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It is a2 sad season., Troubles are crowding in on all sides. And even

~ that bright-spirited' ani is here for a very real cruel reason -- the funeral

of LeRoy Bates‘who used to be her beau when he went to the Naval Academy

and was one of the most whelesome, gay, a‘ppr0ved-by-a-family young men

that have filled this hO\ise in our time here. He was kllled in a fl1ghl:-trammg
accident, piloting a new plane, And Luc1, in a manner so truely Luc1, has

' asked his young widow, Melinda, who has been here many times With LeRoy, :

and she is now three fnonths pregnant Xnd Mehnda s father and mother -—

t'the Venables -- to sta.y here at the Whlte House durmg the t1me they are here |

- for the funeral,

, L_uéi fills a friends pla.ce' well, She gives in every way she can,’ and

feels the better he'rself for it, And she has that sort of fnends. She and Lyndon

) went to the Cathohc church and 1 stayed at home and read the Sunday papers,

made phone calls and got ready for the audiovisual meeting at 2:00,

At 1:00 we had lunch with Neva and"Wesley' and Arthur and Mathildewhe i

‘have shared so many b\leak' days with usb ~- and Lynda..'

It is 2 joy to have Neva and‘ Wesltt' here. I had told them 1&ah£ed them
to cefne to one ;nere ’St‘ate Dinne:, e';—,d' Neve. had said, '.’Weeley hepes ybu'l!l -
just aek us'un lsometimve When‘- there is not a State Dinner. 'f ~ So we ha.d, planning'
it areund one of ouAr'_ema.ll din'ners' f'ovr just about 26 people on Friday night.

They had come 'I‘hur sday and w111 be leaving tomght And we've had snatches

of time for farrnly ta.lk and rem1n1scences about the Ranch and they had seen
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.Asome of our movies,

At 2:30, I went tomy audioVisual committee meeting for the Library
in the Trea‘vty.Room with Dr. “Grove.r aod Arthu.r'Dr'e_xlef aﬁd Jack V.alentii .‘
and Leonard'Maf.ks"-- a“vex.-y aggressive ar;d‘u‘sef.ul memBer of the‘ committee :
“who keeps on trymg to.get thlngs rollmg “- Gary Yarrangton, Dorothy Ternto, :
.and Joanlta Roberte. And at the last mlnute 1 had asked Harry M1dd1eton
. 1.:0‘ joinus. I >thir.1k more aod more I want to cue him in on everything relating "
to tﬁe Library'. H1s knowledge of f11m s‘ is espemally useful

| Just before,éhe meetmg 1 got word that Dr. Stanton would not be w1th us,

He had been ﬂymg in from AAr1zona and the ﬂlght was cancelled forl some
' reason. He ﬁas' been a good friend and an able activist oo'fhie Committee.
And yet conditioned a.s.‘I am in the se days you expeot successive depa:t:ures
from our vl'icio.ity and é.n. erosion of inf.erest and commitments., lI oote hie
: ab‘sence wonderihg if he Wille'eturn; | |

We epent _about an hoo,r and half talking‘ about the exhibit for life in th_e‘
'Whlte House Wthh Arthur Drexler is puttmg together.. I .regret to eay he doesI ,
not have a model for us yet‘ It is st111 some 6 weeks off he safs‘. He did
' brmg the colored shdes of the East Roofn andl the Yellow Room and Treaty
Room and the Pres1dent's off1ce done by the g.reat.arclJntectural photographer.
- And they were magrnﬁoent; Th_ey can be blown up to somethmg like 12 feet
by 7 feet. lAnd we talked of tiie area to put them in -- the artifacts to put._in
front of them --.vanld oossvibly by i:he use of film r_ecaptuxl'ing the life in tﬁat

" room, such as a bill signing or the entertainment for a State Dinner or the
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wedding in the East Room. :

The picture of the Yellow Room is by all odds the best. Iam sick at

 heart to think that we will not have a replica of either the President's Office

oR some small portion of the White House -- maybe a corner of "the Yellow

Room or the focal center of the East Room -- anywhere in the L'ibvra.ry.' '

But I fought this battle for months and lost it. -

.Leonard Marks had brought a Fairchild viewer. We talked of the use
of it with cartridgeé; "

And thén, after we ﬁad had sandwiches and Eea, I took therh downstairs

~ to show them‘}home-place which they all thought was a considerable success.

And afferward;s', A_rtﬁur Dr'eicler,» who is not given té enthusia.sm.s, pa.id mé
a very real corﬁpliment. bAIn the month of '.Ianuary"68 which shows at long
last_ tixe improyeménﬁ We have sdught éo eargestly to make‘ in‘ thesev_ﬁlms.
Since April ls‘t, four or five Qf us have-devotéd manyvho.ur‘s to worl%ing on
these films, and this one $h§ws it, |

' ‘ We adjourned the méeting' about 5:30 and I went upstéiré to be with the

West's before they left.

. "-W'e had had such a ha.‘ppy. walk arounde earlier -}- Neva and Wesley and

. the Krims.and Lyndon and Patrick Lyndon and Yuki.  And Yuki -- that ham -- -

had made a beeline for the fence to make friendé with all the tourists who soon
congregated there. Patrick Lyndoh had waded right through .the white petunias

and pink geraniums trying to get into the fountairi_. The fountain has never - -
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been more beautiful than in this summer's pink and white -- a great season

- for geraniums. This is the sort of thing that the Wests have enjoyed abdp,t

their visit here I think, and I too.

DoWn at the fence there was much clicking of ca.rne‘r'a.s and we waved

» 'af the pg:opl.e._‘ "But actually they don't interfere any more with my‘fveeling of

béing it home here. -

| When the Wests left I started to go bowling. But walked instead over

to the West Elhpse and through it Just about tw111ght  There is no sign
RGSLZ”'“'C“ ‘ A .

‘of the new founta1ns that Rozates contributed the money for. There are paths. -

I hope when 1 return some future Spnng, there will be a fountain and flowers -

here. The dogwoods are touched with color. And'thefe is the fe_él of Fall in

‘the air.

Lyndon had asked Carol and Abe to come over. I had been hungry to

see them for days and weeks. But'Ihadn't asked them for a strange reason.

- I wondered if -they could stand to see us, the unwitting- architect of all the

agbhy' they are .going through. Bdt our only thought -- Lyndon'_s 'oniy thought -~

‘months ago when he had nominated him to be Chief Justice -- had beeh to find

the best Chief Justice this éountfy could have and to accord to Abe an honor
he & so magnificently deserves. Well, it hasn't turned out that way. So’ often
through the years I have seen this drama played out but with a different set

of characters. Sorhebodq was being molined, torn apart, character and life

| questioned by the Congress, the press. And finally you suppose by people -

in gexieral. But there would be a wise and able and compassionate jguide
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somewhere for them to turn to -- and‘that was Abe, And now when Abe

. is the man who is being pilloried, where is there an Abe Fovrt'as_for. him

' to turn to. There really hasn't been. And so the sorry story is nearly

played out -- the end will probably‘ be sometime this next week.

And Abe-and Carol Wel_:e cpmihg_ over for dinner about 7:30, _There

would be just the six ofbus;' The Krims were staying.

Actuallf when they came Carol was bouncy and tough and expréésing »’

her observations in salty _aind 'I_ thought heaithy language. ~And I was reassured

by'her. " She is 'Quit_e sure it is all over -~ Abe has lost. Senator Dirksen's

. complete turnaround was the”end.," And.sh‘e is philosophic about it., Abe was -

very quiet, contained and dignified. We talked and talked and talked. And it
was so good to see them, Carol says of course he will stay on the Court as
long as she can work and they can afford to keep the house. .

W'e'gxplored the future of the country, the temper of the time, the

E campaign of Nixon and of Huvmphrey -- the likelihood that there might be a
swing to a strong consérva.ti‘sm—- even so-methihg‘of a faicists timé. And
.we talked of the her_itaée-of McCarthy the first and McCarthy the second.

“What days we have lived through here. And with Abe and Carol from the

very first. -
‘The Krims left about 11:00 and the Fortas® 'stayed on for nearly an.

hour. . Somewhere in the course of the evening, I went to see Melinda and _

-hugged her. We talked of Butch. And I met Colonel Venable and Chip, his

son. .
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It was midnight when the Fortas' left.
A And so this‘w'.ea.ry and painful month approaches its end, with Lyndon

still figﬁting. He made a speeéh yesterday'do'wn in Kentucky when he called
for.an end to hate and fear as vot'e-'gatheringl tactics, and a plea for umity in

this season of bitter debate.

-




