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Another eé.rly morning. Breakfast at 7:30, and then reading

over, several times my few remarks to welcome the Board of "Reading

is Fundamental, Margy McNamara is the Chaix;matx and sparkplug .
' and.the reason for me particiéating. ~And this morning at 9:00 there

‘would be a kick-off éession at the Smithsonian,

- Lynda Bird and I left togéther’a little before 9:00. Dillon Ripley

was at the door to meet us, and Margy looking very biright eyed but

very, very thin. We went into one of the at;_tractive rooms of the o

Sm ithsonian, and there were about'ZO péoble; seve'_r‘al publishers f-ﬁ o

"~ a Mr, Vau_ghr; from’ ”Doubleday""‘who said to me, '"We hope we ére‘going

to have the pleasure of publishing 'your diary.' Several educatoré,’
. ) : B . . . . i : gﬂﬁ-‘lk‘!b'{ ’ ) . ‘
representatives of minority groups ~-- Mr. Homenis from his, Whitney

Young from the Urban Coalition. - And Lynda Bird, a member of the ,Board .

representing youth. Someone from the Ford Foundation -- they are

sponsoring the program. Doug Cater who had worked for it in the White

- House,

There Qés-.a, g'r‘.aci._bus;welcoming speech by Dillon. Ax.:1d Afl:h'en.a;t’ N
brief @ovie .shbxnrving wha_t "Reé.ding is Fuqdamental" .h'aa; done hé're- iﬁ _
Was;hin'gtorx --:yextremely w'elll dozlxe -~ featuring tl;rou‘g'ho;..tt # littlé colored
boy na'.n’;ed Gre'gory"'w-ho wasright there with, u;s this mornirig. And thenv

Margy took over, made a hopeful, earnest, presentation of what they

_were trying to do.- And _it_.wa-s time for me to speak.

—
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I mixed about half and half my real feelmgs and the prepared .
words and it turned out rather well. 1 thought I caught a ﬂ1cker of . |
interest from Mr. Vaughn.

Then 'there.was the coffee break, arld I said goodb;}e all areund

- and wished them luck and left. l_noticed.that several members of the’

 Board, among them Bill Mo;}ere. had not come.

1 Was back at the White Hbuse a mae past 10:00 and went

' stralght up to the Treaty Room where Dr. Grover and Gary Ya.rrmgton
' vand Dr. Newland and Ralph Becker were already assembled ‘And a .
B sizeable cont;ngent of press -- cameras, wr1t1ng press. And there

spread out on the table of the Treaty Room and displayed on easels

around the wall were a fabulous collection of political memorabillia going

‘all the way back to a George Washington medallion. There were clay:

pipes from ol Hickory's time and watchfobs from several campaigns,
women's suffrage banners -- I can almost see Daisy Harriman carrying

one -- a torchlight from a torchlight parade, a mo‘/l-ning badge someone had -

- won after Lincoln's assassination. And some original cartoons about

Lincoln that made Herb Lock look like a kindly illustrator of a children's

'book. There were gadgets galore, and it surprisedme how far back

many of our rnoderrl—day campaign ideas go. :
They took a host of plctures before they left, and then we settled

down with coffee and sweet rolls. And Ralph Becker talked to us about
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| pollections aroﬁnd the coﬁntry, \frays to iﬁterest those thé.t had .them,
the v_a.lue of m#king khown to the publié that the Library was in existence,-
and t‘h‘is gift had been m ade; It ;;vould he saia (‘intrigue other collectovrs' _ |
énd'i)e -fol.lowe‘vd;by 'inte.rest;'and qgitie possiﬁly gif'tsi. And vso that éiternéon
and the ne;'xt »da.y‘I was chagrined to se_é hdw litt'le interest there Q_as bn it.
Not so the next évént of my deyxy‘wben‘ I had thanked him, “a;nd it is i-ndeved
the ﬁr st big été? in exﬁibit 'inafei-ié.l along the{wa'y thaf ha.s‘ been gi\;e'n to> , -‘
‘t;h'e Library and ‘Ii was excited and ’g;‘av..teftill to Mr Be'cke'li-.._ |
1 picked up my bbwling ba.‘g, j‘oiriéd vMur‘i\ellar’x.d' Jé,ng 'I\‘/Iusk‘i;e'-downj

on the ground floor and we wa,lked'over to the ‘bowling alleys, preceded

by enough press andvphotogr_a.phebrs to record a Summit Meeting. They

swarmed all up and down the lanes clickipg and xﬁd.flashing and behvindv ,
us leaving j.us't»bé.‘reﬂy' éncugl? roo.m’ .to rc.;>11. 1 I gét a épare the fi_fst time,
and then som ething I've hardly e{rer done --; rolléd two ballélthat‘weqt. in
the .gutte,r for rhy second fram'e-,' ith’ereby caﬁs'ing"me to come up riuvmb_er :
threé:—- M#riél, t};e easy'wivr.mer and’ Jane_M'uskie'né‘xt..ﬁ Me. ob‘ligingj.}y'
but u;xiﬁtgntionaily, in a pdérj,.third. But then the funny. fhing was the wéy'
it was ieporfed t.h_e fxe;ct day_——' ‘ini c.olumris »at:ld.. piétures and néws stb;ies.
Ana obvio.usly I 'hadv(.ivone"myself and the .Libraryi a dis serk‘vice by létting
these two events héf;pen the sam.e day.

 Back upstairs I had a hot dog é.nd Wé.ldérféalad in ‘my'room._ '

'Ar;d‘then at 2;00 I went down to the Libréry for‘my last ah'nu.a.l.'mee'éing
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- with the Natiqnél ieaders of the Future Homemakers of America - -’-I

' 16 fine looking young girls in‘th.eir_m’iddle teeng I thi‘nl_c from all 6ver
the"c'ount'ry.' ' -.I asked thé_m about their projecté, did myvno; too. Suc.:éessful.',
besf to draw -them out in‘c‘onvers‘atio'n. And _thén deli;;ered my little
'.sp‘iel about the L_ibré.rf ahd asked .th_e guide to give them a very sp.eciall
tour >o>£ 'the~_Whit:.e Ho.us'el} | |

Back ﬁpétairs I had a long afternoon to work at my desk with -

. Max_-ilyn' and Ashton and on Béautiﬁcation albums with Cynthia, to get

a bnef rub“?:'a. vc_‘:omb-‘oﬁt. Andtheﬁ a;fte,-»r"cronferri'n.g with Lyndon's; -
Officé -~ it loékéd like he .w}vas. going té be very{late,"uncer'tain. when -~ -
I left With.Ll.lc:i'fOr oﬁ.r dinr;gr_ engagement 4wi‘th Generalband Mrs.
We-stmorelar.uAiT"' | |
i cbulc‘_i‘telell frbm Lyédoﬁ's tone of‘ivoice ovg;r the phpne that he
- was harassed and weary. And i.was more tha"n.e'ver sofry biecv:au‘.s’e I .
‘ had looked f.ofward to this partigﬁlar even'ing.i
e We dro{rve up to Qua?té;s Oné, é,nd there \}vas Kitsy on f}ie éteps
to meet us’. And Wg--lbol;ed v.c.lown belc;w ‘fra'm-ed i:hroughthe trees in the
"vallefweré thé }igh& of W;shington' -'-_én abéolﬁtgly glérious view with " 
the Washir;gtoni Ménﬁmeﬁt‘ 11:5 chief jewel. At ‘first there were only the .
four of ﬁs, aLn;-l theh General and ’Mrs. WhAegljer joined us. Both the
Gengfais were in civilian clothes 1§oking cpric.)usly ﬁnd:essea aﬁd_

defenseless without those uniforms, which do have a charisma for me.
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Do I Be‘loné to a _di'fferent age?
It ‘Qas e:;cactly the sort of 'eVeniﬁg tha.t ‘I h'adv been fxoping for --
' péxfsdnal, ,warm‘, intimate»talk. I've corhe,té have a lot more unde»rstaﬁdinAg
. of Wﬁat thé m.ilitary,pﬁts up With and the w?veé of the fhiiita.ry --v,moveAs,‘_
sepa,x{;'t‘ﬂtién‘s, dys;gqtez;y.  And now the m"o'o‘d that the country isl'in.‘_ VI do not
really:" \;rapt Chuck to{ ésta.y in .a;r;d mé.ke the mfilitary his life's career. ‘But
I”vvzi‘lvl'xl-esAp‘ect >i.tvi‘£he d§é5.~ I rémember Kitsyi_s y'-/‘c'alvrd's!,' "VIt.'s"a_‘ vérS(;
‘speéigi fraféfnitil ,|.' , |
"Lynciqn wa.!s. e}ﬁt‘zferr;ely la'te.. He:;a.‘mebin at 9:00 looking as' tired
as I. gavé ever's‘e‘eh him, ‘a’swc‘jxjni -- vthé.:ﬁ’éht_ témporérily gone out of i;im..' -
He was warm to the company heb W;s in, :even‘ seril':irneinta'l. "He likes Kitsy
: trérhe_ndously. : And he Put his ar1}ns around m z;.nd recited for not the |
firét time the stciﬁ:ly. of how what éﬁe had sayid.to him upvs.ta.irs whén she
was alvguest in the White House -- had béen the final straw in his décision »
to bring ",;the' Genéral back hor'n.e‘._
'_" We 'Qent into dinnér .'in. a dining réém that loqked out otfér f'hel o '
lovelynew Wevhad dove ».a.nd quail ahci a deiicious rum pié. | I‘c;a.t vc}ith. _  g

é.bar.;don, these days. Glued of intimacy pir'evai‘led. We ranged all over the

' WOrLd and up and down several decades from General Mac Arthur to today.

One of the things that Lyndon said in déscribing the mood of the céuntfy
in thes.e past few years was that McNamara, who without doubty had done

many wonderful thi_ixgs in the V.Pe_ntago_n, had nevertheless done the vcoﬁntry L
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a disservice when he to&k‘llthe glitter off the staArs._ | T‘he inﬁ.uence',
- prestige,‘, place in sqc_ievtvy,. of ‘the rhilitary. has curiously Change.d;" LﬁCi |
kept us iaughing by entevri_n.g into fhe conVersétion.‘ AShe is ¥ at home with
“ evérybody, ﬁq matter how exha'\l'ted .a"title.’ |
Earlier before Lyndon‘ ;:ame = She wasi telling how Qhe ‘ha.d é.béut |
m adé up her mind aBout n:ot t\:b‘go on R & R at all if théy didn't getﬁit in
.Oct-qi)er b_e-c;au;sé-she \%/ould ;:vant to ge here fof Lynda Bird's baby. And
sﬁé vx;'ould wa.ﬁt to be here fbr Christmés." - And the‘n. there \&as nof éoint
in géing in Januaty since ﬂe would be home in April... Pa_tric.k.haid ﬁ:itteﬁ ‘
iler back a firm i.r;o -- wle ;fe going when we can get 1t And ‘th;-: Ceneral L
fixed her ’.vvith a stérn eye, a.nd I think 1f I wére a meﬁber of hié’ fafx)ily '
1 would heéd his words. J He said, ""Luci, he's,v right». You go.whenev'er
you.get it | S
| The three of them discussed the Pafis pea;:e talks and th; possible
. next méeting in Hor;olulu 'of. some ,of.. fhe top vrr:aen am'ong thé allies. .It was
close ‘tc'> 12:00 when w e levat‘,"and Lyndon slept 5.11 the w;.y home. Aﬁd as,
- we approached -the~ Wﬁite ﬁouse I néticed thai: we were not going in the :
‘.Sou.thWést Ga_.'tgv as we always did.’ Ir‘xs‘tea.d we went through‘past‘ the EOB
b'ar;d ,aroufld Qnto Pennsyh#ni# Avénue and came Vin‘btl'-ze front entrance. |
I askéd Clint Hiil WBy,. .and hé said, "There has been a penet-ration._ﬁ' What
_doés that ri;ean.‘é The-vala\'.rm went off and someone has gone over the fénée |
: th’ey.t.h'ml;. They are searcﬁing the grounds now ~~- the Sodtlh -Gréﬁnds that

is.
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I thought of a newspaper story Just a few days ago. Ther'e had
been 6, 060 threats agamst Pre51dent Johnson and hlS family -- more
tha.h against any- other'Presivdent". Ilnever thihk of it with any personal_ )
‘reference at all; no fear of personal hahm for Lyndon o:t' for me. But '
I-do ‘look with lcon.cern,‘ etren fear,‘., for the ti.m.e hetweert Januai-;t 20th
’ and whenever v1‘n Apr11 Patrlck returns, when Lum and 11tt1e Lyn are
va:imxg alone in that hoese together. I vshall inslst that she have at least A

a rma1d or a mentor 11v1ng with her. W111 that be enough ? That httle

chlld's p1cture has been m the papers 50 many times with his grand.father.- '

tHow easy it wottld. be for some deranged _mmd.to know that the chuelest
i ithing the‘y hc‘o}uld do to anf of us would be to harm that 'lit_l.:l'e boy !
' W.e‘ went upstairs _andlhea“rd no_more of the iotruder 'if_ such there
, ‘were., But we had another worry. Ly‘ndon.was quite ill -- sick to his
storhach; ‘As bad'as that night v.zhe.n the doctors det:ide'd "that hevha‘d to
have a gall hladder ooeratiohr ' |
) :‘Finally we ‘wenAt_ t.on bed‘ and it was. ,not o.ntil the ne:tt morainé that
I hea;—d‘ tha.t Lie to'o had been tiesperately .ill'wi.th a stomach ache_ -- that |
she had been takeh to the hospital and'oper‘ated on about ‘L»:0.0. Someone
,had'ca.iled Lynda and Luci. They had debated with it to let me know,’
" had decided thatsince-d‘adc.ly's light had just gone out that they woulldn't |

tell us until in the morning. .




