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I 's.lept unt11 9:30, I woke to find I_..‘y’r‘xdon having coffee i‘n.the 'W.est Hall
with Larr'y Teroole and Jim Johee. On those fortunete moz;nings wben I sleep
late he sHps out to keep f:otn waking roe and hds breakfast and conducts o
bosiness in odr farr‘).ill.y sitting room -; the "West Hall,

,'It was a day'j‘ust tailored to rny liking, Much work, ‘some exercise, and .

| ;a gay conv1v1a1 endmg to look. forward to.

Fu'st in the mornmg =k I went w1th LyndOn to' the ded1eat1on of the HUD
bu11d1ng. I we.nted to partu:ularly because Andre Meye_r ha..e'belen»mtere‘sted dn
it as a'pa;-t of the ",wldol:e L'Enfant Plaza complex. -.

Mar_eel .Bvroyere handiwork );.s .in‘deed impre.s siwre; It houses 4360‘ under
one roof -~ e.nd w‘onde‘:." of wohder in this day. "It cost $3 million lee_e than
- We went to the platform; : There were toe,famiiiaf .figures -- Seéltetar‘)r

Wea,ver, Bob Wood Dr.; Haa.r. And to my surprise, & Thomas. And

Archblshop O'Boyle, that embattled man for whom I feel an extra k1nsh1p

these days.

LyndOn made the pr1nc1pa1 address. Good enough, but I wish it could

" have been off-the;—cuff, _ popped and plffy. -

And to me som e of the most memorable words of the day were the.

- Reverend Leon Sullivan's -- Negro poverty worker from Phi»ladelphia‘whosei .

project we saw with such enthusiasm a year ago or so.
Back at the thte House I had thirty laps in the pool and then went to

Jean Louis. And then becran the long afternOOn of work Flrst, an interview .
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partly bjr tape with James Egan for Good Housekeeping on my(future plé.ns. »

We sat in the Lincoln Sitting Room, had spiced tea, and spent an hour '
trying to keep a course between being gﬁarded and candid. There are s0

~

many th_ings I want to do, Follow autumn from the tip ofv Vermont  -- or would

it be Maine -- down _through gold and crimson New England and past familiar

Washington and Maryland and Virginia and on down to the“ South to home.
And in reverse follow Spring beginning maybe with the old historic homes
and gardér_l of -Miésissippi and on.up th'rtéugh South Caroliha and once again

to New England. And I love to walk the Appalachian Trail and I want to go

. down ever so many rivers. The Snake and the Rio Grande have just beena
" taste. And one thing I shall dp is go to the homes of all the presidents. By

‘now I have been to at least 12, and often you find that there are two or three

to commemorate each president,
With us it will all be a package, from birth to death, right there in that
little river valley.

I wouigi even like to go back to the Unix}ersity and get a Masters, probé.bly'

. .on the wild flowers of the Edwards plateau. .Very likely I shall never have the

discipliixe, ﬂ'.IG ‘delteirrlxih.a,tion, fhe tér_xa.city to stick to it. And so I had better :
x;ol: talk about it. And that. é.pplies’ to .sbo' many things. And I want t§ pay for
iiw)ing here in this §vonderfu1 c.olt.mbtry.‘ I‘ waht t’o. knowv and,w§rk at Whatls

gdiqg on in my comfnunity, in my area, in rny State -- for good ghings --
'maybeé little vc.)lunteer‘\'rvork in HeadStart or getting arf mobiles into the

small towns of Texas, And é,lways;' always I will be working on Parks and

conservation., And I shall get more luxuriously into the pleasures of the
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‘theatre. It has j\ist'been a little,ta.sté getting to know the Paloneur Canyon

Pageant and the Albany fandango. : Now I would like to expldre the Trinity
theatre in San Antonio. And I have never even been to the Jefferson Museum. '

And then, compellingly, there is the call of all the far away places

‘ tha.t I want to go to see. The anrkéls in the _cleaf waters off Mexiéo; the

- Cacahuamilpa, and the good live archaéological digs in Yucatan Peninsula,

and the Tikus Uphates in _Greecev.‘ It's almost a family joke -- me going a{véy

. to the Isles of Giﬁébece ona boat to gét away from everything., But when I go,

I_sha;ll I;ry to lake »éome of my family along -- there"s nobody that I find rhore
- : . _ , S ,

But this w'ouldfvsou‘nd so nakedvin‘ print and béfore any of it was done.
And so Italked a good deal abou; ‘the prosaﬁc and necessa‘ry" things. The first | |

months that must be spent impacki:_ng posseséionsfof thirty years accumulation, .

and helping gét a daughter whose husband is overseas settled in with her babsr '

tem poraﬁly in my _hoh"xv‘e ﬁntii he i'el;urns. .

So With a cousidera;txle trepidation, 1 s‘pentian hour agd heaven knows
what will ;:omg of‘it.

‘ Anci ,£hen_after-a‘:good 10‘1';g>‘se:s.sion with Liz and Sharon -gvoi.ngiover an”. -

excellent_rrierho that Sharon had breparéd -~ a sort of synthesis of our

achievements in my committee and of the proje'ctic_m of the things to come.

I spent another hour with Merle Secrest of the Washington Post. Once

again in the Lincoln Sitting Room and over a vcup of spiced tea, talkixﬁ about
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beautification -- past, pre se'nt, and future. The best of .all things was that

I fou.nd her a devotee. She, too, is hooked and enthusiastic. And s if there

is one triumph I can think of is that there are more articulate writers and

" thinkers -- more projectors to the public -- about conservation and bea.utiﬁcation'.

than there were four 'yeare ago. ' And for that I can take some little credit, .

I described our wind-up achievements -~ the hocked fountains on the - -

: Ellipee and the Haines Point jet, the three schools -- Bowen under construction,

and Brown and Kingsman going out for bids. ’ And.in the low—income areas,

the two vest- pocket parks, a gift of the Krége rs, and the plantmg of street

trees in Shaw‘ And we examined our fa11ures. . Somehow we hadn't enl1sted

| the full supi)ort of the business oommunity of Washington. Most of the big.

gifts had come from outside, although there had been some. Mrs, Merriweather
Post, thedKreegers, the 'Lockheirns, the Myer Foundation. Som_etimes there
had been a failure to have the full support of a neighborhood on a project that

you put there -- such as a school improvement And that was always absolutely

: necessary. I d1d not mention 1t, but one of my conspmuous faxlures a.long that .

‘ lme is a httle Park in Johnson C1ty that szts there. unused and unappreczated

really.‘ But I hope a lesson to me.
After Merle left, I worked a while at my desk And then at 7:00 I went |
down for the happy, gay endmg of the day -~ the County Fair on the South
Grounds.
Only in our Admin‘istrat-iionhave these 'S.onth Grounds seen sucn a sight.
A ferris wheel, a _m‘erry-.-lgo-round, oeenuts and A‘pop_corn and eotton candf, l'
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 sack races, and fortune tellers. We ran into Scooter Miller and Mary atfman -

decked out in loud mkmxcolors and dozens of strings of beads and brown paint.

dispensing the fortunes to all comers. Ernie Goldstein and Tyler.Abell wearing

- red-striped vests and straw hats were barkers for the sack races and the

~""crack the whip''. : ‘Everybody' had_been called in to help. 'Iasked where -

[

Lynda Bird was. First she was on the merry_—go-iourid, then up in the ferris

- wheel. | vSomebody expressed concern and she'd said, '"Well my doctor told

me I must not gO"skiing, but he ‘nevef did ea.y anything about ferris wheels, '

'She had been so live and gay, so strong and sensible, I am very proud of her.

. She is funny about her baby -- calls 'him_ "thumper', describes his gyinna.sties

.;ather ruefully and goes right on to the Iranian EAmbaesy or the Moroecen for
dinner vor brlidge,‘_'for long &{ralks around the monﬁmen_te, for weekende in |
New York and" Newport, invitihg fri.ends down to see the heﬁse. It‘ie_ very
setisfying. |

Alwa.ys before the staff party had been at Chnstmas, and beca.use there ‘

had been at least a thousand, it was not pos 51b1e to invite them to brmg the1r

~ spouses. Outdoors we can. That‘s the grea.t m‘nrtue of this evemng
‘ At least the first ten people I stopped to talk to were from the photogra.phm ;

‘section and we- laughed at how busy we kep t them. : And there were telephone

operators everywhere. 1 will always think of them as my special friends.

And I saw the Philippinos with their wives, and even Wong accompanying

‘Mary and James Davis, munching on a hot dog and apparently cornmunicating
with them somehow.  He is'in-lenguage school now. And all of Lyndbn's top - . "

. Assistants wefe there. 1 hear Walt Rostow even made it. And I ran into
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- George Christian‘,' Larry Temple, Tom Johﬁsbn, ‘Joe Califano. It ﬁas a’

great evening -with everybody especially .proufd to be able to bring their husband )
or their‘Wife' to the Place where thejr'wqu ~- the White House.
: _Bess'. had a phot_o'gra.phic business going at a choice spot on the front

lawn.' 'There ‘.was'a iittle 'platferrh and a long line‘of the staff lined‘up tob mount .

-the platform, have a p1cture made by polaroid w1th the back drop of the great

house, and aftet-wards 1 51gned ever 80 many of them.
About 9:00, Lyndon cart:e out, “ma‘de a circle of the lawn, | joking With 'evelfybody k

he Aknew_, ;gathe'recvi up the Rufus Youngblooda and Marie antl John Criswell,

Jim Jones and Olive Olivia aztd we' wound up on the second floor a little past

9:00 amply fed by the dehcmus barbequed ribs. But we all bad a drixik and

»talked with Rufus about secunty at the Ranch in the months to come, with

Tom and Jim about the office staff and Lynda and Warne Lynn.

And a little past 11:00 to bed.




