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I t  w as  a  c o m p le te ly  d i f f e r e n t  day  f r o m  the one b 'e fo re ,  r e m i n i s c e n t  

of m a n y ,  m a n y  c a m p a i g n  jo u r n e y s  in  the p a s t .  T h e  d i f f e r e n t  lay , I  th ink , 

in  the  p r a c t i c e  of the  a r t  of a d v a n c in g .

I  w a s  up  e a r l y  - -  a b o u t  7:30 - -  i t ' s  b e e n  a  w e e k  o f e a r l y  m o r n in g s  - -  

r e a d  m y  s p e e c h  o v e r  s e v e r a l  t im e s ,  t a lk e d  to L yndon  a b o u t  the  t r i p ,  le f t  

w ith  L iz  a b o u t  9:30 f o r  K en tu ck y , w e a r in g  m y  new  sh o ck in g  p in k  a n d  fe e l in g  

r e a d y  f o r  the  o c c a s io n .  A nd a t  the a i r p o r t  - -  how  d i f f e r e n t  - -  t h e r e  w a s  a  

s i z e a b l e  c ro w d  - -  a b o u t  800 the p a p e r  s a id  — le d  by  the  R e p u b l ic a n  M a y o r  

an d  M r s .  S c h m ie d ,  a  h o s p i ta b le ,  to ta l ly  c o r r e c t  g r e e t i n g  w ith  a n  a r m f u l  

o f  f l o w e r s .  A n d  th e n  L t .  G o v e r n o r  W en d e ll  F o r d ,  who i s  ru n n in g  f o r  

G o v e r n o r ,  a n d  C a th e r in e  P e d e n  who i s  ru n n in g  f o r  the  S e n a te .  A nd a l l  

a lo n g  the  a i r p o r t  fe n c e ,  s m i l in g  f a c e s  an d  w av in g  h a n d s .  G i r l  S co u ts ,

B o y  S co u ts ,  C u b s ,  B ro w n ie s ,  f r i e n d ly  s ig n s  - -  " W e lc o m e  P a t r i c k  L y n d o n ' s 

G r a n d m o th e r " ,  a  g ro u p  of Job  C o r p s m e n  a lm o s t  e n t i r e l y  N e g r o e s .  I  m a d e  

a  p a r t i c u l a r  p o in t  of s e e k in g  th em  out, sh ak in g  h a n d s  w i th  e v e ry o n e  of th em  - 

" W h a t  a r e  you  tak in g ?" " B r i c k  m a s o n r y . " "A nd y o u ? "  " C a r p e n t r y ."

"H ow  a b o u t  you ? "  " E d u c a t io n . " T h i s  I h e a r d  o v e r  a n d  o v e r .  I  p r e s u m e  

i t  j u s t  m e a n s  th e  e q u iv a le n t  of a  h ig h  sc h o o l  d e g r e e  o r  s o m e  b a s ic  e d u c a t io n .  

"G ood  lu c k .  I 'm  g la d  you  d e c id e d  to do i t ." G ro u p s  of U n ion  w o r k e r s  

a n d  p o s t a l  w o r k e r s  w ith  s ig n s  - -  e v e ry b o d y  w ith  a  b ig , f r i e n d ly  s m i l e  - -  

C  n o t  a  s in g le  u n f r i e n d ly  g e s t u r e ,  I  f e l t  l ik e  M ullen , th a t  I  h a d  b e e n  ta k e n • I t

( _  b a c k w a r d s  in  t im e .

.................... .......... .............. , ............................
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And th en  in to  the  c a r  w ith  W en d e ll  F o r d  a n d  C a t h e r i n e  P e d e n ,  

a n d  a s  w e  d ro v e  in  I  saw  s e v e r a l  b i l l b o a r d s  - -  " C a th e r in e  P e d e n  f o r  the  

S e n a te " .  T h e  w o r d  " D e m o c r a t i c "  d id  no t a p p e a r  u p o n  th e m .  I h e a r d  th is  

w a rn in g  b e l l  a n d  a s k e d  a b o u t  H u b e r t  a n d  h i s  c h a n c e s  a n d  g o t  a n  u n e n th u s i a s t i c  

r e p ly .  A nd a c tu a l ly  f r o m  m y  c h ie f  a d v i s o r  on  K e n tu ck y  - -  S e n a to r  E a r l  

C le m e n t s  - -  w hom  I  h a d  ta lk e d  to b e fo re  I e v e r  d e c id e d  to m a k e  th is  t r i p .

T h e  p r o s p e c t s  in  K e n tu ck y  w e r e  d i s t in c t ly  p o o r  f o r  a  D e m o c r a t i c  v ic to ry ,  

th ough  h e  d id  f in a l ly  e n d o r s e  c o m p le te ly  m y  c o m in g .

T h e r e  w a s  a  s i z e a b le  c ro w d  in  f r o n t  of the  S h e r a to n  H o te l ,  a n d  th e s e  

w e r e  n e a r l y  a l l  a d u l t s .  We m o u n te d  a  s m a l l  p l a t f o r m ,  a n d  t h e r e  wall a  

l i t t l e  w e lc o m in g  c e r e m o n y  b y  L t .  G o v e r n o r  W en d e ll  F o r d  a c t in g  in  the  

a b s e n c e  of G o v e r n o r  Nunn w ho m a d e  m e  a n  A d m i r a l  of a l l  the  K en tu ck y  

w a te r w a y s .  I  h a d  b e e n  m a d e  a  K e n tu ck y  C o lo n e l  o n ce  b e f o r e .  A nd  th en  

a  la d y  r e p r e s e n t i n g  th e  K e n tu ck y  G a rd e n  C lu b s  gave  a  s i l v e r  m in t  ju le p   

c u p  - -  w h a t  e l s e ? - -  w ith  a  n ic e  i n s c r i p t i o n  a b o u t  m y  w o r k  f o r  c o n s e r v a t io n .  

And tw o c u te  l i t t l e  b o y s  - -  m e m b e r s  of the  L i t t l e  L e a g u e  - -  c a m e  f o r w a r d  

w i th  b a s e b a l l  b a t s .  One f o r  P a t r i c k  L yndon  a n d  one f o r  s o m e b o d y  e l s e  who

h a s n ' t  m a d e  h i s  a p p e a r a n c e  y e t .  B a ts  a r e  a  m a j o r  i n d u s t r y  in  th is  tow n.
■ . ■ . ■ ■ ■

S tan d in g  b e s id e  m e  w a s  a  young N e g ro  ab o u t  7 f e e t  t a l l .  I t  t u r n e d

ou t he  w a s  a  b a s k e tb a l l  s t a r  know n by  e v e ry b o d y  in  the  c r o w d  e x c e p t  m e ,

^  a  n a t iv e  of L o u i s v i l l e  now p la y in g  in  B a l t i m o r e .  A nd  o b v io u s ly  a  b ig  a s s e t

in  d ra w in g  a  c ro w d .  T h e r e  h ad  b e e n  m u s ic  a n d  b a n d s  b e f o r e  m y  a r r i v a l .
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I t  i s  r e a l l y  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  to s e e  the  w o rk in g s  of a n  a d v a n c e  m a n .

A nd  the  p r e t t y  young Q u een  of th e  K e n tu ck y  D e rb y  gave  m e a  h o r s e s h o e  

of r e d  r o s e s  - -  a  s m a l l  one . A nd th e n  the fu n n ie s t  th in g  o f a l l  - -  a  co u p le  

w ho  h a d  a  b r e e d i n g  f a r m  p r e s e n t e d  m e  w ith  a  v e r y  s m a l l  b u r r o  fo r  th e  

use  of L y n  a t  the  R a n c h .  I c l im b e d  dow n off the  p l a t f o r m ,  h a d  m y  p i c tu r e  

m a d e  w i th  h im ,  la u g h e d  w ith  th e  c ro w d ,  an d  th e n  m a d e  a  s h o r t  s p e e c h  - -  

a n d  a  r a t h e r  good one I  though t - -  s t r a i g h t  f r o m  th e  h e a r t  a n d  no n o te s ,  

a n d  f e l t  q u i te  in  tu n e  w i th  th em  a l l .  T h e r e  w a s  a  c o m p le t e  fe e l in g  of 

good  w i l l  a n d  h a p p in e s s  in  the  c ro w d .  O n ly  one s ig n  th a t  w a s  h o s t i l e ,  

a n d  i t  o n ly  f a i r l y  a m u s in g ly  so .  A young  m a n  h e ld  i t  up . I t  s a id ,  " I  a m  

i n  f a v o r  o f  a  s l ig h t ly  d i s h o n o r a b le  p e a c e " .
■ j ■ ; , ' ■

We w e n t  in to  the  H o te l  b a l l r o o m  a n d  w a lk e d  th ro u g h  a  c h e e r in g  

c ro w d  of 900, m o s t ly  l a d i e s ,  a  few  m e n .  I t  w a s  the  K e n tu c k y  D e m o c r a t i c  

W o m e n s  C lub  lu n c h eo n .  T h e y  h a d  h a d  a  tw o -d a y  m e e t in g  of w h ich  th is  

w a s  one  of the  e v e n ts .  I  w a tc h e d  w ith  i n t e r e s t  C a t h e r i n e  P e d e n  w ho a te  

l i t t l e  a n d  b e tw e e n  c o u r s e s  c o v e r e d  e v e r y  tab le  in  the  r o o m .  You c a n ' t  

b e a t  w o rk .  I  th in k  sh e  h a s  a  r e a l  c h a n c e  to c a r r y  i t .  G o v e r n o r  B r e a t h i t t  

w a s  on  one s id e  o f m e  a n d  h a d  s t ro n g ,  w a r m  th in g s  to  s a y  a b o u t  L y ndon .

He sp o k e  b r i e f l y  a s  d id  C a t h e r i n e  P e d e n  a n d  L t .  G o v e r n o r  F o r d .  A nd  

th en  i t  w a s  m y  t im e .  I  c a l l e d  on o u r  K e n tu ck y  a n c e s t o r s  - -  the B u n tin s  

a n d  the  S hays  a n d  a  few  m o r e ,  a n d  K en tu ck y  g r e a t  w h o m  I  h a d  know n,

Albin  B a r k l e y  a n d  E a r l  C le m e n t s .  And then  la u n c h e d  in to  ab o u t a  1 2 -m in u te
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ta lk  th a t  w a s  I th o u g h t p u r e ly  on the  c o n s t r u c t i v e  w o rk  of th e  l a s t  8 y e a r s ,  

■ an d  w hy I though t i t  ought to c o n t in u e  u n d e r  H u b e r t  H u m p h r e y  who h a d  

b e e n  so  m u c h  a  p a r t  of i t  a l l .  H is  n a m e  f r o m  the v e r y  f i r s t  on so m e  

of the m o s t  p r o g r e s s i v e  l e g i s l a t i o n  - -  M e d ic a r e ,  P e a c e  C o r p s ,  N u c le a r
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 ̂C S l\lS  ©
T e s t  B a n  T r e a t y ,  C iv i l  R ig h ts  A c ts .  B e c a u s e  I  do no t r e a l l y  b e l ie v e  i t  

an d  b e c a u s e  I  d o n ’ t th in k  i t ' s  a  w o m a n 's  p la c e ,  I  d id  n o t  h a v e  ug ly  th in g s  

to  s a y  a b o u t  the  o t h e r  c a n d id a te s .  N e v e r t h e l e s s  m y  d e s c r i p t i o n  of 

H u b e r t  - -  h e  i s  w ith o u t  v in d ic t iv e n e s s  a n d  b i t t e r  h a t r e d ,  a n d  God know s 

o u r  c o u n t r y  n e e d s  th a t  to d ay . He i s  a  b u i ld e r ,  a  u n i f i e r ,  w h o  d o es  n o t  

( . ■ t r y  to  s e t  A m e r i c a n  a g a i n s t  A m e r i c a n .  He d o e s  no t p a n d e r  to the  f e a r s

a n d  the s o u ls  of o u r  p e o p le  - -  h e  c a l l s  on  the  b e s t  th a t  i s  in  u s  - -  the 

a f f i r m in g  s p i r i t  o f  h o p e .  I s u p p o se  s u c h  l in e s  in  m y  d e s c r i p t i o n  of 

H u b e r t ' s  r e c o r d ,  a n d  in d e e d  o f the  e ig h t  y e a r s  of the  K e n n e d y - J o h n s o n  

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n s ,  m a d e  a l l  the  s t o r i e s  r e f e r  to th e  s p e e c h  a s  h e r  " to u g h e s t  

p o l i t i c a l  s p e e c h  th i s  y e a r " .  I  w a s  i n t e r r u p t e d  f r e q u e n t ly  d u r in g  i t  by  

a p p l a u s e .  In  f a c t  d u r in g  th e  w ho le  day  - -  I f e l t  th a t  I  h a d  b e e n  c a r r i e d  

b a c k  th ro u g h  t im e  to a n o th e r  e r a  - -  so w a r m ,  r e c e p t iv e ,  f r i e n d ly ,  a n d  

n a t u r a l  w a s  e v e r y th in g  th a t  h a p p e n e d .

I  sh o o k  h a n d s  w i th  e v e r y b o d y  I c o u ld  on  the  w ay  ou t ,  r a n  in to  M a r ie  

T u r n e r  w hom  I  h a d  m e t  a t  L ic k  B r a n c h ,  the  o n e - r o o m  s c h o o lh o u s e  w h e r e  

: yo u  got to  i t  by  c r o s s i n g  the c r e e k  on a  lo g .  She h a d  c o m e  up  w ith  a  b u s

l '^  lo a d  of p e o p le .  L a t e r  u p s t a i r s  I  r a n  in to  a  f o r m e r  G o v e r n o r  of K en tu ck y ,
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now  a  J u d g e ,  Ju d g e  C o m b s .  And I w a s  out of th e  h o te l  b y  2 :3 0 ,  w h e re  to 

m y  a m a z e m e n t  I found  a  l a r g e  c ro w d  s t i l l  c o n g r e g a te d  - -  l a r g e r  in  f a c t  

i f  a n y th in g  - -  a l th o u g h  I th in k  the  m u s ic  h a d  c e a s e d .  A nd  o n c e  m o re  I 

w a v e d  to  e v e r y b o d y  a n d  sh o o k  h a n d s  a n d  r e s p o n d e d  a n d  c l i m b e d  upon the  

ed g e  o f th e  c a r  to lo o k  in to  the  e y e s  of the  p e o p le  on th e  o th e r  s id e  of 

the  s t r e e t .  I  l ik e  to t r y  to lo o k  d i r e c t l y  in to  the  e y e s  of s o m e  l i t t l e  g i r l  

o r  a  m a n  o r  a n  o ld  w o m a n  - -  a l m o s t  a  p e r s o n a l  h a n d  e l a p s e .  A nd o n e ’s 

ow n e v id e n c e  o f e x c i t e m e n t  a n d  p l e a s u r e  a n d  r e s p o n s e  to  th e m  s o l ic i t s  

the  s a m e  s o r t  of r e s p o n s e  f r o m  th em  s o r t  of l ik e  a  sh o t  of a d r e n a l in e .

I t ' s  an  i n t e r e s t i n g  e x p e r i e n c e .

We w e r e  b a c k  a t  th e  a i r p o r t  w e l l  b e fo re  3 :00 . A nd  o a  the  r id e  

h o m e  b e g a n  one  of the  m o s t  i n t e r e s t i n g  p a r t s  of th e  d ay . A g i r l  whom  I 

h a v e  know n f o r  y e a r s  - -  E s t h e r  C o o p e r  s m i th  - -  a s  j u s t  one o f  th o se  good  

f r i e n d s  w ho i s  a lw a y s  on h a n d  to h e lp  a  in  c a m p a ig n s  w ith  e n th u s i a s m  

a n d  in d u s t r y  a n d  n e v e r  fa i l in g  lo y a l ty .  I  h av e  n e v e r  h a d  a  r e a l l y  p e r s o n a l  

c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i th  h e r  b e f o r e .  L iz  s a id ,  " Esth e r ,  t e l l  M r s .  J o h n s o n  a b o u t  

. y o u r  t r i p  to R u s s i a . "  A nd so  s h e  d id . I t  s e e m s  th a t  one of h e r  p a r e n t s  

h a d  c o m e  f r o m  R u s s i a  - -  the  o th e r  f r o m  R o m a n ia .  She h a d  b e e n  b o r n  in  

A m e r i c a ,  b u t  h e r  t i e s  r e a l l y  w e r e  v e r y  r e c e n t .  S om ehow  o r  o th e r  h e r  

h u s b a n d  w as  a s k e d  to go to R u s s i a .  She d e s c r i b e d  h im  a s  a  s m a l l  b u i ld e r ,  

an d  th i s  w a s  an  E x c h a n g e  P r o g r a m  - -  c e r t a i n  b u s i n e s s  m e n  in  d i f f e r e n t  

f i e ld s  w e r e  a s k e d  to go o v e r  t h e r e  to m e e t  I s u p p o se  t h e i r  c o u n t e r p a r t s .
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. At a n y  r a t e  th e y  g o t a  b i t  m o r e  th an  th ey  b a r g a in e d  f o r  p e r h a p s  when 

th is  c o u p le  w e n t .  She a s k e d  if  s h e  c o u ld  go to s e e  s o m e  o f h e r  A unts 

a n d  U n c le s  a n d  C o u s in s .  A t f i r s t  th e  a n s w e r  w a s  no , no, no. A nd  th en  

s o m e  o f f ic ia l  s a id  to h e r ,  " D id n 't  y ou  go w ith  P r e s i d e n t  J o h n s o n  on . . . .  " 

a n d  he m e n t io n e d  s o m e  t r i p .  She s a id ,  " Y e s . "  A nd  th e n  a  s h o r t  w hile  

l a t e r  a r r a n g e m e n t s  b e g a n  to b e  m a d e  f o r  them  to s e e  c e r t a i n  k in fo lk s .

H e r  d e s c r i p t i o n  of th e m  w a s  p a th e t ic  - -  c o u s in s  w ho w e r e  a b o u t  30 and  

lo o k e d  a s  th o u g h  th e y  w e r e  in  t h e i r  6 0 s  - -  so  h a r d  h a d  b e e n  t h e i r  l ife .

S o m e  w ho l iv e d  in  a  fcxaH tow n 30 m i l e s  aw ay  h a d  n e v e r  t r a v e l l e d  tha t 

f a r  f r o m  t h e i r  h o m e s  b e f o r e .  T h e y  w e r e  b r o u g h t  in  e s p e c i a l l y  to see  

h e r .  T h e y  h a v e  to h a v e  a  p e r m i t  e v e r y t im e  th ey  go a n y w h e r e .  A ll  h a d  

v e r y  l i t t l e  to s a y  w h ile  th ey  w e r e  in  th e i r  r o o m s  w ith  th e m .  B u t  then w h e n  

th e y  w e n t  ou t w a lk in g  in  the  p a r k  th e y  b e g a n  to b e  m u c h  m o r e  e x p a n s iv e  

a n d  to ld  th e m  a b o u t  t h e i r  l iv e s  a n d  w o r k s  a n d  t r o u b l e s .  T h e y  w e r e  a f r a i d  

the  ro o m s w e r e  b u g g ed . . A ll  of th i s  b e c a u s e  th ey  a r e  J e w s .  O n e  couple  

th e y  to o k  f o r  a  m e a l  in to  a  c a fe .  T h e y  o r d e r e d  f r o m  the  m e n u ,  a n d  th e n  

i t  b e c a m e  a p p a r e n t  th a t  th is  co u p le  h a d  n e v e r  b e e n  in  a  c a fe  b e f o r e .  T h e y  

r e a c h e d  in to  th e  r e c e s s e s  o f  th e i r  d a r k  a n d  d r a b  c lo th e s ,  a n d  b r o u g h t  o u t  

- -  one  of th em  - -  a  lo a f  of b la c k  b r e a d  - -  the  o th e r ,  a  p ie c e  o f  w h a t  

a p p e a r e d  to be  d r i e d  m e a t ,  a n d  th e y  b e g a n  to h a c k  h u n k s  off o f  i t ,  e x p e c t in g  

to  m a k e  t h e i r  m e a l  t h e r e f r o m .
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T h e r e  w a s n ' t  a  one of th em  sh e  s a id  - -  no t a  one o f  t h e s e  p eo p le  - -  

w ho  w o u ld n ' t  g ive  th e i r  l i fe  - - a n y th in g ,  to c o m e  to A m e r i c a .  A nd th e n  

s lo w ly  i t  b e g a n  to u n fo ld  to  m e ,  the  r e a s o n  w hy sh e  an d  h e r  b r o t h e r  a n d  

a  lo t  m o r e  p e o p le  l ik e  h e r  h ad  p o u re d  so  m a n y  h o u r s  an d  d e v o t io n  and  

m o n e y  in to  L y n d o n 's  c a m p a ig n s  a l l  th ro u g h  th e  y e a r s .  A nd  o u r  p e r s o n a l  

r e l a t i o n s  b a r e l y  to u ch . T h e y  b e l ie v e  in  h im  q u i te  s im p ly  a s  a  l e a d e r ,  

a n  ex p o n en t ,  o f  w h a t  i s  p o s s ib le  in  Am e r i c a ,  a  c o u n t ry  a b o u t  w h ich  they  

c a n  s t i l l  g ro w  e x c i t e d  a n d  t e a r f u l  a n d  u r g e n t  in  t h e i r  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  to 

w o r k  f o r .  We h a v e  in d e e d ,  so  m a n y  of u s ,  g ro w n  f a t  a n d  c o m p la c e n t  a n d  

o v e r ly  a s s u r e d .

We w e r e  b a c k  a t  the  W hite  H o u se  b y  4 :00 . A nd I  h e a r d  th a t  L yndon  

h o p e d  to g o  to C a m p  D av id . I  p a c k e d  a  s u i t c a s e ,  t a lk e d  w i th  L y n d a ,  th e  

K r i m s  c a m e  in , a n d  w e le f t  in  the  c h o p p e r  a b o u t  6 :00 - -  o n ly  th e  5 of u s  - -  

the  s m a l l e s t  g ro u p  w e 'v e  e v e r  ta k e n  to  C am p  D av id . We s a t  a ro u n d  v e r y  

c o z i l y  in  t h a t  lo v e l y  ro o m  lo o k in g  dow n in to  th e  v a l l e y  w i th  i t s  l ig h ts  w h e r e  

th e  g r e a t  b a t t l e s  of the  C iv i l  W a r  w e r e  fough t,  h a d  a  d r in k  a n d  ta lk e d  lo n g  

o f a l l  the  th in g s  th a t  f a c e  u s  now. I  b e g a n  to r e a l i z e  how t i r e d  I  w a s .  A nd  

the o th e r  s id e  o f  th a t  c o r n  i s  how  g la d  th a t  i t  i s  no t w e  w ho a r e  in  th is  

c a m p a ig n .

We h a d  an  e a r l y  d in n e r ,  a n d  I  d id  th a t  in c r e d ib le  th in g  on ce  m o r e  of 

g o in g  to  b e d  a b o u t  8:30 a n d  r e a d in g  m y s e l f  to s le e p  on A lle n  D r u r y ' s  

" P r e s e r v e  a n d  P r o t e c t . "

MEMORANDUM '



(

c

S a tu rd a y ,  O c to b e r  5, 1968 P a g e  8

A s  I  w a s  a b o u t  to go to s le e p ,  I thought of a  funny th in g  th a t  a  

l a d y  h a d  s a id  to m e  a s  I  sh o o k  h a n d s  th ro u g h  the c ro w d s  to d a y  in  K en tucky . 

W i th  a  c o n s p i r a t o r i a l  lo o k  of s o m e o n e  im p a r t in g  e x c i t in g  n e w s ,  she  s a id ,  

" W e  h a d  two c h ic k e n s  a n d I  n a m e d  one L a d y  B i r d  a n d  one L y n d o n ." "I  hope  

you  d id n ' t  e a t  th e m ," I s a id  o v e r  m y  s h o u ld e r  a s  I w e n t  on s h a k in g  l a  h a n d s  

w i th  the  n e x t  g ro u p .

A nd  th en  a t  a n o th e r  p a r t y  th is  w e ek ,  one la d y  in  a  lo n g  l in e  w h e n  

f i n a l l y  sh e  r e a c h e d  m e  a n d  w e sh o o k  h a n d s  s a id ,  "A t l a s t  I  a m  a t  the h e a r t  

o f  the  a r t i c h o k e . "

S om e d a y  I  a m  going  to w r i t e  a  s m a l l  a r t i c l e  on m y  l i f e  a n d  t im e s  

in  the  r e c e iv in g  l in e .

MEMORANDUM

THE W HITE HOUSE
W A S H I N O T O M


