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F r id a y , S ep tem b er 13th, w ill be a  day  to a lw ays r e m e m b e r  in  o u r  

W hite H ouse d ay s .

, We h a d  p o n d e red  fo r  abou t two m on ths hav ing  a  p a r ty  fo r  o ld  f r ie n d s  

f ro m  T e x a s  c o v e rin g  the b ro a d  ran g e  of L y ndon 's  days a s  S e c re ta ry  an d  

M em b e r of the H ouse and  Senate and  on. And p r in c ip a lly  th o se  old f r ie n d s  

h a d  n o t h e re to fo re  v is i te d  us in  the W hite H ouse. T h e re  w e re  m any  re a s o n s  

w hy n o t. W e c o u ld n 't  p o s s ib ly  in v ite  ev e ry b o d y  and  we w ould  m o s t l ik e ly  

w in d  up h u r tin g  m o re  fe e lin g s  than  we m ade people happy. B e s id e s , no m a tte r  

how  c a re fu l ly  you e s tim a te  ah ea d  of tim e , the b il ls  a r e  a lw ay s  s ta g g e rin g .

^  We f in a lly  d ec id ed  on the b a s is  of we s im p ly  d id n 't  w an t to leav e  th is

p la c e  u n ti l  we h ad  in v ited  M ayor W ill R o g e rs  of B a s tro p  a n d  R eese  L o ck e tt 

of B ren h am  an d  M rs . E d  C ape of San M a rco s  an d  m any , m an y  m o re . H it 

o r  m is s ,  lo se  o r w in, w e w ould a t  le a s t  t ry .

A nd so  w ith  d ire  fo reb o d in g s  we h ad  d ec id ed  on F r id a y  the 13th of a l l  

d a y s .  I t had  to  be w hile  w a rm  w e a th e r  w as  s t i l l  w ith  u s  b e c a u se  

w i th  ab o u t 300 p eop le  the only  w ay we co u ld  e a t  in s id e  the h o u se  w ould be  s tan d in g  

up  an d  ho ld ing  o u r p la te s .

A nd so, b o ld ly  we p lanned  it ,  pu tting  to g e th e r  th e  l i s t s  w ith  long h o u rs  

b y  M a ry  R a th e r  an d  C liff C a r te r  an d  M arv in  W atson, an d  m u ch  e a r n e s t  w o rk  

by  m e.

A nd so  the b ig  day  ca m e .
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In the m o rn in g  I h ad  30 la p s  in  the pool, w o rk ed  w ith  B e s s  and  A shton 

a n d  p lan n ed  ab o u t v i s i to r s  w ith  L ynda, lu n ch ed  a lone  in  m y  room  on a 

h a m b u rg e r ,  sp en t n e a r ly  two h o u rs  w ith  D oro thy  T e r r i to  an d  L iz  and  Sim one 

p lan n in g  the ABC show  and  d igging up som e e a r ly  d ia r ie s  w h ich  D oro thy  

b ro u g h t m e - -  so m e ch o ice  l i t t le  m o r s e ls .  In M rs . Jo h n so n 's  about our 

f i r s t  W hite H ouse re c e p tio n  in  J a n u a ry  of '3 8 . A nd o u r f i r s t  W hite H ouse 

d in n e r  in  m y  d ia ry  - -  I  b e lie v e  i t  F e b ru a ry  of '4 1 .

A nd then  ex h au s ted  g o in g -o v e r  of H ow ard  K. S m ith 's  q u e s tio n s  - -  try in g  

to  o rg a n iz e  m y  th ink ing  on th em , h o p efu lly  c lo th  them  in  good p h ra s e s .

A nd then  in  the m id d le  of the a fte rn o o n , to M r. P e r ' s . It w as no t one 

o f m y  b e s t  d ay s . I w as te n se  fo r m an y  r e a s o n s .  Among th em , th inking  of 

a l l  the peop le  we h a d n 't  a s k e d ,  and  r id ic u lo u s ly  b e ca u se  i t  w as  F r id a y  the 13th.
* •

I have a  ch ildhood  h an g o v er o f s u p e rs t it io n . And th en  I w as  h u r t  an d  m ad  a t  

L yndon  who h a d  e x p re s s e d  h im s e lf  in ch o ice  fa sh io n  ab o u t som e of m y  handling  

of m y  o ffice  w o rk .

And so  c lo se  to sev en , I put on m y  avocado  g re e n  d r e s s  and  co a t and  

f a re d  fo r th  to m e e t o ld  f r ie n d s  ex tend ing  o v e r a  ran g e  of th re e  d e c a d e s . And 

fro m  then  on the even ing  w as s h e e r  d e lig h t.

T h ey  a s s e m b le d  a t f i r s t  in  the Jacq u e lin e  K ennedy g a rd e n . And b e c a u se  

Lyndon w as la te  an d  I d id n 't  w an t to  m is s  a  m o m en t w ith  th e m , I s to o d  ju s t  

 ̂ in s id e  the p r e t ty  p in k -lin e d  ten t in the R ose  G ard en  an d  s ta r te d  g re e tin g  th em .

One of the w r i t e r 's  s a id  i t  w as a lm o s t lik e  a  "T h is  i s  Y our L ife"  p ro g ra m , 

w ith  the n o s ta lg ic  an d  s e n tim e n ta l p a r ty  P r e s id e n t  an d  M rs .  Johnson gave.
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A nd they  w e re  ex a c tly  r ig h t. I t  w as p ra c t ic a l ly  a  reu n io n  of L y ndon 's  c o lleg e  

f r ie n d s  fro m  San M a rc o s .  The W ilton W oods and  the W ill D e a so n s , the F e n n e r  

R o th s  an d  the R aym ond D w igans. And th e re  w e re  D is tr ic t  m e n  and C ounty m en  

fro m  1937 onw ard . The W ill B onds an d  J . Ed C o n n ally s , B en  B ocks, an d  

C o n ra d  D unagans. A nd H o m er D eans of that u n d e r lin e d  l i t t l e  town of A lice .

T he D rew  G illen s  an d  W. A. G riff is  - -  she u s e d  to handle  L y n d o n 's  w om en  

c a m p a ig n s . T he J a c k  K u ltg en s. And C h ilton  O 'B r ie n s . T h e re  w ere  

C o n g re s sm e n  W righ t P a tm a n  and  G eorge  M ahon, bo th  h e re  w hen Lyndon 

cam e, in  '3 7 .

And the m o s t d e lig h tfu l new s of the even ing  w as th a t W rig h t - -  abou t 

( 78 y e a r s  o ld  - -  w as going to be r e m a r r ie d  soon.

And th e re  w e re  fo rm e r  C o n g re ssm e n : F ra n k  Ik a rd  a n d  Gene W orley .

A nd C ab in e t m e m b e rs  C . R . Sm ith and  M arv in  W atson .

A nd fro m  o u r NYA d ay s , the Tony Z ie g le rs  and  A lb e r t  B r isb in s  an d  

C . P . L i t t le s .

A nd th e re  w e re  d isap p o in tm e n ts  too . M rs . Ed C ape w hom  we h a d  a sk e d  

to  com e an d  be  a  ho u se  g u e s t w en t to the  h o s p ita l the day  b e fo re .  A nd th a t 

C liff  C a r te r  who knew  e v e ry  soul h e re  h ad  to be ou t of tow n. And n e i th e r  Tom  

o r  R a m se y  C la rk  cou ld  co m e.

And th e re  w e re  the P h ill ip  B aldw ins - -  h is  g ra n d fa th e r  h ad  d e liv e re d  

^   ̂ m e . And Dan Q u ill who had  bought o u r w edding r in g . A nd a  h o s t of T ex as  

e d i to r s  who h ad  p lay ed  an  im p o rta n t ro le  in  o u r l iv e s .  A ll the  w ay fro m  the

_ I
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R ay  L e e s  an d  and  B uck  Hoods and  G ordon  F u lc h e rs  b ack  in  '37 to th e  

H a r ry  P ro v e n c e s  and  W en d e ll M ayes an d  F ra n k  M ayborns and  a n d  Sam W oods 

a n d  C onw ay C ra ig s  an d  F r e d  C onns.

A nd two e s p e c ia lly  fro m  m y own e a s t  T e x a s . T he R u s s e ll  L a s c h in g e rs  

an d  J . Q. M ah affey s. And th e  H arlo n  F e n tr e s s e s  w hose f a th e r  h a d  p ro b ab ly  

m a d e  the  d iffe re n c e  in  one of L y ndon 's  f i r s t  an d  to u g h e s t r a c e s .  •

T h e re  have b een  so m an y  tim e s  w hen o u r  life  and  fu tu re  - -  L y n d o n 's  

c a r e e r  - -  hung b y  a  th re a d , w hen so  m an y  of the people h e re  had  spun  th o se  

th r e a d s .  T h e re  w as  a  good s to ry  w ith  e v e ry  g u es t, and  m y only tro u b le  w as  

th a t I c o u ld n 't  s i t  a t  e v e ry  tab le  and  ta lk  to e v e ry  in d iv id u a l.

A nd th e re  w e re  o th e r  p o lit ic a l s to r ie s  of the p a s t  and  fu tu re .  F o rm e r  

G o v e rn o r P r ic e  D an ie l, G o v e rn o r - a s p i r a n t  E ugene L ocke , and  p o s s ib le  fu tu re  

G o v e rn o r, B en B a rn e s .

So i t  wound up th a t we a c tu a lly  s to o d  in  lin e  tw ice  b e c a u se  w h en  I w as 

ab o u t 1 /3  of the w ay  th ro u g h  and  i t  w as 7:30 o r  sol Lyndon c a m e  a n d  we m o v ed  

to  the p ro p e r  p la ce  c lo se  to h is  o ffice . A nd a s  the lin e  f ile d  by  th e re  w ere  

p ic tu re s ,  p ic tu re s ,  p ic tu re s .  And a  hug and  a  k is s  fo r  p r a c t ic a l ly  e v e ry  p e r s o n .

A nd th en  w e w en t in to  the te n t and  h ad  d r in k s  a l l  a ro u n d . A nd  lo ad ed  

u p  o u r p la te s  in  the s tr ip e d  te n t out on the law n. We had  fo u r  l in e s  and  it  

w en t r a th e r  sm o o th ly  and  I  s a lu te d  B e ss  fo r  the 99th t im e . D e lic io u s , huge 

s te a m -b o a rd  ro u n d s of b ee f and  s e a  food c a s s e ro le  and  sa la d . A nd  ev ery b o d y  

w en t b a c k  fo r  sw e e ts .
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T a b le s  w e re  s e t  u n d er the t r e e s  down below  P re s id e n t  E is e n h o w e r ' s 

p u ttin g  g re e n .

I h ad  c a lle d  a  good n u m b er of s ta ff  and  a  sp rin k lin g  of th o se  w ith  ra n k  

an d  a sk e d  them  to a c t  a s  h o s ts  - -  to ju s t  g a th e r  to g e th e r  a t  th e i r  tab les  - -  

anybody  they  knew  and  w ould enjoy  and  to m ake ev ery b o d y  fe e l  a t  hom e. I 

h a d  r e a l ly  w o rk ed  on th is  p a r ty . And only L y ndon 's  tab le  and  m in e  had  any  

 p lan n ed  se a tin g . I h ad  ch o sen  the Bob T h o rn to n s  of San M a rc o s  a t  w h o se  

s u m m e r  hom e - -  the E d  C apes on the San M arc o s  R iv e r  - -  L yndon  and  I had  

h a d  o u r  f i r s t  happy  v a c a tio n s . And the G ordon  F u lc h e r s  an d  R o se  and  D e lm a r 

f  G ro o s  and  L . E . Jo n es  and  h is  w ife an d  F re d  K o rth .

T he even ing  w as p e r fe c t .  The Ja p a n e se  l a nte rn s  in  the t r e e s  w ere  

b e a u tifu l,  and  the b a c k -d ro p  of the M onum ents su p e rb . E v e ry b o d y  th a t I saw  

w as  in  h ig h  good h u m o r and  i t  w ould  be h a rd  to find  a n  even ing  th a t I  en jo y ed  

m o re  in  o u r five  y e a r s  h e r e .

W hen d in n e r  w as o v e r, Lyndon m ade a  ta lk  - -  you can n o t c a ll  i t  a  to a s t .

I  hope e a rn e s t ly  th a t i t  w as re c o rd e d  b e c a u se  th is  w as the Lyndon th a t i s  n o t 

know n to  the w hole U nited  S ta te s . A nd a  v e ry  w arm  funny, s a l ty  com m on  sen se  - -  

d e a r  m an  he w a s . A nd th e re  co u ld n 't have b ee n  a  b e t te r  au d ie n c e  fo r  i t .

I t  w as  r a th e r  long . W hen he f in ish ed  he c a lle d  on m e . And m y m a in  

w o rd s  b e s id e s  the b e s t  w elcom e I cou ld  e x p re s s  w as to a s k  them  a l l  - -  e s p e c ia lly  

th e  la d ie s  - -  to com e b a c k  the  n ex t m o rn in g  a t  2:30 fo r  co ffee  an d  open ho u se  

to  see  the seco n d  f lo o r  w h ere  we liv ed . And then  he c a lle d  on Lynda. L ynda 

w as a  g em . P o ise d , fu ll of su b s ta n c e , re m e m b e rin g  a l l  h e r  f a th e r 's  d a u g h te r
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shou ld  r e m e m b e r  of w hat th e se  people  m e a n t to u s . I w as so  p ro u d  of h e r .

A nd th en  Lyndon c a lle d  ev e ry b o d y  up to the p la tfo rm  am ong  our S taff. 

T he fu tu re . Tom  Jo h n so n , Bob H a rd e s ty  and  H a r ry  M idd le ton . And the 

p a s t  ran g in g  a l l  the w ay fro m  L . E . Jo n es . A nd one of the d isa p p o in tm en ts  

of the evening  w as th a t Gene L a tim e r  c o u ld n 't  be th e re  - -  to D o ro th y  N icho ls  

and  M a ry  R a th e r  to th a t D ean of a l l  s ta ff  m e m b e rs , A r th u r  P e r r y ,  who 

goes b a c k  to L y n d o n 's  day s  a t  the D odge. And M ild red  S te g a ll an d  W illie D ay 

T a y lo r  and  of c o u rs e  Ju a n ita  R o b e r ts .

And one of the s ta r s  of the evening w as M rs . H. H . W e in e rt, in  h e r  

8 0 s  - -  c h ip p e r  a s  anybody th e re .  She w as o u r only house g u e s t in  the  

- g ro u p .

W ell, i t  w as  a  su p e rb  even ing .

W hen Lyndon h ad  f in a lly  f in ish e d  ta lk in g , w e h ad  som e songs fro m  a  

p r e t ty  l i t t le  g i r l  - -  tunefu l f a v o r i te s .  And then  we a l l  w en t in s id e  to the 

S tate ro o m s . B a rs  h ad  b e en  s e t  up and  th e re  w as co ffee . A nd everybody  

v is i te d  an d  w alk ed  and  looked and  re m e m b e re d  and  re jo ic e d . And i t  w as  a l l  

th a t I  had  hoped  i t  w ould  b e . Lyndon ev en  took  som e of the g u e s ts  up to  the 

seco n d  f lo o r .

A nd i t  w as a f te r  1:00 w hen we b id  goodnight and  w ent u p s ta i r s .

 
A nd if  th a t b ijoued  day h ad  one b e s t  q u a r te r  h o u r i t  w as  the one when

L yndon w as ta lk in g . I c o m p le te ly  m e lte d  a t  h is  in tro d u c tio n  of m e, fo rg e ttin g  

a l l  ab o u t be ing  m ad  a t  h im . I t  w as e n tire ly  too d e a r ,  too sw ee t, and  abou t 

99 p e rc e n t  u n d e se rv e d .

I


