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I  w as  up e a r ly  - -  about 7:30 - -  and had b r e a k fa s t  w ith  Lyndon, 

w o rk e d  on m y  sp e e c h  fo r  today ' s luncheon, went to M r. P e r ' s  shop 

w ith  m y  co n s ta n t  com panion , m y  s t r a w  bag, fu ll of l e t t e r s  to s ig n  

and  the luncheon  p ro g ra m  of the A m e r ic a n  A sso c ia t io n  of N u r s e ry m e n ,  

e s p e c ia l ly  the p ic tu r e s  of to d a y 's  a w a rd  w in n e rs .  B anks and  in s u r a n c e  

c o m p a n ie s  - -  th a t  you w ould expect.  But a  t r u c k  d r iv e - in  ca fe  and 

two f i l l in g  s ta t io n s  - -  th a t 's  so m eth in g  of a  t r iu m p h .  An i n t e r e s t  in  

b e t t e r  b u s in e s s  su r ro u n d in g s  is  sp read in g .

I l ik e  to i m m e r s e  m y s e l f  in  the su b jec t  m a t t e r  of a  m e e t in g  

b e fo re  I go to i t  - -  the a im s  of the o rg a n iz a t io n ,  the a w a rd  w in n e r s  

if  any , the g u e s t  l i s t ,  the h ead  tab le , the s c e n a r io  a s  we c a l l  i t .

And so c lo se  to 12:30 w ith  M a rc ia  (Liz is  s t i l l  s ick) I d ro v e  

to  the S ta t le r  H ilton  and w as soon in  the m idst, of a  co ngen ia l  g roup  

th a t  I  h av e  w o rk ed  w ith  m u ch  of th e se  l a s t  fo u r  y e a r s .  Of c o u r s e  the 

h o s t  of the o rg a n iz a t io n ,  M r. Shadow and  M r .  L e t t e r e r .  And then 

C ity  C o u n c ilm an , John  H e ch in g e r  and  h is  wife, June. And M a ry  

L a s k e r  an d  D r .  G ro v n e r ,  C o u n c ilw o m an  P o l ly  Shackle ton  an d  Stew 

U dall. W a lte r  W ash in g to n  w as  going to jo in  us l a t e r  - -  h is  th i rd  

lun ch eo n  fo r  the day.

And in  the f a m i l i a r  l ine  fo rm a t io n  we w alked  in to  the B a l l  R oom  

of the S ta t le r  H ilton , f ixed  m o re  b eau tifu lly  than I e v e r  r e m e m b e r  i t  

b a n ks of g r e e n e ry ,  m ounds of r e d  r o s e s ,  a c tu a l  t r e e s  abou t 12 fe e t  t a l l
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f lank ing  the h e a d  tab le . It w as  r e a l ly  quite  s tunning.

T hey  h ad  a s k e d  B il l  B a x te r  to give the invocation . I  h a v e n ' t  

s e e n  h im  in  a g e s ,  and he h as  grow n a m o u s tach e .  He is  to d a y 's  

m i n i s t e r  a l r ig h t  - -  no lo n g e r  a t  St. M a rk 's ,  not even  a t  the P e a c e  

C o rp s .  But so m e w h e re  in  the G o v e rn m en t in  the p o v e r ty  p r o g r a m .

I  h ad  the p le a s u re  of b e ing  e a r ly  on the p ro g ra m  w hich  a lw a y s  

m a k e s  i t  p o s s ib le  fo r  m e  to r e a l l y  enjoy the r e s t  of i t  - -  a  b r ie f  s p e e c h  

c o n g ra tu la t in g  a l l  the a w a rd  w in n e rs .  And then  a  hope e x p r e s s e d  th a t  

the m o s t  p r o g r e s s iv e  b u s in e s s m e n  and  im ag in a tiv e  p la n n e r s  w ould 

tu r n  th e i r  e y es  to w a rd  two of the b ig  b lo ts  on to d ay 's  la n d sc a p e  - -  

shopping c e n te r s  and  the u rb a n  f r in g e .

And then  c a m e  the big  even t - -  the handing out of the a w a r d s  - -  

so m e  16 - -  each  a m p ly  r e c o rd e d  by p h o to g ra p h e rs  and  s p re a d  a l l  

a c r o s s  the U nited  S ta tes  f ro m  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  to O klahom a C ity  to 

C a l i fo rn ia  (no s u r p r i s e  that i t ' s  h e a v ily  loaded  w ith  C a l i fo rn ia n s ) .

The b e s t  new s of the day to m e  w as  f ro m  M r.  L e t t e r e r  th a t  

th e y  h a d  th re e  t im e s  a s  m an y  e n t ra n ts  this y e a r  a s  they h ad  had  a  

few  y e a r s  ago .

And then , ju s t  a s  I thought i t  w as  o v er  an d  w as  g a th e r in g  u p  

m y  g loves  an d  p u r s e  to r i s e  and  d e p a r t ,  M r.  L e v e re t t  r o s e  fo r  w h a t 

tu rn e d  out to be  a  s o r t  of m a jo r  sp eech  of the day  - -  a  t r ib u te  to m e  - -  

g lowing, sw eet,  d e a r .  B u t i t  m a k e s  m e  fee l  r a th e r  like  I 'm  p r e s e n t
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a t  m y  own fu n e ra l ,  an d  I am  not a  b i t  r e a d y  to c o o p e ra te .  I  l ike  

the  se n t im e n t  bu t I d o n 't  w ant the show u n le s s  i t  fu e ls  som e f u r th e r  

ac t iv i ty .

I t  w as  o v e r  by  2:30, an d  I r e tu rn e d  to the W hite H ouse . A nd 

a t  3 :00 b eg an  a  m e e t in g  in the W est H a ll  w ith  D oro thy  and  D r. G r o v e r  

R ho ads (
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an d  D r. on the L ib r a r y .  M o re  and  m o re  th e se  days  the  L i b r a r y

i s  devouring  m y  h o u rs .  It h as  m o re  s t r a n d s  than  the h a i r  on m y  h e a d  - -  

mo r e  th ings to p u r su e .  I  w ill  be so glad w hen D r. N ew land is  w ith  u s  

fu ll  t im e .

B ut the  b u rd e n  of to d a y 's  m e e t in g  w as to t r y  to c a tc h  up  on 

^  so m e  knowledge of ju s t  who in  the A d m in is t ra t io n  - -  f ro m  the  C a b in e t

th ro u g h  the  C o n g re s s ,  A m b a s s a d o r s  - -  the whole ra n g e  of peop le  — 

had  a c c e p te d  the in v ita t io n  of the A rc h iv is t  to le a v e  th e i r  p a p e r s ,  to 

the John so n  L ib r a r y .  We w ent o v e r  a l l  the l i s t s  beginning  w ith  the 

C ab in e t.  I  w as  g ra t i f ie d  by m any  - -  d isap p o in ted  b y  so m e . E s p e c ia l ly  

\  p le a s e d  b y  C la r k  C lif fo rd s  - -  p ro m p t  an d  c l e a r - c u t  d e c is io n  to g ive  h is  

p a p e r s  th a t  r e l a t e d  to the p e r io d  of the Johnson  A d m in is tra t io n .

A h a lf  a  dozen  o r  so we m a r k e d  fo r  m e  to c a l l .  F o r m e r  S e c r e t a r y  

L u th e r  H odges of C o m m e rc e  and HEW S e c r e ta ry  Anthony C e le b r e z z e .

T he  m e e tin g  l a s t e d  n e a r ly  th re e  h o u rs  and  w as not o v e r  u n t i l  

c lo se  to  6:00. I n o ticed  Lynda w a n d e r in g  th ro u g h  the ro o m  a s  though  

; she  h ad  som eth ing  to s a y  to m e .  And W a r r ie  Lynn w as  w ith  h e r .  A n d
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a s  soon a s  m y  g roup  left,  I tu rn e d  to Lynda and  sa id ,  "H oney, w hat 

t im e  is  i t ? "  She looked  a t  so m eth in g  in  h e r  hand an d  gave m e  a n  

a n s w e r  oddly th a t  w as  in  se c o n d s .  And sudden ly  I r e a l i z e d  that the 

thing th a t  she  h a d  in h e r  hand  w as  a  s topw atch  and  th a t  sh e  m u s t  be 

counting  p a in s .  I  w as  flooded w ith  guilt  tha t I  shou ld  h ave  had  m y  

m i n d  an y w h ere  e l s e .  I  sa id ,  "Honey, have  you c a l le d  the d o c to r ? "

Y es , he w ould be h e r e  p r e t ty  soon. I ta lked  to M ike H ow ard . He 

w ould have  the c a r  s tand ing  by. We w ould p ro b a b ly  go in  two of 

them ! Lynda h a s  h ad  h e r  s u i tc a s e  packed  fo r  days .

L u c i  w as  e v e ry w h e re  a t  once - -  the m o s t  in c h a rg e  of anybody, 

d is s e n t i la t in g  w ith  e x c i te m e n t .  Dr. L o n e rg a n  cam e  a  l i t t l e  p a s t  6 :00 

w ith  a  ca lm in g  in fluence  and  a  b i t  of h u m o r .  H e 's  b een  ju s t  r ig h t  fo r  

L ynda  - -  a  co m p e te n t  p r o fe s s io n al de ta c h e d  p h y s ic ian .  And y e t  to h im  

L ynda  h a s  b eco m e  a n  ind iv idual,  no t ju s t  a c a s e .  And they  a r e  good 

f r ie n d s  now. No tro u b le  a t  a l l  th a t  she  is  the d au g h te r  of th e  P r e s id e n t .

I  th ink  h u m o r  h a s  h e lp e d  on both  s id e s .

He e x a m in e d  h e r  in  m y  ro o m  on tha t b eau tifu l  canopy  bed . He 

s a id  he  thought they  had  b e t t e r  w a i t  a  l i t t l e  w hile , but he fe l t  s u r e  i t  

w o u ld  be w ith in  the n ex t few h o u rs .

I  took Lyn o v e r  to L y n d o n 's  office, hoping to see  h im  p r iv a te ly  

f o r  ju s t  a  m o m e n t  to ex p la in  to h im  th a t  we w ould be going to the h o s p i ta l  

an d  fo r  h im  to be  v e r y  q u ie t  abou t i t  u n ti l  we got out th e re  and to ld  L iz .
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A qu ie t  m o m e n t w ith  him  is  h a r d  to co m e by, and  I  gave h im  

the m e s s a g e  in  s o r t  of sh o r th a n d  ta lk  w ith  h is  nex t appo in tm en t,  

C a r l  Phinney, com ing  in  the d o o r .

And then b a c k  o v e r  to the W est H all. B u s in e s s  had  p ick ed  up. 

T h e re  w as  an  a i r  of d e p a r tu re  p r e t ty  soon. Y es , the d o c to r  sa id ,  h e  

thought the t im e  h a d  co m e  to go.

I c a l le d  Lyndon a n d  to ld  h im  we w e re  leav ing  r ig h t  aw ay . A nd 

h e  sa id ,  "W ait ju s t  a  m inu te ." And tru ly ,  in  ju s t  a  m o m e n t  he w as  

th e r e .  And Lynda , who w as  in  c o n s id e ra b le  p a in  b y  th is  t im e ,  d r e w  

h e r s e l f  up p ro u d  an d  ta l l  and  v e r y  co m p o sed . He k i s s e d  h e r ,  an d  he 

to ld  h e r  how p ro u d  h e  w as  of h e r  and  spoke of the day  w hen she w a s  

b o rn .

A nd then  we w e re  off in  a  f lu r r y  of e x c i te m e n t  in  two s m a l l  c a r s  -- 

no l im o u s in e  - -  the d o c to r  an d  Lynda in  the f i r s t  one - -  Luc i an d  I  in  the 

n ex t  one. And an  odd th ing w as  tha t at. the l a s t  m o m e n t  l i t t le  Lyn  s e e m e d  

to know tha t  so m e th in g  w as  happening . T h a t a f fec ted  h im  a n d  he  d id n 't  

l ik e  i t  v e r y  m u ch .  We le f t  h im  in  H e le n 's  keeping. W a r r ie  Lynn  w ould  

c o m e  o v e r  l a t e r  and  spend  the n igh t w ith  h im . Oddly he s e n se d  I  th ink  

th a t  we w e re  not looking a t  h im  o r  thinking about h im , b u t  abou t L ynda 

an d  s o m e th in g  e lse .

A lw ays w hen I  r id e  the G eorge  W ashington  M e m o r ia l  P a rk w a y ,  

i t  i s  w ith  p le a s u re  - -  e x u l t i n g  in  the h e av ily  wooded h i l l s  and  the  r i v e r
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below , an d  the c i ty  th a t  s t r e t c h e s  a long  the  P o to m ac  w ith  the C ap ito l  

l ik e  a  g r e a t  w hite  p e a r l  in  the m id d le .  Tonight I  d id n 't  give a  d a rn  

abou t i t  a l l .  It s e e m e d  to l a s t  f o r e v e r ,  and  the s p e e d o m e te r  c r e p t  

up above  50 to 60 and  I think 70. And I could s e e  Lynda in  the nex t 

c a r  runn ing  h e r  h an d  th rough  h e r  h a i r  i t  looked like  an d  lean in g  o v e r  

to w ard  the d o c to r .  And the m o m e n ts  s t r e tc h e d  e n d le s s ly .  A ctua lly ,  

i t  w a s n ' t  qu ite  8:15 I th ink  when we w en t up in  the e le v a to r  to the 

P r e s id e n t i a l  su ite ,  an d  i t  looked so good. '

A n u r s e  c a m e  in  and  took  Lynda and  the d o c to r  d is a p p e a re d .

And I  t r i e d  to put in a  c a l l  to C huck r e c e iv e d  an a n sw e r in g  one 

f ro m  Lyndon who sa id  we cou ld  get h im  the m e s s a g e  th rough  G e n e ra l  

W a l t  who w as  going out to m o rro w  and  w as  r ig h t  then in  the p r o c e s s  

of m ak in g  a r r a n g e m e n ts  fo r  h is  t r ip  an d  w ould add  th is  m e s s a g e  to 

C huck  on h is  te lephone  c a l l .  And I took out the added  in su ra n c e  of 

send ing  a  cab le  to C huck  tha t she  had gone to the h o sp ita l  — m o re  l a t e r .  

A nd then  I c a l le d  M r. o r  M rs .  Robb - -  got M r. Robb - -  he w as  d e l ig h ted  

an d  he s a id  tha t M rs .  Robb had  ju s t  c a l le d  h im  th a t  she  w as  going to  

s ta y  ou t a t  a  c a m p a ig n  m e e t in g  w ith  M rs .  Blu S o lim aso n  an d  he 

cou ld  get h is  su p p e r  out of the ice  box. . And then b e fo re  I cou ld  c a l l  

L iz ,  she  c a l le d  m e .  Y es , I c o n f irm e d  a t  8:33, indeed  we w e re  in the 

h o sp ita l ,  an d  we h ad  ju s t  gotten  w o rd  to Chuck, o r  t r i e d  to.
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D r. L o n e rg a n  cam  e b a c k  in, and  h e re  w as  a n o th e r  m o m ent 

of h u m o r .  He w as  d r e s s e d  in  s t r a w b e r r y  pink pan ts  and  ja c k e t .  And. 

in  c a m e  the a n e s th e t i s t  in  a  s o r t  of a  l im e  g re e n  pan ts  and  ja c k e t .

The n u r s e s  of c o u r s e  w e re  in  w hite .

T he d o c to r s  saw m y  face  and  laughed  and  sa id ,  "We w e a r  

them  th is  w ay  so they  w o n 't  ge t lo s t  in the la u n d ry  - -  a  p sy c h e d e l ic  

no te  to th is  w hole exc it ing  evening.

L u c i,  jum ping  up  an d  down w ith  e x c i te m e n t ,  p r a c t i c a l ly  knocked  

m y  coffee  cup  out of m y  h an d  w hen she th rew  h e r  a r m s  a ro u n d  m e .  She 

en g ag ed  the d o c to rs  in  c o n v e rsa t io n ,  u s ing  p ro fe s s io n a l  t e r m s  w h e n e v e r  

th e y  w e r e n ' t  busy . ■ And she to ld  Lynda about e v e ry  two m in u te s  how 

p ro u d  she  w as  of h e r .  And ind eed  so  w as  I, b e c a u se  L ynda  w as  

c o o p e ra t in g  w ith  the d o c to rs  w ith  s t re n g th  and  c o m p o su re  an d  w ill .

L a te r  w hen I d id  a  tape to Chuck, I  to ld  h im  th a t  he w ould  h a v e  

b een  p ro u d  of h e r .  She w ould m a k e  a  p r e t ty  good o ff ice r  h e r s e l f .

E v e ry  now an d  then D r .  L o n e rg a n  a s s u r e d  m e  th a t  e v e ry th in g  

w a s  going fine .

Lyndon c a l le d  a  l i t t le  p a s t  11:00.

A ctua lly ,  th ings m o v ed  m u ch  f a s t e r  than  any  of u s  h a d  e x p e c te d .

I t  w as  c lo se  to a  q u a r t e r  of tw elve w hen the d o c to rs  put L y n d a  

on the c a r t  and  ro l le d  h e r  up to the d e l iv e ry  ro o m . I c a l le d  Lyndon 

im m e d ia te ly .  He s a id  he w ould  com e on out. L iz  hoped v e r y  m u c h
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th a t  he w ould  be  the one to co m e down and see  the p r e s s  an d  m ake  

the a n n o u n cem en t and  hand  out the c ig a r s .

A nd o u r  p r e a r r a n g e d  p lan  be tw een  Dr. L o n e rg a n  and  m e w as  

th a t  h e  w ould  sen d  h is  a s s i s ta n t .  D r. Nab, out of the d e l iv e ry  ro o m  

a s  soon a s  the b i r th  had  taken  p lace  - -  leav ing  every o n e  lo c k e d  in  

th e r e .  And h is  a s s i s t a n t  would te l l  m e  the f a c ts  of the b i r th .

Lynda had  b een  f i e r c e ly  anx ious  tha t I ge t w o rd  to C huck  

b e fo re  I d id  to the p r e s s  - -  a t  l e a s t  m a k e  e v e ry  e f fo r t  to. And a lso  

of co u se  to C h u c k 's  p a r e n ts  a n d  to Lyndon. She c lu tch es  h e r  p r iv a c y  

p ro u d ly  if  not a lw ays  e f fec tiv e ly .  And so I w as  s ta r t l e d  ju s t  a  few 

m in u te s  p a s t  12:00 in  m y ro o m  a c r o s s  the h a l l  f rom  L y n d a 's  to h e a r  

the phone r in g  once, sn a tc h  i t  u p ,  an d  th e re  w as  Mike H o w a rd 's  

v o ice  say ing , " M r s .  Jo h n so n ,  i t ' s  a  l i t t le  g i r l  and  L y n d a 's  f in e ." 

T h a t 's  a l l ,  and  he  hung up. A lm o s t  in  a  s ta te  of shock, I  pu t in  a  

c a l l  to G e n e ra l  W alt - -  ap o lo g ized  f o r  ca ll ing  h im  so la te  - -  to ld  h im  

the  new s - -  a  l i t t l e  g i r l  - -  they  a r e  both  w e ll  - -  m o re  d e ta i ls  l a t e r  - -  

p le a s e  get i t  to C huck a s  soon a s  he could . And then  I a s k e d  L u c i  to 

c a l l  the R obbs . And then w as  u n c e r t a in  w h e th e r  to c a l l  Lyndon 

b e c a u s e  I d o n 't  know how s e c u re  those  c a r  te lephones  a r e .  And 

b y  th is  t i m e  he w as  en ro u te .  And s t i l l  the d o c to r  h im s e l f  h a d n 't  

co m e  down. B ut i t  a l l  c am e  to g e th e r  a t  once.

. The d o c to r  cam e  in  and  c o n f irm e d  w hat Mike had  to ld  m e  - -
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a  l i t t le  g i r l ,  b o rn  v e r y  qu ick ly  an d  uneventfu lly . A c tu a l ly  she  had  

b e e n  in  the d e l iv e ry  ro o m  only about 15 m in u te s .  And then Lyndon 

h im s e l f  w a lk ed  in, hav ing  by  m is ta k e  gone p a s t  the w hole f la n k s  of 

the p r e s s  on the way up a p p a re n t ly .  We to ld  h im  the new s, an d  

to g e th e r  the th re e  of u s  - -  Lyndon and  L u c i  and  I  - -  w en t down to 

m e e t  the a s s e m b le d  p r e s s ,  le d  by a b e am in g  M a r c i a .  And th e r e  

w as  L iz  - -  r e a l l y  h e r  f i r s t  a p p e a ra n c e  s ince  the o p e ra t io n .

T h e re  s e e m e d  to be so m e  30 o r  so people  - -  H e len  and  F r a n c e s  

and  Wauhillau and  D oro thy  M cC ard le  and lo ts  of c a m e r a s .

Lyndon s ta r t e d  p a s s in g  out c ig a r s .  I d o n 't  know w h e th e r  

a b s e n tm in d e d ly  o r  w ith  a  s e n se  of h u m o r  to H elen  an d  F r a n c e s .  We 

w e r e  fo llow ing a long  beh ind w ith  a  box  of candy fo r  the la d ie s .

We w en t to  the m ic ro p h o n e  an d  announced  in  a  few h appy  w o rd s  

th a t  L ynda  h a d  h a d  a  l i t t le  g i r l  a t  12:03 - -  that she  is a p p a re n t ly  h ea l th y ,  

v o c i f e ro u s ,  an d  s e e m s  to know tha t  s h e 's  h e r e  and  h a s  h e r  w o rk  cu t out 

fo r  h e r .  And she i s  a l r e a d y  e x p re s s in g  h e r s e l f .

I t  w as  the only  to ta l ly  p le a s a n t  p r e s s  co n fe ren c e  I  e v e r  r e m e m b e r ,  

a n d  ev e ry b o d y  w a s  con ten t w ith  the  n e w s . . It s e e m e d  to m e  tha t  W auhillau  

L a H a y  b e a m e d  the m o s t .

Som ehow the w hole n igh t s e e m s  to m e l t  in to  a  m on tage  fo r  m e .

And the p ic tu r e s  I  r e m e m b e r  b e s t  a r e  Lynda g a th e r in g  h e r s e l f  to g e th e r  

with p r id e  an d  s t r e n g th  to sa y  goodbye to h e r  Daddy a s  she le f t  fo r  the  
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h o s p i ta l .  And then once ag a in  a s  she  w as w hee led  in  f ro m  the d e l iv e ry  

ro o m  on th a t  h o s p i ta l  co t c o v e re d  w ith  a  sh ee t .  She m a n a g e d  a  sm ile  

fo r  h im  and  sa id ,  " Y o u  and  M other  w an ted  a  g i r l  d id n 't  y o u ? "

As fo r  baby Robb, she w as  v e r y  pink w ith  lo ts  of b la c k  h a i r ,  

v e r y  v o ca l  a n d  a c t iv e .  She f la i le d  h e r  l i t t le  f is t s  an d  tu r n e d  h e r  l i t t le  

h e a d  f ro m  s ide  to s ide .  H e r  f in g e rs  a r e  e x t r e m e ly  long an d  d e lica te .

I  s e e  no l ik e n e s s  to anybody - -  ju s t  a  new l i t t le  p e r s o n  in  th i s  w orld .

Lyndon an d  I w en t hand  in  hand  down the h a l l  b ack  to w ard  the 

P r e s id e n t i a l  su ite  an d  he s ta y e d  a  few m in u te s  lo n g e r  s a y in g  goodnight 

to Lynda , looking  th ro u g h  the g la s s  a t  the baby. Bob K nudsen  h ad  

a l r e a d y  taken  a  p ic tu re  of h e r .  And then he le f t  fo r  hom e abou t 1:00.

L u c i and  I s ta y e d  in the room  w ith  Lynda a  l i t t le  w h ile  lo n g er ,  

an d  then  I  w en t  to b e d  in  the ro o m  a c r o s s  the h a l l .  But L u c i  d id  not 

c o m e  to jo in  m e  u n t i l  n e a r ly  2:00.

One of the d iv idends of th ese  p a s t  few w eeks  i s  an  in c r e a s e d  

c lo s e n e s s  b e tw een  those  two g i r l s  - -  Lynda and  L uc i.  A nd s c a rc e ly  

even  L ynda h e r s e l f  s e e m e d  to be  m o re  e la ted , m o re  g ra te fu l ,  m o re  

in  tune w ith  to n ig h t 's  happening .

And so baby  Robb tu rn s  out a f t e r  a l l  to be  F r id a y ' s  ch ild , who 

i s  lov ing  an d  giving.
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