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I  s l e p t  l a t e .  In  the  m o r n in g  I w o r k e d  w ith  A sh to n ,  c a l l e d  D r .  J im  C a in  

to ta lk  a b o u t  Z e p h y r .  He th in k s  w e sh o u ld  no t a s k  h e r  to go to T e x a s  w i th  u s .  

H igh  b lo o d  p r e s s u r e  a n d  o v e rw e ig h t  a r e  too s e r i o u s  a  p r o b le m .  A f te r  26 y e a r s  

w h a t  a  w o u n d  t h a t  w i l l  b e .

A nd  a t  11:30 I  w a s  in  L y n d o n ’s o ff ice  fo r  the  a r r i v a l  of P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  

a n d  M r s .  B a r r o w  of B a r b a d o s ,  w e a r in g  m y  w h ite  M o ll ie  P a r n i s  o u tf i t .  A nd  

a s  w e  m a r c h e d  ou t on the  la w n  to the  l ig h t ly  c h e e r in g  c r o w d s  I  h a d  th a t  p an g  

I  a m  e x p e r i e n c in g  o v e r  a n d  o v e r  - -  w hy  h a d n ' t  I  in v i te d  X a n d  Y a n d  Z to  c o m e  

to  th i s  c e r e m o n y .  I t  i s  a  t h r i l l in g ,  e x c i t in g  one . A nd f o r  m e ,  e v e n  i f  r e p e a t e d  

f o r  the  105th t im e ,  the  s a m e  h ig h  d r a m a  a n d  s t i f fe n in g  o f the  p u l s e  w h en  th o se  

t r u m p e t s  b e g in  to  b low  f r o m  the  B a lc o n y .

M y e y e s  s k im m e d  th e  c ro w d  f o r  the  two young p i - y i s  - -  th e  c h i ld r e n  

o f  M e r l e  O b e ro n  - -  th ey  h a d  lu n c h e d  w i th  u s  y e s t e r d a y  a n d  I h a d  a s k e d  th a t  

the  c h i ld r e n  c o m e  b a c k  to the a r r i v a l  c e r e m o n y  i f  th e y  w o u ld  l i k e  to .

O u r  g u e s t s  f r o m  B a r b a d o s  w e r e  q u i te  B r i t i s h ,  q u i te  b la c k ,  and  q u i te  

e a s y  a n d  s o p h i s t i c a te d .  A s  I t u r n e d  to t a lk  to M r s .  B a r r o w s  w h e n  L yndon  

w a s  e s c o r t i n g  the  P r i m e  M in i s t e r  a r o u n d  the  law n , I n o t ic e d ,  a n d  once m o r e ,  

w i th  a  p an g , th a t  the  t a l l  m i l i t a r y  m a n  w ho h a s  s to o d  o v e r  a n d  o v e r  in  the  p la c e  

• in  f r o n t  of th e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  bo x  w a s  no lo n g e r  t h e r e .  S o m eo n e  e l s e  h a d  t a k e n  

h i s  p la c e .
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L y n d o n 's  w e lc o m in g  s p e e c h  h a d  a  u n ique  v a r ia t io n ,  th is  t i m e .  I t  a p p e a r s  

th a t  G e o r g e  W ash in g to n  on  h i s  on ly  e x c u r s io n  o u ts id e  of th e  U n i t e d  S ta te s  h a d  

b e e n  a  t o u r i s t  in  B a r b a d o s .  L a t e r  in  the v i s i t  the  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  r e c a l l e d  th a t  

too  a n d  gav e  u s  a  s p e c i a l  in v i ta t io n  to  fo llow  in  G e o r g e 's  f o o t s t e p s .

B a c k  u p s t a i r s  I  r e c o r d e d  a n d  w o r k e d  w ith  A sh to n ,  t a lk e d  to  L ynda , 

lu n c h e d  on a  s a n d w ic h  in  m y  d r e s s i n g  r o o m .  A nd th en  w o rk e d  w i th  Sim one 

c o m p le t in g  th e  r e c o r d i n g  of the  b i r t h p l a c e  s c r i p t .  T h e  o ld e r  o n e  i s  q u ite  

w o r n  o u t  a n d  t e c h n ic a l ly  p o o r .  A nd th en  I  s p e n t  a  co u p le  o f  h o u r s  on w h a t  I  

w i l l  n o  doub t s p e n d  a  c h u n k  of m y  l i f e t im e  l a t e r  th is  F a l l  on g o in g  th ro u g h  th e  

third f lo o r  s t o r e r o o m  w i th  H e le n .  T h e  h o t  a n d  d u s ty  a c c u m u la t io n  o f  y e a r s  - -  

b o x e s  f r o m  30 th  P l a c e  a n d  the  E l m s ,  s t i l l  u n p a c k e d .  P la q u e s  a n d  p r e s e n t s  

f r o m  t r i p s  a n d  r o w s  of p o in te d - to e ,  s p ik e d  h e e l  s h o e s .

A n d  th e n  m o r e  d e s k  w o r k  a n d  c a l l e d  a  few  f r i e n d s  f o r  lunch, on w h a t  I 

h o p e  i s  s o m e  q u ie t  d a y  in  a  w e e k  o r  so  - -  R o b in  Duke a n d  K a t ie  L o u c h h e im  

a n d  N an cy  D ic k e r s o n .

T h e n  to M r .  J e a n  L o u is  to g ive  m e  a  h a i r - d o .

A n d  a l l  a f te r n o o n ,  the  g la n c e s  o u t the  w indow  to s e e  how  o u r  d in n e r  i n  

th e  R o s e  G a r d e n  u n d e r  the  te n t  w ou ld  f a r e .  I t  i s  a s  p r e t t y  a s  c a n  b e  - -  the  

te n t  w h i te  a n d  f e s t i v e  w i th  lo o p s  of e le g a n t  f r in g e  a n d  l in e d  w ith  p in k  a n d  g r e a t  

b ig  p a p e r  f lo w e r s  in  e v e r y  sh ad e  of p in k  a n d  r e d ,  the  p o le s  d e c o r a t e d  w i th  

s m i l a x .  . I t  w i l l  b e  lo v e ly  f o r  s o m e  f u tu r e  W hite  H ouse  b r id e .

A bou t 4 :00  a  sw if t ,  d r iv in g  r a i n  h a d  c o m e  up . B u t i t  h a d  go n e  sw if t ly .
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A nd th e n  l i t t l e  C a r o l  C a r l i s l e  h a d  c o m e  in  w ith  a  d i s c o n s o la te  look.

T h e  te n t  i s  l e a k in g .  So B e s s ,  w ho w a s  w i th  m e ,  w e n t  fo r th  to  f ig h t  tha t  c r i s i s ,  

p u t  u p  a l t e r n a t i v e  s e a t in g  in  the S ta te  D ining  R o o m . By 7 :30 , a l l  w a s  w e l l .

T h e  sk y  h a d  c l e a r e d .  A nd  L y n d o n  a n d  I h a d  p i c t u r e s  m a d e  in  the  Y e llow  R o o m . 

I w o r e  m y  p in k  M o ll ie  P a r n i s  w ith  the  b e a d e d  j a c k e t  in  h o n o r  of th e  ten t.

A l i t t l e  p a s t  8:00 w e  w e n t  dow n to the  N o r th  P o r t i c o  to  g r e e t  the  B a r r o w s ,  

p a u s in g  a  l i t t l e  l o n g e r  th a n  u s u a l  b e c a u s e  S im one  h a d  r e m in d e d  u s  th a t  th e y  

w e r e  do ing  s o m e  TV . A nd th en  u p s t a i r s  to the Y e llo w  R oom  w ith  t h e i r  p a r t y  

o f  4 g e n t le m e n  a n d  D e an  a n d  V i rg in ia  a n d  o u r  A m b a s s a d o r  to th e m  a n d  A ng ie  

a n d  R o b in .

L y n d o n  s e n t  up  to  g e t  G e n e r a l  a n d  M r s .  R o b b in s  who w e r e  o u r  h o u se  

g u e s t s .  A n d  L y n d a  B i r d  c a m e  in  a n d  m e t  e v e ry b o d y .

T h e  B a r r o w s  g av e  m e  a n  a b s o lu t e ly  d a r l in g  p r e s e n t  - -  a  l i t t l e  gold 

s e a s h e l l  - -  a  r e a l  one  I th in k  - -  d ip p e d  in  gold  w ith  a  p e a r l  in  i t .

A n d  a m o n g  o u r  p r e s e n t s  to  th e m  w a s  a  m o v ie  p r o j e c to r  fo r  h im  - -  one  of 

h i s  e n t h u s i a s m s  I  a m  to ld .

R o b in  Duke in  a  d r e s s  b e a d e d  f r o m  h e a d  to toe , c o v e r e d  w i th  a  long c o a t  

m a d e  o f p in k  o s t r i c h  f e a t h e r s ,  w a s  the  m o s t  d e le c ta b le  s ig h t  a l l  ev en in g .

I t  w a s  n o t  one of o u r  m o s t  b r i l l i a n t  p a r t i e s .  B u t I n e v e r  t r i e d  h a r d e r .  

T h e r e  i s  th a t  s e n s e  of a n  a p p ro a c h in g  end  o v e r  e v e r y th in g .  A s o r t  of c l im a te .

A l i t t l e  le td o w n  in  s e r v i c e ,  in  s ta f f ,  in  the  w ho le  s p i r i t  of h ig h  r e s o l v e  a n d  

g r e a t  th a t  h a s  m a r c h e d  w ith  u s  th e s e  f iv e  y e a r s .  A nd I  s h a l l  t r y  to c o m b a t  

i t  u n t i l  the  d a y  I  w a lk  ou t of h e r e .
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F r o m  the  S en a te  th e r e  w a s  W ayne M o r s e  a lo n e  a n d  the  Jo h n  S p a rk m a n s  

a n d  M ike  M a n s f ie ld s  a n d  J e n n in g s  R an d o lp h .

A s m a l l  c o n t in g e n t  f r o m  the H o u se .

F r o m  the  G o v e r n m e n t ,  C h a r l i e  M u rp h y  w ho a m a z in g ly  h a s  n o t  a t t e n d e d  

a  S ta te  Din n e r  i n  o u r  t im e  o r  in  A n g ie 's .  A nd  the  B e r t  H a r d in g s  of O EO.

F r o m  L a b o r ,  the  G e o rg e  M ea n y s  - -  th o s e  v e t e r a n s  of m a n y  W hite  H ouse  

p a r t i e s .  A n d  f r o m  b u s i n e s s ,  the  W in d h am s  w hom  I  w a s  th an k in g  f o r  m a k in g  - 

l o t s  of p e o p le  h a p p y  a t  o u r  C o u n t r y  F a i r .  A nd the A r th u r  H o l te n s ,  w ho i s  a l s o  

a  f r i e n d  of L y n d a s .  I  h a d  s e a te d  M r .  H o lte n  a t  h e r  ta b le  w i th  h i s  d a u g h te r  

^  H o lly  a n d  f i a n c e e .  A n d  e n t e r t a i n m e n t ,  G o rd o n  M a c R a e ,  w ho  h a d  sung a t

L y n d a 's  r e h e a r s a l  d in n e r ,  I  b e l ie v e  i t  w a s .  A nd  I  p u t  D ian a  M a r s h  a t  L y n d a 's  

ta b le  n e x t  to  C a r t e r  B ro w n  of th e  N a t io n a l  G a l l e r y  of A r t ,  T h i s  a  l i t t l e  s a lu te  

to  C h a r l e s ,  lo n g  gone now . B u t  I th in k  i t  w ou ld  h a v e  p l e a s e d  h im  to  h av e  h a d  

h e r  s h a r e  th is  lo v e ly  h o u s e  w ith  D ian a .

And, t h e r e  w e r e  T e x a n s .  T h e  G len n  B ig s ,  D r .  C a r d n e s  a n d  D r .  W il l ia m  

G o rd o n ,  D e an  of E n g in e e r in g  a t  R ic e .  A nd  D oug las  H u b b a rd  of the  N a t io n a l  

P a r k  S e rv ic e  w ho  i s  so  k K l^  c o m p e te n t  a n d  h e lp fu l  to  m e  in  m y  P a r k  p r o j e c t s .  

A n d  th e  M il to n  S m ith s ,  w hom  I  h a d  j u s t  found  w e r e  in  tow n. T h e  g la m o r o u s  

M e r l e  O b e ro n  w ho w a s  j u s t  sp en d in g  a  n ig h t  o r  two in  W ash in g to n  on h e r  w ay  

a r o u n d  the c o u n t r y  ta k in g  h e r  c h i ld r e n  to  s e e  A m e r i c a .

T a l l  a n d  a t t r a c t i v e  B i l l  K e r r ,  S e n a to r  Bob K e r r ' s  so n , w ho b r o u g h t  b a c k  

a  h o s t  o f  m e m o r i e s .
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W hen  the  l in e  w a s  f in i s h e d ,  L y n d o n  took  M r s .  B a r r o w 's a r m .  She i s  

a  v e r y  a t t r a c t i v e ,  e a s y ,  p l e a s a n t  w o m a n .  And I  e s c o r t e d  the  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r .  

A n d  w e w e n t  e x p e c ta n t ly  in to  the  te n t  w h ic h  w a s  a s  p r e t t y  a s  I  h a d  h o p ed . 14 

t a b l e s  f o r  10 a n d  c a n d le s  a n d  f lo w e r s  a n d  a  f e s t iv e  a i r .

1 h a d  c h o s e n  m y  ta b le  c a r e f u l ly .  T h e r e  w e r e  h o s t s  f r o m  t h r e e  of m y  

w o n d e r f u l  t r i p s .  G o v e r n o r  P a ie w o n s k y  o f the V i r g in  I s l a n d s ,  M r .R u s k i n ,  

h e a d  of the  c o n s e r v a t io n  g ro u p  in  A r iz o n a  w h e r e  I  h a d  v i s i t e d ,  a n d  M r s .

H e n r y  D u d ley  w ho h a d  a c c o m p a n ie d  m e  on the two g la m o r o u s  d a y s  in  M r s .  P o s t s '  

n e v e r - n e v e r  l a n d  i n  P a lm  B e a c h .

A nd  b e c a u s e  I  w a n t  to  g e t  to  know the  c h i ld r e n  of m y  f r i e n d s ,  I  h a d  p u t
 

c u te  young M r s .  S p e l le r  - -  the  B i l l  N o e l s' d a u g h te r  - -  a t  m y  ta b le .

I t  w a s  a  p l e a s a n t  e v e n in g .  I e m e r g e d  w i th  a  l i t t l e  m o r e  in f o r m a t io n  on 

B a r b a d o s  s u g a r  c a n e ,  r u m ,  b e a c h e s .  A nd  b e f o r e  the  e v en in g  w a s  o v e r  w i th  

t h r e e  in v i ta t io n s  f o r  n e x t  y e a r  to th e  V i r g in  I s la n d s  f r o m  G o v e r n o r  P a ie w o n s k y ,  

to  C uer n a v a c a , M ex ico  to s t a y  in  h e r  h o u s e  f r o m  M e r le  O b e ro n ,  a n d  f r o m  o u r  

h o n o r e d  g u e s t s  to  s e e  B a r b a d o s .

A f t e r  co f fe e  a n d  l i q u e u r s  in  the  S ta te  r o o m s  w e to o k  th e  B a r r o w s  o u t  

o n to  the  p o r c h  o ff  the  B lu e  R oom  w h e r e  t h e r e  w e r e  a  few  c h a i r s .  M o s t  o f  the  

g u e s t s  s a t  o r  s to o d  dow n b e lo w  a n d  w e w a tc h e d  the e v en in g  p a r a d e  b y  the  

M a r in e s ,  en d in g  w ith  a  s o lo i s t  s in g in g ,  " T h is  i s  M y C o u n t r y " ,  w h en  a l a s  the  

s o u n d  e f f e c t s  d id  n o t  w o r k  a n d  I  f l in c h e d  f o r  th e m  - -  one a n d  a l l .
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B u t  I to o k  p l e a s u r e  in  lo o k in g  down t h e r e  a n d  s e e in g  M a r y  R a t h e r  w i th  

h e r  two p r e t t y  n i e c e s ,  B e t s y  a n d  N an cy . A nd T o m  C o r c o r a n  a n d  tw o of h i s  

s o n s ,  H o w a rd  a n d  C h r i s t o p h e r .  A nd D ian a  M a r s h ,  b lo n d  a n d  s t a t e ly ,  w ho 

w a s  n o t  a c c o m p a n ie d  out b y  h e r  d in n e r  c o m p a n io n  C a r t e r  B ro w n .  I  am  a  

h a l f - h e a r t e d  m a t c h  m a k e r .  She s e e m e d  m o r e  a t t r a c t e d  to  one o f  the  g u e s t s  

f r o m  B a r b a d o s  - -  a  v e r y  B r i t i s h  lo o k ing  N e g ro  w i th  a  p o in te d  b e a r d .

A n d  t h e r e  w a s  a  n ic e  young m a r i n e  C o r p o r a l ,  R i c h a r d  M y e r ,  son o f 

one o f  o u r  o ld  f r i e n d s  f r o m  M a r s h a l l  b e in g  e s c o r t e d  a r o u n d  b y  J u a n i t a .

A n d  th ro u g h o u t  the  ev en in g  lo t s  of f r i e n d s  of M r s .  B a r r o w s .  I t  h a d  

b e e n  a  s o r t  o f a  r e c e iv in g  l in e  w h e r e  m a n y  of the g u e s t s  h a d  s to p p e d  to  hu g  

a n d  k i s s ,  w h ic h  a lw a y s  f o r  m e  a d d s  to the  p l e a s u r e  of the e v e n in g .  And i t  w a s  

n o t  u n u s u a l  b e c a u s e  a f t e r  a l l  M r s .  B a r r o w s  w a s  a n  A m e r i c a n  - -  a  n a t iv e  of 

N ew  J e r s e y  I  b e l i e v e .  _ j  - .

T h e  B a r r o w s  s e e m e d  to h a v e  a  good  t im e .  T h e y  s ta y e d  f o r  ab o u t 30 m i n u te s  

a f t e r  the  e n t e r t a i n m e n t .  I  d r i f t e d  f r o m  g ro u p  to g ro u p  - -  h a d  a n  a n im a te d ,  

w a r m  c o n v e r s a t io n  w ith  WtetaoKy W hitney  Y oung w ho s a id  n ic e  th in g s  ab o u t 

L y n d o n 's  w o r k  f o r  N e g r o s  a n d  e n d e d  b y  k i s s in g  m e  on th e  c h e e k .

W hen  o u r  g u e s t s  d e p a r t e d ,  L y n d o n  took  D iana  M a r s h  on to  th e  f lo o r  f o r  

o n e  d a n c e ,  a n d  th e n  w e n t  u p s t a i r s .  A ll  d a y s  a r e  h a r d  fo r  h im  n ow . T h e  F o r t a s  

h e a r i n g s ,  the  d e t e r m i n e d  e f f o r t  of the  p r e s s  to  c r e a t e  a  r i f t  between h im  a n d  

H u b e r t ,  the  u n e n d in g  p a in  of V ie t -N a m .

Y e s t e r d a y  he  h a d  m a d e  a  s t r o n g  s p e e c h  in  New O r l e a n s  b e f o r e  the

A m e r i c a n  L e g io n .  A v ig o r o u s  w a rn in g  a g a i n s t  i s o l a t i o n i s m  in  A m e r i c a  
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a n d  in  E u r o p e .  A nd  th e  w o r d s ,  "N o m a n  c a n  p r e d i c t  w h en  A m e r i c a n  t ro o p s  

c a n  b e  b r o u g h t  h o m e  f r o m  V ie t - N a m ." A nd jo y fu l ly  p la y e d  u p  by  the  p r e s s  

a s  a  s l a p  a t  H u b e r t .

I  s ta y e d  a  l i t t l e  lo n g e r  c i r c l i n g  the  f lo o r ,  ta lk in g  w i th  g u e s t s .  A nd I 

w e n t  u p  a b o u t  12:30 w i th  a  r e a s o n a b ly  good  fe e l in g  th a t  i t  h a d  b e e n  a  c r e d i t a b l e  

d a y .


