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ﬁalloween ’Day. It had been a sleepless night; L}ndon had a
bad coid.- He was awake a; 4:00 ban_d‘ again at 5:00. We gavé up and
ﬁayl_ b.z'eakfasf: avbout 7:?;70.- His throaf and voiée were awful —-; ar.z ill
bégiqning'fox; a'.rnbfnegfous day. -

1 s'vpe;-r."lt‘ the mofﬁiﬁg :c'eé.orvding,‘ w.o,rk_i.vng a‘t my desk with Ashton,
called I_.,yn'da.' Aaxt?the hosbitai vand’.“ dispatchéd Helen to helpv her pack.,

~And Luci, who was :rxé\}er more ’in her elérnént ’to"help vLynda with | ,
.,m akeﬁé and. ge?ting dregsed a.r_x»d’ta.king‘ c‘ax"e:o'f the ia‘aby while they
) _drbvé home. |
~ And then'at 11:00 to the :Lincoln Sitt‘ir'ig'Room' -- rﬁy '\re.ry_'fa;milia):.f
ground -- for a meeting w1th .Sivmc‘:nve and; Haify Middleton and Le.onard
Marké and John Secondari who lmay do one of the little 104m_inﬁte
document;,ry on‘so‘me‘faﬁe‘t of this Administ:?ation. Consexrvation is
what I _woum i;l;é him to do.
- ".Over 1;3 hangs thieb ever‘darkening c101.1'd.s.'of not énough time.
o “In."_Z—llv’/-Z Amoxv;ths some dq'oi';‘rl:isv will be ci.osed, t}{e staff .dispers‘ed, |
' ret.:ovr‘ds' hard to 'co'me_.by.“'iif we ﬁouid make a start on this now,v how
much better 1t would be. - |

Jo.hni siiz.'p:rvised me by saying this.‘mﬁs't b.e’a very ﬁérsonal
'apprbach -- ';I, the E-fx-'es.ident,' worked on conservation because..b. M
i’ fiiﬁch frofn 1t I do not reé.lly agree, 1 think he's -just big. enou.gh

to see that it is one of the several most important things overtaking
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civilization today -- the need for conservation that is. .

. 'We met for an hour. Middleton will try to prepare a script,

a general theme. John Secondari will see about how he could implement "

it in the 10 mimités oi‘ so. Noth1ng tied up flrmly.

- I went in- Lynda s 'room Wthh is wa1t1ng ~- warm with books
and pictures.and hexj record player.;

And next is Luci's for the baby. And'the're is the white wicker

bassinet that Jimmy Alred gave us nearly 25 years ago for Lynda. And
C it he.s raised at least a dozen babies. Now it is all fresh ‘and dainty

"wich the ribboz»ls ana lace.  And inside a little plllow that Lynda Blrd

had when she was a ba.by And a white Chest -- my glft -- that Wa.rne

‘Lynn has pa.1nted with 11tt1e flgures from ”W1nn1e the Pooh''.

Luci is upstaifs in the Blue Toile room whieﬁ bsuit:s‘her
exquieitely; »vAnd Patrick Lyn ne;:t doo;- in‘the'little Rose Sitting room,
Jeaving our two m ain guest rooms still free. | |

I had lunch m my-.room, kept on gettieg rheseages ffom the

Secret Service .ebout Lyrida.'s' time of arrival. Lyndon had been alerted

too. And a 11tt1e before 3: 00 I went down to the South POI‘thO. There_

was Lyndon and enough press to welco_me a vjsiting Chief- of State --

especially the wor_nexi members with that particular excitement that -

- they reserve for the high moments of weddings and babies.
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We were a little ea;rly.’ Lyndon put his é.rm over.' my shoulder
and we walked over to thé Rbse Garden :where quietlf away from th?:
.pféss he said, “Iit‘.'.looké like Ells{vo‘rth Bunker has dong the ’im'pcvssible..

v He'é gotten Thieu aboard for t.he bombing.haltf " |

’ .I.t hé‘d, Beéﬁ on .a.ga‘.i'n,A ‘off a‘gain .in the Ilno.sf nerve-A-.zjacking -

' fashioﬁ for ‘the‘ iast’l;v:vo days, at .the very blade edg.ev of hapi)ening B )
and t;heny not quité., In fact this whole manth‘Aof October has_v‘b‘eén '

_ one .of the mo'st- unr’emﬁtting stra;’xlr;; . the m.oét protraéfed te“nsic‘m ‘thatvv»
I'e‘ver reﬁ?embe;; in o‘u:‘fiw‘.r‘e years here. |

- George Chriétié.n aﬁ:d ;Idm Johnson c#me ;.1p, _and‘ they quietly

talked abt;thhéri to makle_‘ the ahnouﬁcement. Tﬁey decided b'etweenA -
'7 a_nAdv 8 tbnight. 4_1 was 'grateful it'll;ad/ alr.eady beeq }jecqrded -
Lyndon's ;roice_\;vas éo bad.
| And then the big biack car came into the"idrivewa.y, and out got
Luéi cv:cv:rnpl‘étbely in her element carrying tﬁe _baby until Lynda could
ge§ out. ‘

o 'Lynda wvas’;v“r.earving her going away c.:osvtun'qe fqr her wedding .
the loveliest pfange;red coat an_d é.lré“ss with a.brighé sca,rAf around her
neck -- ﬁer ﬁakeup beautifulif dbne, hér hair 'sim‘ple but eiegant v._)ith

‘a fall, loo.king'. abé_olutely radiant, Th.e‘baby; ‘had on a dress that. Lynda
haé ﬁvorﬁ aé a baby _aﬁd littie boo’ti‘eAs and a white blanket knitted by

her grandmother Robb. And in her dark hair there was a little yellow
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ribbon -- another on her blanket.
All the news ladiés clustered around, vcluvc‘king happily, and
a:skgci of ‘cour_.se.babo.ut ‘the yéllow ribbon. | Lynda said, "In‘h.er hair
. she wore a yellow rib‘bOn, 'she" wcilre it in ‘t;.he spring time an& in.the
month of May. ' When‘they: a..sk'edvher why she WOre it, ""She ';vor'e .
’i‘t for hé: Daddy who is far, far‘ av}ay. "o | -

And then there were lots and lots of _;')ictures; which will no

- doubt soon find their way to Viet-Nam. All of us together and just

Lynda and baby..
And t}-‘llenv we went upstairs to Miss Glgsel and peacé and re sf_
for Lynda,.
Iﬁ the.mid-fafternoon there was a party in the Solariu;x;x -
a sufprise Halloween B_ii-thday party fo:; Helene, plaﬁned ‘by“Luci,
with thé.f dear room decoratea with paper cutouts and p\_lr@pkinls and
orange ice .crea;m with chééolate sause, and staff and Héleﬁe's'rﬁother -_-—' ;
jgst about 25 of us. -Luci is a .gpo.d’ f?iend.

I stayed a little whiié and thén wént back to v;}oric -- the day

a sért of s‘uspen'dbec.l waitiﬁg for Lyndon'ls announcémgnt. This has

béen a .ménth‘of .waiting.. An‘d theiﬁ f.iﬁany clpée to 7:00 first to the
.‘ma'.p r<.)orn and then to Lyhdon"s office with Luci .an;i ﬁeieﬁe. :Arlld A_

there a little past 7:00 we watched Lyndbn on TV on all three faces of
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TV, making the announcement of the bombing halt.

'The next hour was the most ludicrous mixture of grave and-

heavy and warm and funny.. Lynaon and I sat side by side and watched

the story of thefbombin‘g ﬁalt_:'unfold. Staff came in and out - Rostow,

" Christian, Jonés; Larry Levinson, Tom Johnson, And in the midst

of it all, there was Lyn dressed in his Halloween suit -- a red and
‘whitej;gost‘:ume'that sé.id, "Supér Presideﬁt"." And in ﬁis fat iittle
ha‘ndn a pﬁm pkin.
' H.e kept on ﬁrying to get hijs grandfa.thér's atténtioﬁ and Lyndon
said, ”L'yn,‘ ‘gb kivss grandpa, ' and poinfed to the sc‘r'een; And Lyn
went over and' gdvé him a big kiss, £ir§t on one sc.reen, then another
and then another.' |

When i£ was over, w,e watched tllge‘_ commentators, ‘Most of them
wefe good. Wha.t av.‘ c’hang.e. ,

And there on the floor was Luci, playing like she was about - |

2 years old with .Lyn‘climbing‘ all over her. What a scene it is going -

_to be when his Daddy first sees that little boy. He's the little boy thal;

daddy's drveam\ about.

‘Mary and Juanita went back over to the second floor with us,

.and Tom Johnson and GeorgeFChristian came for dinner., And Warrie Lynn

. and Helene. And there's a-sigh in our voices when we look at Warrie

Lynn.  We will be saying goodbye to her tomorrow for two years.
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We listened to all the news. thve;re were some pi‘etty’ aéid
calls »frém the public, cé.iling,it a politicgil move on one o.f the open
telePﬁOne programs,
= It had béeﬁ a good speech, and I was prbuci.l Iv .es.p‘ecially' liked
“the lines: R 8 dq nc;’ot, kr_;ov& wﬁo will be; inaugu?ated as the 37th President
- of the United. States ﬁext January, butl dojkhow thé,t I shall do all that
| I can in the next few m onthé .to try to lighteh his burdens. " B
| W‘hét é.n éxtraordinary‘combination he .is of a passiona.;e_advdcate,' »

a partisan; and yet cool, judicious and always with a long view.




