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It is  a  sad  s e a so n . T ro u b le s  a r e  crow ding  in on a l l  s id e s .  And ev en  

th a t b r ig h t - s p i r i te d  L uc i is  h e re  fo r  a  v e ry  r e a l  c r u e l  re a so n  - -  the fu n e ra l  

o f L eR oy  B a te s  who u se d  to be h e r  b eau  w hen he w ent to the N av a l A cadem y  

an d  w as one of the m o s t w h o leso m e , gay, a p p ro v e d -b y -a - fa m ily  young m en  

th a t have f il le d  th is  house in  o u r tim e  h e re .  He w as k ille d  in  a  f l ig h t- tra in in g  

a c c id e n t, p ilo tin g  a  new  p lan e . And L u c i, in  a  m a n n e r  so t r u e ly  L uci, h a s  

a s k e d  h is  young w idow , M elinda , who h a s  b een  h e re  m an y  t im e s  w ith  L eR oy, 

a n d  she is  now  th re e  m on ths p re g n an t,  a nd M e lin d a 's  fa th e r  a n d  m o th e r  - -  

the V en ab les  - -  to  s ta y  h e re  a t  the W hite H ouse d u rin g  the tim e  they  a r e  h e r e  

fo r  the fu n e ra l .

L u c i f i l ls  a  f r ie n d 's p lace  w e ll. She g iv es  in  e v e ry  w ay sh e  can , an d  

f e e ls  the b e t te r  h e r s e l f  fo r  i t .  A nd sh e  h a s  th a t s o r t  of f r ie n d s .  She an d  Lyndon 

w en t to the C ath o lic  c h u rc h  and  I  s ta y e d  a t  hom e and  r e a d  the Sunday p a p e r s ,  

m ad e  phone c a l ls  an d  got re a d y  fo r  the  a u d io v isu a l m ee tin g  a t  2 :00 ,

A t 1:00 we h ad  lu n ch  w ith  N eva and  W esley  and  A r th u r  a n d  M athilde w ho 

h ave s h a re d  so  m an y  b le a k  day s  w ith  u s  - -  and  Lynda.

It is  a  jo y  to h av e  N eva and  W esley h e re .  I  had  to ld  them  I  w anted  them  

to  com e to one m o re  S tate  D in n er, and  N eva h ad  sa id , "W esle y  hopes y o u 'l l  

ju s t  a s k  u s  up so m e tim e  w hen th e re  i s  no t a  S tate D in n er." So we had , p lann ing  

i t  a ro u n d  one of o u r sm a ll  d in n e rs  fo r  ju s t  about 26 people on F r id a y  n ig h t.

T hey  h ad  com e T h u rsd a y  and w ill be leav in g  ton igh t. And w e 'v e  had sn a tc h e s  

of tim e  fo r  fa m ily  ta lk  an d  r e m in is c e n c e s  abou t the R anch an d  th ey  had  s e e n
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som e of ou r  m o v ie s .

A t 2 :30 , I w en t to  m y  a u d io v isu a l co m m itte e  m e e tin g  fo r  the L ib ra ry  

in  the T re a ty  R oom  w ith  D r. G ro v e r  and  A r th u r  D re x le r  and  J a c k  V alen ti 

and  L e o n a rd  M a r k s  - -  a  v e ry  a g g re s s iv e  and  u se fu l m e m b e r  of the co m m itte e  

w ho k eep s  on try in g  to ge t th ings r ol lin g  - -  G ary  Y a rrin g to n , D oro thy  T e r r i to ,  

an d  Ju a n ita  R o b e r ts .  And a t  the l a s t  m inu te  I h ad  a sk e d  H a r ry  M iddleton  

to  jo in  u s . I  th in k  m o re  and  m o re  I  w an t to cue h im  in  on e v e ry th in g  r e la t in g  

to  the L ib r a r y .  H is know ledge of f i lm s  is  e s p e c ia lly  u se fu l.

J u s t  b e fo re  the m ee tin g  I got w o rd  th a t D r. S tan ton  w ould  n o t be w ith  u s .  

He h ad  b e e n  fly in g  in  fro m  A riz o n a  and  the f lig h t w as c a n c e lle d  fo r  som e 

re a s o n . He h a s  b e en  a  good f r ie n d  an d  an  ab le  a c t iv is t  on th is  C o m m itte e .

A nd y e t co n d itio n ed  a s  I am  in  th e se  days you ex p ec t s u c c e s s iv e  d e p a r tu re s  

f ro m  o u r v ic in ity  an d  a n  e ro s io n  of in te r e s t  and c o m m itm e n ts . I  note h is  

a b se n c e  w o n d erin g  if he  w ill r e tu rn .

We sp e n t ab o u t an  h o u r an d  h a lf  ta lk ing  abou t the ex h ib it f o r  life  in  the 

W hite H ouse w hich  A r th u r  D re x le r  i s  pu tting  to g e th e r . I r e g r e t  to say  he  does 

n o t h av e  a  m o d e l fo r  u s  yet. I t is  s t i l l  som e 6 w eeks off he  s a y s .  He d id  

b r in g  the c o lo re d  s lid e s  of the E a s t  Room  and  the Y ellow  R oom  an d  T re a ty  

Room  an d  the P r e s id e n t 's  o ffice  done by the g re a t  a r c h i te c tu r a l  p h o to g ra p h e r. 

And th ey  w e re  m ag n ific e n t. T hey  can  be  blow n up to so m e th in g  lik e  12 fe e t  

b y  7 fe e t. A nd we ta lk e d  of the a r e a  to pu t them  in  — the a r t i f a c t s  to put in  

■ f ro n t  of them  - -  an d p o ss ib ly  by  the u se  of film  re c a p tu r in g  th e  life  in  th a t
I'’ ■ ' ' ■ ' ' .. .  ■

ro o m , su ch  a s  a  b i l l  s ign ing  o r  the e n te r ta in m e n t fo r  a  S ta te  D in n e r  o r the
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w edding in  the E a s t  R oom ,

T h e  p ic tu re  of the Y ellow  Room  is  by a l l  odds the  b e s t .  I  am  s ic k  a t  

h e a r t  to th ink  th a t we w ill not have a  r e p l ic a  of e i th e r  the P r e s id e n t ' s O ffice 

or  som e s m a ll  p o r tio n  of the W hite H ouse - -  m aybe a  c o r n e r  of the Y ellow  

Room  o r  the fo c a l c e n te r  of the E a s t  Room  - -  an y w h ere  in  th e  L ib ra ry .

B u t I  fought th is  b a ttle  fo r  m on ths an d  lo s t  it .

L e o n a rd  M a rk s  h ad  b ro u g h t a  F a ir c h ild  v ie w e r . We ta lk e d  o f the u se  

of i t  w ith  c a r t r id g e s .

A nd th en , a f te r  w e h ad  h ad  san d w ich es  an d  tea , I  took them  d o w n s ta irs

*v ^
to  show them  "h o m e -p la c e " w hich  they  a l l  thought w as a  c o n s id e ra b le  s u c c e s s .  

A nd a f te rw a rd s ,  A r th u r  D re x le r ,  who is  no t g iven  to e n th u s ia s m s , paid  m e 

a  v e r y  r e a l  co m p lim en t. In the m onth  of J a n u a ry  '68 w hich  show s a t  long 

l a s t  the im p ro v e m e n t w e have sought so  e a rn e s t ly  to m ake in  th e se  f ilm s .

S ince A p ril 1 st, fo u r  o r  five  of u s  have devo ted  m an y  h o u rs  to  w ork ing  on 

th e se  f ilm s , and  th is  one show s i t .

We a d jo u rn e d  the m ee tin g  abou t 5:30 and  I w en t u p s ta i r s  to be w ith  the 

W e s t s  b e fo re  they  le f t.

W e had  h ad  su ch  a  happy w alk  a ro u n d  e a r l i e r  - -  N eva and  W esley  and  

the K rim s  an d  Lyndon an d  P a t r ic k  Lyndon an d  Y uki. And Y uki - -  th a t ham  - -  

h a d  m ade a  b e e lin e  fo r  the  fen ce  to m ak e  f r ie n d s  w ith  a l l  the to u r is ts  who soon 

c o n g re g a te d  th e re .  P a t r ic k  Lyndon had  w aded r ig h t th ro u g h  th e  w hite p e tu n ia s  

an d  p ink  g e ra n iu m s  try in g  to  g e t in to  the foun ta in . The fo u n ta in  h as  n e v e r
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b e e n  m o re  b e au tifu l than  in  th is  s u m m e r 's  p ink  and  w hite  - -  a  g re a t  se a so n  

f o r  g e ra n iu m s . T h is  i s  the s o r t  of th ing th a t th e  W ests  have en jo y ed  about 

th e ir  v is i t  h e re  I th ink , an d  I to o .

Down a t  the fence  th e re  w as m uch  c lick in g  of c a m e ra s  a n d  we w aved  

a t  the p eo p le . B u t a c tu a lly  they  don ' t in te r f e r e  any  m o re  w ith  m y fee ling  of 

being a t  hom e h e r e .  •

W hen the W ests  le f t  I  s ta r te d  to go bow ling . B ut w a lk ed  in s te a d  o v e r 

to  the W est E ll ip s e  and th ro u g h  it  ju s t  abou t tw iligh t. T h e re  is  no sign 

of the new  fo u n ta in s  th a t Rose Zalles  c o n tr ib u te d  the m oney  fo r .  T h e re  a r e  p a th s .

C I  hope w hen  I  r e tu r n  som e fu tu re  S pring , th e re  w ill b e  a  fo u n ta in  and  f lo w e rs

h e r e .  The dogw oods a r e  touched  w ith  c o lo r . And th e re  i s  the fe e l  of F a l l  in  

the a i r .

Lyndon h ad  a sk e d  C a ro l and  Abe to com e o v e r . I  h ad  b e e n  h u n g ry  to  

see  them  fo r  days and  w eek s . B ut I h a d n 't  a sk e d  them  fo r  a  s tra n g e  r e a s o n .

I  w o n d e red  if  th ey  cou ld  s tan d  to see  u s , the unw itting  a r c h i te c t  of a l l  the  

ag o n y  they  a r e  going th ro u g h . B ut o u r only thought - -  L y n d o n 's  only thought - -  

m o n th s  ago  w hen he h ad  n o m in a ted  him  to be C h ief J u s tic e  - -  h ad  been  to  find  

th e  b e s t  C h ief J u s t ic e  th is  co u n try  cou ld  have and  to a c c o rd  to  Abe an h o n o r 

he  so m a g n ific e n tly  d e s e rv e s .  W ell, i t  h a s n 't  tu rn e d  out th a t way. So often  

th ro u g h  the y e a r s  I have seen  th is  d ra m a  p layed  out bu t w ith  a  d iffe re n t s e t 

( of c h a r a c te r s .  Som ebod y  w as being m a l igned, to rn  a p a r t ,  c h a r a c te r  an d  life

q u e s tio n e d  by the C o n g re s s , the p r e s s .  And fin a lly  you su p p o se  by people  

in  g e n e ra l.  B ut th e re  w ould be a  w ise  and  ab le  and  c o m p a ss io n a te  guide
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so m ew h e re  fo r  them  to tu rn  to - -  and  th a t w as A be. And now w hen Abe 

is  the man  who i s  be ing  p il lo r ie d , w h e re  is  th e re  an Abe F o r ta s  fo r  him  

to tu rn  to . T h e re  r e a l ly  h a s n 't  been . And so the s o r r y  s to ry  i s  n e a r ly  

p la y e d  out - -  the end w ill p ro b ab ly  be so m etim e  th is  nex t w eek .

A nd Abe and  C a ro l w e re  com ing o v e r fo r  d in n e r  abou t 7 :3 0 . T h e re  

w ould  b e  ju s t  the s ix  of u s . T he K rim s  w e re  s tay in g .

A c tu a lly  w hen they  cam e  C a ro l w as  bouncy and  tough an d  e x p re s s in g  

h e r  o b s e rv a tio n s  in  sa lty  and  I thought h e a lth y  lan g u ag e . And I  w as  r e a s s u r e d  

b y  h e r .  She is  q u ite  s u re  i t  is  a l l  o v e r  - -  Abe h a s  lo s t. S e n a to r  D irk s e n 's 

c o m p le te  tu rn a ro u n d  w as the end. And she is  p h ilo so p h ic  ab o u t i t .  Abe w as 

" v e ry  q u ie t, co n ta in e d  and  d ig n ified . We ta lk ed  and  ta lk ed  and  ta lk e d . And it

w a s  so  good to see  th em . C a ro l say s  of c o u rse  he  w ill s tay  on the C o u rt a s  

long a s  she can  w o rk  and  they  can  a f fo rd  to keep  the h o u se .

We e x p lo re d  the fu tu re  of the co u n try , the te m p e r  of the tim e , the 

c a m p a ig n  of N ixon and  of H um phrey  - -  the lik e lih o o d  th a t th e re  m ig h t be  a  

sw ing to a  s tro n g  c o n s e rv a t i s m - -  even  so m eth in g  of a  fasci s t s  t im e . And 

we ta lk e d  of the  h e r i ta g e  of M cC arth y  the f i r s t  and  M cC arth y  th e  second .

W hat days we h av e  liv e d  th ro u g h  h e re .  And w ith  Abe and  C a ro l from  the 

v e r y  f i r s t .

T he K rim s  le f t  ab o u t 11:00 and the F o r ta s es s tay ed  on fo r  n e a r ly  an. 

h o u r .  . S om ew here in  the c o u rse  of the even ing , I w ent to  see  M elinda and  

h u gged  h e r .  We ta lk e d  of B u tch . And I m e t C olonel V enable a n d  C hip, h is  

son .

MEMORANDUM
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It w as m id n ig h t w hen the  F o r t a s es le ft.

A nd so th is  w e a ry  and  p a in fu l m o n th  a p p ro a c h e s  i ts  end, w ith  Lyndon 

s t i l l  f ig h tin g . He m ade a  sp eech  y e s te rd a y  down in  K entucky w hen  he c a lle d  

fo r  a n  end  to  h a te  an d  f e a r  a s  v o te -g a th e rin g  ta c t ic s ,  an d  a  p le a  fo r  un ity  in  

th is  s e a so n  of b i t t e r  d eb a te .


