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| . It'was a tumultuously full day at the White House -~ a mixture of pain
and triumph. The pain was resoundingly told on the front page. of the paper,
”Slen'a.te’Rejects Fortas Cloture by Wide Margin - Nomination Seen Dead for

Session''. The vote: 45 - 43 -- almost the last page in this long agony"in .

.th.e,nomination of Abe to bé Chief Justice. '

’ ,The,‘triumph- was quietly told on the inside pages, bat a source of warm . .
satisfaction for me and a lot of conservationists, "Two new National Parks

and a system of scenic rivers and trails were added to the Nation's outdoor

~ public preserve today. Preéident Johnson signed four bills." "And one of them

was the 58, 000 acres Red Wood National Park,

But the first major event of the day was the arrival ceremony on the

~ South Grounds to meet President Tombalbaye of Chad.

I wore my' red wool with the white hat.” And at 11:30 Lyndonaxt and I

‘marched out of his office for this first of the State visits. to be handled by"

Ambassador Abell -- our fourth Chief of Protocol,

‘Président --':I‘uombalbaye was very black -- his face, a network of scars --

a part E_)f"th; triba-ll’_i'nitiation I supposé, and he spoke only French. So it was

N

| iver'y‘ cﬁfﬁcul_t for me to have any real cdnfact_ then or later.

Luci, in a very short skirt and white. boo‘ts, and Patrick Lyndon, very
independent and masculine with his new haircut, were every bit as interesting .

to the photographers as were the two Chiefs of State delivering their speeches

from the platfdrm. .
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After sha.kmg ha.nds with the small party from Chad in the D1plomat1c

sTasted
Receptlon Room, I ahonilmi upstalrs and ran into Mary and Ruben Ruebsahm

" who were touring the Whlte House with the George Stantons from Johnson C1ty,
- ~and Dr. and Mrs. -Perryman Iwas dehghted that: Iat least had the opportumty 5

 to shake hands thh thern and suggested they m1ght want to hnger and watch :

the b:.ll 51gn1ng. -

And then upstairs I.Ihad nearly an hour to work with Beiss é.nd Ashton to

get ready for my beautification meeting in the afternoon. I called Liz and invited
her to bring Lawrence Rockefeller and Hexiry'Dia,mon'd with me after the

' bill signing instead of going to the mess.

And then a little past R:00 I went ddwn to the Usher's office with Ashton in

- tow signing mail and making decisions until the last minute when Lyndon emerged '

nm'.kJ

. from the elevator and we _aagmh together and with a sense of triumph into the-

East Room for the signing of four landmark bills in. thexm story of coaservatxon
in this country,

The room was c{rammed. In the front fows'formed many familiar faée's _—

‘ chop J_ackson,jve‘nerable Seﬂator Haydgn. Wayne Morse,. looking a little

chast_ened, pleasant sight, Senator Church who's return is also quite uncertain,

and Tom Kuchel who will not be back and whose good friendly face gave me a

pang.

There was the Ch1ef Justice, ,all benevolent sn’ules and brush1ng off the

reporters questmns.- And of course Stu Udall, I expect he tallies up these
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successes with as much relish as(I do.
Lyndonb made an .exc'ellent speech in which he tdok occasion to. speak
of our"belov‘fed Chief Justice who stands for all "that is good in thié cognt.ry.
Beside; the.‘ Redwoqu Park, ;avhicvh has. treeé in i-t that are .a thousana lvy.eé._rS
' oid and rar.lge‘upv to 367 feet in heighth,.' thére also ca.m'é 'intovb.ei.n‘g @oday_ the
North_Céscadés ‘Nati}ovnal Pa:;k i’n>‘t‘he Staf‘e of"Was.hington -- a}n.'areAa.,thatv's
called the American ‘Alp.s and is still vefy fréntier. And then a"sysl;e‘n‘n of
arban and rural trails iﬁclﬁdiﬁg the Pa_t-cificfciire st Trail from Mexico to
Canada. And then the eétablish;nent of a National Wild and Scenic River
Systems reserving secfigﬁs of eight’ rivers with 27‘ r_zlno'ré‘unde'r s’tudyv.
| -‘_.I.t is ali like a vast ba;n;;uet of éla‘ées“ to go and things to do fbr m.e.
And thr‘ea;dedbthArough- Lyndon's speech the warm sweet referenceé to
me. And afterwards §vh¢n hé. signed the} bill, the fir st p;:r.zb he gave to Senator
Hé.yden and.thén one hé gave to me. R |
Som ewhe?e'in the. back of the‘m crdv;rd; vLa.wr.o.‘en_ce was waiting.
He almost never appears on fhe froqt row... I went upstair.s and greeted him ,
and Henry and Liz, butl.thén was interruped to -'go'backidox.w'n and s’t‘and for
a few m.inu'tes m liné with 'I._’,.ylrndon and Shake hands with fhe l.'est.cv>_f‘t.he guésts.
Ma?y Ruebsahm céme through juét ‘in time for me'.tci_ remind Lyndon that
these were neigh‘bors. o
A.nyd then ju_'st a little before 2:00 I was bé.ck upstéirs in the férhily A

dining room for one of the shortest but most fun luncheons I can remember ..
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‘in the White House. Laurence did most of the talking. He was as excited

. as a child about having enlisted some new recruits for conservation -- and

what a list. One was Charles Lindbergh who has vs_h\').t the door on the world -

for 35 years, but.now is opening it himself -~ so Laurence says -- to talk"

" to people and groups in the interest ofvvc‘:onservation.', He, Laurence, is
‘ especially‘trying to save an a:\-ea in the Hawaian Islands which he tells me

is beautiful beyond belief.y' He described the luncheon in which three of the :

other guests were Charles Lindbé_fgh
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Doris Duke and Arthur Godfrey. :

it se_emé that the project thgt Laurencelis vworking on woult..'ll
Cost-aiyout $$ million. In fxis inimitable way he &vas'tellj.ﬁg the story -- .
he was qubtingvDoris Duke -- he said, "] can't contribute $5 miilklior‘lv. ‘
But I .&:an put 1n $3 m'illion“, at which point Liz said, "Isn't fhat: too bad.“v
in a véice that hé.d us al‘mos'ﬁ'falliing_' out of ourvchaif_rs witﬁ iaughter.‘
And then Latiren_ce went on talking a.blou;.t how Charies Li_ndbergh' w#s
énxidus to en];ist-thle a‘id of pﬁBliC pr‘evss in Géve’rnment, ‘sﬁgg’ested th‘ét_

rhaybe they might get a joint meetiqg of the Hawaii Legislature which

he would address.

_ Laurenceis__enthusiasm is earnest, Contagious- --ina way charmingly :
boyish.
| We “a.'ll régfetltéd Mary Lasker's absence. She w.a.s sickn but ixoped
to make it to the rrll‘eeting. |
- We gulped our lunc:h._. Wé went downstai.rs ;o meet the othér members‘ =
of the Com mittee and board the bus about a éua:ter to’three to the dedication
of the Hobart C‘omr'r;ﬁhity Pa&ks._ " As I had checked the list of acceptances |
for‘the Com mitté_e méeting,v Ik saw‘ that our ranks were diminishing --A |
which is indeed t};e' story of this Fall.' There was a good nucleus --
Laurenic_e and M.ar._y and Walter Washington a.r;d Polly Shacklet&l and

Katie VLoﬁchheim and Libby Rowe. And the i:repiaczblé Nash Castro. .

_But absent were Victor Gruen and Nat Owings, Bill Walto.h and Kay Graham.
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vaery time I see a bus, I shall think of our beautification committee --

thé places we've been to in them. It is a longand rather happy roster. j

" This one was a quite modest one -~ two small pa.rkleté on short Hobart
| Strée_t in a low-income area of old houses, chiefly as we saw the crowd

gather a comm unity of Negroes but some whites. On one side there .

was a tiny pIaygrOund‘with sdirn_‘e very sturdy and invqagvinative' equipri)ent

" to slide and climb and do gymnastics on, and onthe other side, trees,.
- benches, raised flower beds -- a rather‘attra‘ctive little area for sitting '

and sun:nin.g for community old folks.

I ﬁad been out to pvrev‘ie‘w. it a few ciays 'ago and it had looked ﬂp'retty |
forlorned. Today it was much gayer -- bright 'chrysani:hemums and fiags,
a band and a littlé plaffo;m in the street .where it was rc;ped off. We_bwe,nt |
thrbugh the oft-repeated prc‘>g':bra.m‘ -- an invocation and ”América the Beautiful'’,
Nash Castro’welc.oxl-ned us, éﬁd Walter Washington m_ade his rich folkéy |

remarks. And then David Lloyd Kreeger. - He and Mrs. Kr'eegex" were

sitting on the platform with us, and it was because of their generosity

N t.ha.t_ the li'ti_:le' Parks had been transformed from two vacant lots that were

used mostly as a sort of dumping ground into a real ccmmunity asset

for recfeatiqn. Then David Lloyd Kreegei' presented the Parks to the

~ community, and they were ac:'cepted'by a dignified, elderly Negr-o,‘ Mr.

Arthur Brooks. And if community planning and improvement make a ‘go .

- of it in this town or anywhere it is because &f citizens who work at.it Al.ike

him.
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And then I made my littlé talk, feeling nostalgic and happy at éﬁothér
llittle sgepping stne 0;1 oﬁr way | | -
Thé.Kreegeis and I';J.nveiled the plaq_ue; “ And thén .we mixé’d‘ in the -
.cvz"..owd',‘ shaking ha_ndé, éiviﬁg aut.og‘raphs, makin‘gbmy' .wa.y thard a tabie .
wlliere. \sc‘)rp ei of thé :la;c.l‘ies‘ had baked cdokieé and r;fxade some punéh;' I alwayé
. feel yoﬁ.shouid vsa‘mp'le it once théy have goﬁe to fhe t';ouble.. it .se.,e'ms ‘.sc’>.
cold ﬁot to. So I helped myself and then with .nha.ny cérﬁe;as c.lickin‘gv»we
made: our way back t‘(‘) fhe bﬁs -- Wéltér guiaing me e;ve‘ryifoot‘, inti'odﬁcing :
" . me here and th’ere,.‘alv: .home with his flock, Everybody knows hifn.v Ana
' then we ca.'rﬁe baék to 'c‘he' W_hite 'Houée and had a 'commi‘ttee me‘etir;g in the |
L‘ibrary.,‘ I séoke of‘.s'om_e‘goobcyl steps -; ti;e Re'ader's Digest,arif.icle' for
S'ept'émber on "America Can Be More Beautiful With .Your Help", it‘hé
;igning of th e big Conservation Bills at noon t(;dé.y,' a.,:stor_f in the pa,éer _
that Montgvomery (“Jc;untyv Was going to 6ut1aw ﬁoving, .flasfhing, ‘ga.x'ish
siéns. ) - | |
Stewart ﬁdali hé;d j"oin'ed us fof the méefing; He‘tbok ;.awr'er and
: th¢1n> we i:ad a wchaerful d,escriipti'o‘n‘ ~= fir'St fron; Nash Castro ‘or'x' _”Sum&:er
in the -Pa.r_ks",_ ;m.dl_the"n from -Wélter .Wash‘i'ngtox;. | And hi; déscript.idr.x‘ of
the th‘mgé they"had done - -- community concerts and plé.yé and bus tri‘ps
and cookouts. It was hilariously hufnorous. He isl'a rerha;:kable bri&ge
(" . 'bevtwe;en. the.blackvco'mmunit; and the v.vhi‘te. commuanity, | ’»

e _‘ : By 5:00 the meéting ";va;.s over and I weAnt- upstairs to fiiid that Lyndon B
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"had just come in for lunch. I had a short meeting with George Hartong
on the ‘Pa.vrkf\across from our Ranch. _'And then spent an hour with Liz
and Erv géing over a dralft' of gl;‘e speech I wfl'll'make fc;»i' Hubert in
Kentt‘xcky‘ on .Saturda.y. It was good. .T'her_e. was very little I negdéd
vto cl%aL_nge ;_ Jv'.njegt.a."littlbe more of meseif into'it. Actually, it pretty
“well flowed fromr7}¥eért‘ and head.‘ | |
o And then e‘xh‘a',usted, I had é briéf massage; worked a little‘ with -
Ashtbn _ar;d Mé.rilyAn.v ‘Mr. Pe:% Carﬁé and gave:rhe a’_‘cdm b-out. I éalled
various ones of the inousé gﬁe sté , -- the Louis Shaﬁké» and Roy Bu.t.lei's ;.nci
: Caétﬁs Pryor to welcome the‘m.-'and to say wé'd h;;.\r.e a »night ‘cap Qhen
c:liz'mer was c;ver. ‘ ' |
Then I.wevnt over thé‘gu'est lisf for the tlast time an‘d checked out
my table seating é,rid Lyndon’s.
In the iaét couple of diﬁner_s we are running up‘agaiﬁét a sﬁocking :
number of r‘egretis.v It would be inte;estingvébm eAtim-:e to. seé juét h§w
the peféentage; haé risen sincé thé pnme days of ‘64 and_'65v. Of course
‘there é.i-g rhajOr reé.soné. This is campaign season, and.ndainy'.’ of the. |
- Senators and‘C,ongré‘ssr.ne‘n and querno-r’s are doing whé,t comés ‘ﬁr's't -
' working at geﬁﬁir'lg re-elected back in tiheiif’Di.stri'cté.. And then sx quite
éertainiy th; President:: of C.h.ad'is n;)t the mostvpres.tigious vi‘si't.ing Chief
of Staté that Aone‘ might ‘fush to meet. But there is the 'fa..vctor,_ and I am

aware of it -- of the growing erosion o_f the pOpulariéy_of the Johnsons

Sy O e LT T L T U PRy e
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tﬁexﬁselves. But I was determined té ﬁurn_ a minus into a‘plus, and o
several days_béforé when I had checked the lis‘t.l‘ha.d called the Louis.
Shahi(-s. and the Roy Bﬁtleré in Austin to come up and be our hduéev
g-ué;té.‘ | And also thé Cactus Pryoré w].n'onva I \.rery much _{;vanted to haye
é.t least 6nc,e in. tﬁis‘housev. t‘hough invited before; they'\}e' ﬁever come.
‘And I was happf to ha;\:/elheiopport.unit)‘r to invite a veryj ﬁne membér ‘
of Lyn.do_n's staff wﬂo had ﬁever been to a Staté j)in.;ler -~ DeVier Pié£s0n
and hisbwife'.“ And Jée ;nd Trﬁdy Califano, ‘for whprh in 'my opinion we
céﬁld_néyer d‘o‘ enough.. And thé Nasﬁ C;stros, to whom I feel close
enough to invite at the last mmute And Roy White was in town w;rking ,
on thé Park. ..So tflis i‘s. a wondei‘ful qhanbe té have him fbr a last vi’sit..
And then Florence Mahéney,' because her son and dau.ghter—ix;x-law.are'
éomihg‘ it w#s a very reasbﬁaﬁle thin:g to say someoné_'é dro;‘)ped‘out'
and wé would adore t§ hav.e Ayoufoo. And the yoﬁng Ed Weisls, Jr.. .
I always keep .in the baék Qf 'my mind that if ihave anything gay to share, o
I want té share it w.ith. Ed We»isl}s“ 'children.‘ | |
Our »gueﬁs,t,‘rt. President _Témbélba_ye, :‘arvrived under the North
~ Portico a littie; ﬁast .8:(‘)0._ ;' And we took him with his 'smé.ll party of
Ministers up‘tb t‘:hé. Y‘ellox‘;v Ro‘om._ He .was weéring a Béautifulblﬁe S
flov}ing robe, i:andsorr;ely e.mbroider‘ed and a’imatchir;g blue cap and
using a 'Walking stick. Blue I was told later was a color limiited to |

those of very highest rank. His ministers wore a similar robe in other
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- colors. And a very good idea it is for representatives of foreign countries

‘ o o . : glamor
to wear their own native dress. It imparts>gxwxfor us and naturalness

for them,

} ,'i‘_he evening was not without its criseé, though ‘small. Fix_;st. N
we govt“the méssage ftl;nat M;déﬁe Massibé the v;ife of tﬁe Amﬁassadof A
wovvlal..d ndﬁ'be corhiﬁg. : And I said tc'> Bess,v lj”»Fine, as.kl J’es‘s'vi;e Hunter to
be Se’a;tedvfor ‘the dinnéi‘. " And then lo ari.d'behold.in‘to the Yellow Rqom'
a bit lat.e; ;rde; ca;me Mrs Ma.ssibe"l think a.$ much to the surpriée:of he‘r
husband as to an);orie. Bés s, thg undefeata.l?)“é,v handbd that situation b&
éimply not .éitting' dowﬁ herself, '.She was altt Tyler's glbow every rl;zinﬁte,
smoothihg the unpx;onouhgea'blé names. And then another ‘smvalll'crisi‘s,
poor President Tombgibaye had lost his _gift:é\fp‘; us. We #ndex?star;d the

airlines had quite understandably not known what to do with tWo lafge :

"boxes they had found in the % airport marked simply "President .

Tombalbaye'. So there somewhere he had put together some very lovely

g'dl_d_qu_eggs -- bracelets and ﬁeckla'ces for me and the girls composed
partly of the fangs of some wild animal. I could never find out what."

v-_‘A little past 8:30 we went down to the East Rdom'and lined up

for the dinher'gueéts.

With the Rusks out of thecity; there were _thé Katzenbachs, Orville

" and Jane Freeman and Mr, Justice Stewart and Mrs. Stewart.

: From the Senate, thé Hruékas and Da.nr_xy Inouye whom I told in the
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line that he was one of my heroes - A small contmgent from the House.

Among them the Earle Cabells of Dallas. Mayor Washington and

B@nneta.

From the entertamment world Mary F1ckett who had pla.yed

- 80 wonderfully the part of Mrs Roosevelt in ”Sunrlse at Campobello"

here for us. And Anlta.»Bryant and her husband Robert Green. And

" the Efrem Zim balists -- a very attractive_actor.

And there were Texans, Dr. and Mrs. C00per of the Departrnent_

of Political Seience at Rice. And the. John Lotts..” They will be hosts.

' to the President of Chad when he visits their Ranch out at Lubboek for

a barbeque. And Alfred Shepperd ILBen s brother. And the W1111am

Smkms&vho reported on Hem1sFa1r to me.. And of course my house guests,

And a sizeable cohtingent from the Press -- the Frank Cormiers and the

“Bill Gills and Norma Milligan and the Ray Scherers and Helen Thomas.

X had worked at seatmg my table to put some French speakmg
guests -= Dorothy Marks'by- President Tombalbaye. And then Senator
Hruska who had some very kmd thmgs to say about Lyndon 1 apprec1ated |
them more vocally then I would if I had knownh; act1ons today in the Senate.v
And,_Florence Mahoney next to _Mayor Gonzales of Santa f‘_e -with.whom I
talked a’.hout the 'o'pera and the Go.lden'ASpin ahd Tony; He said that To'ny‘
vtra.s oue' of the most respected citizens of 'Sauta Fe. And then Mrs. Brooksl

Ha-ys_and G'overno‘r” Meynex. I told him what a good pa.rty he had m1ssed :
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at Jane Engelhai‘ds. And Elspeth was next to the'Fofeign Minister, -

‘and her French was excellent as is everything about her.

" The President told me that there were parts of his country in

which rain had never fallen. We discussed his coming trip to Lubbock --

especially to the School of_Tebhﬁdlogy there where the problems of arid

countries has been éxplored.. And my trip to his peighbofing Senegal; }

- He inscribed my menu in‘Fre_nch, and seemed very touclied that we ha.d

named the desert “beafs glossae 'sara".‘ At least one fo’r‘eign' 1ar;guég¢
wc;uld be such a,tooi for a __Firét Lady.

| AflterAdinn.er.we Went _i:nto the Easf Room to’he‘axl' f’;ober  Goulet
siné a medley o'f"sc.)ngs eﬁding inevitably with "If ‘Evér I Would Leave Y’Ou" : o
from Camelof, and vint-ers'pex"sed‘v'vith n.i.ght'.-.club ché.tter With enough
political references to rria.ké me uncom'fort'ab'.le. This is oné place I'll .

leave them out. There was one part of the medley that vs)a._s unlike anything

‘I've seen in the White House and really quite amusin‘g._ He would sink to
his knee in front of a guest in the front row and in a very husky, sexy

‘voice, address the song to her. Tb Mrs. Louis Shanks, to Jessie Hunter,

and then to me -- "You Are the Promised Kiss of Springtime". To
Mrs. Massibe who looked on in puzzlement. To Anita Bryant who

responded in triue showman fa.shion.---And so did Lynda. But the hilarious

one was Lu4ci.‘ In front of her he knelt and with an impassioned glance |

“sang, "This is'My First Affair". Luci looked at him_and giggled, "you

better be careful", ‘she_sa.id. "My husband's been gone for 6 months."
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IAh,ope not many of the guests heard hér.
Tine President left imrﬁediately after the enterfainment -~
a‘ctbluaily a littie befdre 11:30. .And Lyndén '\&ent. right ﬁpstairs, éakving.
Walt I.{o‘stow‘vs)i'th‘ him. | | |
| Tl—lxev hm;se is full tonight -- ‘theA Butlers and Shanks and Gre'ghs
and Cactus Pryor - whom I all asked to join me in the West Hall. And
feséie Hunter_tbo. Al}d.BQ-l:)bitt speﬁt_ thg ini»ght,' ‘though I xieve‘r séw h:.m
The phone did 'zlqotianswef when I.;_called h1m about midnight to 'joitb1 us in
the West Hall.. "‘And“the Cy Va.nce"s who have ‘spent more nights .i.n'the S
' L1ncoln Room _tha.n é.nyoﬁé during our time cafhe and went Withduf.be.ing |
seel.n by me at all, | |
.Anita.Brjré.nt told us ;that she was going to have a baby. It is -
always the mvoslt fascinating subject for Luci. |
| " We spent a pllea.sant hour or so ~-- 6ne of the nicc%:s't pa.rtsvfor me --
as I could see it was being exéiting fbr Jessie Hunte‘r. .
And so this very full and varied day cétme to an end a little pa:tst:' |
midnight. And a méasure of its tqll on‘ Lyndog was hivs' going s‘traight
to Bed té work on“rAn'..ght ‘readingbw.ithdﬁt pausing for é.v.et; 5 minutes at. .

the room full of people that meant a lot to him.




