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It w as a n o th e r  s tra n g e  day in  th is  long p e r io d  of u n re m ittin g  

te n s io n  and  s t r a in .  I t h ad  begun - -  o r  a t  le a s t  I  had  tuned in  on i t  — 

w hen Lyndon r e tu rn e d  fro m  T ex as  on M onday the 14th, and  h a s  follow ed 

s in c e  then a  g rap h  of so a rin g  hopes an d  f ru s tr a t in g  d e c lin e s . Oddly, 

i t  d id  no t s u rfa c e  in  the p a p e rs  fo r  two o r  th re e  days - -  I  b e lie v e  

T h u rsd a y , A nd s in c e  then  the p a p e rs  have sp ec u la ted , p ro b ed , m ade 

i t  ju s t  a s  d iff icu lt a s  p o ss ib le .

L a s t  n ig h t w hen we w en t to bed , Lyndon le f t  a  c a l l  f o r  2:00 - -  

even  fo r  h im  th a t is  b iz a r r e  b e h a v io r . I  sa id , "W hat is  i t  h o n e y ? "

He sa id , " G e n e ra l W alt is  com ing  in . "

A t 2:00 the phone s h r i l le d  out and  Lyndon jum ped  up q u ick  a s  

a  f ir e m a n  and  w as in  h is  c lo th e s  and  d o w n s ta irs  to m e e t G e n e ra l 

A b ra m s . A p p a re n tly  th e re  w as a  w hole fu ll- f le d g e d  m e e tin g  in  the 

C ab in e t Room  w hich  w en t on fo r  s e v e ra l  h o u rs .

In the v e ry  e a r ly  m o rn in g , Lyndon an d  H a r ry  M c P h e rso n  and 

J im  Jo n es  an d  G e n e ra l A b ram s  cam e  o v e r  to the second  f lo o r , and 

G eo rg e  C h r is t ia n  and  Tom  Johnson . I h ad  given in s tru c t io n s  the n igh t 

b e fo re  to pu t the G e n e ra l in  327. I s t i l l  do no t know if  he h a d  any 

r e s t .  B ut fo r  h im  of c o u rs e  i t  w ill only  be 6:00 in  the a f te rn o o n .

’ A t any  r a te  he  had  so m eth ing  to e a t I  th ink.

. Lyndon w en t b a c k  to h is  o ffice  and  s ta y e d  a  w hile  - -  cam e

b a c k  ov e r  abou t 8 :00 ,. got in to  h is  p a jam as and  w ent to b ed  ju s t  a s  I  got
j........._ .. .....;  ̂ ■
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up. I a sk e d  few  q u e s tio n s . I t  is  b e t te r  not to know.

I  m e t  w ith  S im one and  H a r ry  M iddleton and  Don P e te r s o n  

on the  Ju ly  s c r ip t  fo r  abou t an  h o u r and  ha lf. And then  Jo e  F ra n tz  

c am e  o v e r . And a t  long  l a s t  w e had  a  look  a t  th e  o r a l  h is to r y  p ro je c t.

He show ed m e  a  long l i s t  co m p iled  fro m  m an y  s o u rc e s  of the  people 

th a t they  hoped  to in te rv ie w . T hey  have done ab o u t 65 in te rv ie w s  

h e  s a id . I  am  c o n c e rn e d  th a t  no one in te rv ie w e d  y e t have re q u e s te d  

th e i r  ta p e s  be  c lo se d  fo r  a  p e r io d  of y e a r s .  I  w ant them  to  be can d id  

and  th o ro u g h , w h a te v e r  th ey  say . We canno t plow th is  f ie ld  tw ice 

fo r  la c k  of m on ey , fo r  la c k  of tim e , fo r  la c k  of w illin g n e ss  of the p e rso n  

to be in te rv ie w e d  ag a in . If th ey  a r e  going to add  to h i s to r ic a l  know ledge, 

th ey  m u s t  be  good.

D r. F r a n tz  a g re e d  th a t he thought i t  w ould be  a  good  id ea  to 

h av e  a n  a r m 's  len g th  g roup  of h is to r ia n s  - -  v e ry  lik e ly  the rev iew  

c o m m itte e  w hich  c o n s is ts  of A llen  N evins and  J a m e s  M c G re g o r  B u rn s , 

L ew is  S ta r , R ic h a rd  S h a llan o r, John Hope F ra n k lin , F r a n k  V andi v e r  

and  H a r r y  R an so m  - -  r e a d  s e v e ra l  of th e se  tap es  w ith in  th e  next few  

w eek s and  s e e  i f  we w e re  doing  a  good job w ith  them .

L u c i c a lle d . Som eth ing  ex c itin g  is  happen ing  to h e r .  I  h ad  

a r ra n g e d  fo r  M adam e S houm atoff to com e down and do a  w a te r  c o lo r  

o f L u c i fo r  L y n d o n 's  C h r is tm a s  p r e s e n t .  She w ould  do i t  in  the B lue 

R oom , w e h ad  d ec id ed , on a  d a rk  b lu e  evening  d re s s  w ith  the puffed
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s le e v e s  and  w hite  la c e  f ro n t th a t L ynda say s  m ak e s  h e r  lo o k  lik e  a 

sex y  p u r ita n . She c a lle d  th a t M adam e Shoum atoff w ould lik e  to  u se  

327 b e c a u se  of the lig h t. Agha s t ,  I  s a id  "n o " , we h ad  a  g u e s t in  th e re , 

o r  m ig h t have a  g u e s t in  th e re . He m u s t no t be d is tu rb e d . H is 

p r e s e n c e  is  a  t ig h t-h e ld  s e c r e t  in  a  house  th a t is  fu ll of s e c r e t s  

th e s e  day s .

O v er L y n d o n 's  b ed  a t  12:00 m id n ig h t to  6:00 a .m .  th e re  is  

a  c o n s ta n t t r a f f ic  of m a n ila  fo ld e rs  w ith  a r e d  tag  and  p a p e r s  in s id e  

th a t  say  "E y e s  O nly", "T op S e c re t" .

A t noon I  w en t to M r. P e r  fo r  a  h a ir -d o  w ith  a  s a c k  fu ll of 

w o rk , fa ilin g  fo r  once to have m y  sw im  b e fo re  hand.

And th en  down to the B lue Room  to g re e t  an  a r t i s t  n am ed  

V ic to r  L am key who ab o u t two y e a r s  ago h ad  w an ted  to g ive a  b u s t 

to the P r e s id e n t  - -  one th a t he  h ad  done of the P re s id e n t  f ro m  p ic tu re s .  

Lyndon h a d  w r i t te n  th a t he w ould be g lad  to a c c e p t i t ,  an d  I  h ad  a sk e d  

h im  to  com e to te a  an d  b r in g  the b u s t. He b ro u g h t a long  two f r ie n d s , 

M r .  and  M rs . K ay an d  th e ir  s m a ll  son  abou t five . And th e re  they  

w e re  in  the B lue R oom , looking a  l i t t le  i l l  a t  e a se , and  th e  b u s t w hich  

w as h e ro ic  s iz e  s ittin g  on the tab le . I  had  Bob K nudsen a n d  we d id  

lo ts  o f p ic tu re s .  And M rs . Kay had  b ro u g h t h e r  own c a m e ra .  And 

the l i t t l e  boy r a c e d  round  and  ro u n d  the  r o om .
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I d id  m y b e s t  to put us  a l l  a t  e a se  - -  took  them  in  the G reen  

R oom  an d  we h a d  tea  and  coo k ies  and  m ilk  fo r  th e ir  l i t t le  boy  and  I 

s e n t  fo r  a  copy of the "L iv in g  W hite H o u se"  and  a  book on the P re s id e n t  

fo r  the ch ild . A nd w e m ad e  c o n v e rsa tio n  fo r  about 15 m in u te s . And I 

ex p la in ed  the L ib r a r y  w h ere  the b u s t w ould go, a long  w ith  other  w o rk s  

of a r t .

And th en  sa id  goodbye to them  and  tu rn e d  them  o v e r  to a  guide 

who w as to show  them  the W hite H ouse.

A nd th en  b r ie f ly  b a c k  u p s ta i r s  fo r  m y  seco n d  te a  o f the a fte rn o o n . 

I t  w as one of th o se  days w ith  fo u r  ap p o in tm en ts  in  a  row  a n d  co ffee o r  

tea  o ffe re d  w ith  each . I can  m ak e  a no b e t te r  a t t r ib u te  f o r  a  F i r s t  

L ady  than  to be a n  a b so lu te ly  d isc ip lin e d  e a te r ,  w hich  m e a n s  to say  

"no  thank  you" often .

My n ex t ap p o in tm en t w as none o th e r  than  M rs . Mr s . John W ill 

P a t t i l lo  - -  M iss  C la ra  - -  now fo r  som e y e a r s  a  widow, a n d  fo r  15 y e a r s  

m a r r i e d  to  m y  U ncle Jo h n  W ill in  B illin g s le y , A lab am a w ho had 

m a n a g e d  m y  A lab am a p ro p e r ty  - -  m y  m o th e r 's  f i r s t  c o u s in  he w as.

And a  f r ie n d  of h e r s  who h ad  b ro u g h t h e r  - -  M rs . M cC oach. And we 

s p e n t n e a r ly  a n  h o u r of ta lk ing  ab o u t A labam a k info lks - -  L u c ille  

an d  N e ttie  M aso n  and  E la in e  and  A unt E lle n , an d  v e ry  e s p e c ia lly  of 

c o u r s e  of U ncle John  and  days of good w hile gone.
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B ack  u p s ta i r s  I w ent to bed  fo r  though I had  not s h a re d  th e  

■work of the n ig h t I had  in d eed  s h a re d  the s le e p le s s n e s s .

L y n d o n 's  b e d  w as lo a d e d  w ith  the  r e d  tag  fo ld e rs  th a t w e r e  

top s e c r e t ,  an d  m in e  w as lo ad ed  w ith  p ic tu re s  and  books to  be 

a u to g ra p h e d  fo r  C h r is tm a s  - -  the h e ig h t of an  u n fa ir  d iv is io n  of 

la b o r  I  w o rk ed  fo r  a  w hile  on them  - - no ch an ce  of r e a l  s le e p . A nd 

th en  c lo s e  to  5 :30, I  w ent o v e r  to E rn ie  G o ld s te in 's  o ffice  to a t te n d  

the end  of a  m e e tin g  on ex h ib its  fo r  the L B J L ib ra ry . S e c r e ta ry  Cohen 

w as  th e re ,  an  ex h ib its  m an  fro m  Space, s e v e ra l  peop le  fro m  th e  

S m ith so n ia n , so m eo n e  I  th in k  fro m  USIA.

I  g a th e re d  th is  g ro u p  w as m ee tin g  fo r  the th ird  tim e , th a t  they  

hoped  to  p lan  an d  m aybe pu t to g e th e r  one o r  m o re  ex h ib its  f o r  the  

L ib r a r y  on h e a lth  o r  ed u ca tio n  b i l l s ,  on sp a ce . I am  drow ning  in  

a  s e n se  o f tim e  runn ing  out, of try in g  to g ra sp  e v e ry  m o m en t a n d  

o v e r ta k e  so m an y  e lu s iv e  an d  f le e tin g  g o a ls .

I had  a  fee lin g  th is  w as a  good id ea  they  w e re  w ork ing  on an d  

g re a t  b r a in s  w ork ing  on it. B ut th a t they  s im p ly  cou ld  no t get i t  done 

in  the  re m a in in g  2 - 1 /2  m o n th s . A t an y  r a te ,  a t  long la s t ,  w e h a v e  

f in a lly  got Lyndon in te r e s te d  and  m oving  on the L ib ra ry .

He se n t fo r  m e . I  w en t to jo in  h im  in  the C ab in e t R oom , a n d  

th e re  w e re  a l l  the W hite H ouse F e llo w s  a s se m b le d  - -  c a m e ra s  a n d  

p r e s s ,  an d  W a lte r  H uem an, the P r e s id e n t  of the W hite H ouse F e llo w s  

A sso c ia tio n  w as rea d in g  a  r e p o r t  to the P re s id e n t  tha t th ey  had  a l l
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put to g e th e r  - -  th e ir  su g g es tio n s  of th ings th a t ought to be  done.

A nd then  Lyndon a n sw e re d  it. And bo th  of them  co u ld  have b e e n  

100 p e rc e n t  b e t te r  if  they  h ad  no t r e a d  a  th ing bu t h ad  ju s t  g o tten  

u p  an d  ta lk ed . T h a t 's  the s o r t  of m ee tin g  I w an t to have w ith  th e  

W h ite  H ouse  F e llo w s . We have done i t  b e fo re . And I  w an t so  m u ch  

to do it  once m o r e  b e fo re  we leav e  h e r e .  J u s t  the 15 of them  a n d  

th e ir  w iv es  an d  u s , and  m aybe th re e  o r  fo u r s ta ff.

A nd th en  cam e  a  te r r i f i c ly  n ice  p a r t  of the  p ro g ra m . T h e y  

p re s e n te d  m e  w ith  a  v e rm e il  bam boo bow l - -  ch a rm in g ly  in s c r ib e d  

f ro m  the W hite H ouse F e llo w s . I  w as ab so lu te ly  d e lig h ted . T h is  I 

h av e  m e a n t to buy fo r  m y se lf  a s  m y  going aw ay p re s e n t  fro m  th e  

W h ite  H ouse. And I  m ade a  re sp o n s e  to the group  th a t w as not 

r e a d  and  th a t I  th in k  e n c o m p a sse d  them  a l l  in  m y  d e lig h t. I t  w a s  n ice 

to ge t even  a  g l im p s e  of John  G a rd n e r  and  John M acy.

A nd then  s t i l l  not knowing the b u rd e n  of the d a y 's  d e c is io n s ,  

in  a  s o r t  of su sp en d ed  in  tim e  an d  u n c e r ta in ty  fee lin g  I got in  th e  

lim o u s in e  an d  d ro v e  b a c k  to  the h o s p ita l  fo r  a  v is i t  w ith  L ynda, 

a r r iv in g  a b o u t 6:30 to find  h e r  in  h igh  good s p i r i t s ,  on a  s o r t  o f a  

w ave o f e u p h o ria  th a t w as a d e lig h t to w atch .

H er ro o m  is  fu ll o f r o s e s  - -  pink, re d , w h ite , yellow . She 

^ h a s  h ad  so m e  d a r lin g  l e t t e r s  and  te le g ra m s  - -  abou t 350 y e s te rd a y .

T h e re  w as one th a t m ad e  t e a r s  com e to h e r  ey es  - -  a  sw ee t one from
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E th e l K ennedy. H e r  k in d n ess  s ta b s  you anew  w ith  a  s e n s e  of h e r  

own s itu a tio n . ' B ut th e re  w e re  d e a r , cu te , sw ee t th in g s . And m o s t 

e s p e c ia lly  fro m  the pub lic , people she d o e s n 't  know  a t  a l l  - -  lo ts  of 

s e rv ic e  w iv es .

I  s ta y e d  ab o u t two h o u rs ,  and  then d ro v e  h o m e . F a ll  is  r e a l ly  

co m in g . It i s  r e a l ly  ch illy , an d  the leav es  a r e  fa llin g .

Lyndon c am e  o v e r  fo r  d in n e r  abou t 9:30 w ith  M a ry  R a th e r .

He i s  tak in g  a  b ad  co ld . A t le a s t  up to now, the  p r e s s  does no t seem  

(̂  ; to know of G e n e ra l A b ra m 's  p re s e n c e . He h a s  a l r e a d y  le f t to r e tu rn .


