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Saturday, S ep tem b er 2 1 s t , w a s one of th ose  d e lic io u s  in te r lu d e s  in  

the s u m m e r  - -  a w eek en d  w ith  good fr ien d s  a t the R anch.

I had co m e down the day b e fo r e , a c tu a lly  from  "W interthur", w ith  

the A lan  B oyd s and the G eorge M ahons and the M cP h e rso n s .

We s lep t la te  and then I w en t out to the pool to find  L yndon in  w ith  

m u ch  o f the com pany.

S e c r e ta r y  • • •  B oyd and H a rry  w e r e  sup p osed  to go in to  San A ntonio  

fo r  a  p r e s s  c o n fe r e n c e , and I w a s d e term in ed  to s e e  for  one m o r e  tim e  

H e m is F a ir .  I ta lk ed  to F la v il  about it . She w a s e a g er . A nd H elen  - -  

C in te r e s te d  enough to w ant to go,

I c a lle d  P a tsy  S tev es  who m u st have p e r so n a lly  en te r ta in e d  som e s e v e r a l  

hundred of H e m is F a ir 's  5 - 1 /2  m il l io n  g u e s ts  th is  su m m er . B u t she w a s  not 

too b u sy  to b rea k  aw ay from  w h a tev er  h er  d u ties  of the day w e r e  and take  

c a r e  of m e  and m in e . So w e flew  in  by J e ts ta r , and a r r iv e d  a t  the H e m isF a ir  

a t about 11:30 w h ere  Saheed Kahn g r e e te d  u s - -  F la v il  and H e len  and I and  

C lay  M cP h erso n  and h e r  daughter C oco .

I had ou tlin ed  ev eryb od y  on the w ay w hat I thought w e r e  the g r e a te s t  

th in gs to s e e  and a b so lu te ly  in s is te d  that everyb od y  go out on th eir  own to 

w hat sounded en tic in g . A s fo r  m e , I w anted to go r ig h t b ack  to the T ex a s  

P a v ilio n , and it  wound up that th is w a s  w hat w e a l l  did, w ith  H en d erson  Shuffler

on hand to g ive  h is  in com p arab le  d ia logu e a s  w e w ent through. And P a tsy  

s lo w ly  a rran g in g  ev ery th in g .
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I had the b e s t  v iew  o f it ,  and a ch iev ed  the m o st  u n d erstan d in g  that I 

e v e r  had of the 26 ethn ic group s that has m ade up T ex a s  s in c e  m an began  

h is  s ta y  h e r e . A ctu a lly , w e on ly  got through about f iv e . B ut I p icked up 

su ch  in te r e s t in g  n u ggets  a s  that a c o n s id era b le  num ber of C h in ese  w ere  

im p o rted  fro m  the W est c o a s t  to bu ild  the r a ilr o a d  w h ich  w a s a lr ea d y  b e in g  

b u ilt  from  the o th er  d ir e c tio n  a lm o s t  e n t ir e ly  b y  I r ish  la b o r . A nd w hen the 

r a ilr o a d  f in a lly  m e t s o m e w h e r e  in  the m id d le  o f T ex a s  th ere  w a s  a  donnybrook  

that n o t e v en  M a rsh a l D illon  cou ld  h ave  con ta in ed .

And fo r  the f i r s t  tim e I saw  ou tlin ed  the w h ole  s to r y  of the building  

o f the C ap ito l of T e x a s .

F o r  qu ite a tim e , no one n o ticed  m e . And then gra d u a lly  m o re  and m ore  

p eo p le  did, and I soon  found m y s e lf  m ovin g  in  a crow d  from  sh o w ca se  to  

sh o w ca se  and in terru p ted  w ith  tw id d lings and sq u ea ls  and "God b le s s  y o u ' s" 

and " te ll the P r e s id e n t  w e pray for h im " . And m o st  o ften  w hen  it  w as so m e  

p a r tic u la r ly  touching m e s s a g e ,  it  w ould  be from  a N eg ro . T h is  happens  

o v e r  and o v er .

W e h ad  on ly  gotten  through about f iv e  ethn ic group s w h en  w e r e a liz e d  

that i t  w a s  1:00 and our m en  w ould a lr ea d y  be a t La P a lo m a  d e l R io w aitin g  

fo r  u s . So w ith  H en d erson  and Saheed and P a tsy , w e jo in ed  them  th ere , 

found a tab le on the r iv e r  bank and drank b eer  and w atch ed  the b a rg es  go  

b y  w avin g  a t th em . And d e lig h ted  in  te llin g  our v is i to r s  the s to r y  o f the 

l i t t le  r iv e r .
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I found fro m  H en d erson  that in d eed  the T ex a s  h o lc u ltu r e s  w i l l  rem a in  - -  

the bu ild in g  - -  and that though e v e r  so  m any of the a r t ifa c ts  have b een  b o rro w ed  

from  m u se u m s and from  p r iv a te  c o l le c to r s , that m any of th ese  w i l l  be happy  

to extend  the lo a n s  fo r  another y e a r . And in so m e c a s e s  a d d itio n a l and e v en  

b e tte r  o n es  have b een  found and g iven  for  a p erm an en t c o lle c t io n . And so  

i t  w il l  c lo s e  for  a w h ile , be r e o r g a n iz e d  and som e th ings re tu rn ed , and then  

i t  w i l l  reo p en  - -  the b a s is  i s  s t i l l  a  l i t t le  u n certa in , but I think i t  w il l  be a  

p erm a n en t p a rt o f San A ntonio life  — o f  T ex a s  l i f e .  And I am  en o rm o u sly  

pr oud o f the w h o le  co n cep t and ex ecu tio n .

We a te  a d e lic io u s  M exican  d inner w ith abandon e v e r y th in g , sa id  goodbye  

to P a tsy , our h o s te s s ,  and the M ahons and the B oyds and I w en t b ack  by chopp er  

to  the R anch - -  the M cP h erso n s  s ta y in g  to s e e  m o r e .

We a l l  fe lt  rea d y  fo r  a l it t le  nap. Lyndon and G eorge had sp en t a good  

p a rt of the day around the pool ta lk ing and w ere  a  h ea lth y  red .

L ate in the day the B oyds and the M ahons and M ild red  and M arie  and  

Bob H a rd esty  and H a rry  M iddleton - -  whom  w e in c lu d e  in  e v ery th in g  p o s s ib le  

th e se  days b e c a u se  w e w ant them  to le a r n  the Johnson life  - -  and the H arry  

M c P h e rso n s  and C oco w en t to the l ake to spend the even in g . We w ent 

f ir s t  to C oca C ola  C ove w h ere  the b oats jo in ed  u s  and Lyndon took  a ll  the 

b ra v e  young o n es out in  h is  sp eed  boat, w h ile  H elen  and so m e  of the 

q u ie ter  m e m b e r s  s ta y ed  w ith  m e in  the b ig  boat.

F ir s t ,  I had a g o o d  long sw im  - -  about 45 m in u te s , and w h at seem ed  to  

be lon g , lon g  d is ta n c e s  - -  in  the c o o l and rapid choppy w a te rs  o f the la k e , and
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e x a lte d  in  the fe e lin g  of s tre tch in g  and u s in g  m y  m u s c le s  and g e ttin g  a

l i t t le  t ir e d  and ly in g  on m y  b ack  and look in g  up in to  the sk y . A nd g e n e ra lly
■ ■ I ' ■ ■

e x a ltin g  in the fe e lin g  of w e ll-b e in g  I have w hen I do c o n s id e r a b le  e x e r c is e .

T hen b ack  in to  the boat and to the b each  h o u se  w h ere  L yndon had 

a lr e a d y  taken a  ca r  fu ll o ver  to the s e e  the p r o g r e s s  on the K rim  e sta te .

T he " P r e s id e n tia l su ite"  i s  com in g  r ig h t a lon g . And e v e r y  t im e  he s e e s  

A rthur and M ath ild a  he t e a s e s  them  about h is  taking up r e s id e n c e  w ith them  

th e r e .

On the ^  b oat going b ack  to the H aywood, w e s ta r ted  our b r id g e  ga m e.

Q  , T hat i s  one o f the d e lig h tfu l th ings about th is  w eek en d  - -  h av in g  tw o co n g en ia l

. -V c o u p le s  that p la y  b r id g e . And I am  v e r y  m uch aw are  that Lyndon planned it

that w ay  in  part fo r  m e . He had grow n m o re  and m o r e  c o n g e n ia l and un d erstan d ing  

w ith  the G eorge M ahons through the y e a r s . He i s  a rem a rk a b le  m an  w ith  an  

expand ing in t e r e s t  in  t r e e s ,  in  the S m ith son ian  In stitu te , the v a s t  ra m ific a tio n s  

. o f the A p p rop ria tion s c o m m itte e . In fa c t in  ju st about ev ery th in g  that c o m e s  

h is  w ay .

I w a s  astou n ded  that th is w eek en d  i s  h is  68th b irth day . He i s  a  young, 

s l im  68.

A nd the A lan  B oyds who a re  th eir  n e ig h b o rs and good fr ie n d s  have b e e n  

one of the p le a sa n te s t  ad d ition s to our troop s h e r e  to our C ab in et. I think he  

i s  one of the young c o m e r s  in G overnm ent if  he c h o o se s  to r em a in  in  - -  a  

com b in ation  of the so lid  and p ra g m a tic , w ith  the l ib e r a l and id e a l is t .  .
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In one c o n v e rsa tio n  he gave m e  about an hou rs su m m a ry  of 

tra n sp o rta tio n  p r o b le m s - -  an ex p lo ra tio n , no so lu tio n s — o f the sh o r t-s id e d  

ph en om ena o f fu nn elin g  m o r e  and m o r e  a u to m o b ile s  into c i t i e s  by  en orm ou s  

and e x p e n s iv e  fr e e w a y s , but no p la c e s  to park  the au tom ob iles' once they  

a r e  in  the c i t i e s . T h ough s c a r c e r  and s c a r c e r , and the p rob lem  m ore  

fr u s tr a t in g , a sy n o p s is  of the s to r y  o f the rapid  tr a n s it  sy s te m  in  W ashington  

and how  one m an in  C o n g r e ss  h as tied  i t  lik e  a S ia m ese  tw in  to the freew a y .

I t  w a s a good w eek en d  - - a  m ix tu re  o f  ta lk  and fun.

W hen it  w a s qu ite dark, w e landed  a t the H ayw ood. Lyndon is  a lw a y s  

Q  :) r e lu c ta n t to le a v e  the la k e  or the p a s tu r e s  w hen th ere i s  s t i l l  lig h t in  the sky.

We w en t in s id e  and s ta r ted  a  b rid ge  gam e w h ile  th ey  w e re  fry in g  the f is h  out. 

on  the te r r a c e .  R id ic u lo u s ly  enough, ev eryb od y  had in s is te d  on having fr ie d  

c a tf is h  a g a in  despite  the fa c t that that w as w hat w e had la s t  night.

M y thoughts w ent to L y n d a , a lo n e  in  W ashington. And th is  w as the 

Saturday sh e had a sk ed  m e  to sa v e  and spend w ith  h e r . In ev itab ly  m y  life  

s e e m s  to be fra g m en ted  and I am  torn b etw een  p eop le  that I lo v e  and that 

need m e and I p r o m ise  m y s e lf  that I w il l  m ake it  up a lw a y s to  each  one.

We a te  w ith  r e c k le s s  fo r g e tfu ln e ss  of our b ig  lunch and then ch op p ered  

h om e about 10:30 and to b ed  - -  a l l  s a t is f ie d  w ith  a v a r ie d  and in ter e st in g  

day.

 ̂ I had a rub and to s le e p  by 11:30.


