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Friday, September 13th, will be a day to always remember in our

White House days.

. _We had, pondered for about ‘t‘wo months having a party. for old friends -

from Tgicas covering the broad range of Lyndon's days as Secretary and

Member of the House and Senate and on. And principally those old friends

_had not heretofore visited us in the White Housé. " There were man&ir'easons |
R why not. '_We couldn't possibly invite evéi’ybddy and wé would most likely

- wind up hurting more feelings than we made people'happy; k _Besides‘, no mattex

how cé.refully you estimate ahead of time, the I;'illsba.re always s.ta;ggeri.ng.

' _We -ﬁnauy décided on thé basis of w:efsimp.ly_didx;'t want to leave this:
place until we had invited Mayor ‘Will Rogers of Bastrop and Reese Lockett -
of Br‘enha..m‘a.nd' Mrs., Ed Cape of San Marcos and.many, ‘many more. Hit.
or miss, lose or win, we would at 1e5.st; try..' |

And so with dire forebodings we had decided on Friday the 13th of all

, days.-f -1t had to be while warm Wea"ther was still with us because
with about 300 peo_plé the .'only way we could eat inside the house would be standing - 3

. up aﬁd_ﬁéldin’g ouiplatés. :

_ Aqd- so, boldly we planned it, putting togethér the lists with llé.hg hours

by Mary Rather and Cliff Carter and Marvin Watson, and much‘earnest work .

- by me.

And so the big day came.
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In the morning I had 30 laps-in the pool, worked y&ith Bess and Ashton

and planned about visitors with Lynda, lunched alone in my room ona - .

‘hamburger, spént_ nearly two hours with Dor'oth-)‘r Territo and Liz and Simofxe_-

planning the ABC show and digging up some early diaries which Dorothy

brought'me -- some choice little morsels. In Mrs., Johnson's about our

" first White House receptién i_n‘Ja.nuary of '38.. And our first White House

“dinner in my diarfr -- Ibelieve it February of '41,

- And then exhausted going-over of Howard K. Smith's questions -- trying
to organize my thinking on them, hopefully cloth them in good phrases.
» And then' invthe middle Qf the afternoon, to ‘Mr. Per's. It was not oné

of m y best dayé. I was tense for many reasons. Among them, thinking of

all the people we hadn't asked,. and rediculously because it was Friday the 13th.

I have a c‘hildhood hangover of supers'titi'on. And then I was hurt and mad at

| Lyndon. who had expressed himself in choice fashion’ about some of my handling

‘of my office work.

- And so close to Seven, I 'put on my avocado green dress and coat and

fared forth to meetm old friends extending over a range of three decades. And

from then on the e(reriing was she'ei' delight.

They as#embled at firstin the Jaé:‘queline Kennedy garden. And because

. Lyndon was late and I didn't want to miss a moment with them, I stood just

inside the pretty,'pi'nk-.lined tent in the Rose Garden and started greeting them.. .

One of the writer's said it was almost like a "This is Your Life" program,

with the nOStalgic and sen'tirnenta.lbparty President and Mrs, Johnson gave.
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 And they were exactlydright. It was practica.lly a reunion of Lyndon's college

‘friends from San Marcos. The W11ton Woods and the W111 Deasons, the Fenner

Roths and the Ra.ymond Dw1gans And there were D1str1ct men and County men.

- from 1937 onward. The Will Bonds and J. Ed C0nnallys, Ben Bocks, and

Conrad Dunagans. And Horner Deans of that underhned little town of Al1ce.

: The Drew G111ens and W. A Griffis -- she used to handle Lyndon's women
campa1gns. The Jack Kultgens. And Chllton O'Briens. There were
-Conlgressn‘ne‘n Wright Patman and George Mahon, both here when Lyndon

‘came. in '37.

A.And the rnost delightfnl n..ews' of the‘ erening was that Wright -- about
78 yéars Ql.d —-'..wa's going to be remarried soon. |
' And there were former Congressmen: Frank Jkard and Gene"W.orley.
~ And Cabinet members C. R Srn1th and .Marv1n Watson, _'

And from our NYA days, the T0ny Zleglers and Albert Br1sbms and

S C. P, thtles.A'

And there v'vere‘ disappeintments too. ,‘Mrs; Ed Cape whom nve lha.d asked .
to come and bea. house vgu'evst._vtrent’ to the hospital the day hefore. And that
Cli-ff Carter who 'llcn'ev'v every_ sokhere ha‘d to be 6ut‘of town. And neither Tomf
nr Ramsey Clarlt eould come. ‘,

And there were the Ph1111p Baldw1ns -- hlS grandfather had dehvered

me; And Dan Qu111 who had bought our weddmg ring, And a host of Texas

~editors who ha‘d played an 1mportant role in our lives. All the way from the . .
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Réy 'Lées and and Bu_.'ck Hoods and Gordon Fulchers back in '37 to the -

Harry Provences and W endell Mayes and Frank Mayborns and a.nd Sam Woods -

‘and Conway Craigs and Fred Conns.

And two gspeéially fr'onﬁ my own east Texas. The; Russell LaA..s‘Chingers
and J. Q. Mahaffeys. Andb thé Harlon Fentréésés who'se..fa;:hef had p?obably . :‘
Ir;acié th; differencé in oneb'o"_fk Lyndon‘s first and‘ tét#ghést races, - "

.. There hgwe b‘eeniso -man‘ty’times whex} our life ax;& futﬁre ;- _Lyhdgn'_s_
cafeef -- vhung by.:a. thr’ead,r when so mai_iy of the people here ﬁad spun thoég

threads. There was a good story with every guest, and ;m'y only trouble was

" that I couldn't sit at every table and talk to every individual,

- And there were other political stories of the past and future. Formei'y
Governor Price Daniel, Governor -aspirant Eugene Locke, and possib'le’ future
Governor, Ben Barnes.,

So it wou"d up that we actually stood in line twice because when I was

about 1/3 of the way th-rough and it was 7:30 or so} Lyndon came and we moved " -
to the pr‘oper place close to his office. And as the line filed bynthere w‘e.re

pictures, pictures, pictures. And a hug and a kiss for practically every p'erso'n.‘ib

o And then we went into the tent and had dfinks all é.rouﬁd.: And loaded

up our plates in the striped tent out on the lawn. - We had four lines and it

went rather -smoothly and I saluted Bess for the 99th time, Delicious, huge
. steam-board rounds of beef and sea food casserole and salad. And everybody -

'_went-ba.ck for sweets, -
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‘Tables wefe set under the trees down below President Ellisenhower'\s'
putﬁng green;
- I had éalled a-g:ood r;umber‘of staff and a:spri'nklling of those _with ra@k
and asked them to act as hosts --:tAo justvgather together at éheir tables -
.a\.nybé:dy they knew axié._would enjoy and ‘t.O maké. ever&rbody feel at home. 1

had really workéd_ on this pa'rty; And only Lyﬁdon's table and mine.. had any

P pla.rinéd seating. Ihad chosen the Bob Thorntons of San Marcos at WhOSe‘

summer home -- the Ed Capes on the San Marcos River -~ Lyndon and I had

. had our first happy vacations. And the Gorddn Fulchers and Rose and Delmar

Groos and L, E. Jvones and his wife and Fred Korth.

The evening was perfect. The Japanese latterns in the trees were

beautiful, and the back_-di'op of the Monuments sﬁperb. Everybody that I-sa\‘#'

was in high g»ood humor and it would Be hard to find‘an evening that I enjoyed

more in .our'fiv‘e years here. | - |
When dinner was 'ovler.,‘ Lyndon made a falk -~ you cannot call it.a. toé,ét.

I h_ope.eal':ne'st‘ly' that it wa.s 'x';écorde_d becausé this was the Lyndon that‘.i_s not '

known to the whole United States. And a very warm funny, salty'co‘m’m'on sense --

dear man he was. And there couldn't have been a better audience for it.

It was rather iong. " When he finished he called on me. And my main - 7

words besides the best welcome I could express was to ask them all -- espe‘cially :

{
\

the ladies -- to come back the next morning at 2:30 for coffee and open house .

to_éee the second floor where we lived. And then he called on Lynda. Lynda -

waé'é. .gém. Poised, full of substance, remembering all her father's daughtexr
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should remember of what these people meant to us. I was so proud of her,

And then Ljndon called everybody up to the platform a;mong our Staff,

‘The .future. " Tom Johnson, Bob Hardesty an d Harry Middleton. And the

- past ranging all the wéy from L. E. ‘Jones. And one of the disappointments

of the evening was that Gene Latimer couldn't be there -- to Dorothy‘Ni_éhols

and Mary Rather to that Dean of all staff membérs, Ar‘thur‘ Perry,"v\;vho :

goes Back to _LYndon' s da.ysA'a.t‘ fhe Dodge. And Mildred Stegail and Willie Déy

Taylor and of course Juanita Roberts.

And one of the stars of the evening/f was Mrs, H. H. Weinert, in her

80's -- chipper as anybody théfe. She was our only house guest in the

- group.

Well, it vs)as a sui)erb. evening.

iWhé‘n Lyndon ha’d finally finished talking; we had som_e:’soﬁgs from a
P.r.etty,li‘t‘tle girlj --. tuneful 'fa;vorit’es‘. And‘ then we all went inside to ;he ;
State rooms, Bars haci beéh sét up énd there was coffee. Aﬁd eve:yﬁody

visited and walked and looked and remembered' and rejoiced. And it was all

© that I had hoped it would be. Lyndon even took some of the guests ﬁp to the

sécqnd floor.

 And it was after 1:00 when we bid goodnight and went upstairs; '

And if that bijoue ?ha,d one best quarter hour it was the one when

‘ Lyndon‘wé.s talking. I completely melted at his introduction of me, forgetting‘

all about being mad at him. #@® was entirely too dear, too sweet, and about

99 percent undeserved,




