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H allow een  Day. It had  been  a  s le e p le s s  n igh t. Lyndon had a 

b ad  c o ld . He w as aw ake a t  4 :00 and ag a in  a t  5:00. We gave up  and 

h ad  b re a k fa s t  ab o u t 7 :30. H is th ro a t  and  vo ice  w e re  aw fu l - -  an  i l l  

beg inn ing  fo r  a  m o m en to u s  day.

I sp en t the m o rn in g  re c o rd in g , w ork ing  a t  m y  d e sk  w ith  A shton, 

c a lle d  L ynda a t  the h o sp ita l and  d isp a tch e d  H elen  to  h e lp  h e r  p ack .

A nd L u c i, who w as n e v e r  m o re  in  h e r  e le m e n t to h e lp  L ynda w ith  

m a k e u p  and. g e ttin g  d r e s s e d  and  tak ing  c a r e  of the b aby  w hile  they 

d ro v e  h o m e.

A nd th en  a t  11:00 to the L in co ln  S itting  Room  - -  m y  v e r y  fa m il ia r

g ro u n d  - -  fo r  a  m e e tin g  w ith  S im one an d  H a r ry  M idd leton  an d  L e o n a rd

M a rk s  and  John  S eco n d a ri who m ay  do one of the l i t t le  1 0 -m in u te

d o c u m e n ta ry  on som e fa c e t  o f th is  A d m in is tra tio n . C o n se rv a tio n  is

w h a t I w ould  lik e  h im  to do.

O v er u s  hangs the e v e r  d a rk en in g  c louds of not enough tim e .

In  2 - 1 /2  m o n th s  s o m e  d o o rs  w ill  be c lo se d , the s ta ff  d is p e r s e d ,

r e c o rd s  h a rd  to  co m e by . If we w ould m ak e  a s t a r t  on th is  now , how

m u ch  b e t te r  i t  w ould be.

John  s u r p r i s e d  m e by say ing  th is  m u s t  be  a  v e ry  p e rs o n a l

a p p ro a c h  - -  " I , the P re s id e n t ,  w o rk ed  on c o n se rv a tio n  b e c a u s e .. . "

I  f lin c h  fro m  it .  I  do no t r e a l ly  a g re e .  I  th ink  h e 's  ju s t  b ig  enough

to se e  th a t i t  i s  one of the s e v e ra l  m o s t im p o rta n t th ings o v e rtak in g
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c iv il iz a tio n  today  - -  the need  fo r  c o n se rv a tio n  th a t is .

. We m e t fo r  an  h o u r. M iddleton  w ill t ry  to p r e p a re  a s c r ip t ,  

a  g e n e ra l  th e m e . Jo h n  S e c o n d a r i w ill s e e  ab o u t how  h e  co u ld  im p le m e n t 

i t  in  the 10 m in u te s  o r  so . N othing tied  up f irm ly .

I  w en t in  L y n d a 's  room  w hich  is  w aiting  - -  w a rm  w ith  b o o k s 

an d  p ic tu re s  and  h e r  r e c o rd  p la y e r .

A nd n e x t i s  L u c i 's  fo r  the  b ab y . And th e re  i s  th e  w h ite  w ic k e r  

b a s s in e t  th a t J im m y  Al re d  gave u s  n e a r ly  25 y e a rs  ago  fo r  L ynda . And 

i t  h a s  r a i s e d  a t  le a s t  a  d o zen  b a b ie s . Now i t  i s  a l l  f r e s h  and  d a in ty  

w ith  th e  r ib b o n s  an d  la c e . And in s id e  a  l i t t le  p illow  th a t L ynda B ir d  

had  w hen she  w as a  baby . And a  w h ite  c h e s t - -  m y  g ift - -  th a t W a r r ie  

L ynn h a s  p a in ted  w ith  l i t t le  f ig u re s  fro m  "W innie the P o o h " .

L u c i is  u p s ta i r s  in  the B lue T o ile  room  w hich  su its  h e r  

e x q u is ite ly . A nd P a t r ic k  Lyn n ex t d o o r in  the l i t t l e  R o se  S ittin g  ro o m , 

le av in g  o u r two m a in  g u es t ro o m s  s t i l l  f r e e .

I  h ad  lu n ch  in  m y  ro o m , kep t on g e ttin g  m e s s a g e s  f ro m  the 

S e c re t  S e rv ic e  about L y n d a 's  tim e  of a r r iv a l .  Lyndon h ad  b e e n  a le r te d  

too . A nd a  l i t t le  b e fo re  3:00, I w en t down to the South P o r t ic o . T h e re  

w as Lyndon an d  enough p r e s s  to w elco m e a  v is it in g  C h ief of S ta te  - -  

e s p e c ia l ly  the w om en m e m b e rs  w ith  th a t p a r t ic u la r  e x c ite m e n t th a t  

th ey  r e s e r v e  fo r  the h igh  m o m en ts  of w eddings and  b a b ie s .
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We w e re  a  l i t t le  e a r ly . Lyndon put h is  a rm  o v e r m y  sh o u ld e r  

an d  we w alk ed  o v e r  to the R o se  G ard en  w h ere  q u ie tly  aw ay  fro m  the 

p r e s s  he sa id , " I t lo o k s  lik e  E lls w o r th  B u n k er h as  done the im p o ss ib le . 

H e 's  g o tten  T h ieu  a b o a rd  fo r  the bom bing  h a lt ."

It h ad  b ee n  on ag a in , off ag a in  in  the m o s t n e rv e - ra c k in g  

fa sh io n  fo r  the l a s t  two d ay s , a t  the v e ry  b lad e  edge of happen ing  

and  then  n o t q u ite . In fa c t  th is  w hole m o n th  of O c to b er h a s  b e e n  

one of the m o s t  u n re m ittin g  s t r a i n ,  the  m o s t p r o tr a c te d  tension, th a t  

I  e v e r  r e m e m b e r  in  o u r five y e a r s  h e re .

G eo rg e  C h r is t ia n  an d  Tom  Jo hnson  c am e  up, and  th ey  q u ie tly  

ta lk ed  ab o u t w hen to m ake the an n o u n cem en t. T hey  d ec id ed  b e tw een  

7 an d  8 to n ig h t. I w as g ra te fu l  i t  had  a lre a d y  b een  r e c o rd e d  - -  

L y n d o n 's  v o ice  w as so bad .

A nd then  the  b ig  b la c k  c a r  cam e  in to  the d riv ew ay , and  ou t got 

L u c i c o m p le te ly  in  h e r  e le m e n t c a r ry in g  the baby  u n til L ynda cou ld  

get out.

L ynda w as w e a rin g  h e r  going aw ay co s tu m e  fo r  h e r  w edding - -  

the lo v e lie s t  o r a n g e - r e d  co a t an d  d r e s s  w ith  a  b r ig h t s c a r f  a ro u n d  h e r  

n e ck  - -  h e r  m ak eu p  b e a u tifu lly  done, h e r  h a ir  s im p le  bu t e le g a n t w ith  

a  fa l l ,  look ing  a b so lu te ly  ra d ia n t.  The baby  had  on a  d r e s s  th a t L ynda 

h ad  w o rn  a s  a  b aby  and  l i t t le  b o o tie s  an d  a  w h ite  b lan k e t k n itte d  by  

h e r  g ra n d m o th e r  Robb. And in  h e r  d a r k  h a i r  th e re  w as a  l i t t le  yellow
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rib b o n  - -  a n o th e r  on h e r  b lan k e t.

A ll the new s la d ie s  c lu s te r e d  a ro u n d , c luck ing  hap p ily , and  

a sk e d  of c o u rs e  ab o u t the y e llo w  rib b o n . Lynda sa id , " In  h e r  h a i r  

sh e  w o re  a  yellow  rib b o n , she w o re  i t  in  the sp rin g  tim e  and  in  the 

m o n th  of M ay." W hen they  a sk e d  h e r  why she w o re  i t ,  "She w o re  

i t  f o r  h e r  D addy w ho is  f a r ,  f a r  aw ay."

A nd then  th e re  w e re  lo ts  and  lo ts  of p ic tu re s  w hich  w ill  no 

doubt soon  find  th e ir  w ay to V ie t-N a m . A ll of u s  to g e th e r  an d  ju s t  

L ynda an d  baby .

And th en  w e w en t u p s ta i r s  to  M iss  G la s e l  and  p eace  a n d  r e s t  

fo r  L ynda.

In  the m id -a f te rn o o n  th e re  w as a  p a r ty  in  the S o la riu m  - -  

a  s u r p r i s e  H allow een  b ir th d a y  p a r ty  fo r  H elene, p lanned  by L u c i, 

w ith  th a t d e a r  room  d e c o ra te d  w ith  p a p e r  c u to u ts  and  p u m pk ins and  

o ra n g e  ic e  c re a m  w ith  ch o co la te  sa u c e, and  s ta ff  and  H e le n e 's  m o th e r  

ju s t  ab o u t 25 of u s . L u c i is  a  good f r ie n d .

I s ta y e d  a  l i t t le  w h ile  an d  then  w en t b a ck  to w o rk  - -  the day  

a  s o r t  of su sp en d ed  w aiting  fo r  L y n d o n 's  an n o u n cem en t. T h is  h a s  

b een  a  m o n th  of w a itin g . A nd then  f in a lly  c lo se  to 7:00 f i r s t  to  the 

m a p  room  an d  then to  L y n d o n 's  o ffice w ith  L uc i and  H elene . A nd 

th e re  a  l i t t le  p a s t  7:00 w e w atch ed  Lyndon on TV on a l l  th re e  fa c e s  of
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TV , m ak in g  the an n o u n cem en t of the bom bing h a lt .

The nex t h o u r w as the m o s t lu d ic ro u s  m ix tu re  of g rav e  and  

h eav y  an d  w a rm  a n d  funny. Lyndon and  I s a t s id e  by s id e  and  w a tch ed  

the  s to ry  of the bom bing  h a l t  un fo ld . S taff cam e  in  an d  out - -  R ostow , 

C h r is t ia n ,  J o n e s , L a r r y  L ev in so n , Tom  Johnson . And in  the m id s t  

of i t  a l l ,  th e re  w as Lyn d r e s s e d  in  h is  H allow een  su it - -  a  r e d  and  

w h ite  c o s tu m e  th a t sa id , "S u p er P r e s id e n t" .  And in  h is  fa t l i t t le  

h an d  a  pum pkin .

C He k ep t on try in g  to get h is  g ra n d fa th e r 's  a tte n tio n  an d  Lyndon

sa id , "L yn , go k is s  g ra n d p a ,"  a n d  po in ted  to the s c re e n . And Lyn 

w en t o v e r an d  gave h im  a  b ig  k is s ,  f i r s t  on one s c re e n , th en  a n o th e r  

an d  then  a n o th e r .

W hen i t  w as o v e r , we w atch ed  the c o m m e n ta to rs . M ost of th em  

w e re  good. W hat a  change.

And th e re  on the f lo o r  w as L u c i, p lay ing  lik e  she  w as abou t

2 y e a r s  o ld  w ith  L yn  c lim b in g  a l l  o v e r h e r .  W hat a  scen e  i t  i s  going 

to  be w hen h is  D addy f i r s t  s e e s  th a t l i t t le  boy. H e 's  the l i t t l e  boy th a t  

d a d d y 's  d re a m  ab ou t.

M ary  an d  Ju a n ita  w en t b a c k  o v e r  to the second  f lo o r  w ith  u s , 

and  Tom  Joh n so n  an d  G eo rg e  C h r is t ia n  cam e fo r  d in n e r . A nd W a rr ie  Lynn 

an d  H elen e . A nd th e r e 's  a  s ig h  in  o u r  v o ices  w hen we look  a t  W a rr ie  

Lynn. We w ill be say in g  goodbye to h e r  to m o rro w  fo r  two y e a r s .
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We l is te n e d  to a l l  the new s. T h e re  w e re  so m e  p re t ty  a c id  

c a l ls  fro m  the pu b lic , c a llin g  i t  a  p o lit ic a l m ove on one of th e  open  

te lep h o n e  p ro g ra m s .

I t had  b een  a  good sp eech , and  I w as p ro u d . I  e s p e c ia lly  lik ed  

the l in e s :  " I  do no t know who w ill be in a u g u ra te d  a s  the 37th P r e s id e n t  

o f th e  U nited  S ta te s  n ex t J a n u a ry , b u t I do know th a t  I  s h a ll  do a l l  that 

I  c a n  in  th e  n ex t few  m o n th s  to t r y  to lig h ten  h is  b u rd e n s ."

W hat an  e x tr a o rd in a ry  co m b in a tio n  he is  of a  p a s s io n a te  a d v o c a te , 

a  p a r t is a n ,  and  y e t co o l, ju d ic io u s  an d  a lw ay s w ith  a  long v iew .


