the  b ig

g if ts  h a d  c o m e  f r o m  o u ts id e ,  a l th o u g h  t h e r e  h a d  b e e n  s o m e .  M r s . M e r r i w e a t h e r  

P o s t ,  the  K r u e g e r s ,  th e  L o uchh e i m s ,  the  M y er  F o u n d a t io n .  S o m e t im e s  t h e r e  

h a d  b e e n  a  f a i l u r e  to h a v e  the  fu l l  s u p p o r t  of a  n e ig h b o rh o o d  on  a  p r o j e c t  tha t  

y o u  p u t  t h e r e  - -  s u c h  a s  a  s c h o o l  im p r o v e m e n t .  A nd th a t  w a s  a lw a y s  a b s o lu t e ly  

n e c e s s a r y .  I d id  n o t  m e n t io n  i t ,  b u t  one of m y  c o n sp ic u o u s  f a i l u r e s  a lo n g  th a t  

l i n e  i s  a  l i t t l e  P a r k  in  J o h n so n  C i ty  th a t  s i t s  t h e r e  u n u s e d  a n d  u n a p p r e c i a t e d  

r e a l l y .  B u t I  h o p e  a  l e s s o n  to  m e .

A f te r  M e r l e  l e f t ,  I  w o r k e d  a  w h ile  a t  m y  d e s k .  A nd th e n  a t  7 :00  I  w e n t  

dow n f o r  the  h ap p y , g a y  en d in g  of the  d ay  - -  the  C oun ty  F a i r  on the  South  

G ro u n d s .

O n ly  in  o u r  A d m in i s t r a t i o n  h av e  th e s e  South G ro u n d s  s e e n  su ch  a  s ig h t .

A f e r r i s  w h e e l ,  a  m e r r y - g o - r o u n d ,  p e a n u ts  a n d  p o p c o rn  a n d  co t to n  can d y ,
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s a c k  r a c e s ,  a n d  f o r tu n e  t e l l e r s .  We r a n  in to  S c o o te r  M i l l e r  a n d  M a r y  Ka l t m a n  

d e c k e d  out in  lo u d  c o lo r s  a n d  d o z e n s  of s t r i n g s  of b e a d s  a n d  b ro w n  p a in t ,  

d i s p e n s in g  the f o r tu n e s  to a l l  c o m e r s .  E r n i e  G o ld s te in  a n d  T y l e r  A b e ll  w e a r in g  

r e d - s t r i p e d  v e s t s  a n d  s t r a w  h a t s  w e r e  b a r k e r s  f o r  the  s a c k  r a c e s  a n d  the  

" c r a c k  the  w h ip " .  E v e ry b o d y  h a d  b e e n  c a l l e d  in  to h e lp .  I  a s k e d  w h e re  

L y n d a  B i r d  w a s . F i r s t  s h e  w a s  on the  m e r r y - g o - r o u n d ,  th e n  up  in  the  f e r r i s  

w h e e l .  S om eb o d y  e x p r e s s e d  c o n c e r n  a n d  s h e 'd  s a id ,  " W e l l  m y  d o c to r  to ld  

m e  I m u s t  n o t  go sk i in g ,  b u t  h e  n e v e r  d id  s a y  a n y th in g  ab o u t  f e r r i s  w h e e l s , "

She h a d  b e e n  so  l iv e  a n d  gay , so  s t r o n g  a n d  s e n s ib le .  I  am  v e r y  p ro u d  of h e r .  

She i s  fu n n y  a b o u t  h e r  b a b y  - -  c a l l s  h im  " th u m p e r " ,  d e s c r i b e s  h i s  g y m n a s t i c s  

r a t h e r  r u e f u l ly  a n d  g o e s  r i g h t  o n  to th e  I r a n i a n  E m b a s s y  o r  the  M o ro c c a n  f o r  

d i n n e r  o r  b r id g e ,  f o r  lo n g  w a lk s  a r o u n d  the  m o n u m e n ts ,  f o r  w e e k e n d s  in  

N ew  Y o rk  a n d  N e w p o r t ,  in v i t in g  f r i e n d s  dow n to  s e e  the  h o u s e .  I t  i s  v e r y  

s a t i s f y in g .

A lw a y s  b e f o r e  the  s ta f f p a r t y  h a d  b e e n  a t  C h r i s t m a s ,  a n d  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  

h a d  b e e n  a t  l e a s t  a  th o u sa n d ,  i t  w a s  n o t  p o s s ib le  to in v i te  th e m  to b r in g  t h e i r  

s p o u s e s .  O u td o o rs  w e  can .  T h a t ’ s the  g r e a t  v i r t u e  o f th is  e v en in g .

A t l e a s t  th e  f i r s t  t e n  p eo p le  I  s to p p e d  to t a lk  to  w e r e  f r o m  th e  p h o to g ra p h ic  , 

s e c t io n  a n d  w e la u g h e d  a t  how  b u s y  w e k e p t  th e m .  A nd t h e r e  w e r e  te le p h o n e  

o p e r a t o r s  e v e r y w h e r e .  I  w i l l  a lw a y s  th in k  of th em  a s  m y  s p e c i a l  f r i e n d s .

A n d  I  s a w  the  P h i l ip p in e s  w i th  th e i r  w iv e s ,  a n d  e v e n  Wong a c c o m p a n y in g  

M a r y  a n d  J a m e s  D a v is ,  m u n c h in g  on a  h o t  dog a n d  a p p a r e n t l y  c o m m u n ic a t in g  

w i th  th e m  s o m e h o w . He i s  in  la n g u ag e  sch o o l  now . A nd a l l  of L y n d o n 's  top  

A s s i s t a n t s  w e r e  t h e r e .  I  h e a r  W alt  R o s to w  e v e n  m a d e  i t .  A nd  I  r a n  in to
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G e o rg e  C h r i s t i a n ,  L a r r y  T e m p le ,  T om  Jo h n so n ,  Jo e  C a l i f a n o .  I t w a s  a  

g r e a t  e v e n in g  w i th  e v e r y b o d y  e s p e c i a l l y  p ro u d  to b e  a b le  to b r i n g  th e i r  h u s b a n d  

o r  t h e i r  w ife  to  the  p la c e  w h e r e  th e y  w o r k  - -  the  W hite H o u se .

B e s s  h a d  a  p h o to g ra p h ic  b u s i n e s s  going a t  a  c h o ic e  sp o t  on  the  f r o n t  

la w n . T h e r e  w a s  a  l i t t l e  p la t f o r m  a n d  a  lo n g  l in e  of the  s ta f f  l in e d  up  to  m o u n t  

th e  p l a t f o r m ,  h a v e  a  p i c t u r e  m a d e  b y  Po la r o id  w ith  the  b a c k - d r o p  of the g r e a t  

h o u s e ,  a n d  a f t e r w a r d s  I  s ig n e d  e v e r  so  m a n y  of th e m .

A b o u t 9 :00 , L y n d o n  c a m e  ou t,  m a d e  a  c i r c l e  of the  law n , jo k in g  w ith  e v e ry b o d y  

h e  kn ew , g a t h e r e d  up  the  R u fu s  Y oungb loods  a n d  M a r ie  a n d  J o h n  C r i s w e l l ,

^  J im  J o n e s  a n d  O liv e  O l iv ia  a n d  we w ound  up  on the s e c o n d  f lo o r  a  l i t t l e  p a s t

i , 9 :00  a m p ly  fe d  b y  th e  d e l ic io u s  b a r b e q u e d  r i b s .  B u t  w e a l l  h a d  a  d r i n k  a n d

t a l k e d  w ith  R u fu s  a b o u t  s e c u r i t y  a t  the  R a n c h  in  the  m o n th s  to  c o m e ,  w ith  

T o m  a n d  J im  a b o u t  the  o ff ice  s ta f f ,  a n d  L ynda  a n d  W a r r i e  L y n n .

A nd  a  l i t t l e  p a s t  11:00 to b ed .


