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It was a completely different day from the one before, reminiscent

of many, many cam paign journeys in the past. The differen" lay, I think,

- in the practice of the art of advancing.-

I was up.early -- about 7:30 -~ it's been a week of early ‘mo.xl-ni_ngs --

read my speech over seve_ral‘ times, talked to Lyndon about the trip, left

‘with Liz about.9:30 for Kentucky, wearing my new shocking pink and feeling

'v,ready for the occasion. And at the- a1rport -- how d1fferent -~ there was a

smeable crOWd -- about 800 the paper sa1d -- led by the Republzcan Mayor o

end_ Mrs. Schmled a hospltable, totally correct greetlng w1th an armful _

of flowers. And then- Lt. quernor Wendell Ford, who is running for
Governor, and Catherine Peden who is running for the Senate. And all .

along the airport fer'xc.el, smiling faces and waving hands, Girl Scouts,

. Boy Scouts, Cf;bs, Brownies, fi:'ienidl_y signs -- "Welcome Patrick Ly.ndon‘sv

Grandmother', a group of Job -Corpsmen almost entirely Negroes, VI ma_de' '

a particular peint of seeking them out, shaking hands with everyone of them -- - -

W hat are you taking ?" “"Brick masonry. ' "And you?" "Carpehtry'."

'""How about ye\i 21 "'Educatidn."_" This I heard over and over; I preeume
it just means the equivalent of a h'igh school degree or some basic educatien.
”Good luck., I'm gled you decided to do it, v Groups of Union wor'keirs

a.nd postal workers with signs -- everybody w1th a blg, fr1end1y sm11e -~

‘not a single unfriendly gesture, I felt like Mullen, thatXhad been taken

' backw.a.rds in time. -
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A'nd.then into the ’carIWit]-:; Wendell F_ofd and Cathe;ine Peden,
.'a.r.1d as .we.drove in I saw several billboards -- ""C‘at‘her.in.e Peden £9r the
Sena..te". '-Th‘ve word ”Den'-uoc.ravtic”did not appear uéon them. I heérd.this
'w'a.rning ‘bell. and ésked»yalb_out Hub.ert‘a.t‘nd h'is. chances and got an uneﬁthusiastig
' ‘1‘-_ep.1y.’ And é,c_:‘tua.l.ly from my chief advisor' on Ket;tucky -- Sehatqr Earl
. .Cle‘ments -- whom Iha.d ;aiked to before I ever decided to mé.ke fﬁis trip..
The proséééts in Kenidgky were distiﬁctly poor f‘or' a Démocrati_d vicl::‘(')rglr,
A fhough he 'did finé.lly e.nd'orsie completely my coming. |
| .Théré‘Was‘a sizeéble .c_rowd. in f;ontléf thg-Sherétqn Hotel, and ;hesé n
were néa.trlf all adults." We ?n.ounted'a' sr.nall‘pla,t’f;)‘rm., andAvthe re was'a
iittlé wélcoming éerem ony by Lt. »Qovernoxf Wendell VForld acting in tﬁe
absence of Governor Nux';t; who made inekar.x Admiral of all the Ke_ntlu‘cky
.w;va;terways. 1 ha'd been mé.de_ a ,Kentucllcy. Céionél once before. 'Arlxd then" |
- a lady rep;eseﬁtiﬁg:thé Kéntubky Garden Club‘s, gave a silver mint julep . -
¢up -- \'avhat:elée_ ? _--'wit.l‘l a nice inscriptién al;out 'ndy work for coﬂns'er.vatio.n.". 7
And two cute little boys —- members of t}#e»:Litl‘tle Le.ague ~- came fo:ward
with b.a;séball ba,l':sA. ‘.C‘)n’e“ fo? Pa;rick Lyndbn a.x;xd one for 'somebody e'ise who

“hasn't made his appearance yet. Bats are a'major industry in this town..

[y
EY

~ Standing beside me was a young Negro about 7 feet tall. It turned
out he was a basketball star known by everybody in the crowd except me,
a native of Louisville now playing in Baltimore. And obviously.a big asset .

- in drawing a crowd. There had been music and bands before my arrival.
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It is really very interesbting to see the workings of an advance man.
| And the pietty young Queen of the Kentucky Derby gave me a mhorseshoe
of red roses -~ a small one. And then the funniest thing of all -~ a couple |

‘who had a breebdiﬁg farm presented me with a very ‘smalAl burro for ;Iv:he s

~ use of Lyn at the Ranch. I climbed down off the‘platfor'.m, had my picture - .

madé with him, 1aughéd &ith the crowd, and then made a sholrt speve.ch —
) and a rather good,oné I _tﬂoughit -;- ‘s'.trai.ght fro;h the heart and no nOﬁeg,
ar'ldjfélt ;;uiteh:_.in.tur’xe‘ \.;.vivth;tlf‘xevm z.a,ll.‘ There was a complete fee]iin‘g of
' good ’Qill and i’xappineéé- in thé ,cr‘owd..r Ohly ‘olane .sign t_hét_ was hois;tile;; |
and it onl} fa;irlllyr amusingly éo. A‘yoﬁng man hgld.it. up :It Said, ‘”]>Z‘ a."mb .
in favof of a sliéhfl& dishono_rab%e ;peac_:e“.‘ o | |
- We wenbtvinto the Hotel bé.liroom and vc.ralked through a cheering
crowd of 900, mostly la;dieé,' a fe’w'men. It was the Kentucky Démodral_:ic |
Womens Club lunche_dn. : Tﬁey had had a two-day-méeting of which this
wWas on‘e of the. events, I wétc;hed with inte res t Ca,therine: Peden .whob ate
little ana be'tw.ee._'n.cc;urses ‘c‘overec‘l ex./éry_table'_in the room;. Y.ou.c.ar;;t |
_bea(; vs-(o.rk. I ﬁhink. éhe -hav.;s a vrc-evai chance tor éa.rry it. 'Governqr Breathitt
was on one si.deiclsf ‘me' apd ’i-xad strong, warm things té say about Lyndoh.
' He s'poké br'ief_Iy as dici’ Cathefine .Peden‘afu.i 4Lt. Gerrn;r Ford. And
: the;n it Qas mybt..im'e‘. Ilca.lled on our Kentucky an?:estors ' -~ the Buntins

" and the Shays and a few more, and Kentﬁc;ky great whom I had knd,wn,v

Albin Barkley and Earl Clements. And then launched into about a 12 -minute -
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talk that was I tho_u'ghi; puréiy On'the constructive work> of the last 8 years,."
- and why 1 thought':it‘ ou_ght to .cont;inue_ under Hubert Hu'mpilrey who had
' <.b§en 56 much a part of if ail... His"name_ from .thé very first o_n' sor;Ie :‘
of the "mosl:”pr»ogréss'li've 'légis’latiqn‘ - Medica.:e,. Peace C,orias, Nuclear
Test Ban 'I’_rea.'ty,' Civil Rights A'cts-:.’ &%‘I do not really b‘el‘ieve 4it.‘
’ and>bec':ause, Idon't think i‘t'év a woman's placé, I d1d not have ugly things
to éay about th'elother candida-tesv.‘ N'e‘veyrtilele's.s my description of
Hube.’v‘r'tr -.-:-_he'isbwit'ho;ﬂ; viﬁdic':ti\)eﬁes's and biftef ha'.‘treyc'i,' and God‘knowis ' B
, oxir_c@gﬁti"}? né‘e{ds lt'ha't‘ tc;déa_y..; .,He. is 'a‘x bﬁildelf’, a unifier, who dqés ;mt":
trj‘ to set Améi-‘i'c‘a..r; é.gainst; Aﬁerié#n._ VIVHAeF do'es‘r.x»ot Eaﬁd(e'r to the<fea.'rs
~and thé ‘s'ouls‘ of oui éeople_ -- He calls on thé best that is in us -- the
-affbir(min‘g spi’rit‘o_f hope. I suppose éu»ch‘ iines in my descﬁption of
: Huiaeri:'s record, 'and‘ iﬁdeed'qf th; e'}ght; ye‘arls qf .the Kennedy-Johnsoh_
Adm‘ini.stration‘s,:“méd‘.elall ihe- stdﬁe‘s ‘refex.f ﬁo thé Speech_;as‘he.r "tough'e'sf:v

: politid:ai speech this year'. I was iﬁterrupted frequently during .i_t by

a.p‘pla'use. In fact during the whole-day -~ Ifelt that I ha.ld been ca_trried:

, bal.ck tﬁrough tim'e to-anothgr_e‘ra.t--‘ 50 warm, receptivé, friendljr', 'a.ndb
'.na"tural was éve.i'ything.thalt ‘happ_ene.d.
1 éhéok hénds wi#ﬁ -everfbody I couid on the AWa.yiout, ran 'intio" Mafie
Turner &hom- 1 ﬁad- mét at Livck Eranch, the oné-room schoolhouée where
yox; go't‘to it by croSsi}ng the'cre.ek on a log. She ha.d come up with-a bus

load of people. Later upstairs I ran into a former Governor of Kentucky,
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now a'Jﬁdge, 'Judge Combs. And I was out of the hotel by 2:30, where to
my amazement I found a large crowd still coﬁgfegated -- larger in fact

if a.’ziything --;é.ltl_;ou_gh I think the music had ceased. And once more 1

ﬁaved_',to everybody and shook hands and rééponded and climbed upon the -

edge of the car-to look into the eyes of the people on the other side of.

the street. I like to try to l_obk directly into the eyes of Some little giri

~or a man or an old woman -- almost a personal hand clapse. And one's.

own evidence of excitement and pleasure and response.to them solicits
the same sort of response from them sort of like a shot of adrenaline. =
It's an interesting experience.

We were back at the airport well before 3:00. And on the ride'"” '

home began one of»lthe nﬁost interesting parts of the day. A girl whom I
have known for years -- Esther Coopersmith -~ as just one of those good '
-friends who is always on hand to help x in campaign)s with enthusiasm .

and industry and never failing loyalty. I have never had a really pér soﬁal '

cohveAr.s.a.t,i,on with her before, Liz said, ”E/ihei', tell Mrs. Johnson about

your trip to-Russia.'"  And so she d‘id.v It seems that one of her parents

had come f_rorn Russia ~- the other from Ro'mania’.- She had been born in

America, but her ties really were very recent, Som ehow or other her

husband was asked to gb to..Russia.; She described him as a small buildér,

.~ and this was an Exchange Program -- certain busfiness men in different

fields were asked to go over there to meet I suppose their ,counterparts.'

L T D
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. At any rate they got a bit more than they bargained for perhaps when

.this éouple went. She asked if she could go to see some of her Aunts

answer was no, no no. "And then

~some.official said to her, ''Didn't you go with President Johnsonon.... "

2 - .

and he mentioned some trip. She said, "Yes.' And then a short while
later arrangements‘b'ega.n to be made for them to see certain kinfolks.

Her description of them was pathetic -- cousins who were about 30 and v

“ looked as though they were in their 60's -- so hard had been their life.

'Som'vevwho lived in a man'vt‘:o‘wn' 30 miles aw:a‘y had never travelled that -

far frofn their homes before. They were brought in espécially to see

her.' They have to have a permit everytifne they go anywhere. All had

very little to say while they:were in their rooms with them. ' But then when:
they went out walking in the park they began to be much more expansive

and told them abvput their lives and works and troubles, They were afraid '

the roomg were bugged. All of this beca_us:e they are Jews. One coupie _'

.they took ‘f‘or a meal into a cafe. _They.ofdered from the menu, and then

it bgqa_fr;e apparent that this couple had never been in a cafe before.. They

- reached into the recesses of their dark and drab clothes, and brought out
.- one of them -- a loaf of black bread -- the o'ther;' a piece of what

appeared to be dried meat, and they began to hack hunks off of it; :expecting '

EY

to make their meal therefrom.
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There wasn't a one of them she said -- not a one of these people --
who wouldn't give their life - - .anythin'g,'_to cémé to America. And then" )

' siowly it. began to unfqid to me, ‘:the reason why she and her brother énd '

a lot mofe people like her had p,oﬁ.red‘ §0 many hoursr and devotion and

' money into Lyn"&on's_ campaigvnvs all.-thr'ough the years. And ourllpe:sona.l

 relations barely touch. They believe in him quite simpiy as a leader,

an exponent, of__wha_i: is possible in America, a country about which ‘théy‘.

' ..can still grow excited and tearful and urgent in their determination to

- work for. We have indeed, s0 rﬁany of us, grown‘fat a._nd complacent and

overly assured,

- We were back at the White House by 4:00. And i heard that Lynddn

' hopéd_td go.to Camp David. I packed a suitcase, talked with Lynda, the

Krims came in, and we left in the chopper about 6:00 -- only the 5 of us -- o

" the smallest groupx we've evér taken to Camp David. We sat around very

cdzilyvin that lovely room looki‘ng,‘down into th'e.Vallgy,with its lighfs where

the great battles of the Civil War were fought, had a drink and talked long -
of all the things that f_aée us now. I began to realize how tired I was. And

the other side of that corn is how glad that it is not we who are in this

campaign.
‘We had an early dinner, and I did that inlcredib'le thing once x'norevof

goi\ngl to bed about 8:30 and reading rn'yselif to sleep on Allen Drury's -

. ""Preserve and Protect, "
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‘As I was about to go to sleep, I thought of a funny thing that a
lady had said to"me as I shook hands through the crowds today in “Kentu‘cky.

With a c-onspirato‘ria..l look of someone.'ifnparting exciting 'news,A she said,

e e - s s e e a0 R s ket s s ML o e & A a s S e e s+ oL 0w wa fam e aserm s on momrie s n n

"W e had two chickéns' ard I named one Lady Bird and one Lyndon! " hope )

you didn't eat them, ! I said over my ‘shoulder as I went on shaking = hands o

N

.And'then at énothe:vpa‘rt‘y_thi's week, one 'llady“in a long line when . -

finall} she reach_ed:me and '_w‘e bsho‘ok hands ‘sai'd, "At last I am a't thé heart

of the ?;r tichol'cé:_ e
"Some d‘ay Iam goiﬁg~ to write a small article on iny life and times -

in the receiving line.




