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It w as  a  g r im  day fo r  Lyndon. But a sa tis fy in g , ev en  fun day fo r  

m e .  So u n fa ir  i s  the d iv is ion  of la b o r  h e re  in  this  house .  I  woke up abou t 

6:30 by no cho ice  of m y  own. But tension  does have a  w ay  of sp read in g  

by  o s m o s is .  And a l l  day y e s te rd a y  I knew som eth ing  w as  bu ild ing  up, w as 

abou t to h ap p en  - -  I d id n 't  know e x ac t ly  when o r  how. A bom bing  ha lt  

w as  in the m ak ing . And of the s te p s  tha t le d  up to it ,  I  d id  no t w ant to a s k  

any  q u e s tio n s .

I  h ad  b r e a k f a s t  e a r ly  - -  ab o u t 7 :30. I r e a d  the p a p e r  hoping to  ge t 

in  a  w o rd  w ith  Lyndon, but he w as  too busy  on the phone. So a f te r  e n u m e ra b le  

cups  of coffee  I  w ent to m y  ro o m  and  c a l le d  G eorge  H a r tz o g  and  l a t e r  Stew 

U dall  about the p o s s ib l i l i ty  of M a r  Lago com ing  in to  the  N a tio n a l  P a r k  

s y s te m .  T h en  I w o rk ed  w ith  Sharon  on our luncheon an d  going o v e r  the 

f in a l  sp e e c h  d ra f t ,  p ra c t ic in g  i t  s e v e ra l  t im e s .  And with B e s s  on the 

s e a t in g  - -  a sk in g  M r.  B idd le  and  L a u r ance R o c k e fe l le r  a n d  M r. D uPont 

and  M rs .  L ongw orth  to be h o s ts  a t  the o th e r  fo u r  tab le s  - -  going down to 

v iew  the din ing  room  w h e re  the v e r y  ta b le s  th e m se lv e s  w e r e  a  show of 

h i s to r y  - -  the L in co ln  ch ina  on one, an  in c re d ib le  H ayes  ch in a  w ith  the 

h an d  p a in ted  f lo r a l  an d  fauna on a n o th e r  - -  i ts  c e n te rp ie c e  f ro m  G r a n ts '  

A d m in is t r a t io n .  The H a r r i s o n  ch ina , one of m y  fa v o r i te s  a t  m in e .  T he  

T h o m a s  J e f f e r s o n  tu re e n  in  the m id d le .  And the T h eo d o re  R o o se v e l t  

china a t  the tab le  w h e re  A lice  R o o sev e lt  Longw orth  w il l  s i t .  And the L B J  

ch ina  a t  a n o th e r .  And on ea c h  tab le  a l i t t le  c a r d  identify ing  the ch ina  on
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th ro u g h  the d e s se r t  s e rv ic e  so  that m y  p r e s e r v a t io n i s t  f r ie n d s  could  

s a v o r  i t  in fu ll .  We u se d  the  FDR c r y s t a l  - -  v e ry  e leg an t an d  seldom  

u se d  now.

And then u p s ta i r s  in to  m y  new pink wool and  one l a s t  bon ing-up  

on the g u es t  l i s t ,  and then b a c k  d o w n s ta ir s  to the G re e n  Room  fo r  p ic tu re s  

w ith  the th re e  s p e a k e r s  - -  M r. L eopo ld  A d le r  of Savannah, Jo h n  Ben 

S h ep p e rd  f ro m  T e x a s ,  an d  C a r l i s l e  H u m m e lse in  f ro m  W il l ia m sb u rg .

T h is  luncheon  w as  one I h ad  p lanned  fo r  m y  own s p e c ia l  p le a s u re .  

Q uite  t ru e  the p r e s e r v a t io n  of h i s to r ic  h o m es  and  s i te s  i s  b eco m in g  

in c re a s in g ly  an im p o r ta n t  p a r t  of o u r  n a t io n a l  l ife  and  c u l tu re  and  th e re fo re  

so m e th in g  to be f o s te r e d  and  w o rk ed  a t  by  the F i r s t  Lady. B ut fo r  th is  

p a r t i c u la r  F i r s t  L ad y  i t ' s  no duty  - -  i t ' s  a  p le a s u re .  And so  a  lo t  of fun 

h ad  gone into choosing  the g u es t  l i s t ,  and  i t  w as  quite  im p o s s ib le  to get 

on every o n e  I  w an ted  b e c a u se  I d id  w an t i t  to be  s m a l l  enough so  that I 

could ta lk  to eve ry b o d y  w h ich  m e a n s  about 50 - -  w hat the f a m ily  dining 

ro o m  would hold.

B e s id e s  o u r  s p e a k e r s  and  the o th e r  fo u r  whom I  had  a s k e d  to be 

h o s ts ,  th e re  w e re  the S tan ley  H o rn s  f ro m  the H e rm ita g e  and  the  Josh  H o rn s  

f ro m  N o rth  C a ro l in a  w h ere  I had  seen  the P o lk  hom e. And M rs .  G eorge 

M a u r i c e  M o r r i s  w hose hom e the "L in d o n s"  I love h e r e .  The in t im a te  

a r c h i t e c t  who had  r e s t o r e d  m uch  of Socie ty  H ill,  M r.  C h a r le s  P e te r s o n .

L i z 's Aunt f ro m  Salado, M rs .  S te r l in g  R o b e r tso n ,  who h e r s e l f  a lm o s t  -
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a lone  h a s  founded the C e n t r a l  T e x as  M useum  th e r e .  A co n tin g e n t  from 

the P r e s id e n t i a l  Li b r a r i e s  b e s id e s  D r. G ro v e r  - -  D r .  E l iz a b e th  D ru ry  

f ro m  the FD R L ib r a r y  who has  b een  m y  hos t  on a w onderfu l t r i p  through.

And M r.  Jaco b s  f ro m  the H oover L ib r a r y .  And D r .  B ro o k s  f r o m  T r u m a n 's .  

And M rs .  R o b e r t  R obinson , a lm o s t  a  dean  am ong p r e s e r v a t i o n i s t s ,  who i s  

f igh ting  to  k eep  the V ieu x  C ar r e ' in New O r le a n s  f ro m  b e ing  d e s tro y e d  

by  a  f re e w a y .  And the C u ra to r  of Mt. V ernon, M r. W all, who fe d  me 

f r e s h  s t r a w b e r r i e s  on an  e a r ly  dewy m o rn in g  when I w as  doing th a t  TV 

show out th e r e .  M rs .  W righ t w hose h an d iw o rk  is  the r e s t o r a t i o n s  of 

A nnapo lis .  And M rs .  H elen  B ullock , the E d i to r  of the " P r e s e r v a t i o n  

Qu a r t e r l y " .  And a  con tingen t who have  w orked with  m e  in  one w ay  o r  

a n o th e r  - -  M ild re d  F o r tn e r  who so m e w h e re  b ack  in  the m idd le  '5 0 s 

tu rn e d  L yn d o n 's  office in  the d i r e c t io n  of keep ing  p a p e r s  th a t  w e r e  u sefu l 

fo r  A rc h iv e s .  And D oro thy  T e r r i t o  and  m y own S haron  F r a n c i s .

T he  l i s t  w as indeed  heavy  w ith  T ex an s  - -  H e n d e rso n  Shuffle r ,  

c r e a t o r  of the T ex as  H all  of C u l tu re s  fo r  H e m is F a i r ,  head ing  th e  l i s t .

B u t I  h ad  a s k e d  a l l  of them  b a c k  fo r  a  d r in k  a t  6:00 so  I  w ould  g e t  a  r e a l  

good v is i t .

And a t  m y  tab le  I h ad  only one T ex an  - -  Wayne B ell ,  w ho i s  the 

a r c h i t e c tu r a l  r e s to r a t io n  c o n su ltan t  r e c e n t ly  t r a n s f e r r e d  f ro m  th e  

U n iv e r s i ty  to the S ta te . O th e rs  a t  m y  tab le  sp e l le d  out m y  w o n d e r fu l  

t r i p s  du r in g  th e se  y e a r s .  M rs .  F r a n c i s  A n d erso n  f ro m  the d u s ty ,  c row ded .



c

c

THE WHITE HOUSE
W r A S H I N O T O N

T u e sd a y ,  O c tober  15, 1968 P age  4

MEMORANDUM

so c o lo r fu l  l i t t le  M a rk  Tw ain  M useum  in  H a n n ib a l ,  M is so u r i .  J a m e s  

B e a r ,  the C u r a to r  of M ontice llo , w h e re  I had  tak en  a l l  the C a b in e t  w ives 

and we h ad  a  d e lic io u s  luncheon in  the ro m a n tic  se tt in g  of T h o m a s  

J e f f e r s o n 's  own law n overlook ing  the U n iv e rs i ty  of V irg in ia .  O n m y 

r ig h t  w as  G ordon G ra y  who i s  C h a irm a n  of the N ationa l T r u s t  f o r  H is to r ic  

P r e s e r v a t io n .  And I  ta lk e d  to h im  ab o u t o u r  opening  of th e  W oodrow  W ilson  

h o m e  and  abou t m y  t r ip  ju s t  th is  l a s t  Sunday out to s e e  O a tlan d s  which i s  

now in  the  keeping  of the N ationa l T r u s t .  And on the o ther  s id e  w as  

W a l te r  B ien eck e  of the N an tucke t H is to r ic  T r u s t  who told m e  the  fa sc in a t in g  

s to r y  of tha t l i t t le  I s la n d  th a t  had  r e a c h e d  i ts  p r im e  in  the  days  of the ' 

w ha ling  sh ips  and  w as  now com ing  b a c k  a s  a  v e ry  sm a ll ,  s e le c t  to u r i s t  

r e s o r t .  M arn y  h a s  a s k e d  m e  th e re .  I  hope so m e  tim e  I can  go . He is  a 

m e m b e r  of the B ien eck e  fa m ily  tha t gave the g r e a t  l i b r a r y  a t  Y a le .  We 

ta lk e d  of i t  an d  G ordon  B unshaft and  the Lyndon Johnson  L ib r a r y .

I  d id  enjoy i t ,  but I look  fo rw a r d  to the t im e  w hen I s h a l l  b e  gues t 

an d  not h o s te s s .  B eing  c a r e f r e e  is  a  cond ition  m u c h  to be sough t,  and I 

th in k  p ro b a b ly  ad d s  to  o n e’s i n t e r e s t  a s  a  d in n er  p a r tn e r .

When the luncheon  w as ov e r  - -  and  i t  w as  a n  e x c e l le n t  one  — a  

s m a l l  con tingen t of p r e s s  la d ie s  f i led  in . B e tty  B ea le  h ad  b e e n  a  guest.

And T o m m y  Adkins c a m e  to c o v e r .  And I r o s e  fo r  m y fa te .  I  ta lk e d  

^  b r ie f ly  abou t w hat r e s to r a t io n s  m e a n t  to m e .  A nd then in t ro d u c e d  the

s p e a k e r s .  M r.  A d le r  of Savannah to ld  the exc iting  and  d a r in g  s t o r y  of
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how they  hope to p r e s e r v e  the 1100 h i s to r i c  bu ild ings  they  have id en tif ied  

f ro m  the b u l ld o z e r  and  get them  into the hands of p r iv a te  o w n e rs  who will 

r e t u r n  them  to th e i r  g lo ry .  T h en  John Ben Shepperd , a lone  w ith  a l l  of u s ,  

ta lk ing  p r a c t i c a l ly  w ithout no tes  and having  b e e n  w a rn e d  by a t  l e a s t  th ree  

peop le  to be funny - -  w as  funny indeed  - -  a lm o s t  too funny. B u t n e v e r th e le s s  

he  conveyed  / th e  f la v o r  of a l l  the y e a s ty  th ings th a t  a r e  going on in  Texas, 

now. T h e n  C a r l i s l e  H u m m e lse in ,  whom Lyndon had  r e c e n t ly  appo in ted  a s  

C h a i rm a n  of the A m e r ic a n  R evo lu tion  B ic e n te n n ia l  C o m m is s io n ,  gave a 

th u m b -n a i l  sk e tc h  of w hat we hope c o m m u n it ie s  w ith  h i s to r ic  s i t e s  

e v e ry w h e re  w il l  s e t  a s  th e i r  ta r g e t s  fo r  o u r  c o u n try 's  200th b i r th d a y  

in  1976.

And then  I  in v ited  ev ery b o d y  who would be in te r e s t e d  to jo in  our. 

own tocK C u ra to r ,  J im  K etchum , in  going up to see  the L in co ln  Room  and  

the Q u een s ' Room  and  h u r r i e d  p a s t  an d  s tood  by. the d o o r  and  sh o o k  hands 

a s  ev e ry o n e  w ent out. Of c o u r s e  the two people  I w an ted  m o s t  to  have a 

good t im e  the  peop le  w hose  a p p ro b a tio n  I  w an ted  to e a r n  w e re  M r .  DuPont 

a n d  A lice  R o o se v e l t  Longw orth . And I fo rg o t  the m a in  thing I  m e a n t  to 

t e l l  h e r .  H ad  she done that ta p e ?  I sh a ll  s t i l l  a s k  h e r . I  lo v e d  getting 

a  g l im p se  of L a u r a nce R o c k e fe l le r  an d  M ary , and  thanked them  f o r  th e ir

p a r t  in  ob ta in ing  the M adison . I a s k e d  them  to stop in  f ro n t  of th e  one 

tha t w as  th e r e  now so  that they  could  re jo ic e  p r o p e r ly  w hen we saw  the 

  new one.
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I w as  b ack  u p s ta i r s  c lo se  to 3:30 w ith  a  s o r t  of s a t i s f i e d  feeling  

of hav ing  a c c o m p lish e d  one of the th ings  I had  long w an ted  to do. I  got 

in to  a  ro b e  and  la id  down in the bed, but not to r e s t  - -  au to g ra p h in g  

C h r i s tm a s  p r e s e n t s ,  books, p ic tu r e s  - -  an  in te rm in a b le  l i s t . I  ca lled  

John  W alker  to a s k  h im  to co m e  by and  look a t  Wayne I n g r a m 's  pain ting  

of the P r e s id e n t .  And L iz  in  the h o sp ita l .  And w hile  I w as  ly in g  up 

th e r e  in  th a t  p o s tu re  of queen ly  e a s e ,  Lyndon s tu c k  h is  h ead  in  th e  door 

w ith  H a r r y  M c P h e r s o n .  H is  looks r e jo ic e d  m e - -  in a  b ro w n  s u i t ,  looking 

r e s t e d ,  confiden t.  My s p i r i t s  s o a re d .  He joked  w ith  H a r r y  a b o u t  me 

le a d in g  a  l i f e  of su ch  e a s e ,  a nd then  w ent b a c k  to the o ffice  to b e g in  the 

next c h a p te r  in  w h a tev e r  w as unfolding. He h as  such  r e m a r k a b le  pow ers  of 

r e c u p e ra t io n .  Y e s te r d a y  m o rn in g  a n d  l a s t  n igh t he h ad  looked  a s  n e a r  the 

end of h is  r e s o u r c e s  a s  I  have e v e r  s e e n  h im . And so s u s ta in e d  b y  ju s t  

looking  a t  h im  I  w en t in w ith  m y  6 :00 m e e tin g  w ith  the T e x a n s ,  r e a d in g  

fo r  a  good t im e .  I had  a s k e d  them  to co m e  b a c k  b e c a u s e  we h a d  h a d  only 

a  chance  fo r  a  few  w o rd s  a t  lunch. And I hope in  the y e a r s  a h e a d  to be 

w o rk in g  w ith  s e v e r a l  of them  on the p r o je c t  a c r o s s  f ro m  the h o u s e  - -  the 

l i t t l e  P a r k ,  an d  w h a te v e r  e l s e  m ay  unfold. .

I  h a d  a s k e d  D ouglas H ubbard  of the N ational P a r k  S e rv ic e  to  join 

u s .  T h e y  a r e  w o rk in g  w ith  Roy White to p ro d u ce  a n  o v e ra l l  p la n  fo r  that 

. P a r k .  And b e c a u s e  of L iz 's thoughtfu lness  a t  the l a s t  m in u te ,  I  h a d  a sk ed

H elene  Lindow  to be w ith  u s .  T h e re  w e re  the H e n d e rso n  S h u ffle rs  and the
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John  B en  S h ep p erd s ,  M r s . S te r l in g  R obinson , and  M rs .  C h a r l e s  Bybee 

an d  H aze l L e d b e t te r  f ro m  m y  w o n d erfu l  t r ip  to "Round T op" . And 

D r .  C h e s te r  K ie lm an  who h a d  done the r e s e a r c h  on  the s tone b a r n s  a t  

Jo h n so n  C ity .  And Wayne B e ll .

We a l l  s a t  down in  the Y ellow  Room , had  d r in k s  and  every b o d y  

ta lk e d  a n d  h ad  a  de ligh tfu l h o u r  and  a ha lf .  D ouglas H ubbard  h a d  b rought 

a  l i s t  of su g g e s te d  exh ib its  a t  the l i t t le  P a r k ,  and  he an d  I a n d  H en d erso n  

an d  M rs .  B ybee huddled  to g e th e r  and  ta lk e d  about the p o s s ib i l i t y  of 

d is c o v e r in g  d u p l ic a te s  am ong  the a r t i f a c t s  be longing  to the T e x a s  H all 

of C u l tu re s  - -  a n  o ld  sadd le ,  a  b ran d in g  i ro n ,  a  cowboy h a t  f ro m  som e 

c a t t le  d r iv e  of the  1870s .  D elic ious  h o rs d 'o e u v re s  and  d r in k s  cam e  by 

and  a  m e llo w  fee lin g  of fe l low sh ip  enveloped  u s  a l l .  And M rs .  Bybee sa id ,

"W e  a r e  so g lad  you a r e  com ing  b a c k  now an d  not l ik e  A lb e r t  T h o m as  o r  

M r .  Sam - -  in  a  Box". I  h a d n ' t  thought of i t  qu ite  th a t  c l e a r ly ,  b luntly , 

b e fo re .  But everybody , o v e r  and  o v e r ,  a l l  the T e x an s ,  e x p r e s s e d  

p le a s u re  tha t we a r e  com ing  back .

T he  g u e s ts  le f t  about 7:30. And then I had  a  good v i s i t  w ith  Lynda 

in  h e r  ro o m  . She w as going out to a  p lay  I th ink. We have  b e e n  v e ry  

com pan ionab le  fo r  so m e  tim e now. I think it  w as  L uc i who m a d e  m e i
' ■ I

r e a l i z e  th a t  Lynda B ird  needed  m e  - -  that I had  b een  spend ing  too m uch  •

!
t im e  on t r i p s  a n d  w o rk  and  h a d n 't  put m y  f i r s t  du tie s  f i r s t .  i
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W hen she le f t ,  I w en t to the bowling la n e s  and  p la y e d  th re e  r a th e r  

awful g a m e s  - -  a  low of 77. In c re d ib le  c o n t r a s t  w ith  m y  202 of Sunday 

n igh t - -  two f a i r ly  good g a m e s .  And b a c k  u p s ta i r s ,  I  m ad e  som e c a l ls ,  

had  a  b r i e f  ru b .  And then a t  10:00 getting  w o rd  f ro m  M a ry  tha t Lyndon 

w ould  be o v e r  any  m in u te ,  I  c a l le d  o u r  h ouse  g u e s ts .  F a th e r  Schneider 

and  R e v e re n d  a n d  M rs .  T r u e s d e l l  down to have a  d r in k  w ith  m e .  T h is  is  

a n o th e r  of the m a n y  r e m a rk a b le  th ings  Lyndon h a s  done - -  inv iting  th e se  

th r e e  up  h e r e ,  b r in g in g  them  b ack  w ith  h im  f ro m  T e x a s ,  open ing  the 

e x c i te m e n t  and  the expanding h o r iz o n s  of th is  house to h is  n e ig h b o rs  of 

S tonew all. How often  he  h a s  done th is .  And w hat a  ra n g e  h i s  f r ie n d s  

' co v e r .

I  cou ld  t e l l  a t  once w hen Lyndon c a m e  in  b r inging M a ry  R a th e r  

w ith  h im  th a t  w h a te v e r  h ad  happened , i t  had  not been  good. He looked 

d ead  b e a t  and  v e r y  low. He pu t h is  a r m s  a ro u n d  m e  an d  hugged  m e , 

a n d  then  h e  pu t a n  a r m  a ro u n d  each  of our  h o u se  g u e s ts  in  a  s o r t  of 

s t r a n g e  a n d  sw ee t  g e s tu re  of co m pan ionsh ip .  And th e i r  r e s p o n s e  w as  

so  e a s y  an d  n a tu ra l .  T h e re  w as  so m eth in g  oddly  touching a b o u t  it.

He san k  in to  h is  c h a i r  and  s a id  to m e  qu ie tly , "I a lm o s t  h i t  a  hom e ru n ,  

b u t I s t r u c k  out."

We h a d  a  d r in k  and  then w ent in to  d in n e r  about 10:40. It w as a  

(  r a t h e r  so le m n  m e a l  and  ye t in  e v e ry  sen te n ce  h i s  ta lk  tu rn e d  to youth

a n d  w hat he h oped  th is  p a r i s h  p r i e s t  and  w hat th is  young and  e n th u s ia s t ic
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L u th e ra n  p a s to r  w ould  do to get the young people of our  com m unity ,  

o u r  County, into an  o rb it  of c o n s tru c t iv e  a c t iv i ty  - -  s p o r t s ,  and s tudy, 

an d  fun, an d  t r ip s .

T h e re  h a d  b een  a  s t r a n g e  a u r a  hanging o v e r  th is  day  - -  a  v e ry  

d iv id ed  one. C o n g re s s  ad jo u rn e d  w ithout a  quorum  ig n o m in io u s ly  and  

Apollo  p e r f o r m s  g lo r io u s ly .  And w hat is  happening  o v e r  th e re  in the 

W e s t  s id e ,  I do not know, bu t i t  i s  v e r y  g r ind ing  to judge  fro m  the face  

of th is  one who h as  p a r t ic ip a te d  in  i t .


