. MEMORANDUM .

. THE WHITE HOUSE’

" WASHINGTON

Monday, October 14, 1968 Page 1

I went in Lynddn's room early. He haci c'ome' in from Tﬁeka,s'
véry'la.te last n’.ight.' I was told it was about 2:00. But thi‘s- time he
did not lopk‘ r'este”d from hlS trip home. In fact I have‘never seen
Inrn look ﬁeé.riy the end of,mn;: his 'reso‘u’rcies - he looked worn am.i. _

» W.érriéci.. H‘e. s;._id some thing like this while he was getting dre.sse'_d: |
: | tiYo;l'know, when we got out of this in Maich I said iit_l.v;ras becausg I
didn't_khéw wl:;ether I cduld m>aké‘- it for .ﬁn§ther four Yeaté or not.
‘ ,Now' 1 don’t know_.‘.\_whéthe.r. I éan make it .througt‘h' ano’the;r. thr'eev‘ in‘o’nths.'v"t . .‘
: And then ixe' iéokéd at irhe as though rea'ch-ix_lg for s'ome c;o'mfort w_ﬁich
I did not have and said, "I may have one of the hardest decisions of
i. all to méke to;iay. "
1 went to the swimming pool and had thirty laps, and then. to :
Jean Louis for. a hair t'reﬂa_.tmer.lt.‘ Zephyr 'sént me a hamburger whic'h-“
1 had undér the dryer aloﬁg with signing le‘tters,k and was back at the
White Housé byr >2:00 to go to theki Linc;olq Sit(ing Réor;rx fér tea with

. Jean Hughes who had been my daddy“s‘nurse in his last long illness --

" a sweet, cheerful brunette, warmhearted and feminine.. She had eased

his days considefébly arid I wanted to expréss my abpreciétioﬁ; She

had -tllaisee friehds with he’r. We had tea aﬁd sweets and rgminfsced bab:out‘ :
'Maréhall énd Karn‘at.:k aqd da&dy. Ar;d then.she handed ;ne some picAtu‘re"s -
the last that wer_é eve rf made of daddy' on a trip whe‘jx_'e shé accompanied

him down into the valley, one of his rarer'reyslxations, "his own search for
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ShangriQIa; I had afranged a tour for them of the rest of the house.

-And Marcia and Sharon came to see me, and we had a session on the

preservation luncheon which I have set my. heart on having shine as one

of rby»best partieé this ’ye;ar.v_ I had a long talk_With Dr. Lbnergan about

Lynda Bird. He's very agile about not being pinned down, but after

 some persistence he said he thought 1t probably would be between the
ZOth and the 26th. He would be ver§ surprised if it Went- into November.
Aqd then I had for tea in the Yellow Oval Room_the officers of.the‘ National

-'Assoéiation of Food Chains -- some 16 or so_cbupl’es representing the big

food companies. One of the officers and host is. my friend Jos‘evph‘ Danzanski

who works very Hard on beautification in Wa shingfon and has landscaped.

_ a‘t' least two of his own Giant f‘ood s.tores ’ciuite ﬁandsomel&. Thislwaé a »
' way for me to. sa:j "thank yﬁu“ to him, an& also hopefully to cgll t:hei
attention, perha.pé’ in press, his fellow présidents of big f‘oovd ché.ips
. with specivfic.bpridel and the interést of Gnvi‘ronment‘; lofv this man who ran '
' »businesses jﬁsfy like their's. 'i.l‘:ﬁ'ade it.ju‘s>t as iaersonél and \'%varm z“ts'I :
' coulld,': an_dAit jx_'.e‘aliy_;wa.s .ei ;rery %Jleé,éant 45 ininl;tes befére 1 étarted them
'off Qn' the rest ‘ofj'the tour. ‘And then w_eﬁt back myself.to l:heWest Hall
~ a little late for a xr;eét.ir;g with.D'r. Gro_\-rer and Sha,ron_“about the Liiaréry f;

- with Dr, Grover to talk about the oral history program and to que in with

Sharon when and how the films are going to be finished, which is becoming

" one of our }najor problems in the Library._-' :
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In the middle of our- ta.lk, the door opened frorn the dining room ‘

-and Lyndon emerged bringing with him Senator .Russell. " Inside, 1 stiffen'ed.
Lyndon summ ooed"me with a.look aod a hearty word I came over and
greeted the Senator, plea.santly, cooly Oddly he took my hand and 7
leaned over arxd kissed it with a ra.ther selfconscwus Word ”Th].s is
something I"picked up in.Europe. "It was s‘trangevbehav»io’r for both of
'u_S.._- For so long he.has been the éuiding star‘in the Senate fo.r Lﬁdon -‘—,.
perhaps.he still irs"'. ‘But I do not any longer share tha.t fee‘l:ing."'v It' 'has ‘oee.n
a one way street for too long’ All the devotion’ and loyalty on Lyndon s |
51de Oddly I fmd it 1mposs:ble to feel M“*“ or pam toward somebody
unless I have m loved them fzrst Lyndon sa1d
”Thank you.for spendmg 50 much tlme w1th me." Is that odd for a. B
Pre51dent to say to a Sx_nator‘t It is the measure of the respect in Wthh
he st111 holds Senator Russell. |

' I'had at least an hour and half session with Dr. Grover. - The lerary,‘— |

the fllms, are consummg 80 much of my last months here, and well worth

it thmk 1 only w1sh I had started harder on the L1bra.ry two years ago. )

And then to the howhng _lanes for. two swift games. And then back upstairs |

- for a coup}.e of hours of desk work, phoning our hiouse, guests first --- |

" Father Schneider and the Trtredells. And in the meantime Jim Cain had -

arrived. I told them that we would love to have them join us for dinner

" if they could hold out until that uncertain hour wheri Lyndon ’arri\‘red.
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I invited them down about £ 9:00, and we had a drink and talk.

’And it was 10:00 when Lyndon came ‘in, bearmg the stram. of the day' on

his face. But he always manages sornehow when he gets out of the

elevator to assume a sort of a Jaunty walk as though he wants to

. reassure those of us who lookmg to him.

He talks about the poverty program ~- espe<:1a11y the HeadStart

‘program -- that he hopes Mr. Truesdell w111 be able to set up for the

commun1ty of Stonewall,‘ extend1ng‘poss1b1y as far as Johpson City.

"And he keeps on trying to draw Father Schneider into it. 1t is really

funny. He hae little knowledge or interes_t in the divisions between -

-7 different churches, and insists on;puttingA them all together. .

As soon as we had finished, and by now it was about a quarter of

eleven, he said, "Well, Iam going to bed early because I want to be

awake at midnight. ! That is when the cables from Saigon come in. So

V whatever was afoot was still afoot and undecided and the tension strung

 out. And the m1rac1e of the day was that 1t wasn‘t already in the headlmes. o

I thought of what Lyndcon had said this mornmg about the story in
the Sunday paper -- McGeorge Bundy, one of the ongmal arch1tects of
U. s. p_ohcy_ in ‘the V1etnamesgwar called yesterday for an unconditional

bombing halt. In a puizled way Lyndon had said, "I wonder what a mao

- like Bundy thinks he gets out of it -- that it affects the course of events,

or he get approbation at his club, or he gets'a little of this stuff off of
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him.'" I suppose he means a little of McGeorge's fd%mer baqking of
the Wér. "I'h_is sf:ateiment had made me saci. - And I.W'Ondered if Fit éould
actualiy‘ affect tﬁé mirl'ds"of negotiato'rs for Hanoi, hold their hands,i
- determine théir décisioné Sy just one..jot bi tiddle.
This {f}eéllﬁ, toin.c.;rr,ow., 'l.ea‘,ve.s the half wé.y mark in the. time t;ha.,t'.
our boy;s vwilv]. be gone. Six months from ‘t.om‘orr'ow.f-' dod willing, Chuék
will come hom éf;:z}nd Patrick will already be here. What a lot of counting

I have done in'thi‘s job. .




