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It was a ﬁnique day for r‘ne‘ because it's the first time I've ever

| dorte a litre TV show before an audience. It was the Mike Douglas Show. ‘

| I had been asked by Mur1el in the mlddle of the summer to do it. ‘And

. at the’'Ranch I had said ”yeis'.' \.avhenever we eould both find time. I
looleed forWarcll-to it about like having-an bberation with'out anesthetic '
But thls is the oniy speC1f1c thing Muriel had asked me to do, and I ‘
cannot say "mo! to som eone I like and believe 1n as much a.-s Mur1e1
and Hubert wher.l. the}t are going through'a time like this..v They must be |

. rhet ont all sides' by'peo'plei Who' are jast melting awagr or findiné' excuses ‘_
or saymg they'll do What they- can, meaning very 11tt1e.

Iwas up early. It is a week of early rising. I told Lyndon goodbye
and set out with Liz for the airbo:.rt.' And there was-Hubert to w;sh us -
‘well, | 1 know. how tnueh'etrex-y bit of this takes out of the candidate, and
he didn't need to‘ de it. He looked very tired. '.He has evefyv right to.

- }‘But"still full of bounee. And as for Muriel. She \‘;va‘.'s as ’calrn as could B
"be -- smartly dressed. Andl thought I could sense a real n& between : .
her and all the press women on the plane -~ and there were plenty of them —-
around_ZQ I would-’ judge. Th1s was a leased piane and charn’nnély
decorated in the blue and green he is using fof the eampaign. They
‘served breal‘cfast‘includinyg the alcoho.lic drinks' tha.t are always a part .

of evefy press plane no matter if it leaves before daylight.
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Elva O'Brien was along. I asked her if she made speeches.-

"No'", she smiled ‘—-‘ she jus.t. handed out literaturé. She is completely

. unoffending, and nevertheless I feel a sense of withdrawal just because

of her husband.__:l That is ﬁnfair‘ and unr'easo:iing. In all this business

‘of ‘politics I reserve my dislikes, my anger, if ever it reaches that

. measure, for_t}iose to whom we have once felt close -- not for those

‘who are always on the other side. And there had been a time when we

,'had felﬁ close to Larry. I i:e:h’ embered the cynical iemark_ of one of -

m yf“friends when asked about Larry's poéitioxi in_Hubert's can-ipai_g'n; '
This éerson said;", l"'Wellbl hope hé works hard for Hubert".

We arrived at Philadelpha. a 1ittle'be'forve 11:00 on a chilly, windy

" day with a s;;nall scattering of people at the airport‘ -- a few "Welcome

Muriel" signs. Mrs. Tate, the wife of the Mayor, to meet us. We drove

in to the ABC studio, exciting no interest along the way. Then we walked

in a "dé.ze;; through cévernous -ha._lls and sta,irways to a sfna.li bright room "
_whgfeﬂ there was alinos;: a meal spread out on a table.. Ml:"ike Douglas
and Trini L_opéz, 50 very friendly and easy and did as ;nuch as possfble :
to put '1:1.3 at easé -- Muriel alréady was; In fact her.many good qualities,
whol.esom>e good looks, warmth, humor, devotion to her family, and a
real pulse of accord with the peoéle of thi%s ‘céuntry for wﬁom we both

work -- all shown _fortth.in an iﬁtensified degree. Muriel is a fighter.

Her husband needs her, and she is coming on good. -
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And then it was time to join them in the brightly lit little summer

house sort of a stage in front of a live audience -- my first time, and '

" the feeling of being partly annestitized and pertly- revved up to intensified

effort took over. 'And for the next period of time -- and how lbng I have

no_idea -~ 1 a”n.swered ‘Mike Dougl.a‘s_'. questions and Trini Lopez, and talked

. back and forth with,Murievl,' tryihg to weave into it all a picture of the
‘Humphreys-,as'I had khown them these last 20' years. And some of the-
_changes thattheﬂJohnso'n-Humphrey Administration'is wrought in the lives

" of the,American people 'V-i- Medicare,' HeadStart, all the edueetion bills,

I 81mp1y have no 1dea how 1t will turn’ out. ~And it v'vill.be a week or two

be;fore We'll.s_'ee it, And then 1 said goodbye all around -- Mur1e1 will be

‘contir'xuing’ on"a two-day campaign trip through Pennsylvan1a, andI returned. 1 o
to Washingtoh ontheir plene, doing an inter{riew with'»ljer.othy McCa.rdle
on the way and phoning Lynda from the car to ask if she would be ‘ready
to go out to Bethesda Naval hosp1ta1 ‘with me. ‘There was Jess1e Huhter.
just inside the door of the Diplorhe.tie. Recebtion Room saying goodbye, .
llee.vihg. for Texe.e; 4 hae "b'een a happy vieit he.ving her here. |

I located Lynda and we drove out to‘ Bethesda fdr the inhportant '
busmess of dec1dmg where she, Lyndax would go to have the baby.
The doctor -~ Dr. Lonergan -- hls asgsistant and the Commandant of the

hospital met us at the door, We went up to the Presidential' suite where

~..Lyndon has been about three times I think., And both Dr. Lonergan and
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the Commandant told us that for her to use this would be the simplest

thing for the hospital_ -- the least disruption and messing up of their

personnel and routine. And of course the most privacy and comfort
" for us. I suggested that we go down and see the place that Muriel .

‘_Hurn‘phrévyl'had used for her 0peré;tion'. It was on the 10th floor I believe

at:the énd of a hall, a big comfortable enough room with a small room

’ across from ii: where the baby could be. | The doctor insists that the

béby be in a selpa.i'ate' room also. _An‘c.i‘ there must be a room for the
Secret Service. So that's a minimum of three. And I would like to have

one. We could combine mine for mail, visitors, flower center etc.

To get the four we would have to use one down at the opposite énd of the
“hall from the ele‘;\rator, and though we could screen off both ends there

 would be the centér strip open to the press, open to all the visitors,

open to the 8 or so patients that would be in the other hall. Lynda quickly

dubbed this -- the '"gauza strip" -- in ® which Helen Thomas and troops

“would be in constant force.

"We had.a cup of coffee in the Commandant's office and talked -

over the relative merits of the two places. The Commandant reminded

:rr_xe‘ that if we did choose the 10th floor we _vvduld neéeésarily be taking

rooms away from either 6 or 8 patients who might/them. And also he

said the other 8 or so patients who would be on the floor would have more

guests than they would under any other circumstances.. All of this I knew.
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and 1 readily.ag_reed that for Lynda to use the Presidential suite would

mean the least. disruptiOn for the hospital and its _pefsoxinel. Ifelt

impelied togo on and paint ti;e_ pictul.'ek'fr'om vthe side of the President

and h.i'prl"ess. secfeta.ry ‘at;d I suppose mine:" Thg burden of thev. quéstions
- of.'t’_h_éir day Would be, '}How many r.ooms‘a.r)e thére in the suite 9" and’ B

“How‘,muélbl.dioe‘s it céét ?". It costs the same thing -for. Lynda Bird-

as a ‘Ca.ptair'l's wife if she has it in.avward or in tﬁe. suite. And no

doubt Senatdr Williams and. ﬁepresentative‘i—l. R. Gross would have

’their say about 1t v‘in t.he Cong.ressi-onal’ Recora, uryxlesvs the Congr-éss has -
: adjou;-ned If ‘they wi-lilb .only put up with: th‘at-v -- waé it w’qrth it ? | Sure

it's phOnyAto try to use’ sorﬁething lsmall aﬁd incohspicuous. And at this .

point the Commandant said, '"Oh, thev worst thing you could do to us

| Would’::o have Lynda Bird go down into the wards with that baby. "

I readily assured him that 1 had no intentioﬁ of recommending that.
But I thouéht we probably shpﬁid recommend usingv thé 10th floor _-—‘to
buy‘ the .siiencé, simply to do without the m incurred by using thg
»Presi&ént'ial suite. So I x.nus‘t; say it's lan act of hypocrisy.‘ B
At this pointj. the Commandant‘himself sugg‘e‘sted that 1f ﬁve did
use the vl Oth ﬂobr, ‘h‘e would recommeﬁdthat we use not the. roor-:n that
Mrs Humphrey had, but the opposite wing where there wére four s.ma.ll

rooms. And once };kn had emerged from the elevator and gotten to the

screens then you would have relative privacy in those four small rooms,
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leés of a‘\‘gauza strip//in other words.

| Lynda mea.nwhile.'was rr-xa-‘intaining a manner somewhat divided
between being. humorous and detached. I liked hér expression, ''gauza
étrip". And bnftl;ﬁe other ha’nd juét barely conc;eale_d a littlg girl who'
was approachiﬁg ha&ihg her first baby with her husba.nd thbusands | »

of m'ile‘s é.way in an u'gly% f:onﬁ which he’ m‘i_ght ﬁét return, and
wanting hef parents to reach .oﬁt an.d. say, ."Darling,. we are going t‘o take
care of yo.u.. We ‘are goivng .to get yoﬁ all t:he‘comfo.rt and privacy. "

This she sorely wants .-'- that we,can. And this one thing within our

 power to do,. I found myself a‘rguing‘against doing. I felt awful. We |

left on a note that we would talk it over. We would use the 10th floor
in the manner the Commandant suggested, or the Presidential suite,
and let them know.

And so we rode home, trying to talk about other thi'ngs." ‘And

" back at the house I found myself exhausted and simply went to bed and

m ade enumerable telephone calls that had. stacked up. Liz and Doug
Cater, who had just announced that he was leaving to take a job with '

the Humphrey campaign, gding I was ple‘asevd to note with one of the best

interviews of any of the Assistants who have been with us. And Dr. Grover,

and Marilyn and George Christian and Arthur Krim. Ihad a rub, and
finally with Lyhdon not home yet, had dinner alone in rrfy room close .

to 10:00 and went to sleep. The house is quie.t tbhight. There are only
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. LYnda and Lyhn here_.. Luci ie- still.irt New York wtth- her wqdderful .
capacitjr for' sﬁr{rival after she.had gotteh thrdugh the funeral of ILeRoy
: Bates on Monday -;- extendlng all that warmth and sympathy and
hospltahty that she could to Mehnda and the Venables and the Boutwells -
| and all the fam1ly She had gone ‘to New York in the middle of the week
to be v\w1th the Scott Man'ns -- to_ tu_rn from sharmg death and bereavem‘evnt
thh her .frien'de;to ether f,ri.ends who are :i‘n the midSt of exciten-'x‘ent ahd
' "suc‘c‘ee's' and'v.er'y inidly alixlre‘ It pleases me to see‘her becomthg so
| cloeel to the daughter of our old fr1ends, the Roy Hoffhmes. They are
‘m uch a11ke, those two.‘ -
Beeides ‘heing my daughter, Luciibie a quite separate f)ersod, |
ahd I find her mere and more e'icci.ting and ihteresting.

: I felt a pang at deser'ting Lyndon at a time when he sorer needs

. compan10nsh1p and laughter and family. But the two efforts of the day -

one for Murlel One for Lynda had smaply exhausted me. And 80 I

went to sleep by 10 30

Lookmg ba.ck on the day one thing that I had particuiarly m'is sed

with regret and that was the swearmg in of Russ W1gg1ns to take Ball'

plac'e at the- U.N. 1 had loved his one-sentence answer to Senator

| Fulbright who asked him, '"Why are you taking this job ?" He had o

- said "Because I arn in love sbwix with the United States.' And. that
seems to me the best and only reason for working at most of these jobs

in this town.




