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Saturday, September Zlet, was one of those delicious inte.r'lddesvin
the suvrnm er .7-- a't.weekend with good friends at the Rench.

I had cotne down the day before, actually ‘from ”Wmterthur”, W1th
the Ala.n Boyds and the George Mahons and the McPhersons.

We slept late and then I went out to the pool to f1nd Lyndon in w1th ‘
much of the company

Secretary ‘l Bofd a_nd Harry were suplp_osed tohbgo, into SanAntonio :
for a pz‘;e.ss confere_n'ce, and"I was.,detertnin'_ed to see for one more vt:ime

Hem isFair. I talked to Flavil about it. She was eager. And Helen -~ |

. interested enough to want to go.:

I called Patsy Steves who must have personally entertained some se_verall :
hundred of HemisFair's 5-1/2 million guests this summer. But she was not

too bdsy to.break, away from whatever her duties of the day were and take

.care of me and mine. So we flew in by Jetstar, and arrived at the HernisFair o

at about 11:30 where Sa.heed Kahn greeted us -- Flavil and Helen and Iand

Clay McPherson and her daughter Coco.

" I had outlined everybody on the way wha.t 1 thought were the grea.test B

things to see and absolutely 1ns1sted that everybody go out on their own to

what sounded enticing. As for me, I wanted to go r1ght back to the ATexas

X _ . uwd‘ . . ; . . : ’ ' ¥
-, Pavilion, and it wemfl up that this was what we all did, with Henderson Shuffler

on hand to give his incomparable dialogue as we went through. And Patsy

slowly arranging eve rything.
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" Ihad the best view of it, and achieved the most understanding that I
ever had of the 26 ethnic gi'oups- that has made up Texas since man began -

his stay here. ‘Act_u'a.lly, we only got' through about five. But I picked up

) such int'erestihg nuggets as that a considerable number of Chinese were
"~importle"d‘ from vtdeest_coast to build the railroad which was already being " -

~ built from the other direé.ti;o'h almost entirely by Irish labor. And when the

railroad finally 'met‘ som éwherve' in the middle of Texas there was a .dox'mybr‘ook'

_ that ’notb even Marshal Dill‘oAni could have contaihed. _

- And for t'hé.first time I saw outlined the whole story of the buildirig

" of the Capitol of Texas.

For quite a time, no one noticed me. And then gradually more and more

. people did, and I soon found myself inoving in a ciowd‘ from. showcase to
,showcaée a;nd iﬁtle.rrtipt.ed.wi;h #wiédiings aﬁd squeals and "Coé'bleéé‘yéu'sta

" and '"tell the Pre ’svident we pray for. h’im".j Afld most often whén it was vsér..ne‘ :
.;‘)_art‘ic(ul.arly touching mes‘sagei,k it woul;:l be _f:om a Ne'gi'o; ~T}.ﬁs ha-.p‘pe.r"x; |

- over and over.

‘We had only gotten through about five :'eth'nié groups when we realized

‘that it was 1:00 and our men would already be at La Paloms.del Rio waiting

for us.. “So with Hénderson and Saheed and Patsy, we joined them th‘er‘e',
found a table on the river bank and drank beer and watched the barges go

by waving at them. And delighted m telling our visitors the story of the

little river.
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I found from Hende'rson_that indeed the Texas holcul;:ures‘walll remain --
the buiiding -- and tha.t though ever so many gf,. the aftifacts .have been erro“}gd .
 from n‘ys‘useumsbland from private v.coll‘ectérs, that many of thevse .wu'fl‘l be happy
to eﬁctér;d the ioans for ar;o'thé»‘r. year. And in‘ some c‘-ases additional and:even
better ones ha.‘}e ibeen found and given If.or a pefmaﬁeﬁt ‘collecvtic‘tn. At;d _s§ L
it w111 close for éwhile, be ‘relﬁi'ganized an’d" some thingére’tqrned, and then
o itwill rebpéh -- the basis .is still a little uncertain, bﬁt 1 think' it: \;v‘ill be a
permaﬁent part of San .Antor}i.o_iife -- of‘.'Téxas life‘. | And I am“.ehorlv:nously 7'.
' p/fréud of the ‘who'le cbﬁcept a.rici executioﬁ.v “

- We ate a delzc:..ous Mex1can dn'mer w1th aba.ndonkverythmg; saud goodbye
to. Patsy, our hostess, and the Ma.hons and the Boyds and I went back by chopper-
‘to the Ranch —-’the McPhersons stay1ng to see more.

We all fglt_ ready for a little nap, LyndOn and George had spent a good
pai;i: of the d;Y afound the pool talkiﬁg and were a healthy Ired.v .

Late in the day the Boyds and the Ma.hons and Mildred and Marie and
Bob' Hardesty a.nd Harry M1ddleton -- whom we include in everythmg pos S1ble :
these days because we want‘thgm to ,1_331'11 the th_nson life -~ and the Harry ,
McPixe‘rso.r;-s énd Cbco_ Qenf (;o 't']:'ie"lé.ké_ to spend ithe év.e'ni-n'g. We} v'vent":

 first to Coca éola’. 'Cox'rvé whefé tﬁe boats j.oined-us and Lyndon tovokﬂ éll the
br.}ve# yéung ones éqt in his speed boat, while Heieh .a..nd ’séme ovfktl-.;e A
| quieter members stagred w.i'th me in the bivg boat.
‘ Fir.st, vI ha.d ﬁ goodlong.swirrll '-f abc.)utb45 minutes,: and what ‘sgemed to

" be long,b ldxz_g distances - in the cool é.nd rapid 'choppy waters of the lake, and
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- The '»'Presi.d‘entia.l suite'" is comihg right é.long. “And every time he sees

there. -

couples that play bridge. And I am very much aware that Lyndon planned it

. of the Appropriations committee. In fact in just about everything that comes
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eﬁcalted in the feeling of stretchiﬁg and usinvg my muscles and getting a

litflé tifed and 1y1ng onvm'y back éJnd lookingvup into the sky. And generalblyv'

exalting ‘Iin the feeling of well-béing I have when I do considerable ex.ercis.e.i
o Theﬁ ba;ck ir;to the boat and to the beaéﬁ hous_é whéré.Lyndon had

alreé.dy taken a car full over to the see the progress on the Krirf:'estate.
Arthur and Mathilde he teases them aboxit his taking up residence wi_th'them'

On the ¥ ‘Boa.t:. going back to the Haywood, we started our bridge yga.me.' L
That is one of the delightful things about 'thij weekeind . having.tw¢ congenial
that way in part for me. He had grown rh_c»re and more congenial and understanding
with the George Mahons through the years. He is a remarkable man with an

ex?anding interest in trees, in the Smithsonian Institute, the: vast ramificatibns

‘his wa..};.
I.;;v'as vastouz};de.d' i:hat this" weekeﬁd is his‘ 68th ,birthday'. He is a yoﬁng;
slim 68. | | |
- Andfhe Alan Boyds who arve ,.t.heir ﬁéigﬁbc;rs énd good friendé have Eeen |
onev of thé pleasant.e_s‘t' addi;ions to our troops vhére to our Cé.bine:t. I think he
is t;'me.‘_of the ybuﬁg comers in 'Gofernment if hg"_chooseé to remain in -- é, |

combinationxof the solid and pragmat_ic.' with the liberal and idealist."
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In one conversation he gave me about an hours summary of

' transportatiori problems -- an exploration, no solutions -- of the short-sided

phenomena of funneling more and more automobiles into cities by enormous.
and expensive freé_WaYS5 but no places to park the dutqmobile s once they |

are in the cities, .ﬁxough scarcer and scarcer, and the problem more

' fruStr_ating, a synopsis of the story of the rapid transit system in Washington

and how lone’man‘ in Congress has tigd it like a Siamese twin to ‘ttlle'f’re'e.way.
.' - I t wbas‘ a ébod weelk'enjd -- a mixture of talkbland fun,
.W‘hen‘it Qé,s. quite dark, we landed at tiaé Haywodd'. Lyr;donvi‘s always
relucta;;.nAt.td leave ti'xellé.ke., ror‘th"é. “.ipastu'res when -there is still light in the sky,',

We went in‘side_..and started a bridge garhe_while they were frying the fish out.

on the terrace. Ridiculously eno_ugh, everybody had insisted on having fried .

catfish again w he fact that that was what we had last night.

My thoughts went to Lynda,-alone in Waéhington. And this was the
Saturday she had asked me to save and spend ‘with her. Inevitably my life
seems to be fragmented'and I am torn between people that I love and that

need me and I pi'émise myself that I will make it up alwiys to each one.

We ate with reckless forgetfulness of our big lunch and then choppered -

home about 10:30 and to bed -- all »sa‘tis“fied with a varied and inferesting
day.

Ihad a rub and to sleep by 11:30,




