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T u e sd a y , S ep tem b er 24th, w as  one of those  fu ll, b a c k - to -b a c k  W ash ing ton  

d ay s . A c tu a lly  I en joy  th em . Though I find a f te r  n e a r ly  5 y e a r s  th a t I  am  m uch 

m o re  p h y s ic a lly  an d  m e n ta lly  w e a r ie d  - -  and  w h at of Lyndon. T h a t is  the r e l ie f ,  

the  joy , the in s u ra n c e , th a t in  a  l i t t le  le s s  than  4 m on ths we w il l  no t h av e  to 

hav e  th is  e n d u ra n c e .

I w en t to  M r. P e r ’s in  the m o rn in g  fo r  a  sham poo and  s e t,  w o rk ed  a

l i t t l e  w ith  A sh ton , and  a t  1:00, le f t  the W hite H ouse in  the b ig  b la c k  c a r  w ith
■ ' f o r .  '

A sh to n  and  L iz  an d  Jan e  F re e m a n  and  Lynda bound fo r  the C ap ito l/w h a t h a s  

a c tu a l ly  b eco m e an  a lm o s t an n u a l o c c u r re n c e  - -  the " L o u is ia n a  gum bo" 

lu n ch eo n , cooked  b y  S en ato r E lle n d e r  h im se lf  an d  s e rv e d  to  a  bunch  of la d ie s  

on ly  in  h is  l i t t le  h ideaw ay  in  the C ap ito l.

On the w ay, Jan e  ta lk e d  abou t m y  p a r tic ip a tio n  in  the H u m p h rey  cam p a ig n .

, I t w ould be a  good id e a  if  I  w en t to th e ir  cam p aig n  h e a d q u a r te r s  hopefu lly  w e ll 

c o v e re d  by the p r e s s ,  p ick ed  up som e l i t e r a tu r e ,  thanked  the v o lu n te e rs , h ad  

p le n ty  of p ic tu re s .  I w ould . We s e t  the n ex t m o rn in g  a s  the t im e . And we 

ta lk e d  of p o s s ib ly  hav in g  a  s ty le  show  in  T ex as  an d  of m e  m ak in g  a  sp eech .

A nd then  we p u lled  up  to  th a t a l l  f a m il ia r  b e a t  of m ine  - -  the  iaBatyiiiiiffiiiiniitiiiiiiiili 

C a p ito l of the U nited  S ta te s .

We e n te re d  th ro u g h  th e  h a l l  th a t h a s  the T h o m as J e f fe rs o n  co lum ns w ith  

the e a r s  of c o rn  a s  d e c o ra tiv e  m o tif, an d  i t  s t i l l  b e a r s  the  s c a r s  of B r i t i s h  

b u lle ts  w hen the B r i t i s h  p a r t ly  b u rn e d  the  C ap ito l in  the W ar of 1812.

A h o s t  of m e m o rie s  w alk ed  w ith  m e . A m ong th em , th is  w as the e n tra n c e  

w h e re  a s  p re s id in g  o ffic e r  of the Senate w iv es  I h ad  gone to m e e t  M rs . K ennedy
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the f i r s t  y e a r »  she w as o u r g u e s t of h o n o r a t  ou r A nnual S enate  L ad ie s  L uncheon . 

I  r e m e m b e r  p o in tin g out th e se  th in g s  to h e r .

U p s ta ir s  th e re  w as a  qu ite  co n g en ia l bunch  of la d ie s  m o s tly  - -  only 

ab o u t 17 of u s .  B e s id e s  o u r c a r  fu ll, L u e la  D irk se n  and  L in d y  B oggs,

P e r le  M e s ta  and  B e tty  B ea le  an d  D oro thy  M cC ard le , L ady  W alle r  of A u s tra l ia  

a n d  M rs .  A llo tt an d  M rs . B il l  D r iv e r  and  M au reen  M an sfie ld . And the lone 

m a n , the S e n a to r . A few  tim e s  he h a s  been  jo in ed  by  one o th e r  - -  the P re s id e n t .  

T h is  tim e he w ould n o t b e . T he ra d io  sa id  th a t the P r e s id e n t  w as on h is  w ay 

b a ck  to W ash ing ton  b u t p ro b ab ly  w ould no t a r r iv e  u n til  1:30 o r  2:00.

^  ̂ T he " L o u is ia n a  gum bo" w as a s  good a s  e v e r .  The r i tu a l  of i t s  cooking

e a g e r ly  l is te n e d  to .

It w as  the S e n a to r 's  b ir th d a y , and  I p re se n te d  h im  w ith  a  cake  m ad e  

b y  the W hite H ouse chef, issosaatsB in s c r ib e d , "H appy B ir th d a y  to a  G re a t  C hef" 

an d  c e n te re d  w ith  a  ta l l ,  f lu ted  c h e f 's  cap  m ad e  of ic in g .

T he S en a to r w e a rs  h is  y e a r s  p h ilo so p h ica lly , ev en  g ay ly . He ta lk ed  of 

h is  13 g ra n d c h ild re n , h is  t r ip s  to  A fric a  - -  w h e re  s la v e ry  in c id e n ta lly  s t i l l  

e x is t s  a t  l e a s t  in  the c a s e  of w o m en  - -  an d  on the F o r ta s  n o m in a tio n  fo re b o d in g ,  

p a in fu l e s tim a te  th a t  he d id  no t th ink  a  c lo tu re  vo te  co u ld  be ob ta ined  to  stop  

a  f i l ib u s te r .  A nd th a t w ould m ean  doom ing the ap p o in tm en t o f Abe.

T he s ta r  of the o c c a s io n  to m y  now ays im p a r t ia l  ey es  w as Lynda B ird , 

I  am  in  a l l  of h e r  th e se  d ay s . She is  fu ll of com m on s e n s e, a  qu ite  u n d ra m a tic  

c o u ra g e . S h e 's  h u m o ro u s , c a lls  h e r s e l f  "M iss  Scootch", g iv e s  im ita tio n s  o f
c
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h e r  own gw addling u n g am elin e s s ,  and  is  u n re m ittin g ly  d isc ip lin e d  ab o u t h e r  

d ie t  an d  e x e rc is e  - -  sw im s, w alks a l l  o v er th is  town, and  u n t i l  ju s t  a  w eek  

o r  so  ago , b ic y c le s  long and h a rd .

T oday, she w as  v e ry  funny te llin g  h e r  end  of the tab le  ab o u t our fa m ily . 

S h e 's  th a t m o s t p r iv a te  o f peop le . A c tu a lly  they  w e re  innocuous s ta te m e n ts  

th a t L u c i shou ld  have b een  on the s tag e, th a t th e re  w ould be no m idd le  g ro u n d  

fo r  h e r .  She w ould a lw ay s  b e  p lay ing  e i th e r  " l i t t le  M ary  Sunsh ine" o r  "O phe l ia " .  

T h a t I, m o th e r , w as lik e  a  c h a r a c te r  in  Voltaire 's "K ind D eed " , w h a tev e r  i s  

going on i t 's  the b e s t  p o ss ib le  w o rld . And h e r  D addy, so t r u e ,  he d o e s n 't  

; h e a r  you a t  a l l  u n le s s  you a r e  say ing  so m eth in g  you d o n 't  w an t h im  to h e a r .

~ T hen  he som ehow  h e a r s  the w hole th ing .

W ith m an y  th an k -y o u s an d  a n  a w a re n e s s  th a t  th is  w as th e  la s t  one, 

w e sa id  goodbye abou t 2 :20.

We r e tu rn e d  to the W hite H ouse. I  c o lle c te d  m y  th ough ts  b r ie f ly  to go 

in to  the m in o r  t r i a l  of m ee tin g  a  M r. D avid Jo n es  who i s  w r itin g  a  len g th y  

p ie c e  on the Jo h n so n  L ib r a r y  fo r  the New Y o rk  T im e s .

I me t  w ith  h im  in  the L in co ln  S itting  Room  and  sp en t ab o u t 45 m in u te s  

d u r in g  w hich  he took  n o te s  going o v er the g e n e s is , th e  b eg in n in g s , of the 

L ib r a r y  - -  m y  p h ilo so p h y  of i t ,  w hat I hoped  i t  w ould do.

He se e m e d  e s p e c ia lly  in te re s te d  in  the a u d io v isu a l a s p e c ts .  W ary  an d  

^  u n s u re  abou t h is  in te n tio n s  - -  in  fa c t  w ith  a  c e r ta in  cyni c ism  b a r r e d  b y  ab o u t

5 y e a r s  c o n ta c t th ro u g h  the New Y o rk  T im e s  - -  I a n sw e re d  h is  q u e s tio n s .
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And then  I h a d  a  few  m in u te s  to w o rk  w ith  A sh ton . •

A t 4:00 I  w en t down to m e e t r e p re s e n ta t iv e s  of the A m e ric a n  A sso c ia tio n  

of N u rse ry m e n  on the f ro n t law n. T h e re  w e re  ju s t  a  handfu l of them .

M r. an d  M rs . Shado - -  h e 's  the P re s id e n t .  T h e ir  ex ecu tiv e  V ice  P re s id e n t  

R o b e r t  L e t te r e r  w hom  I  know m uch  b e t te r .  The i r r e p la c e a b le  N ash  C a s tro  

a n d  of c o u r s e  S haron . And the P re s id e n t  of the In te rn a tio n a l H a rv e s te r  

C o m p an y , M r. M c A llis te r ,  who is  a c tu a lly  financing  the l i t t le  book le t w h ich  

they  w ish  to p r e s e n t  to m e . It is  c a lle d , "L an d scap e  B eau ty  D epends on P e o p le " , 

an d  show ed in  p ic tu re s  c h a rm in g ly  how to p r e s e n t  a  p r e t ty  fa c e  to the w o rld  

>■- w ith  the lan d sc ap in g  a t  y o u r f ro n t d o o r. O r to have a g a y e r  p la c e  fo r  r e c re a t io n  

. in  you r b a c k y a rd . O r b eau ty  a s  a  co m m u n ity  e ffo r t.

I t w as r e a l ly  qu ite  w e ll done, an d  I w as d e lig h ted  to s a lu te  them  an d  hoped 

i t  g e ts  in  the han d s of th o u san d s of p eo p le  a c r o s s  th is  lan d  w h ich  of c o u rse  is  

the p u rp o se  of p ic tu re s  in  f ro n t of the W hite H ouse w ith  the F i r s t  Lady.

T h is  is  one of the s m a ll  s to n es  in  the w hole s tru c tu re  of m y  w o rk  w ith  

c o n se rv a tio n .

We w en t up  the s ta i r s  once m o re  to  the L in co ln  S itting  R oom  and I  s e rv e d  

te a  an d  c o n g ra tu la tio n s  and  a ls o  re c e iv e d  them  in  tu rn . T hen  s a id  goodbye 

s h o r tly , an d  w en t d o w n s ta irs  to m y n ex t m ee tin g . T h is  one to  g r e e t  300 m e m b e rs  

of JANGO - -  the d a u g h te rs  of A rm e d  S erv ice  p e rso n n e l fro m  14 to 23 who 

v o lu n te e r  th e ir  tim e  a t  h o s p ita ls ,  in  s o ld ie r s ' and  s a i lo r s ' h o m e s  and  s e rv ic e  

c lu b s . And th is  too w as a n o th e r  s o r t  of s a lu te . W hat a  c o u n try  of e f fo r t  we
( ' )
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a r e .  We t r y  in n o cen tly , h o pefu lly , in d u s tr io u s ly , in  e v e ry  f ie ld  - -  God b le s s  

u s .

A nd they  w e re  a  fine looking  bunch  of young w om en, I am  so  glad I d id

i t .

F i r s t ,  th e re  w as a  p ic tu re  - -  th e re  a lw ay s  is .  T h is  tim e  w ith  the 

P r e s id e n t ,  the s e n io r  b o a rd , M rs . J a m ie  A d a ir , and  M rs . L e w is  W alt, w ife  

o f the G e n e ra l. A nd l i t t le  Susan Vos s who is  the d a u g h te r  of the  W hite H ouse 

d o c to r an d  who h a s  h e r s e l f  g iven  2 ,0 0 0  h o u rs  of v o lu n te e r  w o rk  a t  B e th esd a  

N aval H o sp ita l an d  the H om e fo r  I n c u r a b l e s  in  the p a s t two s u m m e rs .
■ ■

I  s to o d  by  the f ire p la c e  and  they  f ile d  p a s t  w ith  the  b e a u tifu l ^  p la in , 

the  s m a r t ly  d r e s s e d  and  s im p le  - -  a l l  b r ig h t,  e a g e r , a  l i t t le  e x c ite d . And I 

t r ie d  to r i s e  to i t  an d  be ju s t  a s  w a rm  a s  they  d e s e rv e d ; E v e ry  now  and th en  

I  w ould  p au se  to  th an k  one of them  fo r  w hat they  a l l  d id  o r  to a s k  an o th e r 

w h e re  she  w o rk ed .

M rs .  R o b e r t P a t te r s o n ,  the w ife of the  S e c re ta ry  of D efen se  of m an y  

y e a r s  ago  an d  the fo rm e r  h ea d  of th is  o rg a n iza tio n , cam e  th ro u g h  and  we 

re m in is c e d  b r ie f ly . And th en  I w en t in to  the S tate D ining R oom  a n d  m oved 

f ro m  group  to g ro u p  an d  u rg e d  them  a l l  to m ake th e m se lv e s  a t  h o m e  and 

look  to  w h a te v e r  they  lik ed  the m o s t - -  the p o r t r a i t s ,  the f lo w e rs , our an tiq u e  

fu rn i tu r e .  And once m o re  to  e x p re s s  m y  a d m ira tio n  and  m y  g ra titu d e  fo r  w h at 

th ey  w e re  doing.
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T hen  abou t 5:30 I w ent u p s ta i r s  w ith  the fee lin g  th a t th is  s m a ll good 

w o rk  of the w o rld  goes on in  sp ite  of a l l  the d ire  h ea d lin e s  in  the p a p e r  —

"M e x ico  C ity  B a tt le s  K ill 15 a s  A rm y  T ak es  O ver S choo l". And the con tinu ing  

p i l lo ry  of Abe F o r ta s ,  the agony in  B ia fra .

N ex t I m e t w ith  L iz  an d  Sim one and  we sp en t a  couple of h o u rs  going 

o v e r the  TV s c r ip t  - -  the one I h ad  done w ith  H ow ard  K. S m ith  in  the fa m ily  

q u a r te r s  - -  an d  hav ing  a  w e lco m ed  d r in k . It r e a d s  f a i r ly  w e ll . I  c rin g e  

s o m e tim e s , aiaaweTit th in g s  I d id n 't  say , and  th e r e 's  no t the tim e o r  the s tre n g th  

to  do i t  o v er.

Lyndon h a d  c a l le d  to sa y  he  w as a sk in g  the  C la rk  C lif fo rd s  to d in n e r .

A bout 8:00 I w en t down to the pool to find  h im  and C la rk  sw im m ing .

I a lw ay s  w e lco m e th a t. He h a s  b e e n  m a rv e lo u s  ab o u t getting  e x e rc is e  la te ly .

M a th i ld e  K rim  c am e  in  b r ie f ly  b r in g in g  h e r  f r ie n d . D r. M itch e ll, a  

v e ry  in te ll ig e n t and  in te re s t in g  N egro  w om an who w o rk s  w ith  h e r  I b e lie v e .

She h ad  a sk e d  to show h e r  the W hite H ouse an d  I c a lle d  the U sh e r to have

the lig h ts  tu rn e d  on in  the S tate f lo o r  and  in  the L in co ln  R oom  and  the Q u een s '

R oom . M ath ilde  h e r s e l f  w ould be guide.

I cou ld  te l l  th a t the c o n v e rsa tio n  w as p u rp o se fu l, p ro b in g  and  te n se .

A nd so  I  d e l ib e ra te ly  d id  n o t t ry  to l i s te n .  M arny  cam e  in  ab o u t 8:30, and  

w e c h a tte d  ab o u t o u r day  a t  " W in te r th u r"  w hile the m en  sw am  and ta lk ed .

A nd then  we a l l  w ent u p s ta i r s .

M ath ilde  an d  D r. M itch e ll c am e  in  and  I a sk e d  them  to e a t w ith  u s .

A nd th en  c a l le d  J e s s ie  H u n ter to com e down and  jo in  u s  - -  th ink ing  i t  w ould
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b e  a  t r e a t  fo r h e r .  And I w ant h e r  to have e v e ry  t r e a t  a t  m y  d isp o s itio n  

to  o ffe r . -

We h ad  d in n e r  ab o u t 9:30, and  I h ad  a  se n se  th a t the c o n v e rsa tio n  w as 

b e in g  te m p o ra r i ly  h a lte d . Lyndon re lie v e d  m e of m y  d e c is io n s  by  su g g es tin g  

th a t we have o u r co ffee in  the Yellow R oom . So M arny , M ath ild e , D r. M itch e ll, 

J e s s ie  an d  I d id , w ith  an  in te re s t in g  c o n v e rsa tio n  w ith  D r. M itch e ll ab o u t the 

d is tu rb a n c e s  a t  C o lu m b ia . She is  a  te a c h e r  a  v e ry  k een  o b s e rv e r .  And an  

ad d ed  e le m e n t o f d ra m a  th e se  day s  - -  a  N eg ro . The m o re  you h e a r  ab o u t i t  

th e  u g l ie r  i t  sounds - -  the m o re  fo reb o d in g  fo r  th e se  n ex t y e a r s  - -  th e  m o re

fu e l fo r  W allace  and th o se  who th ink  lik e  him  — and  the m o re  lik e ly  th a t th e re
. . . .  '. 

f ' ■ /
w ill be  a w ave of a u th o r ita r ianism , of a  s o r t  of d e p re s s iv e ,  fascis t ,  a n t i - l ib e r a l  

r e a c t io n  in  o u r c o u n try . And w hat w ill they do to the g a in s  w e have sw ea ted  

to  a ch iev e  in  th e se  l a s t  five  y e a r s .  J u s t  a s  I f e e l  the b e a s t  in  m e com ing  

u n ch a in ed , I r e a l iz e  I c a n 't  a f fo rd  the lu x u ry  of e m o tio n a lism . The v i r tu e s  

of p a tie n c e  and  the  long  view  a r e  c ru c ia l ly  im p o rta n t th e se  day s .

A bout 11:00 M ath ilde took D r. M itch e ll to the p lane an d  J e s s ie  H u n te r  

s a id  goodnight. A nd M arn y  and  I b eg an  to w a it ou t C la rk  a n d  Lyndon w ho w e re  

ta lk in g  e a rn e s t ly  on the g re e n  so fa  in  the W est H all. T h e ir  looks an d  th e ir  

g e s tu re s  d id  not in v ite  us  to jo in  th em . I thought of C la r k 's  w e a r in e s s  and  

know ing th a t  h e  l ik e s  to  g e t to bed  e a r ly  and he h a s  an  im p o rta n t sp eech  

to m o rro w . H ave I a l l  th a t m u ch  con fidence  in  L y ndon 's  in d e s t r u c t ib i l i ty ?

I knew  th a t th ey  h ad  b e e n  ta lk ing  e a r l ie r  in  the sw im m in g  pool - -  sn a tc h e s  

th a t I h ad  o v e rh e a rd  - -  of the s itu a tio n  in  w e s te rn  G erm an y , of R u s s ia 's
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in te n tio n s , of p o ss ib le  m o v es  in to  Y ug o slav ia  o r  Rom an ia , o r  even  w e s te rn  

G e rm a n y  - -  of a l l  the fo re - te n s e  of the  C zech o slo v ak  thing.

M arn y  k ep t on u rg in g  m e to go to bed . By th is  tim e  w e w e re  se a te d  in  

the  h a l l  - -  hav ing  p r o g re s s e d  th a t fa r  and  then  re a liz in g  s im u lta n e o u s ly  th a t 

we shou ld  no t e n te r  th e ir  c o n v e rsa tio n .

At l a s t  they  ro s e  and  s tan d in g  k ep t on ta lk in g , sounding  g rim  and  

tro u b le d , b u t com ing  o u r  w ay.

A nd i t  w as 12:30 by the tim e  they  le f t  - -  Lyndon lo o k in g  v e ry  w e a ry . 

C la rk  a p p a re n tly  is  sh ak en  in  h is  fee lin g  abou t the  bom bing . In the y e a r s  p a s t, 

a s  h av e  so  m any , he h a s  b ee n  s tau n ch  in  a  tough s tan c e  . Now he w ill a t  

le a s t  c o n s id e r  s topp ing  i t .  T hey  a r e  d isso lv ing  a l l  a ro u n d . S o m etim es  Lyndon 

u s e s  the e x p re s s io n , " T h e re  is  no one le f t bu t m e and  R u sk  an d  W alt R ostow . " 

He w en t to b ed  a f te r  1:00, w ith  s t i l l  the n igh t re a d in g  to  do, e x h au s ted  

an d  v e ry  b u rd en ed .
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