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I w as up a t  7 :15. It p ro m is e s  to be a w eek  of e a r ly  m o rn in g s .

M r. P e r  c am e  in  to give m e a co m b -o u t and  M rs . B row n to  fix  m y 

fa c e . And a f te r  m u ch  d isc u s s io n , I w o re  the g re e n  d r e s s  w ith  the  w hite 

c o l la r .  A nd by 9:00 I w as in  the Y ellow  O val Room  to b eg in  the  film ing 

fo r  th e  ABC show . A nd th a t e leg an t, p a tr ic ia n  room  w as a  sh a m b le  of 

s p il le d  e n th ra lls  an d  b r ig h t  l ig h ts  on s t i l t s .  A nd th re e  t im e s  too  m any 

p eo p le  i t  se e m e d  to m e . H ow ard  K. Sm ith m ade i t  e a s ie r .  He i s  so  

p le a s a n t ,  p ro fe s s io n a l,  an d  to  m e , e a sy . ^

 M u rie l c a lle d  m e . I w ent to m y  room  to ta lk . We h ad  b e e n  try in g  to 

f  ': g e t to g e th e r  a l l  y e s te rd a y  a f te rn o o n . We ta lk ed  ab o u t w hen w e cou ld  do

th a t M ike D ouglas a fte rn o o n  TV show. She is  so c h e e r fu l  and  s tro n g  and  

good. A nd m y  h e a r t  goes out to h e r ,  an d  d a ily  I am  so g ra te fu l  i t  i s  not 

u s  in  th a t r o le .

We w o rk e d  fo r  n e a r ly  th re e  h o u rs  - -  take  a f te r  take  a f te r  tak e . No 

s c r ip t  ex cep t w hat w as in  m y  h ead . M om ents of e la tio n  w hen I thought I  h ad  

. e x p re s s e d  m y se lf  w e ll. And m an y  m o re  a  f ru s t r a t io n  w hen the  r ig h t  w o rd s  

h a d  e lu d ed  m e  - -  fo r  w hat to  m e i s  som e v e ry  r e a l  and  w o n d erfu l fee ling  I 

w ould  lik e  to e x p re s s .

F in a lly  a f t e r  1:00 we w en t down to the South G rounds an d  w atched  i t  

on  the ABC m o b ile  - -  Sim one and  a s  m an y  of the ABC c rew  a s  cou ld  have 

^  s tu c k  th e m se lv e s  in  th a t b u s . I t w as f a i r .  Nobody w as th r i l le d .  We w e re

re a so n a b ly  s a tis f ie d , I th ink .
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A l i t t le  b e fo re  2:00 I w en t up to the th ird  f lo o r  so la r iu m  an d  m e t the 

B ill  H ayes an d  th e ir  fo u r d e lig h tfu l c h ild re n . Two l i t t le  g i r l s  - -  tw ins - -  

a d o ra b ly  d r e s s e d ,  and  two h an d so m e o ld e r  so n s . A nd I h ad  lu n c h  w ith  them  

a n d  found m y s e lf  ra v e n o u s .

And then  b a c k  to m y  room  fo r  a  ta lk  w ith  Lynda and  a  b r ie f  nap and 

w o rk in g  on the C had d in n e r  l i s t .  And then  d o w n s ta irs  to g r e e t  the K e rm itt  

H ahnes fro m  S tonew all who a r e  going th ro u g h  the house on a  to u r .

A nd th en  b a c k  a t  4:00 in  the  Y ellow  Room  to do the s e g m e n t o f film in g  

on  the T ru m a n  B alcony , the p h ilo so p h ic a l an d  h o pefu lly  deep  p a r t .

I found m y se lf  e x c e s s iv e ly  t i r e d .  T hinking is  the h a r d e s t  w o rk  in  the w o rld  

; t o  m e ,  an d  I fe lt  I  had  no deep  p o e t i c a l  thoughts d r e s s e d  in  go ld en  w o rd s  in

se n te n c e s  th a t p a r s .  B ut we p low ed on b e c a u se  th is  i s  one of th e se  th ings 

I  w ould r a th e r  g e t done ev en  w ith  a  B - g r a d e  than  n e v e r  g e t done a t  a ll .

F in a lly , c lo se  to 7:00 we f in ish e d  - -  u n s a tis f ie d  bu t g la d  to  be th ro u g h .

I  w ent to the  bow ling la n e s  a lo n e , h ad  som e h a rd  f a s t  g a m e s , w o rk ed  

off m y  n eed  of e x e rc is e ,  c am e  b a ck  hom e and  ex h au sted , w en t to bed  and  

t r e a te d  m y se lf  to F re n c h  to a s t  and  bacon  on a  t r a y  in  m y  ro o m , tu rn e d  on 

Gun Sm oke, had  a  m a ss a g e  and  tu rn e d  out the lig h t by  9:30 - -  the e a r l i e s t  

I  h av e  gone to b ed  in  w eek s o r m o n th s .

I  se n t up a  l i t t le  p r a y e r  fo r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  on the p a r t  o f Lyndon a n d  

 ̂ I thought a t  l e a s t  th a t m y house  g u e s ts  w ould u n d e rs ta n d  s in c e  N ancy had  b een

/  in  the m o v ies  and  in  TV s in ce  Lyndon h ad  f i r s t  m e t h e r  b ac k  in  1942.
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T h is  is  a n o th e r  one of th o se  sw eet, d e a r  th ings Lyndon d o e s . A sking 

N ancy  who h ad  b e e n in  o u r  e a r ly  cam p aig n s  - -  in  two cam p a ig n s  I th ink - -  

to  com e to the W hite H ouse and  b r in g  h e r  husband  and  fo u r c h ild re n  and  

s ta y  s e v e ra l  days an d  see  the town.

A c tu a lly , i t  h ad  b een  a  sa tis fy in g  day. One that took  the m o s t  out of 

m e  an d  y e t gave a  c e r ta in  sen se  of a cc o m p lish m e n t. And i t  is  so  p le a sa n t 

to  have Sim one to  le a n  on. I  am  g lad  she h a s  h e r  fu tu re  w o rk ed  out b e ca u se  

w hat a  gap she w ill le av e  w hen she d e p a r ts  so m e tim e  in  D e c e m b e r.

One even t of the day  w as a  w ren ch  and  a s a d n e ss . J im  W ebb qu it a s  

the  H ead  of the Space A gency w ith  a s tro n g  s ta te m e n t ab o u t the Soviet le ad .

' B u t to m e  a s  m u ch  a s  anybody in  th is  G o v ern m en t, he i s  e n ti t le d  to fe e l

s a tis f ie d . H is n e a r ly  e ig h t y e a r s  w ith  NASA have b een  a  so u rc e  of p rid e  

to  Lyndon. H e 's  a  m o s t e x tr a o rd in a ry  pub lic  s e rv a n t.
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