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It w as  a day like  so m any  out of m y  own p a s t  - -  a  c a m p a ig n  day.

B ut not o u r s ,  thank  h eav en s .  I le f t  a  c a l l  fo r  7:15. And while I  h ad  

coffee  I w a tch ed  the su c c e ss fu l ,  m ag n if ice n t  end of the Apollo f lig h t .

The c r e w  sa fe ly  down in  the A tlan tic  O cean. Lyndon w a s  on th e  phone 

to the S ituation  R oom . He w ould c a l l  them  a s  soon, a s  h e  could. Jean  

L ou is  c a m e  to give m e a  c o m b -o u t.  He i s  leav ing  fo r  P a r i s  a n d  then 

San F r a n c i s c o  n ex t  w eek . T h e re  a r e  goodbyes on e v e r y  hand. B u t  he 

is  bea tin g  m e  to i t .  H e 's  b een  so  gay and funny, h a s  m ad e  m y  h a i r  

look v a s t ly  m o re  s ty l i s h  - -  a  n ice  p a r t  of th e se  y e a r s  h e r e .

I l e f t  the W hite H ouse abou t 8:15 w ith  S im one. L iz  s t i l l  d o e s  not 

f e e l  l ike  going. S h e 's  wobbly. We b e a t  M u rie l  to the p lane  - -  l in g e re d  

a  few  m in u te s  and  w en t up to g e th e r .  To m y  d is m a y  I  saw  that t h e r e  w e re  

only  two n e w sp a p e r  people  D oro thy  M c C a rd le  an d  a  L IF E  p e r s o n .

M o s t  of the o th e r s  w e re  H u m p h rey  s taff .  And M rs .  W ilbur C ohen  and 

E lv a  O 'B r ie n .  P e r h a p s  she  c o m e s  along to te l l  h e r  h u sb an d  how  ev ery th in g  

i s  going.

On the w ay  down, I r e a d  m y  sp eech  o v e r  s e v e ra l  t im e s ,  a n d  had a 

de ligh tfu l  ta lk  w ith  M rs .  Cohen, and  su ccu m b ed  to ea ting  b r e a k f a s t .  I  am  

gain ing . It i s  a  fight, an d  I am  lo s in g .

M u rie l  looked  v e ry  p re t ty ,  but w e a ry .  She w ro te  out in lo n g  hand 

h e r  sp e e c h  on the w ay  down and  c o n fe r r e d  with B e tty  South m o s t  of the 

w ay , p ro b a b ly  p ra c t ic in g  it.  :
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I h ad  m a d e  a good m an y  c a l ls  about th is  t r ip ,  s t i r r i n g  u p  f r ien d s  

to buy t ic k e ts ,  inv iting  som e who co u ld n 't  p o ss ib ly  a f fo rd  to buy  a  ticket 

l ik e  Je w e ll M a le ch ek  and  B e tty  W ein h e im er  and  J e s s i e  H u n te r ,  a n d  ask in g  

W e e ze D eathe to in v ite  H elen  F a l le y  and  C e c il le  M a r s h a l .

R a in  h a d  b een  p re d ic te d ,  an d  so I  w as  r e l ie v e d  when we pu lled  

up to the a i r p o r t  abou t 11:30 to s l ig h t ly  o v e r c a s t  sk ie s  bu t not r a i n .

And th e re  w e re  gay b an d s ,  c o s tu m e d  e n te r t a in e r s ,  and  a  p r e t ty  s ize ab le  

c ro w d , and  a w e lco m in g  c o m m it te e  h ead ed  by  N ellie  Connally , O pal 

Y arb o ro u g h ,  M ay o r  and  M r s .  Aiken, L t.  G o v e rn o r - to -b e  an d  M r s .

( • B en  B a r n e s ,  E m m a  Long, the Roy B a r a r a s ,  L iz 's Aunt - -  M rs .  R o b e r tso n

r—- f ro m  Salado.

I  had  a  tw o-w ay  p r o p r i e t a r y  fee ling  about b r in g in g  M u r ie l ,  m y 

f r ie n d ,  to A us tin ,  m y hom e town. The m ood w as m e r r y ,  no isy , f r ien d ly .  

I  h e a v e d  a  s igh  of r e l ie f ,  took M u r ie l 's  a r m  and  fo rw a rd  we c h a rg e d ,  

c la sp in g  two d a r l in g  l i t t le  nose  gays th a t  N ellie  had  g iven  us in  l i e u  of 

yellow  r o s e s .  C ac tu s  w as  th e r e  a s  m a s t e r  of c e r e m o n ie s ,  a n d  J a k e  as  

g e n e ra l  d i r e c to r  of w hat ev e ry b o d y  should  do next, although f re q u e n t ly  

h e  got d iv e r te d  by  h is  own n eed s .

We a c c e p te d  a  c h e e se  and  a  coffee cake f ro m  a  Sw edish d e leg a tio n , 

w a tch ed  the l i t t le  C ze ch  g i r l s  f ro m  P r a h a  do a  dance  in th e i r  c o s tu m e s .

^  M u r i e l  is  g r e a t  w ith  c h i ld re n .  T hen  l i s te n e d  to a b a r b e r  shop q u a r t e t  - -

^  " l a d i e s " - -  s in g  a  couple  of l iv e ly  n u m b e rs .  And then the C am p  G a ry
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Job C o rp s  boys b ro u g h t  t e a r s  to m y  ey es  w ith  "God B le s s  A m e r ic a " .

And of c o u r s e  th e r e  w as a G e rm a n  " u m -p a "  band - -  the " F is h  A ll  F ive" .

C a c tu s  le d  us  to the m ic ro p h o n e  and  in tro d u c e d  m e an d  I  in tro d u ce d  

M u r i e l  - -  ju s t  a  sen te n c e  o r  two each , com batting  so m e  d e p a r t in g  p lan es .  

And then  to the fence . T h is  l i t t l e  r i tu a l  n e v e r  lo s e s  i t s  f a sc in a t io n  fo r  

m e .  I t r y  to put a  knot in to  it  a n d  b r in g  to them  the sam e  w a r m th  and 

in t e r e s t  they  b r in g  to m e .  I m u s t  say  th is  t im e  this y e a r  th e r e  i s  a  

d i f fe re n c e  - -  a  m o s t  c o m fo r ta b le  d if fe ren ce .  I am  so glad th a t  w e  a r e  

not the  c an d id a te .  And I  w as  a l s o  v e ry  g lad  tha t  o u r  hom e fo lk s  w ere  

tu rn in g  ou t fo r  M u rie l .

We p i le d  in to  c a r s  and  d rove  to the T e r r a c e  M o to r  H o t e l  - -  hugged 

L u c i  a t  the do o r ,  w en t in  fo r  a  few m in u te s  r e s t  - -  N ellie  h ad  a l r e a d y  

b e a te n  us th e r e ,  and  c o n g ra tu la te d  h e r  on being  a  g ra n d m o th e r .  Sharon  

h a d  had  a  baby g i r l  - -  A m y - -  ju s t  the day b e fo re .  And then i t  w as  time 

to go in  fo r  the luncheon .

The H a ll  w as  c row ded . Som ebody told m e  th e re  w e re  1297 people 

in  a  H a ll  tha t  s e a te d  1300. M u r ie l  and  I w alked  in  p a s t  a  s e a  o f f a m il ia r  

f a c e s  an d  took o u r  s e a t s  a t  t h e  h ead  tab le  w h e re  m ira c u lo u s ly  O pal 

Y arb o ro u g h  w as  on M u r ie l 's  r ig h t  and  N ellie  C onnally  was on m y  left,  . 

a n d  the w ife  of the new G o v ern o r,  M rs .  P r e s to n  Sm ith , and M av is  H eathe 

an d  M r s .  H a r r y  A iken and  M rs .  R o land  Boyd and  L iz  Odom w ho had  

b e e n  c h a i r m a n  of the whole thing and M rs .  Bob S tra u s s ,  an d  o u r  old
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f r ie n d ,  the R e v e re n d  John B a rk le y  gave the invocation , I w h i s p e re d  

to  M u r ie l  th a t  he  had  given a  p r a y e r  a t  the In a u g u ra l  in  '65.

C a c tu s  w as  m a s t e r  of c e r e m o n ie s .  Lunch w as  de lic iou s  and  

h e a r ty  an d  a l s o  f a s t .  In fa c t  the d e s se r t  w as  sn a tc h e d  aw ay  f ro m  u s  b e fo re  

I  had  h a d  a b i te .  Funny  how h ungry  I  a lw ays  am  a t  th e se  th ings .

T h e re  w as  a  c o n s ta n t  c ro w d  of a u to g ra p h  s e e k e r s ,  an d  th ro u g h  

the ro o m  I cou ld  see  m an y  old f r ie n d s  - -  M rs .  E d  C ape , G e o rg ia  

L a s c h in g e r ,  M rs .  Sam F o r e .  It w as  a  good f a c s im i le  of m any , m a n y  

d ay s  th a t  h ad  gone b e fo re .  And I w as  re l is h in g  it.  And once m o r e  in a  

qu ite  d if fe re n t  w ay  than  if  Lyndon h a d  b e e n  the p r in c ip a l .

A f te r  d e s se r t ,  I  m ad e  m y  b r ie f ,  a ffec tio n a te ,  in tro d u c t io n  of 

M u r i e l  w ith  a  few  su b s tan tiv e  po in ts  about h e r  cand ida te  an d  m in e .  And 

th en  M u r ie l  spoke on the w o rd s  she  h ad  w r i t te n  out on the w ay  dow n on 

the p lane  - -  s im p ly , w a rm ly ,  e a s i ly .  She e s ta b l i s h e s  a good r a p p o r t  : 

b e tw e e n  h e r s e l f  a n d  h e r  a u d ien ces .  And she looked lovely . And I  think 

she  h a s  b e e n  a  g r e a t  p lu s  e v e ry  s te p  of th is  way. She is  a  w o m a n 's  

w o m a n  w ith  a  d a s h  of g in g e r /  tha t  I  th ink  m u s t  ap p ea l  to the m e n .

; A nd then  the  s ty le  show - -  "A lex is ,  We Love You” - - b e g a n .  . 

S c o o te r  M il le r  w as  one of the c o m m e n ta to rs .  And th e re  w e re  the  s t a r s  

I  h a d  se e n  b e fo re ,  beginning  w ith  Jane  F r e e m a n  - -  the f i r s t  volun t e e r .

A nd B e s s  a s  Dolly M adison , A nd Jane  W irtz  a s  M rs .  O s c a r  U nderw ood  . 

■ in  a  d r e s s  of the ' 2 0 s .  She w as  a b so lu te ly  the s t a r  of the show. And
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of c o u r s e  som e of our lo c a l  p o l i t ic a l  w ives  h a d  been  u sed ;  B e r y l  P ick le ,

M r s .  B en  B a r n e s  and M rs .  Roy B a r e r a  - -  the a c c e n t  is  now on e thn ic  

g ro u p s .  A nd M rs .  L loyd B e n tsen, f a r  too p r e t ty  to p lay  E le a n o r  R o o se v e l t  - -  

a  good a c t r e s s  bu t h e r  b e a u ty  got be tw een  m e a n d  the p a r t .  And th e n  a t  

the end, the two b r id e s  of the Johnson  A d m in is tra t io n  - -  Luci, p la y e d  

w ith  v e rv e  an d  w a rm th  by H e len e . And Lynda p layed  w ith  d ig n ity  an d  

a  b i t  too m u ch  c o o ln e ss  by C a ro ly n  K ellum  C u r t i s .  How d id  she  e v e r  

get in to  tha t s iz e  8 c o s tu m e .  And the v o lu n te e r s  of 1968 g a th e r in g  to g e th e r  

a s  they  h ad  in  W ash in g to n  - -  a l l  the s t r a i n s  of our population  --

M rs .  A n d e rso n  fo r  the N e g ro e s ;  M rs .  B e la ja  - -  s h e 's  a  L e b a n e s e .  And 

the Swede out of T e x a s  w ith  an  u n p ro n o u n ceab le  nam e - -  s o m e th in g  like 

" B r e s k iw i tz "  - -  I  g u ess  i t ' s  P o l ish .  And M rs .  T annagooch i fo r  th e  

O r ie n ta l s .  And a l l  the r e s t  of us  A nglos. And fina lly , the  r  v e r y  end - -  

o r  so it h ad  b e e n  in  W ashington  - -  s ta tu e sq u e  a n d  b eau tifu l  M a r io n  W atson 

in  the gown th a t  she  w ould w e a r  to the In au g u ra l  B a ll  of 1969. A nd I  was 

ju s t  abou t to c lap  an d  r i s e  and  c o m p lim en t o u r se lv e s  on a  s u c c e s s fu l  

luncheon  w hen th e re  w as  a  ru ff le  of d ru m s  and  out w alked  the y o u n g es t  

v o lu n te e r  of 1968 and  a  p o s s ib le  P r e s id e n t i a l  can d ida te  of the

y e a r  2001 - -  P a t r i c k  Lyndon N ugent in a  s h i r t  m ade  f ro m  a  H u m p h re y  

s c a r f ,  w aving  a  flag , w alking s tu rd i ly  the fu ll leng th  of th e  p la t fo rm  

an d  h am m in g  i t  up while the au d ien ce  - -  m any  of whom a r e  g r a n d m o th e rs  - -  

' c h e e r e d  lu s t i ly .  And L uc i w alked  a long, so m e t im e s  b eh ind  h im , s o m e t im e s
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hold ing  h is  hand, b e a m in g  w ith  p r id e .

On the w ay out I in tro d u c e d  H elen an d  C ec il le  to M u r ie l  a n d  m y 

o ld  f r ie n d  Betty Long. And hugged a n d  thanked L iz .  I  a m  s u re  t h e r e  

w e r e  so  m a n y  peop le  a l l  o v e r  th a t  ro o m  tha t I w ould h av e  s p e n t  h o u rs  

w ith . B ut we d ro v e  aw ay qu ick ly  to c a tc h  our  p lane , going out o f  our 

w ay  only long enough to go by the L B J  L ib r a r y  s ite  w h e re  the g r e a t  

c e m e n t  s u p p o r ts  a r e  r i s in g  h ig h  in  th e  a i r .  I t ' s r e a l ly  going to  dom ina te  

the la n d sc a p e .

And a t  3:30, B e s s  and  S im one and  M a rc ia  and  L e n o ra  a n d  Bob 

K nudsen  an d  I  w e r e  a b o a rd  - -  I  r e g re t t in g  a s  we rode  a long  th a t  I  h ad n 't  

taken  a  few  m o r e  m in u te s  to d r iv e  by  the downtown s igh t,  the o ld  P o s t  O ffice , 

on W e s t  Sixth, th a t  I  h e a r  h as  b een  n am ed  fo r  m e and  w il l  have a  tiny 

v e s t  p o c k e t  p a r k  a long  s ide .

A s we d ro p p ed  in to  the D allas  a i r f i e ld ,  we all. saw  s im u lta n e o u s ly  

. so m e  s ig n s  th a t  s a s  s a id  "W elcom e H ubbie" and  then a  c lu s te r  of people.

A nd a s  the p lan e  p u l le d  to a  h a l t ,  a  p la t fo rm  on w hich  th e re  w e r e  f ig u res  

g e s tu r in g  — an d  B e s s  r e a c te d  f i r s t  a n d  sa id ,  " T h a t 's  H u b e r t  H u m p h re y  - -  

i t ' s  a  a i r p o r t  r a l l y .  L e t ' s  go o v e r ." E v e ry b o d y  s a id  a lm o s t  a t  once,

"A ll  r ig h t ,  l e t ' s " .  The p lane  c a m e  to a  h a lt ,  an d  th e r e  a t  the fo o t  of the 

r a m p  w as none o th e r  than m y  f o r m e r  Vice P r e s id e n t

.....I ■
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And th e re  a t  the foot of the r a m p  w as  m y  Vice P r e s id e n t  in  c h a r g e  of 

e v e ry th in g  in  t im e s  gone by, W a r re n  W oodward. And I sa id ,  " W a rre n ,  

we w an t to go o v e r  an d  w ave a t  the V ice P r e s id e n t . "

B e s s  an d  one of the S e c re t  S e rv ic e  m e n  jum ped  in to  a  j e e p  

an d  w ent o v e r  to l e t  them  know th a t  we w e re  com ing . We p i le d  in to  

a n o th e r  je e p  a l l  on top of ea c h  o th e r .  And so  u n c e re m o n io u s ly  

a r r i v e d  a t  the p la tfo rm  ju s t  a  few m o m en ta  b e fo re  the r a l ly  w a s  

abou t to b r e a k  up.

H u b e r t  w as  f in ish ing  h is  sp eech .  I m o u n ted  the p la t fo rm ,  

hugged  h im , shook  hands  with R alph  and  John C onnally  s ide  by s id e  

and  an  a s s o r t m e n t  of th re e  o r  fou r  T e x as  C o n g re s s m e n  - -  Bob P o a g e ,  

C ab e ll  of D a l la s .  And som eone  u s h e r e d  m e to the m ic ro p h o n e  a n d  

I  s a id  ju s t  two o r  th re e  se n te n c e s  - -  v e r y  w ell  s a t i s f ie d  w ith  th e  way 

they  c a m e  out. And then th e re  w e re  hugs a l l  a ro u n d ,  and. we w e r e  

w h isk e d  b a c k  in to  the jeep  an d  the c ro w d  m e l te d  aw ay.

The nex t day  I  w as  a s to n is h e d  to h e a r  tha t  so m e  c o m m e n ta to r  

d e s c r ib e d  i t  a s  o u r  " th in le s s  c o n tr iv e d  s u r p r i s e  a r r i v a l " . S u r p r i s e  is  

r ig h t  - -  th a t  is  f o r  a l l  the p r in c ip a l  c h a r a c t e r s .  C o n tr iv e d  i t  w a s  not.

We w en t in to  W o o d y 's  office and  h ad  a  7 -Up and  a  b ite ,  w aved  

a t  M ollie  T h o r n b e r ry  whom he h a s  h i re d .  We ta lk ed  to h im  a b o u t  

L ynda  B ird .  And, then got a b o a rd  a n  A m e r ic a n  f ligh t f o r  W ash ing ton . 

J ak e  J a c o b se n  I found w as going a long w ith  u s .  And a s  I w a lk e d  down
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th e  ais le  th ro u g h  the F i r s t  C la s s  I saw  D r. H a c k e rm a n .  ,

We w en t on b ack  to the T o u r is t ,  and  Jake  c a m e  b ack  an d  s a t  

w ith  m e  fo r  a b o u t  tw o - th i rd s  of the r id e  w hile  we had  d in n e r .  A nd we 

ta lk e d  of the L ib r a r y ,  the U n iv e rs i ty .  He does not th ink G o v e rn o r  

S m i th  w ill  rea p p o in t  F r a n k  E rw in  and  c e r ta in ly  not Ruth  C a r t e r  

Johnson . W hat a  gap tha t w il l  leav e  on the B o a rd  of R eg e n ts  f o r  u s .

He s a id  he  thought L yn d o n 's  r e e n t r y  in to  p r iv a te  life  would n e c e s s a r i l y  

be  qu ite  d iff icu lt .  But he - -  Jak e  - - i s  going to t ry  to help  i t  b y  asking  

h im  to com e to m e e t in g s  of b u s in e s s m e n  in A ustin .  He say s  y o u 'r e  

r e a l  n eed  w i l l  be  to f ind  som ebody  s m a r t  enough to ta lk  to.

So a t  the c lo se  of the t r ip  I a s k e d  h im  to b r in g  Dr. H a c k e rm a n  

b ack .  And then we sp en t a  v e r y  p le a sa n t  t im e ta lk ing  abou t the 

U n iv e r s i ty  w hich  fo r  m e  is  s t i l l  sp e l le d  in  c a p i ta ls .  He s a id  th ey  

w e r e  ska ting  o v e r  the th in  ic e  of a co n s ta n t  e ru p tio n  of s tu d en t d iss id e n c e  

s p a rk e d  by D r.  C a ro l in e .  But he  fe l t  th e re  w as  a  s tr a n g e  new  m ood 

on the p a r t  of the n e w e s t  c la s s  of f r e s h m e n  ju s t  e n te re d  - -  a  m o o d  of 

a sk in g  fo r  the a d m in i s t r a to r s  to a d m in is t r a te .  If they  w e re  in  c h a rg e ,  

take  c h a rg e .  I t  w as  only so m e  s ix  w eeks  along, bu t he had  b e e n  

m e e t in g  w ith  them  e v e ry  day  in  g roups  of f ro m  five to fifty , a n d  he 

f e l t  he s e n s e d  such  a  mood.

I  d id  not a p p ro a c h  the su b jec t  of the School of P u b lic  S e rv ic e .  

F in a l ly  a t  l a s t  he did. He w as  d isap p o in ted  he s a id  in  the s lo w n e ss  with
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w hich  the C o m m itte e  h a s  w o rk ed  in  finding a  D ean . And he w a s  s o r r y  

tha t  they  h ad  tu rn e d  down W alt R ostow , w hose c r e d e n t ia l s  he thought 

w e r e  above r e p ro a c h .

He to ld  m e  b e fo re  the  w eek  w as  o v er  they  w ould d e te r m in e  

w h e th e r  they w an ted  to inv ite  W alt to p a r t ic ip a te  a s  a  P r o f e s s o r .

T h is  w as  new s to m e  - -  exc iting  and  r a t h e r  f r ig h ten in g .  I  hope they 

w il l  in v ite  h im  and  he w ill  a c c e p t .  He is  a  v e r y  im p o r ta n t  p a r t  of 

o u r  fu tu re  I th ink  a s  h e  h a s  b een  of the l a s t  five y e a r s  h e r e .

He a l s o  s a id  tha t a p p a re n t ly  the C o m m ittee  w as  d e te r m in e d  

to f ind  so m eb o d y  w ith  a  m o r e  a c a d e m ic  ben t and  w as  l e s s  i n t e r e s t e d  

in  people  who h ad  h a d  a c tu a l  e x p e r ie n c e  in  public  s e rv ic e .

T hen  he w ent on to say  th a t  a f t e r  the e lec t io n  w ould th o se  who 

had  b een  in  public  s e r v ic e  be m o r e  in te r e s te d ,  m o re  re c e p t iv e  to 

c o n s id e r in g  the job a s  Dean. I po in ted  out to h im  tha t two peo p le  - -  

and  I  thought v e r y  sp len d id  people  of c o n s id e ra b le  a c h ie v e m e n t  - -  

S e c r e t a r y  of A g r ic u l tu re  F r e e m a n  and  S en a to r  M cGee - -  had  b e e n  

su g g e s te d  a n d  h ad  no t b een  a p p ro v e d  by  th is  C o m m ittee .

We a r r i v e d  a t  F r ie n d s h ip  a f te r  d is c u s s io n s  an d  no c o n c lu s io n s ,  

bu t leav in g  m e anx ious  to find  out w hat the end of the w eek  w ould  b r in g  

in  r e g a r d  to the in v i t in g  wa lk  to p a r t ic ip a te  a t  the U n iv e rs i ty .

^  1 d ro v e  in  f ro m  F r ie n d s h ip ,  a r r iv in g  a t  the White H ouse  a  l i t t le

MEMORANDUM
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{ p a s t  9:00 - -  a  co m p le te  round  t r ip  to T e x a s  - -  a  v e ry  fu ll  and  I  be lieve
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r e a s o n a b ly  s u c c e s s fu l  day. And I w alked  into the dining room  to f in d  

Lyndon hav ing  d in n e r ,  and  Lynda s it t ing  by  h im , and  gave h im  a   

g ra p h ic  r e c i t a l  of h is  g ra n d s o n 's  w alk ing  aw ay with the show.

And then  C hief  Dunn gave m e a  ru b  and  I  w ent to bed  b e fo re  

m id n ig h t .

It  had  b e e n  a  r e a l ly  p ro d u c tiv e  day  I thought, a n d  I w a s  p r o u d  

of the w ay  m y  hom e town - -  m y  State - -  had  w e lco m ed  M u r ie l  a n d  

H u b e r t .  And I took s a t i s fa c t io n  in  w h a t  Woody and  a l s o  Ja k e  had  

to ld  m e  w hile  we w a ited  fo r  the p lane in  D a lla s  in  W oody's o ffice, 

t h ey thought th e r e  w as  a  good chance  tha t  H u b e r t  m ig h t  c a r r y  T e x a s  ■ 

a  v e r y  d i f f e re n t  p ic tu re  f ro m  w hat i t  h a d  b een  two w eeks  ago.


