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cTuesda.y, October 15, 1968 ‘ L e . Pagel

It was a grim day for Lyndon. But a satisfying, even fun day for

- me. SC-'un_fair is the divisio_n‘of labor here in this house. I woke ui:} about

6:30 by no choice cf my own. But tension does have a way of spreeding

, 'by osmosis'. v And all day yeste rday I knew somethmg was bu11d1ng up, was.

_ about to happen -- I didn't know exactly when or how A bombmg halt

was in the-ma.kmg. And of the steps that led up to it, I chd not wa.nt to ask

. any questions. '

1 had brea.kfast early -- about [ 30 I read the paper hoﬁing to get o

~ina word Wlth LyndOn, but he was too busy on the phone So.a.fter ehumerable

~ cups of coffee I went to my room and called George Hartzog and later Stew

Udall about the poesiblility of Mar Lago coming into the National Pa‘rk.
‘system. - Then I worked with Sharon on our luncheon and going over the .
' final speech draft, practicing it several times. And with Bess on the -

 seating -- a‘sking' Mr. Biddle and Laurence Rcckefeiler and Mr. DuPont

and'Mrs, Lonngrth to be hosts at the other four tables -- going down to

view the dining room where the very tables themselves were a ehow of
' _history"—‘ - the Lincoln china on one, an incredible Héyes china with the
B hand painted floral and fauna on another -- its centerpiece from Grants'

Administration. The Harrison china, one of my favorites at mine. The

Thomas Jeffereon tureen in the middle. And the Theodore Roosevelt :

china at the table Where Alice Roosevelt chgworth will sit. - And the LBJ

- china at another. And on each table a little card identifying the china on
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through the desert sekrvi‘cev 56 Ehat nﬁy preseirvafior_xiétI friénds .could
' savor it in full. We used the .FDR cfystél -- {fery eleéé.ni: a.nd Seldom‘
uSed'now. | |
And thén upstaifs into my new pink “woql azi.d one laSt’boningl-up
on the ,-guestv list, a.nd‘ then back‘downst;‘tirsv to the Green Room for éict.ures '
With the thfee speakers -- Mr. Leopold Adler of Savanpah, Jc‘)}_mv Ben_'.
Sheééeé:d frvbin Texa's, agc_;L»Carlisle'Hﬁmmfe'lsein from William sbuv.rgv.”_
This lﬁncheon was one 1 had ‘plvamie'dA fox_-‘ my ow‘n'spv'eciai pleaé_uré._
Quite true _the_preservation.' of hist.ovric.vh'orhe's avt_ncAl. sites i.sl‘)ecyém.ivrkig
inc'r.'e;asingly.'an ir‘n.vpof't'ant part of‘our ﬁatio@l.life and 'c".,’ul’tur"e and therefofé
'sorhethiﬁg to be fosteret_i énd wofkéd at by the First vLady..' But for I;his' |
Ap‘articular First Lé.dy if‘s .m.) duty -- it's a pleaéure. And so a lof of fun |
had gone int__o" chvoosing»the gv't.lvest 11;st, aﬁd it wé.s quite impo’ssible.:to get
on everyoné 1 .wvavnted.becvza;xse I did v.vant it t§ be .sn;;allj énéugh so that T
-could talk to 'é&éry{body Which means about 5k0 -- wha.t‘ thé family di'nibrvlg'
© room .WQ);lid;"hbid. , | | |
| o 'Besidgg our s'peék‘ei-s and thé‘ other four whom I had asked to be
' hésts, there‘Wére the .Sté,nléy_ Horns.‘ frérh the. Hermitagé 'é.nd the,Jos'h'H'o_rns
from No'rth Caroliﬁa wheré I i;a.d seen _t'he‘Polik home. .A'nd Mrs. ‘C.freorgAe
Méuricg Morris whose hc.)rr'wve the "Lindor}s.” 1love here. - The intirﬁatg
aréhitect Qho hac_i réstbred'muéh of Society'Hill, Mrf Charles 'Péter.s.on. |

LiVIZ’ Aunt from ASala.do, Mrs, Sterling Robertson, who herself almost .
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“alone has founded the Central Texas Museum there. A contingent from

the Pre'sidenti'al‘libraries ‘besides Dr. Grov_er -- Dr. Elizabeth Drury

from the FDR Library who has been my host on a WOnderfulll:rip through. = . =

And Mr. Jacobs from 'the.Hoorer Librery. And Dr Brooks fro.m’Tru'man'.s.
And Mrs Robert Rob1ns'0n,. almost e dean among.preservatlom'sts,‘ who 1is
' Catre ©
-ﬁghtmg to keep the Vieure Cadre in New Orleans from bemg destroyed
by a freeway ‘And the Curator of Mt. . Vernon, Mr. Wall who fed me
- fresh strawberrles on an ear_ly dewy morning when I was doing that TV v
'show'tout‘there. | Mrs. W’right"'wh'o‘se handiwork is the resforetions of
'Ann;*.pol_is.v ‘.'And.l\/‘Irs.:H_el.en 'Bulloek,. the Editor of tne "éreservatron' ‘
Q'uarterlf”. And a contingent who have work)witn me in one wey. or
another -- Miicired Port'nerwho sornewhere back in the middle 50'5
tnrned Lyndon s office in the d1rect1on of keep1ng papers that were useful
for Archlves. And Dorothy Territo and my own Sharon Frencxs. '
: .The list was 1ndeed neavy with'Texans -- Henderson Shuf.ﬂer,
creator.of the Texas Hall of Cultures for HemxsFalr, headlng the list.
‘But I‘had asked all of them back for a drmk at 6:00 so I would geta real _
: good v1srt7 . | | | S -
 Andat my table I h;aonly one T‘le_xaﬂ‘ -- Wayne Bell, who islth.e |
; archiﬁectural re.storation c'onsnlt.a.nt‘recently transferred from the -
University to the' kSta'te.‘ ‘Others at my te.ble spelied out m’y wonderful’

trips during these years. Mrs. Francis Anderson frorn the dusty, :croWded,
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s0 -colofful little Mark' 'Ij\%rain Museum in Hanaibal » Missouri, Jamés'-
Bear, the Curator of Monticello,' »wher}’el I.,had tak_a‘n all the Cabinet ‘wive.ﬁ '
and we had a déliciou; luncheon in the fomantic setting of “Tho.m'aa ~
Jefferson's oﬁn lawn oveflboking tha University of Viféinia. On my .

' .right was vGorcion. Gray v;rha is Chairman. of t_:ﬁe Natibaal Trust for Historic ‘

Preservation. And I talked to him about our opening of the Wdodrowvw'ilson .

Ahome:ahd about my trip. just this last Suhday out to see Oatlands which is

now in the keeping af the ‘N.aticlmal T’ruat.' And on t};.e other side w‘as.‘
' Walte.r Bienecke of the Nan_ttick_e?Hist.priaTrasé who to.ld me the fascinating
's‘tvokrgr of that little Island that had rea¢heci “iﬂts prime in thej. days of the "
‘\.:.vhaling ships and ;;_va‘s now céming Baak as a very small, selec‘t tﬁquri“st.
resoi"t. Marny has askad rhe ther'e.‘ I hopeA.'aome time I can go.‘ He is‘a
m ember af the Blenecke famalsr that gave the great 11bra.ry at Yale; We_'A
- talked of it and Gordon Bunshaft and the Lyndon Johnson L1brary. |
I did enjpy-it, ‘but I look forward to the time when I shall be guesﬁ ‘
and not ‘ho.stess; f Being carefree is a‘c‘t_a‘nvditilon ?nuch to bei so,t:xght, a.nd: I‘
‘,.thiak.‘prdbably adds ta one;.s; i;nterestvas a dinner pai‘tder. |
| When thé 1an§l;e§n 'ﬁras _o_\}_er -; and it was an excaliant one ;- a
am all cantingent ofypres_s; ladiea fi{leid in. » B.ett'y Beale had been a guest,
And T..om ﬁy Adkins came to cover. Arnxd.I rc;se for my fate. I talke&
briefly abOu‘t 'What ‘fgsto;‘atians meabntx»to me.. A.nd then introducad thé‘i

speakers. Mr. Adler of Savannah told the exCiti'ng,and daring stbry of
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how" they hope to preserve the llO(l historic buildinge they have identified
If.r'om lhe_bulldezer add get tl1em into the hands of pri\rate owners who will
.return‘them .t'o their Jg_l.ory; Tllen John Ben Slr.epperd; alone with all of ue,. »
talléidg practically_without notes and having been ‘Warned by at' least three»
-‘peeple .to lae funny —;- ;was furlny indeed -— almost too funnir. -But v'ne_vervtvhe-less.
he cenve.yed lthe‘fla{'or of all the yeasty tllirlgs b.that are going 'on in Texas.
n0w 1 Tl1en Carli»sle Humnrjelseip,, whom L}.rrldenn-had recedtly appoirxted as '
Ch'airmain of the American Revolution Bieeptendial Cor’nmiésion, gai}e.a
 tl'lurxiab-.nail"ske.t.eh‘ef whatb we hopecorn'munitbiesv witlx historic‘ sites ‘. R
everywhere w111 set as the‘1r targets for our country s 200th b1rthda..y
in 1976 | | |
- And then I invlted everylabdy who would.be inferested to.join eur,
'oWn e Curator, ‘Jirn Ketchdm, in ‘going dp to see.th'e-.' Lincoln Room and .
the Queens' ‘Room and ;hurried past and stood by.r. t}re .door‘ and shoek'lhands
aAs“ever*‘yone Weirt out, Of»codrse the two peeple.l wanted most to have a '
good time the eeople whose apprebatren 1 r;vanted to.earn were Mr. DuPont
a»nd Ahee Roese;relt Longworth And I forgot the main thmg I meant to
vtell her. Had she done that tape ? 1 shall still ask hero I loved getnng
a ghmpse of Laurence Rockefeller and Mary, and thanked them for their -
part_ in obtainlng 'th'e Mad_ison. I} asked them'to stop in front of the o_ne -
that wa.s there now 'eo that rhey could r.ejoic_e' preperly when we saw the

" new one.
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I was back_ﬁpstai'rs' close to 3:30 with a sort of satisfied feeling

" of having accomplished one of the thihgé I had long vvfdnted to do. I got

into a robe and laid down in'the bed, but not to rest -- autographing
Christmas presents, books, pictures -- an interminable list. I called o

» John Walker to ask him to come by and look at Wayne Ingram's painting

g of the Presideh;. _AndLiz in the hbspital.»':' And while I was lying up

there in that poétur;e of queenly ease, Lyndon stuck his head ‘in" the door

‘with Harry M cPherson., His looks rvej'oic‘:ev_d me -- in a bro_{vn suit:, lookixkxg

. rested, confident. "'_My spirits soared. He joked with Harry about me

C L lre‘ad‘ing' a life of such ease, and then werIit back to the office to -begin the .

‘v.next chapter iyn_-Wh'atevelz' wasiunfqlding.' He‘}ia:s‘ such rerharkaﬁle powéfs {
recupération. _Yéétérday.mqrnihg ‘é‘.r‘xd 1ést night he h;l.d léol.ted‘as hea;r thé
-.end of h1s resoux;ces a; I ‘havvve e‘v-er sgen h1m And so sustained by jﬁst
looking at him I went in witih my 6:00 me;atihg with the Texang, réading a
fqr a good tirﬁé. I ha.d a‘s‘ked them to c‘ome ba;ck beeca.us-e, we hé.d had only
a c;hance for a f‘e.w wyords‘z» abt lﬁhc}lxi.‘ ~And I _hop'é in thé Ye.a_rs ahead to be
wc;rkihg with s;gv'ev:.al of .théfn on the project across f“r,om‘ fhé house - t‘h‘e -
little ‘Pa.rk_., én;i. Vrvhaﬁever. e.ls;e- ma.y." u_nfold.
Ihad aslge'd Douglas Hubbard ‘of the: National Park Servicé to joih
us Thesr é.re bworking with Roj('"White to pro&uce an ove ré,ll pl.anb for ;hat
Pa;'k.' And bécauge of Li:_i‘ thoughtfulngsé at tﬁeilast rﬁinq.te, Ihad.ask‘éd

Helene Lindow to be wi'th- us. There were thé Henderson Shufflers and the
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John Ben Shepperds, ‘Mrs, Sterling Robinson, and Mrs. Charles Bybee

and Hazel Ledbetter from my wonderful trip to "Round Top'". And

Dr. Chester Kielman who had done the research on the stone barns at
Johnson City. And Wayne Bell.

. We',a:ll sat down in the Yellow Room, had drinks and everybody

) talked and had a delightful hour' and a half[ ‘Douglas I-Iubbar'd had-brodght :

a hst of suggested exh1b1ts at the little Park, and he and I and Henderson
"and Mrs. Bybee huddled tOgether and talked about the posszblhty of
discovering duphcates among the artlfacts belongmg to the Texas Hall
; qf Cultures -- an old saddle, | a brandmg iron, a cvowboyrr hat from some

cattle drive_ of the 1870's, ‘D‘eli‘cious hor d'oeuvres and drinks came by

and a mellow feeling of fellowship enveloped us all, . And Mrs. Bybee said,

'l'We are so glad you are éeming. back lmw and not like.Albert Thereas or
"Mr, Sam -- in a Box', Ihadn_'t thouvght of it q\ilte that cleerly, bluntly.r, :
" before. ‘ButA ever.ybody, OVef. and over, a.ll..th‘e 'feecans% expfessed
: v»pleasiu'e tl-.z‘a't we are Coming back.

The guests left about 7:30. .~ And then Ihada goo'd visit with Lynda
in hel:' room . She was gomg out to a play I thmk We have been veryr
compazlieneble~for some t1me nosv. I think it was Luci who mad_elne
realize lhat'Lynd_e Blrd needed me -- thal I llad been spending toe much

time on trips and work and hadn't put my first duties first.
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When sf¥e left, I§vent to .the bowiing lanes and piéyed' three rather‘
awfui games ‘;.' a low of ;17. Incr’édible contraLstiv's(ivth my 202 o_fA'Sund.ay'
bhig.ht' -- tw.o fairly good gam_e#, A’nd back upstairs, I made sor;ne ca’.llé,
had a i)rief rub.. rAn‘d‘t.hen at 'IO;QO get;i;lg word‘fr,om' Mary that Lyndon‘
Woﬁld bg over any minute, I calléd o.ur house guests, Father Schnéiaer
ané ngerend a'.n‘thré.' | Truiescliell'. down to have a d:vrinl‘c,wi.t‘h m_e.‘ This xi’s |
‘another of fhe many remarkable tl‘xirigs- Lyﬁ'don‘has' done -- i'nvvitinigill:h‘e‘sei
t.hre‘e: juplheré,. bringing thém béck with him ‘from. Texaé, open'ir'x»g ihe‘_
'. eXcitémeﬁt a;nd the e.xpanding.ho“rlizons‘ of ;his house t§ .h’is neijghbio"rs. Qf'. _-
Stghewdil.- Ht;w often ﬁe hé.s aoﬁe this. And whaé a ’rarige hi.s friends
.COVér;

; I _q-ould tell.;.ti once wﬁén Lyndon_ camevir-x brirging. M;ary Ratl;er,
with h1m that wﬁa't.ever .hzajd ﬁappengd, it had not been'gboci.' He looked |
dead beat and vé,ry Io“}; He pute his arms aroux;d m.e and hugged me, .

‘and thel‘n_‘he put a',n' arrﬁ around each of our house gues{ts in a‘i sort of
Strange and sweet lge.sture of.éiofnéanionsh';p. : And tl;éin rgspohse’: was
8o ea‘.sky a.nd nat\;ré.i." Therev‘wa-s éomethiné 6ddly' toucﬁing é.bbut'it.
He san‘k: 1nto his t_:hé.‘ir'and said to me quietly, "I almo’stvhit a home rﬁﬁ,
bﬁt I ‘strﬁck oﬁ_t. " ' | | | |

Web had a dfink-;gd then.w.ent into dinner about 10:40. It waltsina :
rather solemn meal énd yet 1n every sentence his talI; tﬁrned to youth o

and whét he hoped this parish priest and what this young and enthusiastic - |

e e s et i b T e i piae e a3 amases it mann e G in e ek e e
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Lutheran pastor.v'vovuldA do to get the young pedple of our community,

our County, into an orbit of constructive activity -~ sports, and study, -

and fun, and tr."ips.'
- The_:ré had‘b‘een a 'strar:lge: aura hanging over this day -- a very.
dividé&’ one. Congress adjou:ried'withouf a quorum ignominiously a.nd

~Apollo perfbrm's: gloriously. v A_nd what is happening over there in_.fhe )

W est side, 1 do not knbw, but it is very grinding to judge from the face .

of this ‘one who has participated in it.




