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It was another s'trange- day in this long period _.of un‘remitAting :

| tenéiqn ‘and s'tré,i‘;;. » it had bégun -- OoT a§ least I fxad tune.d in 6n it‘ -~

when Lyndqn fétﬁrn'ed :érbrh‘Tex‘a.s; .on Mbﬁday the >14§h, aind has f_olloWed |

siﬁcg }thAen a gr,é,ph.of soaring hop'es aﬁd.f:ustrat.ing dec%linés. bddly, :
it. ciid' r¥ot surfac’é in the papers fpr two or thre_e. dayé -1 b_elieVe

Thuréday.- And éince then the papér}s'h'ave speculated, probed, made

it ju;s,t as difficult as possible.

Last night when we went to bed, Lyndon left a call for 2:00 '-7-

even for -him that is bizarre behavior. I said, "What is it honey ?"

" He said, ''General Walt is corhin’g in, "

At 2:00 the phone shr111ed out a.nd Lyndon‘_]umped up qulck as
a f1r§man a.nd was in his clothes and downsta.1rs to meet General
Ab-ra.ms.. Apparently there‘»was,a wh_ole .full-ﬂedged meeting in the ‘i
Cabinet Room which weni: on for .sieveral hours..' | |

"In the \?e:}:y eérly 'm'o_rmf‘ng, lLyndon and.Harrsr McPhe rsoﬁ and -
Jim i§nés and'vaeneral Abré.mg ¢afhe c.xvver to the second ﬂ-oor,' :_aﬁ;.i' -
ngovr‘g'e .Cl'qristia_n ar;d Tom J;hﬁsoﬁ.‘ I bad given instructions 'thé‘ﬁighlvz"

‘before to put the General in 327. I still do not know if he had any

~ rest. But for him of course it will only be 6:00 in the.afternoon.

. At any rate he had something to eat I think.
Lyndon w.e’n:t back to his office and stayed a while - came

back over about 8:00, . got into his pa.jarr{aq and went to bed just as'I got
o , ‘ - :

i
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up. Iasked few questions, It is better not to know. .
I met with Simone and Harry Middleton and Don Peterson
‘on the July script for about an hour and half. " And ther_i Joe Frantz -

came over. And at long last we-had a look at the oral history project.

- He""showed me a long list cofnpiled from many -sources of the people

tha.t‘ they hoi)éd td'.inte.:iriéw; The.y'r hax}e 'done about 65 interviev;s
"he said."‘ 1 am‘ c;n‘cefped_ vtih’avl';‘krio’vpne interviewed yet have requested
their. téées Be clio'sed .for a :pe:riod of yeafs. I wan£ theni to be caﬁdici
“and thorough, whatever thé;jr say. We caﬁnqt blow t;hié field twice
for lack of mqnéy, for lack of.tifne, for lack of willirighess of t.:he‘.pérson”‘
.to be intervic;:wed. again. If thejr a.fe going to Iadd. to historical knéwledge,
théy must be good.
.‘ Dr. 'Fra.r.itz agréed thavt he thought it Qoﬁld be a ’good; idea to

have ‘an a'rn'-:'svlength group of historians '—'-"very likeiy'the rgvigw
corﬁmitiée;whiéh consists of Allen Neviﬁs and James McGregor Burns,’
Leﬁié Star, Ri;;}}ard; Shalla..noxi, John Hopé Franklin, Ffank'Vandéfver

and Harry Ransom -- read several of these tapes within the next few '

. weeks and see if we were doing a good job with them. »

Luci called. Something exéiting is happenir_lg to her. I had .
arranged for Madame Shoumatoff to come down and do a water color
of Luci for'_Lyndoh's Christmas prgseﬁt. She would do it in the Blue

‘ Rdom, we had deéided, on a dark blue'.evéning dress with the puffed -
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sleéves and white lace fron; that Lynda says makes her look like a -

. sexy puritan. Sﬁe called that‘Madamel Sho_uma.toff wodlvd like td u‘se .
-327 bécause.of the 'lig'ht.' Aga;-:;t,' I said "'no't, we had a guest 'in-the‘re,
or might _ha.v'e? a 'gu'.es‘t. id there. | He must ‘nqt:v.be distm:bed. _His

: preSéncé .is a tdght-hgld secret .in a house tha.t’ is_’fuli of secief:s

C ﬁhese_‘ dayé . |

Over Lyndon s bed at 12 00 rn1dn1ght to 6:00 a. m. there is .

_a constant traffic of manila folders w1th a red tag and papers inside
.that say ”Eyes Only", ”Top Secret".
| At nodn I w.ent to Mr. | Pér for a hair -ddwith a sdck full of
work, failing‘fo.r ‘6nce to have rﬁy swim before hadd.

And thén do\;vn to tlde Blue Room to greet an‘artist named
Victor Lamkajwho about two years ago had wanted to give a bust
to the President -~ one that he had done of the Pres1dent from pictures.
Lyndon had written that he would be glad to accept it, and I ha.d asked N
him to cdmg t.of tea and brdng the bust. He broﬁght alohg two friends,'

| Mr fa.r-u‘i ;dfs. Kay and their small son about five. And there they
were in .thc-e Blde Rdom, loc‘J‘k1fng é hlt:tle‘lll a.t ease, and the bust whxcld |
was hd_roxc size sitting 01_1'- £he tablé. I had Bob Knudsen and we d1d

‘lots Vof pictures. And Mrs. .Kay‘had. brought her own camez;'a.. And

the little boy raced round and round the room.
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I did my best to put us all at ease -- took them in the Green -
Room and we had tea and cookies and milk for their little boy and I

sent for a copy of the "Living White House' and a book on the Preside'ntv ‘ -

for tho child: Aﬁd we made convérsation for about 15 minutes. And I

B expiéihed' the Lib_'f;ar.y’where the bust would go, along with other works

of art.

And then said goodbye to them and turned them over to a guide

. who wa.s'.to show them the White House.

- And then or’ieﬂy back \ipétairs for my second tea of the afternoon.,

It was one of those days with four appointments in a row and coffee or

 tea offered with each. I can make a no better attribute for aFirst

La.dy than to be an.abso_lutely. disciplined eater, which rﬁe_a_ns to say
"no thank you" often.
: My n'ext appointment was none other than Mrs. Mrs. John Will

Pattﬂ.lo - M1ss Clara -- now for some years a w1d0w, and for 15 years

,. marned to my Uncle John W111 in Bxlhngsley, Alabama ‘who had
: ) ‘l mana.ged my Alabama property -- rny mother s fu-st cousin he was

Anda fnend of hers who had brought her -- Mrs. McCoach And we

spent nearly an hour of talkmg about Alaba.ma. kmfolks -~ Lucille .
and Né‘fﬁe Mason and Elame and Aunt Ellen, and very espec1a11y of

course of Uncle John and da.ys of good while gone.
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" Back upsté,irs I‘went to béd for thOu‘gh I had not shared the
| ‘.WOrk of .thelnighy I‘had‘ indeed él;xargd éhe _sieeplessness.
| Lyndon's bed .was loaded with the red-tag. folder.s that wer§ ' i
top .sci-:-cret, and m ine w.a.sbllloé.ded‘ Qith i)ictﬁur.e.s. and"Books to be
: é.utogré.phé_d for _Chris_tmas -~ the Vhleight‘ of an ﬁnfair di'vi.sz‘fon of
.'_la',Bo"i- I Qofkea for aAWhile_ on them -- no chance of -reai sieep.  . And |
fheﬁ' éiqsé to 5:30, I went ovér to 'Efnie Col&étein's office to atténd. "
i },t-:lvxe eﬁd of ‘a.r.neetAi'ng dn exhibits for the .LBJ"Libran.:y. Secretary Coheﬁ
was the:e‘, an .e_xhibits man f;;ofnxslraace, '~severél. péopie_fx}om the |
Sm -it}.lsoniévn,.‘ someoﬁé I think from USIA. N | -

i gathérgd this- éroup Wa,svmeeting for the third tirﬁe,- that the'y; _ |
hépéd to. plaih and may‘be‘ put together one 61‘ more exhibits fdr the
Library on health or education billls,. on space. I ar.n‘ dré@ﬁihg in
a sense Oi; t1me ruaning out, of tr'};i‘ng to g'x\'alsp efréry moment and
over‘tal.(e.z‘ s0 inény elusive and fleeting goal#.

1 ha'd.va feeling thié Wasb a g'ood idea theyﬁwere wor'kingA on and' :
- great brains .wor.ki'n.g' on 'it.‘ »“‘But that they simply could"not éét it don'e‘
i'n_-‘the revmairiing 2—‘i /2 I%l‘On'thS. ‘Atx_.an}'rr.at’e, at 'long last, we hayé,'
finally gc;t Lyz;dbn integééted z‘md‘ mov:mg on th’e Library.
'He‘ seﬁt fpr‘ me. I-w‘enﬁﬁto j’oin him iﬂ the Cabin‘etj Room, ax_ui
thére were a;ll the %ite House Fel'lc.)'w;i‘assembled -- camefas‘a‘hd
,pi-'eésl, and W.allte'r Hﬁeman, thé Presidént of the White Hoﬁ.se Fellows

. Association was reading a report to the Pre__sident_that__ they had all- .
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put together -- their suggestions of things that ought to be done.
And then Lyndon answered it. . And both of them could have been

100 percent better if they had not read a thing but had just gotten

‘up and talked. That's the sort of meeting I want to have with the

W hite House .Fellows. We h:;.ve done it-befofe; , And I want so much o
to do if Oncé_ ~r'n;o>re"be;-fore wé leave here ;]"us.t the 15 of them andi
‘the.ir.wives anc.l. us, énd maybe three o,r."fou'r sté.ff._ | |

And then came a terﬁﬁclf nice part of the p‘rograﬁi. 'i‘i;ey
presented me with a véi-meil barﬁboo_ bowl -- cl-'xarmingly' inscribed |

fr_o"m the White House Fellows. I was absolutely delighted. vThi‘s 1

B have mea'ntvto_ buy for myself as my goirig away present from the

W hite House., And I made a response to the group that was not

read and that I think encom?assed therril all in my delight. It was nice

to get even a .'glim pse of .Jo'hn Gardner and John Macy.

Ana then still not knoﬁing the burdeh o_f the day's decisions, |
in a sort of suépended in ﬁfﬁe aﬁd unc‘er'ta..’infy feeliﬁg I.got in the " “
limou;ine and d:oyé' béckr.t’o the hoépitél fdi.-v a visit ‘witAh Lynda,
arvriving abop.t- 6:30 -i:o fin}i .l.qer in higl‘{‘goodv spirifé, ona sé}:t of a
wave of éui)ho;ia thai waé a delig th to 'w-a,tchf‘ |

| Her room is fixli of rosés -- pixik, 'fed, white,. yellow. .Sh'e
‘has’a hé.d j.sorlne darilingi letters "and télégranﬁs —-‘a_.bo_ut_350'_ yes.te-r‘d.ay.

There was one that made tears come to her eyes -- a sweet one from
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Ethel Kennedy. Her kindness stabs yoﬁ anew with a sense of her

own situation, But theré were dear, cute, sweet things. And most

: ‘esp_ecially from the public, people‘she‘doe‘sn't know at all -- lots of - -

service wives, .

1 stayed-about two hours, and then drove home. Fall is really

éoming. It is f‘éally chilly, and the leaves are falling.

Lyﬁdon'cafne over for dinner about 9:30 with Mary Rather,

He is taking a bad cold. At least ﬁp to now, the préss does ‘not. seem

to know of  General Abréin's presence, He has already left to return. K




