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It w as m y fo u rth  e a r ly  m o rn in g  in  a  row .

M r. P e r  c am e  in  abou t 8:15 to give m e a sham poo and  s e t, b u t 

c o n sc ie n c e  w on o v e r  v an ity  and  I s a id  ju s t  m ake  i t  a  c o m b -o u t a n d  I  w ill 

sp en d  th is  tim e  ta lk ing  to Lyndon.

The l a s t  two days I fe e l I have h a rd ly  seen  h im . My m in d  a n d  my 

e f fo r ts  have b e en  on m y  own a f fa i r s .

We ta lk e d  ab o u t how I w ould jo in  h im  fo r  the w eekend , fly in g  down to 

T e x a s  la te  F r id a y  a f te rn o o n . A nd w ith  the B oyds and  M ahons - -  th a t  d e lig h ted  

m e . '

I  am  so p le a s e d . F o r  som e tim e  now - -  m aybe  two w eek s - -  he  h a s  

_  b e e n  sw im m in g  e v e ry  m o rn in g . D ear l i t t le  M arie  h a s  b een  going w ith  him

fa ith fu lly , and  I th ink  she adop ted  th a t h a i r -d o  p a r t ly  ju s t  so she co u ld  sw im  

w ith  h im . I m ak e  i t  only once o r  tw ice a  w eek,

I w o rk e d  a t  the  d e s k  w ith  A sh ton , c le a r in g  up a  good d ea l o f  the  b ack lo g  

th a t a c c u m u la te s  w hen I  do n o t touch i t  fo r  two d ay s .

T hen  on m y  w ay  to New Y o rk , I s topped  in  the R o se  G a rd e n  fo r  p ic tu re s  

w ith  N ancy G a tes  H ayes and  h e r  h u sb an d  B ill and  Je ff  an d  C hip a n d  Cindy a n d  

C athy . It h a s  b e e n  a  r e a l  p le a s u re  having  them  h e r e .  And th e re  w as th a t  

one n ice  n ig h t w hen v e r y  la te  ab o u t 10:00 o r  10:30, N ancy an d  B il l  had  d in n e r  

w ith  u s  an d  the fo u r  c h ild re n  cam e in  a f te r  a  m ovie  and  w e re  in tro d u c e d .

C A nd Lyndon h eap ed  them  w ith  p re s e n ts  to take  h o m e. N othing g iv e s  him  m o re

p le a s u re .
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T he G ard en  is  t i r e d  and  b ed ra g g le d . T h e re  a r e  s t i l l  a  few  p ink  and  

r e d  g e ra n iu m s  - -  the n ic o tia n a  in  fu ll la v e n d e r  b loom , bu t the foun ta in  dow n 

in  the South law n is  g lo rio u s . B e tte r  th is  su m m e r than  I have e v e r  seen  i t  

w ith  the p ink  g e ra n iu m s  an d  the w hite p e tu n ia s .

I  cau g h t the 11:00 sh u ttle  a n d  wa s  in  a t  the P i e r r e  a t  12:30, lunched 

w ith  R ita  W o h lm an  an d  ta lk e d  abou t a  p o ss ib le  co s tu m e  fo r  the In au g u ra l 

of J a n u a ry  '6 9 . We thought of b e ig e  and b ro w n  w ith  a  r ic h  b ro w n  fu r .

B e s s ,  th a t o rg an ize d , fo re th o u g h ted  p e rso n , i s  p lanning  f o r  m y 

fu tu re  and  sa y s  th a t R ita  W ohlm an is  som eone who m ig h t be h e lp fu l in  

C o rg a n iz in g  m y  shopping on fu tu re  t r ip s  to New Y ork , .And in d eed  I  w ill be

co m in g  b a ck  to New Y o rk . I  am  sp o iled . I hope once o r tw ice a  y e a r .  I 

s h a ll  t r e a t  m y se lf  to som e of the sa m e , though i t  w ill indeed  no t be the sa m e  

w ith o u t B e s s  and  a  lo v e ly  a p a r tm e n t and  a l l  th a t goes w ith  be ing  F i r s t  L ady . 

N ot in  five y e a r s  have I b eco m e a c c u s to m e d  to th a t p h ra se .

A fte r  lunch  I f i t te d  the b r ig h t  p ink  d r e s s  w ith  M iss  T re y z  an d  M a rq u is e . 

A nd then  a t  2:30 saw  M ollie  P a r n is  who in v ite d  m e to be h e r  h o u se  g u es t w hen  

I w ould  com e to New Y o rk  a f te r  J a n u a ry . ,

A l i t t le  p a s t  th re e  we le f t the P ie r r e  by c a r  - -  and  to  t r a v e l  a c ro s s  the 

c o u n try  in  a  c a r  h a s  co m e  to be a  v e ry  sp e c ia l t r e a t  fo r  m e . F o r  a  long, long  

w ay  i t  w as ju s t  the d ra b  f r in g e s  of the c ity . And then  qu ite  sud d en ly  we tu rn e d  

Q off onto a  n a rro w , w inding ro a d  th a t w as p re c io u s ly  r u r a l ,  w h e re  the b ra n c h e s

( o f the t r e e s  a lm o s t  m e t o v e r the ro a d . T h e re  w e re  a  few  d is c r e te ,  ta s te fu lly
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m a rk e d  e n tra n c e s  to w hat I ex p ec t w e re  e leg an t h o m e s . B ut the in ten t of the

p eop le  who liv e d  h e re  to ge t aw ay fro m  c ity  liv ing  w as v e ry  ev id en t.

A l i t t le  b e fo re  5:00 we d ro v e  up a t "C ragw ood" in  F a r  H ills , and

th e re  w as Jan e  s tan d in g  a t  the  f ro n t d o o r to m e e t m e . And fro m  then  on

the day  w as s h e e r  d e lig h t.

■ owT - ■We w en t • •  on  a  t e r r a c e  th a t opened  on the g a rd e n . T h e  g rounds 

d r if te d  dow n to a  sw im m ing  pool and  th en  a  s h e e r  c liff  i t  a p p e a re d  to be and  

a  deep  v a lle y , a n d  on the d h e r  s id e , m is ty  h il ls  r is in g . E v e ry th in g  w as f o r e s t  

c o v e re d  - -  o c c a s io n a lly  a  ro o f r is in g  am ong the t r e e s .

T h e re  w e re  Jan e  an d  B e ss  and  I an d  h e r  s i s t e r, B a r r y  B ria n , h e r  

 ̂ s e c r e ta r y  an d  the c u r a to r .

I hav e  le a rn e d  a  few  th ings ab o u t the v e ry  r ic h  in  m y fiv e  y e a rs  h e r e .

O n e  i s  th a t on a n  e s ta te  of th is  k ind th e re  is  v e ry  lik e ly  to be  a  s e c u r i ty  m an . 

T h e re  w as h e r e .  But th is  i s  a  m o re  u n u su a l p a r t  of a  h o u seh o ld  - -  a  c u r a to r .

It f i ts  w ith  J a n e 's  m a rv e lo u s ly  o rg a n iz e d  and  v e ry  d iv e rs if ie d  life .

T he fa m ily  d r if te d  in  and  out - -  a  couple  of the c h ild re n . C h a r le s  

a r r iv e d  - -  so m uch  th in n e r . T h a t w as one of the ac happy th in g s  abou t th is  

t r ip  - -  to  see  how m u ch  h e 'd  lo s t  and  to  know i t  m ig h t add y e a r s  to h is  life .

We h ad  d e lic io u s  p a p e r - th in  san d w ich es and  te a  in  e g g -s h e l l  th in  c u p s . 

A nd th en  we w en t on a  to u r  of the house  - -  an ex q u is ite , c o lo r fu l m ed ley  of 

t r e a s u r e s  fro m  a l l  p e r io d s , a l l  c u l tu re s .  But the room  d o m in a ted  fo r  m e 

by  a n  e n o rm o u s  bouquet - -  i t  m u s t have b een  ab o u t 8 dozen  - -  c a rn a tio n s ,
C
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p in k s , r e d s ,  o ra n g e s , c o ra ls  - -  a n  ex p lo sio n  of c o lo r  - -  e v e ry th in g  ex cep t 

w h ite .

And one of the m o s t fa sc in a tin g  th in g s  w as a  v e r y  s m a ll ,  d e lic a te , 

in t r ic a te ly  d e ta ile d  p o r t r a i t  of C h a r le s ' 9 0 -y e a r  o ld  m o th e r .

We w a lk ed  th ro u g h  the liv in g  room  and  the d in ing  ro o m , th rough  the 

l i b r a r y  and  a l l  the e x q u is ite  b e d ro o m s  - -  e v e ry  one v e r y  d if fe re n t.

And th e re  in  C h a r le s ' room  w as a n  enchan ting  d re a m y  p o r t r a i t  - -  a lso  

A a ro n  C h ic k le r  - -  of Jan e  in  b ed  in  a  f ilm y  b e d - ja c k e t.  B ut do no t be 

d e c e iv e d  - -  I am  s u re  she w as w ork ing  lik e  a  b e a v e r .

A nd then  w e d e s c e nded the p a th  th a t led  to  the sw im m in g  pool w ith  i ts  

lo v e ly  b a c k -d ro p  of m is ty  v a lle y s  and  h il ls  beyond. And th e re  w as a d e lig h tfu l, 

v e r y  in fo r m a l  s o r t  of fa m ily  liv in g  room  - -  open fo r  s u m m e r , a  huge f ir e p la c e  

f o r  w in te r ,  s to n e , b e a m s , d ra m a tic  c o n te m p o ra ry  p a in tin g s , a b a r ,  an  o ffice  

an d  liv in g  q u a r te r s  fo r  the c u ra to r .  I  am  s u re  i t  m u s t be a  h av en  fo r  the 

c h i ld re n  - -  and  th is  is  a  ho u se  fu ll of c h ild re n  a s  is  ev id en t in  e v e ry  tu rn .

And down below  a  m o s t s u rp r is in g  th ing  - -  v a u lts  fo r  th e ir  p a in tin g s , 

w ith  I am  s u re  the h u m id ity  ju s t  r ig h t  and  the s e c u r i ty  a ls o ,  and  s ta c k s  th a t 

I  w ould  lik e  to copy —  s lo ts  in to  w hich  the p a in tin g s  a r e  p u sh ed . A nd the 

c u r a to r  p u lled  out g r e a t  n a m e s , F re n c h  im p re s s io n is ts ,  a n  e a r ly  A m e ric a n  

w e s te rn  th a t w as e i th e r  a  R em in g to n  o r  a  R u sse ll c o n te m p o ra ry . And h e re  

I le a rn e d  th a t w hen Jan e  c lo se s  the h o u se  fo r  s e v e ra l  m o n th s , m an y  of the 

t r e a s u r e s  a r e  s to re d  aw ay - -  the p a in tin g s , o th e r  v a lu ab le  th in g s. A nd 

th a t h ap p en s in  h e r  ho u se  in F lo r id a  an d  in  th is  h o u se . The o rg a n iza tio n .
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the  b u rd e n , s e e m s  en o rm o u s  to m e . My a d m ira tio n  fo r  h e r  in d u s try  g row s 

the  m o re  I know h e r .  .

T y le r  jo in ed  u s  h e r e .  I  am  so  g lad  th a t he and B e ss  a r e  sh a rin g  th is  

t r i p  w ith  m e . B e s s  s h a re s  so m uch  th a t is  ju s t  w o rk . And we tu rn e d  to the 

t e r r a c e  an d  h ad  a  c o c k ta il. A m b a ssa d o r  B y ro d e , who h ad  b ro u g h t the 

Ne W ins of B u rm a  to see  u s - -  and  h is  w ife cam e  in . And Jan e  and  C h a r le s ' 

d a u g h te r , A nnette  and  Sam R eed , h e r  husb an d , and  a n o th e r  d a u g h te r  Susan, 

a n d  C h a r le s  B a s k e rv il le ,  the p o r t r a i t  p a in te r .

A nd th en  I w en t u p s ta i r s  to m y  e le g a n t yellow  b ed ro o m  th a t looks o u t 

on the  h eav en ly  view  an d  found a l l  m y  c lo th s  u n p acked . I  put on m y w hite  

M ollie  P a r n is  w ith  the long  s le e v e s .  J a n e 's  h a i r d r e s s e r  gave m e an  e x q u is ite  

u p -d o , and  I w ent d o w n s ta irs  fo r  a  d in n e r  p a r ty . It w as  a  jew e l am ong ev en in g s .

T he th ings th a t I sh a ll r e m e m b e r  m o s t  b e s id e s  C h a r le s ' w onderfu l 

lo s s  of w eig h t is  the a i r  of fa m ily  th a t p e rv a d e d  the even ing . T h e re  w as 

C h a r le s ' 9 0 -y e a r  o ld  m o th e r  in  a  w h e e lc h a ir , e x q u is ite ly  d r e s s e d ,  w ea rin g
J

a  n e c k la c e  of r e a l  d iam onds a lm o s t to h e r  w a is t and  hav ing  a s  m u ch  fun a s  

an y  g u e s t p r e s e n t .  Two d a u g h te rs  - -  Susan an d  A nnette  w ith  h e r  husband  

an d  a  tab le  fu ll of th e ir  younger f r ie n d s .  J a n e 's  s i s t e r ,  M rs . R u p e r t Ger a r d  

and  h e r  h u sb an d . And of c o u rse  h e r  s i s t e r  B a r ry .

And a n o th e r  th ing , the u n b e liev ab ly  b eau tifu l f lo w e rs .

T h e re  w e re  fo u r ta b le s , and  g u e s ts  r e c e iv e d  c a rd s  d ire c tin g  them  

to  the  g e ra n iu m  ta b le , the v io le t tab le , the anem one tab le  w hose c e n te r -p ie c e
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w as a  g re a t  s p la s h  of p inks an d  re d s  th a t looked  lik e  a l l  the c ro w n  jew els  of 

a l l  the  R o g e rs . And the R ose  tab le  - -  ex q u is ite  and  d e lic a te  p in k s . And th is  

w as  w h e re  C h a r le s  an d  I  s a t.  On the o th e r  s id e  w as M r. F o rb e s  of the 

B u s in e ss  m a g a z in e . And th e re  w e re  som e old f r ie n d s :  the D oug D illons, who 

m ira c u lo u s ly  n e v e r  lo o k  a  day o ld e r ; an d  G o v ern o r R ic h a rd  H ughes and  

B e tty  w ho i s  a  t r a n s fo rm e d  w om an h av in g  lo s t  h e r  80 o r  90 p o u n d s . B ut 

I  f e l t  sad  ab o u t the G o v ern o r who s im p ly  d id  n o t look  w e ll - -  q u ie t, le s s  fu ll  

o f the ju ic e s  of life  th a t I h av e  known h im . And M rs . Bob M in o r who w as 

in d e ed  v e ry  fu ll of the ju ic e s  of l ife .  And th e re  w as a  n am e  ou t of the p a s t ,  

M rs .  S um ner W ells w ho h a s  p a ra l le le d  so  m any  of m y  y e a r s  in  W ashing ton , 

b u t w hom  I  cou ld  no t som ehow  engage in  any  c o n v e rsa tio n  an d  re m a in e d  

h an d so m e  an d  re m o te .

I t  w as a n  a b so lu te ly  d e lic io u s  d in n e r  - -  e x q u is ite ly  s e rv e d  - -  and 

I r e l is h e d  e v e ry  m o m en t of i t  lik e  a  v is i to r  to  a n o th e r  p la n e t. B u t the s w e e te s t  

ev en t of a l l  w as a t  the end  of the d in n e r  w hen Jan e  r e a d  a  te le g ra m  from  

m y  h u sb an d  - -  a  s o r t  of lo v e  le t t e r  - -  w h ich  of c o u rse  thanked  th e  h o s t f o r  

b e in g  so  n ice  to  m e .

A nd then  th e re  w e re  to a s ts .  C h a r le s  w ith  s tro n g , good w o rd s  fo r  

L yndon. How I th an k  h im . And I re tu rn e d  o n e , u n su re  b u t d e te rm in e d .

A nd then  w e w en t in to  the b e a u tifu l liv in g  room  fo r  coffee an d  l iq u e u rs ,  

a n d  I found m y s e l f  s ittin g  f i r s t  w ith  one group  and  then  w ith  a n o th e r .  .
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I l ik e  so much, b e t te r  being  a  g u est than  a  h o s te s s .

T h e re  w as one o u tstan d in g  lady , M rs . H am m ond F in w ick , who w ould 

m ak e  a  good su b je c t fo r  o u r book  - -  a  g en tile  s te a m - r o l le r  w ho is  engaged  

in  e v e ry  good a c t iv i ty  in  the co m m u n ity  and  ex tend ing  in d eed  to W ashington . 

One d id n 't  n eed  to  be to ld  th a t she h ad  b ee n  fo r  A dlai S tevenson .

We found m an y  th ings in  com m on - -  c o n se rv a tio n , h e r  in te r e s t  in  

L y n d o n 's  ed u ca tio n  b i l ls .  B u t m o s t of a l l  I  lik e d  to see  h e r  o p e ra te , fo r  

so m e of the g en tlem en  who w e re  v e ry  m uch  opposed  to e v e ry th in g  she w as 

say in g . It w as a  m o s t sk illfu l d u e l. She w as one of the e te rn a l ly  hopefu l 

ab o u t the n a tu re  of m an  - -  l ib e r a ls  - -  and  I w ould lik e  to know h e r  b e t te r .

H e r  o th e r  g u e s ts  w e re  n e ig h b o rs . S e v e ra l of them  h ad  p a r t ic u la r  in te r e s t s  

in  c o n s e rv a tio n  I  found. T h e re  w e re  ab o u t 34 of u s  in  a l l .  And a f te r  aw h ile  

a  s m a ll  g ro u p  of m u s ic ia n s  in  the c o rn e r  b eg an  to lu re  u s  in to  one end of the 

ro o m  fo r  d ancing . T h e re  w e re  so m e e x c e lle n t d a n c e rs  and  I  soon b eg an  to 

im ag ine th a t I  w as too.

It w as a  c a r e f r e e ,  th o ro u g h ly  d e lig h tfu l t im e . And i t  w as n o t u n til  I  

h a d  se e n  s e v e ra l  of the g u e s ts  take th e ir  d e p a r tu re  th a t I m ad e  a  m o v em en t 

to  go u p s ta i r s .  T hen  o th e rs  le f t.  B ut Ja n e  g a th e re d  u s  up - -  the T y le r  A b e lls , 

C h a r le s ,  one o r  two m o re , an d  we s a t  down in  the l ib r a r y  a n d  h ad  a  n ig h t-c a p  

an d  the q u ie t, en d -o f-e v e n in g  ta lk  th a t i s  often  the b e s t  of a  p a r ty .  T h is  one 

sp ic e d  w ith  som e qu ite  u n u su a l th ings fo r  m e to h e a r .  And th a t is  ab o u t th e ir  

s e c u r i ty  p eo p le  and  the p ro b le m s  they  d ea l w ith  and  s e v e ra l  a tte m p ts  to  e n te r  -
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fo r  ro b b e ry  o r  fo r  w o rse  - -  th is  h o u se . And one of them , Ja n e  h ad  been  

p re s e n t .  I  thought of the b r ic k  house  and  a l l  of the y e a r s  o f m y  ch ildhood 

an d  th e re  n e v e r  w as a  key  to an y  d o o r. And i f  so m e o n e  e n te re d  in  the m id d le  

of the n ig h t I cou ld  u su a lly  te l l  a f te r  aw hile  who i t  w a s . If ab o u t 10 m in u te s  

la te r  th e re  w as a  loud  sn o rin g , I  knew i t  w as U ncle W a lte r . And if  th e re  

im m e d ia te ly  b eg an  the p la in tiff  w a il of the V ic tro la  I  knew i t  w as  m y b ro th e r  

T om  m y  com ing  h o m e fro m  3t§DK a  d a te . A nd if  f ig u re  e n te re d  r e c it in g  a l l  

the n a m e s  of the C o n fed e ra te  G e n e ra ls  and  the b a t t le s  they  en g ag ed  in  a s  

he  m o u n ted  the s ta i r s  and  p lunked  to a  room  I knew i t  w as o l good C o lem an , 

w hose  m in d  h ad  b e e n  d e ra n g e d  b y  a  ch ildhood  i l ln e s s  b u t w ho w as  s t i l l  a  

g e n tle m an  an d  w elco m e in o u r hom e.

And I thought of a l l  the y e a rs  a t  30th  P la c e  w hen  we h a d  n e v e r  lo ck ed  

a  d o o r e i th e r ,  b u t r a n  h e l t e r - s k e l t e r  look ing  fo r the  key  w hen  C o n g re s s  ended  

a n d  i t  w as tim e  to r e n t  the h o u se . And the r e n te r  n a tu ra l ly  w an ted  the key  

tu rn e d  o v e r  to h im .

T he w hole day  h a s  b ee n  a  page out of a n o th e r  book - -  e n o rm o u s ly  

en jo y ed  by m e  an d  I am  g ra te fu l.


