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I was up eafly -~ about 7:30 -~ énd h;d; breakfast with Lyhddn,.'
Worked én mj% speech for todé;y‘s lunchebn, wenﬁ to Mr Per'é. shopv
\&i;}; my c‘Onstant compar.lior;, my s:traw bag, full of ietters tb ‘sigln‘
"kagd‘.th;g.l.gnch‘eor.:t- program of the American Aééociatioﬁ of Nurserymen,
B _ésﬁpe.:ciall_y: the. picturénsv'.- of today‘s a'.wa‘r‘d winners.- Bank's. gnd insubrance
cémpaniés - t.‘hat you wéﬁld expect. But a‘. truck drive-in ;.':afe a_;hc_i
two filling statiéns -- that'é something 6f Ia triumph. An interest ip
be.f.ter’lsusir‘xeshs’ sﬁrrouhdipgs is. spreé.dihg.
I like to ir;'lmei'sé misélf in thé subject matter of a meét.:ing
v."t.ivefore‘ Igoto 1t -- ‘the-a_iinrs"of the 6rga_.nizatidn, the a_..ward‘v&inners_
if an}.r.,r the guest list,v the head tabie, the scér}ario é.s weicali it.

'And so close to 12:30With Marcia (Liz ig still sick): I drove

. to the Statler Hilton and was soon in the midst of a congenial group

 that I have worked with much of th‘ése last four years. Of course the |
hos"t of the organization, Mr. Shadow and Mr. Letterer. And then
City C}_ouhc;_ilrria!n;t Jo}m Hechinger and his wife, ‘June. And Mary -

'Lé.skér and Dr. Grovner. Councilw‘oman.Polly Shackletori and Stew',v

Udall. Walter Washmgton was gomg to Jom us later -- his thn-d

luncheon for the da.y

And in the familiar line formation we walked into the Ball Room

- of ’the Statler Hilto:;; fixed more beaﬁtifully than I ever rem‘e'mber it ~-

 barks of gre'enery,’ mounds of red roses, actual trees about 12 feet tall
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flanking the head table. It was really quite stunning.

They had asked Biil Baxter to give the invocation. I haven't

seen h1rn 'in.ages, and he has grown a mousiache_. He is today's

minister alright ‘--'- no longer at.St. Mark's, not even at the Peace

- Corps. But somewhere in the Government in the poverty program.

I had the pleasui’e of being early on the progfam which always

: makes it poss1b1e for me to really en30y the rest of it -~ a brief speech S |

congratulatmg all the aw_a.;d wmne.r_sk. And then a hope expressed that
tﬁe:most progressive businessmeﬁ end 1magma.t:1ye plagners would
tu_fn their eye‘s:'toward’ i:we of tvh’efbig blets on teday‘s landscape --
shopping ceﬂtere and the u;:ban fz;inge. | |

And then came t.he big ev.ent -- l:he hendieg out of the awards --
some 16 -~ each amply recorded by photograpiaers and spread all |
across the United States from Massachusetts to Oklahoma C1ty to
California (no surprise that j;'s heayiiy loaded with Californians‘).

' The best news of the day to me was from Mr‘.b Letterer that.

they had three times. as r'n-an_y" entrants this year as they had had a

few _yeé.rs ago.|

. And the?_,- ‘j‘ust as 1 thought it was ov'erkand’ was gaéhering up. |

my gloves and purse to.rise and debart, Mr. Leverett rose for what

turned out to be a sort of major speech of the day -- a tribute to me -~

: glowiﬁg,'_sweet, dear, But it makes me feel rather like I'm present
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at my c;tm funefai; and I arﬁ not a bit ready to cooperate.' I li‘ke“
the sentiment but I do;z't want the show unless it fﬁels some further
» activity..
It was over by 2>:30, ‘a.:;d I rgturﬁed -to" vtime. White House. vAnd
at3 :@-"b'egaﬁ-.a meetiné in the West Hall with Dorothy and Dr. Grover
‘»':'a’nd ‘Dr;_iéhgées on the LibrarY‘., Mvo‘re. and rp‘olre .these days the ’Lvi.br’a.ry
*is; devourmgmy hoﬁrs. It has fnore str‘a'ﬁdsv_'thanv'tﬁe ‘hair §n my head --
more thiﬁgs to vpqu;sue. I Will be bso'glla.d whén Dr. Newlanvd. i.s.w.it}';'us
full timé. | |
( v ‘, o But the burden of t’odavyfs“meetingv was to try to catéh up on:
some knéwledg’e of Just who in' the Administratioﬁ -~ from thg Cé.b.ine't '-
thr’oﬁgh the' Coﬁngre‘ss, Ambaséé.dors -~ thé whole range of people --
haa ’acceptedkthe ir‘wité,tiovn of ihe AfchiVisi to leave-th.eir papérs.to ‘
the Johnéoﬁ ‘Libfary. We wén; over all thé lists begir;ning with the |
Cabinet. I was ‘grati.fied‘by ime;my - disappointed by some. 'Espe‘ciallly '
.plea”s_eid by Claﬁfk Ciiffordé - érémpt' and cfléar—cut; decision to .givé his
pa;;e;-s that re.l'a;:eld to the periéé of ;hé Johnsén Adminiétration.
A half ,a:l d.‘éz_e.n"okr’ ’éoﬂ we ‘marked fo? 'f1;)e to c‘alxll'.: Formgr Seé;etary
LuthervI;Iodges‘ﬂ;fv Commefce' a;nd HEW Sécreté.#y lAnthoiny _Célebreé.ze.
| 'i"he meétiné l:;sted ﬁea'rly three hours and wasAnot over until
( o c1§s¢ to 6':00. I: néticed Lynda wandering t_}gxro.ugh the room as thdugh

/7 .7 she had something to say to me. ‘_,Ahd Warrie Lynn was wi'th’ her, And'_
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as soon as my group left, I turrl_ed to Lynda and said, "Honey, What

time is it?" She looked at something in her hand and gave me an

answer oddly that was in s'econde. " And s‘uddenly I r‘ealized that the

thmg that she had in her hand was a stopwatch and tha.t she must be ‘

counting pains. I was flooded with gullt that I should have had my

mind anywhere else. I sard, ,"Honey, have you called the doctor ?f'
Yes,v he woo.ld he here prettyi eoon. ‘I.talkedto Mike.How'a.rd.‘. He -
wouid haveA the car etandtng by. We woultl probably go in two.of.
therr:I ' «Lynda has he.d her'_ suitcase‘ paclted"for aaye; |

Lum was everywhere at once -- ‘the most in charge of anybody,
dissent1lat1r1_é with exc1tement Dr Lonergan vca.me a httle past 6:00
with a oe.lmingl influence ‘ancvl ,a..bit of humor. He's been just ri.ght for
Lynda -- a corhpetent professionﬁﬂet.ached‘ physician.. Arxd jet to him
Lynda h‘as'. become an individhal ~not'just.a case. | And the'y are good.

friends now. No trouble at all that she is the daughter of the PreS1dent.

-+ I think humor has helped on both S1des

| ‘He exa.m1ned her in my room on tha.t heautifui ca.hopy bed. He ‘
salo he thought they had better wait a 11tt1e whlle, but he felt sure it .
would be w1th1n the next few hours. | |
I took Lyn over to Lyndon's offiee, hoping to see him piri.vately
for justa m oment to e:tplain to hirh that we woﬁ.ld‘ be going to the h'.ospita,l

and for him to be very quiet about it until we got out the're and told Liz.
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A quiet moment with him is hard to come by, and I gave him
the message in sort of shorthand talk with his next appointment,
CarlPBhinney, coming in the door.

. And then back over to the" West.Hall. . Busiﬁess had picked up.

 There was an air of departure pretty soon. Yes, the doctor said, he

_ thought the time had come to go.

1 dca.lled Lyndon and told him we were leaving right away. ‘,And_'
hé said, "Wait just a minute." And truly, in‘ just'a mom'ent' he was .

there. And Lynda, who was in considerable pain by this time, drew

herself up pfoud and tall and v’eli'y composed. He kissed her, and he

told her how proud he_was of her and spoke of the day w'henu she was

born.

'And then we were off in a flurry of excitement in two é‘mall cars --

no limousinel--; the doctor and Lynda in the first one -- Luci and I._in the

- next one. And an odd thing was that at. the la.st,’moment little Lyn seemed

S to kno_vé_:t.};vle‘t; eomethihg was. happening. That ‘affected him and he didn't-

" like it:\;ery fnuéh. L We left him in Helen 8 keepmg Warrle Lynn would

. come over later and spend the n1ght with him. Oddly he sensed I thlnk

.that we were not lookmg at him or th1nk1ng about him, but about Lynda

and som ething else.

. AIWa;srs when I ride the George Washington Memorial Parkway, |

it is with pleasure -- exaulting in the heavily wooded hills and the river
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below, and the city that stretche.s along the Potomac with the Capitol

- like a great white pearl in the middle. Tonight I didn't give a dé,rn :

‘ .a.bout' it all. It seemed to last forever, and the speedometer crept

up above 50 to 60 and I thmk 70. And I could see Lynda in the hext

car runmng her hvafnd throu_gh her hair it looked like and leaning over o

 toward the dootoxj. An;_d‘the moments stretched endlessly. Actually,

- it wasn't quite 8:15 I think when we went up in the elevator to the

Presidential suite, and it looked so good. -

A nurse came in and took ‘Lynda. and the doetor'disappeared. »

‘And I tried to put in a call to Chuck -- received an answering one - ‘~
from Lyndon who said We could get him _the message throu‘gh.General ‘

‘ Walt who wa.s_going out torno'rrow and was right then in the process

of makmg arrangem ents for his trip and would add this message to ,
Chuck on his telephone call And I took out the added ins‘urance of

sendmg a cable to Chuck tha.t she ha.d gone to the hosp1ta.l -- more later.'

| And then I called Mr. or’ Mrs. Robb -- got Mr. Robb -- he was dehghtedv 1

and he said tha.t Mrs. Robb had Just called h1m tha.t she was gomg to
sta.yout at o. vcempa1gn meet1hg with Mrs.‘ Blu Sohmason and he

could get his supper oot‘of the ice box... .And then before I could call
Li_i, ‘she ealled tne. Yes, ‘I confirmed at 8:33, 1ndee‘d we were in the o

hospital, and we had just gotten word to,Chuck,' or tried to.
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‘. Dr. Loher’gan camé back in, and.bhere was another moment‘
of humo:r.' He was dressed ip stra.vs}be'rryv pink pants é;nd jacket. .And.‘
i_n came the a.neéthgtist ina sort of .a lime green péni&s é.nd ja..c‘ket.:‘,
The nur'se.;s of course were ih White.. |

| ffhe» doctors saw my f.acé and laughévd and said, "We wear

them 'this way so they"'won't gvet lost in the laundry -- a psychedelic

" note to this whole exciting evening.

"Luci, jumping up and down with excitement, practically knocked :
my éqffee cup out of my hand when she threw her arms around me. She
éngaged the doctors in conversation, using professional terms whenever

they weren't busy. - And she told Lynda about every two minutes how

proud‘ she was of her. And indeed so was I, because Lynda. was .

cooperé.ting ;with the 'd‘octors w1th strength and éomposure and wili.
Late‘r ‘whenl '.I.did'av tape"to Chuc_k, 1 told hi.m‘.tha't he would havé
been pro.ucvlkof .her. _._She.wou.lld make a. pretty g.ood off_ic.e-r'herself.. |
| :. _Eir'éry now and ‘the.‘n‘ Dr. Loﬁ’ergap as sured me that e‘\}ér)‘rthing
was going fine. e
. Lyndon ciallled a lli'ttl'expast 11:00.
, ."‘f'»’f;’-‘Aétua‘.llry;» fhirﬂgs fnerd fnuc:h fa's‘te;’- ‘than any- :of'_us had expec;téd,

It was close to a quarter of twelve when the doctors put Lynda

on the cart-and rolled her up to the delivery room. I called Lymlio‘n

immediai:ely.' He said he would come on out.  Liz hoped very much |
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- that he would be the one to come down and seie the press and make

the announcement and hand out the cigars.
- -And our prearranged plan between Dr. Lonergé.n and me was

that he would send his assistant, Dr. Nab, out of the delivery room

' as soon as the birth had taken place -- leaving everyone locked in

there. :»An'd his assist‘ant'wbulld tell me the facts of the birth.

- Lynda had been fiércély anxious that I get word to Chuck

"before I did to the press -- at least make every"effort to. And also

: of ’coué_é to Chuck's parents and to Lyndon. She clutches her privacy

prqudlf-if not always effectively. “And so I .w_as. startled justa few

_‘r'ninut‘_es past 12:00 in my room across the hall from Lynda's to hear

the phone ring once, snatch it ‘up,~ and there was Mike Howard's .. '

' voice _sa.ying',., "Mrs. Johason, it's a little girl and Lynda's fine, " -

~That's all, and he hung ﬁp. -Aim_ost in a state of shock, I putin a

call to General Walt -~ apologized for cé.lling him so late -- told him .

the néws -=< a little girlv.'--'“théy'ar.e both well -— more details later -

" please get it to Chuck as soon as he could. And then I asked Luk:_i to
‘call the Robbs, . And then was'uncertain whether to call Lyndbn

because I don't know how sécure those car telephones are. ‘vand

b.y_ this tim e he was enroute. And still the doctor himself hadn't
come down. But-it all came together at once.

. The doctor camve in a:nd cdh.firméd' .\;vha.t Mike had told fne --
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aL‘ little girl, boxfn i(ery ciuicikly and.un‘eventf.ully.' -:Actually' she had
been in :tl'ie deliver.y._ room only abéut 15 minutes. 'Aﬁ'd.then Lyndo.n'b
" himself walkgé. in, having by mistake gone past thé whole flanké ofv> L
fhe éfgss on the Way u‘p apparéngly. We told hﬁm ti-le’ héws, and
' :Ogéti;;:r .tl‘xe_‘thre;\cif us - Lynddh a.nd.Llu;ci' and I —- We_nf dbwn v_to
meet _Ehé aésémbled press, led by a beaming Méréia;Q And thére :
was Liz --'really‘hef ‘f‘irst. aébeara.hce..sincé the operation. -
There seeméd £o bé .some 30 or so people ~- Heienl a_,nd F;fances
andWauhﬂJau a'nd'Dvovroth'y; McCé.rdlé and lots of é:ameras. ,
E o ., Lyx}'}donA sté,r.ted passing .oﬁ't'cigar’s. ".I'don't know whethef o
‘absentmindedly or.w.;.vith_a.‘ sense .o>f h'umqr‘:to Heleﬁ baﬁd Frances;. We
were foilowing alongvbehi‘nd with a box.qf cé_ndy for the iadies.'

- We went to the microéhone and laz;nounc'ed in a few happy words
that Lfvn’da héd_ha.d a litﬂé giri a-x.t 12:03 -- tha; she is apparehtly he.altl.lyf- )
vociferous, an‘d seefh § to know that she's here and ha'si her work cut out

~ for gér, | And éhé is’ alre;édy exﬁ;eséing he'z‘-sel.f.‘ .
"':;“l;t'wa‘.s the oniy totally vpleba.bs'ant p‘résbéuconference Iever _re@ember,
_ and' é;‘ré:_fbod)‘r"wa‘s;, A;_:'j(:Sntevpt wivth.'the "ne_ws;‘.‘ It éeémed té mel.thal: W?uﬁi_llaul
La Hay"e bé:a.medftl;e r_nost_i. B |

| Somehow the whole night seems to melt'ilr;to a mrlantagevfor me,
And the piétures Irem emb‘e.r Eest are Lynda gathering hers_elf togethef ’

‘with:pride and strength to 'say goodbye to her Daddy as 'she'l.e'ftifgr'—_tﬁei.f.: ‘
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hospital. And then once»a'gair.l as she was Wheeled in from the delivery

room on that hospital cot covered with a sheet. She managed a smile

;for him and said, "You a.‘nd‘ Mother Wanted‘ a girl didn't you ?'!

-As for baby Robb, she was very pink with lots of black hair,

- very vocal and active. She flailed her little fists and turned her little |

head from side 'to'side. Her fingers are extremelyﬂvlo'ngr and kdelicé.t_:e.‘

"I see no likeness to anybody -- just a new little person in this world.

~ Lyndon and I went hand in hand down the hall back toward the -

Presidéntial suite and he Stayed a few minutes longer saying goodnight

to Lynda, looking through the‘gl'a.ss at thé baby. Bob Knudsen had _

already taken a pigﬁtur‘e of her. And then he vle'ft for home abou‘tA 1:00. -

" Luci and I stayéd in the room with Lynda a little while longer,
and then I went to bed in the room across the hall. But Luéi did not
come to join,mé until nearly 2:00.

One of the dividends of these past few weeks is an increased -

closeness Between@hosé tvy}b 'g'irls‘__-_-_ Lynda and Luci. And.s:c:arcelir o
'evkgml Lyx;xda h.eir‘sjelf.s'eeme.d._to }..)e more elated; r'nore‘ grateful, more
" in tune with tomght’s happéniﬁg; i | | V
‘.Ahd so baby Robb tu‘z‘-'ns"Out aftex; ali It‘o Ee xFriday":s cﬁild, who ,

is loving and giving.




