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A n o th e r  e a r l y  m o rn in g .  B r e a k f a s t  a t  7 :30, a n d  th e n  r e a d in g  

o v e r  s e v e r a l  t im e s  m y  few  r e m a r k s  to w e lc o m e  the B o a r d  o f  "R ead in g  

i s  F u n d a m e n ta l " .  M a r g y  M c N a m a r a  i s  the  C h a i r m a n  a n d  s p a r k p lu g  

a n d  the  r e a s o n  f o r  m e  p a r t i c ip a t in g .  A nd th is  m o r n in g  a t  9 :00  th e re  

w o u ld  be  a  k ic k - o f f  s e s s i o n  a t  the  S m i th so n ia n .

L y n d a  B i r d  a n d  I le f t  t o g e th e r  a  l i t t l e  b e f o r e  9 :00 . D il lo n  R ip le y  

w a s  a t  the  d o o r  to  m e e t  u s ,  a n d  M a r g y  lo o k in g  v e r y  b r i g h t  e y e d  bu t 

v e r y ,  v e r y  th in . We w e n t  in to  one o f  the a t t r a c t i v e  r o o m s  o f  the 

S m i th s o n ia n ,  a n d  t h e r e  w e r e  a b o u t  20 p e o p le ,  s e v e r a l  p u b l i s h e r s  - -  

a  M r .  V aughn  f r o m  "D o u b led a y "  who s a id  to m e ,  "We hope  w e  a r e  go ing  

to  h a v e  th e  p l e a s u r e  of p u b l ish in g  y o u r  d ia ry ." S e v e r a l  e d u c a t o r s ,  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  m i n o r i t y  g ro u p s  - -  M r .  H o m e n is  f r o m  h i s ,  W hitney  

Y oung f r o m  the  U rb a n  C o a l i t io n .  A nd  L ynda  B i r d ,  a  m e m b e r  of th e  B o a r d  

r e p r e s e n t i n g  yo u th . S om eone  f r o m  the F o r d  F o u n d a t io n  - -  th e y  a r e  

s p o n s o r in g  the p r o g r a m .  Doug C a t e r  who h a d  w o r k e d  fo r  i t  in  the W h ite  

. H ouse .,

T h e r e  w a s  a  g r a c io u s  w e lc o m in g  s p e e c h  by  D illon . A n d  then  a  

b r i e f  m o v ie  sh o w in g  w h a t  " R e a d in g  i s  F u n d a m e n ta l"  h a d  done  h e r e  in  

W a s h in g to n  - -  e x t r e m e l y  w e l l  done - -  f e a tu r in g  th ro u g h o u t  a  l i t t l e  c o lo r e d  

b o y  n a m e d  G r e g o r y  who w as  r ig h t  t h e r e  w ith  u s  th is  m o r n in g .  And th e n  

( M a r g y  to o k  o v e r ,  m a d e  a  h o p e fu l ,  e a r n e s t ,  p r e s e n t a t io n  of w h a t  th ey

w e r e  t r y in g  to do. A nd  i t  w as  t im e  f o r  m e  to s p e a k .

■■ 1 r/ '
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I m ix e d  a b o u t  h a l f  a n d  h a l f  m y  r e a l  f e e l in g s  a n d  th e  p r e p a r e d  

w o r d s ,  a n d  i t  t u r n e d  ou t r a t h e r  w e l l .  I  th o u g h t I c a u g h t  a  f l i c k e r  of 

i n t e r e s t  f r o m  M r .  V aughn .

T h e n  th e r e  w a s  the  co f fe e  b r e a k ,  a n d  I  s a id  goodbye a l l  a ro u n d  

a n d  w is h e d  th e m  lu c k  a n d  le f t .  I  n o t i c e d  th a t  s e v e r a l  m e m b e r s  of the 

B o a r d ,  a m o n g  th e m  B i l l  M o y e r s ,  h a d  n o t c o m e .

I  w a s  b a c k  a t  the  W hite  H o u se  a  l i t t l e  p a s t  10:00 a n d  w e n t  

s t r a i g h t  u p  to  the  T r e a t y  R oom  w h e r e  D r .  G r o v e r  a n d  G a r y  Y a r r i n g t o n  

a n d  D r .  N ew lan d  a n d  R a lp h  B e c k e r  w e r e  a l r e a d y  a s s e m b l e d .  A nd  a  

s i z e a b l e  c o n t in g e n t  of p r e s s  - -  c a m e r a s ,  w r i t i n g  p r e s s .  A n d  th e r e  

s p r e a d  ou t on  the  ta b le  o f  the  T r e a t y  R oom  a n d  d i s p la y e d  on e a s e l s
/

a r o u n d  th e  w a l l  w e r e  a  fa b u lo u s  c o l le c t io n  of p o l i t i c a l  m e m o r a b i l i a  go ing  

a l l  the  w ay  b a c k  to  a  G e o rg e  W ash in g to n  m e d a l l io n .  T h e r e  w e r e  c la y  

p ip e s  f r o m  ol H i c k o r y 's  t im e  an d  w a tch fo b s  f r o m  s e v e r a l  c a m p a ig n s ,  

w o m e n 's  s u f f r a g e  b a n n e r s  - -  I c a n  a l m o s t  s e e  D a is y  H a r r i m a n  c a r r y i n g  

one - -  a  t o r c h l ig h t  f r o m  a  to rc h l ig h t  p a r a d e ,  a  m o a n in g  b a d g e  so m e o n e  h a d  

w on  a f t e r  L i n c o ln 's  a s s a s s i n a t i o n .  A nd s o m e  o r ig in a l  c a r t o o n s  ab o u t  

L in c o ln  th a t  m a d e  H e r b  L o c k  lo o k  l ik e  a  k in d ly  i l l u s t r a t o r  of a  c h i l d r e n 's  

b o o k . T h e r e  w e r e  g a d g e ts  g a lo r e ,  a n d  i t  s u r p r i s e d m e  how  f a r  b a c k  

m a n y  of o u r  m o d e r n - d a y  c a m p a ig n  id e a s  go.

T h e y  to o k  a  h o s t  of p i c t u r e s  b e f o r e  th ey  le f t ,  a n d  th e n  w e  s e t t l e d  

dow n w i th  co ffe e  a n d  s w e e t  r o l l s .  A nd  R a lp h  B e c k e r  t a lk e d  to  u s  ab o u t
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c o l l e c t io n s  a r o u n d  the c o u n t ry ,  w a y s  to i n t e r e s t  th o se  th a t  h a d  th em , 

the  v a lu e  of m a k in g  know n to th e  pu b lic  th a t  the  L i b r a r y  w a s  in  e x is t e n c e ,  

a n d  th is  g ift h a d  b e e n  m a d e .  It  w ou ld  h e  s a id  in t r ig u e  o th e r  c o l l e c t o r s  

a n d  b e  fo l lo w e d  by  i n t e r e s t  a n d  q u i te  p o s s ib ly  g i f t s .  A nd so  t h a t  a f te rn o o n  

and  the  n e x t  d ay  I  w a s  c h a g r in e d  to s e e  how l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  t h e r e  w a s  on i t .  

Not so  the  n ex t  e v e n t  of m y  day  w h en  I  h a d  th a n k e d  h im ,  a n d  i t  i s  indeed  

the  f i r s t  b ig  s te p  in  e x h ib i t  m a t e r i a l  a lo n g  the w a y  th a t  h a s  b e e n  given to  

the  L i b r a r y  a n d  I  w a s  e x c i t e d  a n d  g r a t e f u l  to M r .  B e c k e r .

I  p ic k e d  up  m y  b o w lin g  b a g ,  jo in e d  M u r ie l  a n d  J a n e  M u s k ie  down 

(  ' on the  g ro u n d  f lo o r  a n d  w e w a lk e d  o v e r  to the bow ling  a l l e y s ,  p r e c e d e d

b y  e n o u g h  p r e s s  a n d  p h o to g r a p h e r s  to  r e c o r d  a  S u m m it  M e e t in g .  They  

s w a r m e d  a l l  u p  a n d  dow n th e  l a n e s  c l i c k in g  a n d  an d  f la s h in g  a n d  b eh in d  

u s  l e a v in g  j u s t  b a r e l y  en ough  ro o m  to r o l l .  I  go t a  s p a r e  th e  f i r s t  t im e ,  

a n d  th e n  s o m e th in g  I 'v e  h a r d l y  e v e r  done - -  r o l l e d  two b a l l s  t h a t  went in  

th e  g u t t e r  f o r  m y  s e c o n d  f r a m e ,  th e r e b y  c a u s in g  m e  to c o m e  u p  n u m b e r  

t h r e e  - -  M u r ie l ,  the  e a s y  w in n e r  a n d  J an e  M u sk ie  nex t .  M e, o b l ig in g ly  

b u t  u n in te n t io n a l ly ,  in  a  p o o r  th i r d .  B u t then  th e  funny  th in g  w a s  the  w a y  

i t  w a s  r e p o r t e d  the  n e x t  day  - -  i n c o lu m n s  a n d  p i c t u r e s  a n d  n e w s  s t o r i e s .  

A nd o b v io u s ly  I  h a d  done  m y s e l f  a n d  the  L i b r a r y  a  d i s s e r v i c e  b y  le tt in g  

th e s e  two e v e n ts  h a p p e n  the  s a m e  day .

^ B a c k  u p s t a i r s  I h a d  a  h o t  dog a n d  W a ld o r f  s a l a d  in  m y  r o o m .

A nd th e n  a t  2 :00  I  w e n t  down to the  L i b r a r y  f o r  m y  l a s t  a n n u a l  m e e t in g
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w i th  the  N a t io n a l  l e a d e r s  of the  F u tu r e  H o m e m a k e r s  of  A m e r i c a  - -  

16 f in e  lo o k in g  young g i r l s  in  t h e i r  m id d le  te e n s  I th in k  f r o m  a l l  o v e r  

the c o u n t ry .  I  a s k e d  them  a b o u t  th e i r  p r o j e c t s ,  d id  m y  no t too  s u c c e s s f u l  

b e s t  to  d ra w  them  ou t in  c o n v e r s a t io n .  A nd th en  d e l i v e r e d  m y  l i t t l e  

s p i e l  a b o u t  the  L i b r a r y  a n d  a s k e d  the guide to g ive  th em  a  v e r y  s p e c ia l  

to u r  o f  the  W hite  H o u se .

B a c k  u p s t a i r s  I h a d  a  long a f t e r n o o n  to  w o r k  a t  m y  d e s k  w ith  

M a r i l y n  a n d  A sh to n  a n d  on B e a u t i f i c a t io n  a lb u m s  w ith  C y n th ia ,  to get 

a  b r i e f  ru b ,  a  c o m b -o u t .  A nd th e n  a f t e r  c o n f e r r in g  w ith  L y n d o n 's  

o f f ice  — i t  lo o k e d  l ik e  h e  w a s  go ing  to  b e  v e r y  l a te ,  u n c e r t a i n  w h en  - -  

I  l e f t  w i th  L u c i  f o r  o u r  d in n e r  e n g a g e m e n t  w ith  G e n e r a l  a n d  M r s .  

W e s t m o r e l a n d .

I  co u ld  t e l l  f r o m  L y n d o n 's  tone  o f  v o ic e  o v e r  the  p h o n e  th a t  he  

w a s  h a r a s s e d  a n d  w e a r y .  A nd I w a s  m o r e  th an  e v e r  s o r r y  b e c a u s e  I  

h a d  lo o k e d  f o r w a r d  to th i s  p a r t i c u l a r  e v en in g .

We d ro v e  up  to Q u a r t e r s  O ne, a n d  t h e r e  w a s  K i t s y  on  th e  s te p s  

to  m e e t  u s .  A nd w e lo o k e d  dow n b e lo w  f r a m e d  th ro u g h  the  t r e e s  in  the 

v a l l e y  w e r e  the  l ig h ts of W ash in g to n  - -  an  a b s o lu t e ly  g lo r io u s  v iew  w ith  

the  W ash in g to n  M o n u m e n t  i t s  c h ie f  je w e l .  A t f i r s t  th e r e  w e r e  on ly  the  

fo u r  o f  u s ,  a n d  th e n  G e n e r a l  a n d  M r s .  W h e e le r  jo in e d  u s .  B o th  the 

G e n e r a l s  w e r e  in  c iv i l i a n  c lo th e s  lo ok ing  c u r io u s ly  u n d r e s s e d  and  

d e f e n s e l e s s  w ith o u t  th o s e  u n i f o r m s ,  w h ich  do h av e  a  c h a r i s m a  fo r  m e .
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Do I b e lo n g  to  a  d i f f e r e n t  a g e ?

It w a s  e x a c t ly  the  s o r t  o f e v en in g  th a t  I  h a d  b e e n  h o p in g  f o r  - -  

p e r s o n a l ,  w a r m ,  in t im a te  ta lk .  I 'v e  c o m e  to h a v e  a  lo t  m o r e  u n d e r s ta n d in g  

o f  w h a t  the  m i l i t a r y  p u ts  up  w ith  a n d  the  w iv e s  of the  m i l i t a r y  - -  m o v e s ,  

s e p a r a t i o n s ,  d y s e n te r y .  And now the  m o o d  th a t  the  c o u n t r y  is  in. I do no t 

r e a l l y  w an t C h u c k  to stay in  a n d  m a k e  the  m i l i t a r y  h i s  l i f e ' s  c a r e e r .  B u t 

I  w i l l  r e s p e c t  i t  i f  h e  d o e s .  I r e m e m b e r  K i t s y 's  w o r d s ,  " I t ' s  a  v e r y  

s p e c i a l  f r a t e r n i t y . "

L y n d o n  w a s  e x t r e m e l y  l a t e .  He c a m e  in  a t  9 :00 lo o k in g  a s  t i r e d  

a s  I  h a v e  e v e r  s e e n  h im ,  a s  w o r n  - -  the  f ig h t  t e m p o r a r i l y  gone  ou t of h i m .  

H e w a s  w a r m  to the  c o m p a n y  he  w a s  in , e v en  s e n t i m e n ta l .  He l ik e s  K i ts y  

t r e m e n d o u s l y .  A nd h e  pu t h i s  a r m s  a r o u n d  a n d  r e c i t e d  f o r  n o t  the  

f i r s t  t im e  the  s t o r y  of how  w h a t  sh e  h a d  s a id  to  h im  u p s t a i r s  w hen  sh e  

w a s  a  g u e s t  in  the  W hite  H o u se  - -  h a d  b e e n  the  f in a l  s t r a w  in  h i s  d e c i s io n  

to  b r in g  th e  G e n e r a l  b a c k  h o m e .

We w e n t  in to  d in n e r  in  a  d in in g  ro o m  th a t  lo o k e d  o u t  ov e r  the  

lo v ely v ie w .  We h a d  dove  a n d  q u a i l  a n d  a  d e l ic io u s  ru m  p ie .  I  e a t  w ith  

a b a n d o n  th e s e  d a y s .  G lu ed  of i n t im a c y  p r e v a i l e d .  We r a n g e d  a l l  o v e r  the  

w o r l d  a n d  u p  a n d  down s e v e r a l  d e c a d e s  f r o m  G e n e r a l  M aca r th u r  to today . 

O ne of the th in g s  th a t  L yndon  s a id  in  d e s c r ib in g  the m o o d  o f  the c o u n t r y  

in  th e s e  p a s t  few  y e a r s  w a s  t h a t  M c N a m a r a ,  w ho  w ith o u t  d o u b t /  h a d  done  

m a n y  w o n d e r fu l  th in g s  in  the  P e n ta g o n ,  h a d  n e v e r t h e l e s s  done the  c o u n t r y
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a  d i s s e r v i c e  w hen  he  took  the  g l i t t e r  off the  s t a r s .  T h e  in f lu e n c e ,  

p r e s t i g e ,  p la c e  in  s o c ie ty ,  of the m i l i t a r y  h a s  c u r io u s ly  c h a n g e d .  L u c i  

k e p t  u s  la u g h in g  by  e n t e r in g  in to  th e  c o n v e r s a t io n .  She is  a t  hom e  w ith  

e v e ry b o d y ,  no m a t t e r  how  e x h a l t e d  a  t i t le .

E a r l i e r  b e f o r e  L yndon  c a m e  39b: sh e  w a s  te l l in g  how  sh e  h a d  ab o u t  

m a d e  u p  h e r  m in d  a b o u t  n o t  to  go on R  & R  a t  a l l  i f  th e y  d i d n ' t  g e t  i t  in  

O c to b e r  b e c a u s e  s h e  w o u ld  w an t to b e  h e r e  f o r  L y n d a  B i r d ' s  b ab y . A nd  

s h e  w o u ld  w a n t  to b e  h e r e  f o r  C h r i s t m a s .  And th e n  th e r e  w a s  n o /  p o in t  

in  go ing  in  J a n u a r y  s in c e  he  w o u ld  be  h o m e  in  A p r i l .  P a t r i c k  h a d  w r i t t e n  

h e r  b a c k  a  f i r m  no  - -  w e  a r e  going  w h e n  w e c a n  g e t  i t .  A nd  the  G e n e r a l  

f ix e d  h e r  w ith  a  s t e r n  ey e ,  a n d  I th in k  i f  I  w e r e  a  m e m b e r  o f  h is  f a m i ly  

I  w o u ld  h e e d  h i s  w o r d s .  H e s a i d ,  " L u c i ,  h e ' s  r ig h t .  Y ou go  w h e n e v e r  

you g e t  i t . "

T h e  t h r e e  of th em  d i s c u s s e d  the  P a r i s  p e a c e  t a lk s  a n d  the  p o s s ib le  

n e x t  m e e t in g  in  H o n o lu lu  of s o m e  of th e  top  m e n  a m o n g  the  a l l i e s .  I t  w a s  

c l o s e  to  12:00 w h en  w e le f t ,  an d  L y n d o n  s l e p t  a l l  the  w ay  h o m e .  A nd a s  

w e a p p r o a c h e d  the W hite  H o u se  I  n o t ic e d  th a t  w e  w e r e  not g o in g  in  the 

S o u th w e s t  G a te  a s  we a lw a y s  did . I n s t e a d  w e w e n t  th ro u g h  p a s t  the  E O B  

a n d  a r o u n d  onto  P e n n s y lv a n ia  A venue  a n d  c a m e  in  the f r o n t  e n t r a n c e .

I  a s k e d  C l in t  H i l l  w hy, a n d  he s a id ,  " T h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a  p e n e t r a t i o n . "  W hat 

'v d o e s  th a t  m e a n ?  T h e  a l a r m  w e n t  off a n d  s o m e o n e  h a s  gone o v e r  the fe n c e

th e y  th in k .  T h e y  a r e  s e a r c h in g  the g ro u n d s  now - -  the  South  G ro u n d s  th a t  

i s .
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I  th o u g h t o f  a  n e w s p a p e r  s t o r y  j u s t  a  few  d a y s  ag o . T h e r e  h ad  

b e e n  6 ,0 0 0  t h r e a t s  a g a in s t  P r e s i d e n t  J o h n so n  a n d  h i s  f a m i ly  - -  m o r e  

th a n  a g a i n s t  a n y  o th e r  P r e s i d e n t .  I  n e v e r  th in k  of i t  w i th  a n y  p e r s o n a l  

r e f e r e n c e  a t  a l l ,  no f e a r  of p e r s o n a l  h a r m  f o r  L y n d o n  o r  f o r  m e .  B u t  

I do  lo o k  w i th  c o n c e r n ,  e v en  f e a r ,  f o r  the  t im e  b e tw e e n  J a n u a r y  20th  

a n d  w h e n e v e r  in  A p r i l  P a t r i c k  r e t u r n s ,  w hen  L u c i  a n d  l i t t l e  L y n  a r e  

Kkxn^ a lo n e  in  th a t  h o u s e  to g e th e r .  I  s h a l l  i n s i s t  th a t  sh e  h a v e  a t  l e a s t  

a  m a i d  o r  a  m e n t o r  l iv in g  w i th  h e r .  W ill th a t  b e  e n o u g h ?  T h a t  l i t t l e  

c h i l d ' s  p i c t u r e  h a s  b e e n  in  th e  p a p e r s  so  m a n y  t im e s  w i th  h i s  g r a n d f a th e r .  

H ow  e a s y  i t  w o u ld  be f o r  s o m e  d e r a n g e d  m in d  to  know  th a t  th e  c r u d e s t  

toaa th in g  th ey  c o u ld  do to  a n y  of u s  w ou ld  b e  to h a r m  th a t  l i t t l e  boy.

We w e n t  u p s t a i r s  a n d  h e a r d  no  m o r e  o f the i n t r u d e r  i f  su ch  th e r e  

w e r e .  B u t w e  h a d  a n o th e r  w o r r y .  L y n d o n  w a s  q u i te  i l l  - -  s i c k  to h is  

s to m a c h .  A s b a d  a s  th a t  n ig h t w h en  the  d o c to r s  d e c id e d  th a t  h e  h a d  to 

h a v e  a  g a l l  b l a d d e r  o p e ra t io n .

F in a l ly  w e w e n t  to b e d  a n d  i t  w a s  n o t  u n t i l  the n e x t  m o r n i n g  th a t  

I  h e a r d  th a t  L iz  too  h a d  b e e n  d e s p e r a t e l y  i l l  w i th  a  s to m a c h  a c h e  - -  th a t  

s h e  h a d  b e e n  ta k e n  to  th e  h o s p i t a l  a n d  o p e r a t e d  o n  a b o u t  1 :00. S om eone  

h a d  c a l l e d  L y n d a  a n d  L u c i .  T h e y  h a d  d e b a te d  w i th  i t  to l e t  m e  know, 

h a d  d e c id e d  th a t  s in c e  d a d d y 's  l ig h t  h a d  ju s t  gone out th a t  th e y  w o u ld n 't  

t e l l  u s  u n t i l  in  the  m o rn in g .
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