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We woke to the s t i l l  num bing, s to n e - in - th e - s to m a c h  fee ling  

of T h ie u 's  r e fu s a l  to go to P a r i s .  Lyndon ta lked  l i t t le  about it.  I 

f e l t  i t  by o s m o s is .

We both  woke e a r ly .  In fa c t  i t ' s  been  w eeks  an d  w eeks s ince  

he  h a s  s lep t  w ell.

We w ent to a  9:00 s e rv ic e  a t  F a th e r  S c h n e id e r 's  l i t t le  C atho lic  

c h u rc h  - -  Lyndon and  M a r ie  and J im  and Bob H a rd e s ty  and  H a r r y  

M id d le to n .  And then b ack  w ith  b a r e ly  tim e enough to m ake  a few 

c a l l s  and  go to the T r in i ty  L u th e ra n  C hurch . My a t te m p ts  to beg  off 

w e re  f r u i t l e s s .  And, he a l s o  g a th e re d  up M arie  an d  J im  - -  both good 

C a th o lic s  - -  and  Bob H a rd e s ty .

We w e re  b ack  a t  the R an ch  house  by  11:40, and H a r r y  M iddleton 

had  a l r e a d y  b een  in te rv iew in g  B il l  Duncan who m ay  be the aud iov isua l 

m a n  fo r  the L ib ra ry .

I a s k e d  them  up for a  cup of coffee along w ith  Colonel A lb r ig h t.  

And fee lin g  keen ly  m y  la c k  of e x p e r t i s e  in th is  f ie ld  I a sk e d  h im  a l l  the 

q u e s tio n s  I could  abou t h is  e x p e r ie n c e  and background  and told him  

w hat we hoped to do with the L ib r a r y  - -  i ts  a im s ,  i ts  im m e d ia te  

p ro b le m s .  I l iked  h im  v e ry  m u ch . He se e m e d  quite  p r a c t ic a l .  An 

Ind ian  a s  w ell  a s  a  Chief.

We a l l  s a t  down to one of M a ry 's  good lunches  - -  s h r im p  c u r r y
!

a n d  r ic e  w ith  e n t i r e ly  too m an y  d e l ic io u s  th ings to put on top of it .
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E a tin g  a t  the R anch  is  one of m y  p ro b le m s  - -  not enough e x e rc i s e  

and  s e l f - c o n t ro l  and  too m uch  good food.

And then M rs .  F r e d e r i c k  B u rg  cam e  and gave m e  a  co m b -o u t 

and. we le f t  fo r  H ouston  in the J e t s t a r  fo r  the r a l ly  a t  the A s tro d o m e  

fo r  H u b e r t  and  M u rie l .

T h e re  h a s  been  som e u n c e r ta in ty  a s  to w h e th e r  we w ould go.

B ut n e v e r  any  r e a l ly  in m y  m ind. F o r  a l l  the a l le g e d  a id e s  and  

c o m m e n ta to r s  tha t c a rp e d  about L yndon 's  cam paign ing  fo r  H ubert  

w ould  h u r t  h im , I th ink  Lyndon a lw ays  knew tha t H u b er t  would want 

h im , need  h im , fe e l  h u r t  if  he d id n 't  com e.

J im , M a r ie ,  Bob, H a r r y  M iddleton  and  M a r y  R a th e r  and  Lyndon 

and I le f t  abou t 3:00. We h ad  c a l le d  L uc i and  she w as a l r e a d y  down 

th e re .  She and P a t r i c k  Lyndon s tay ing  w ith  Dene Mann. But two 

h o u rs  in  H ouston w e re  s h e e r  d ra m a .

The J e t s t a r  s a t  down ju s t  in t im e  fo r  us to line up a t  the h ead  

of the r e d  c a r p e t  a s  M u rie l  and  H u b e r t 's  p lane tax ied  to a ha lt .  H u b e r t  - -  

that r a r e  m an  - -  a f te r  the bea tin g  of the l a s t  few w eeks s t i l l  looked
I

eb u ll ien t .  And M u rie l  b eau tifu l.  And th e re  w as tha t  qu ick  e le c t r ic

fee l in g  in the a i r  of p o ss ib ly  we w e re  w ith in  the r e a c h  of v ic to ry .  ^

I t  h as  a  r a c in g  e ffec t  th rough  a  c ro w d  ju s t  a s  h a s  the feeling  of

im pend ing  de fea t .  !
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I ro d e  in  w ith M u rie l  and  O pal - -  Lyndon a h e a d  w ith  H u b e r t  

and  the S enato r  o v e r  a  new highway that w as opened today fo r  the 

f i r s t  t im e .

And then th e re  w e re  g a th e r in g  c row ds and  the A s tro d o m e  in 

v iew , and  we w e re  out a t  the door and  th e re  w as Roy Hofheinz taking 

m e  b ack  sw iftly  27 y e a r s  in t im e  to o u r  cam p a ig n  of '41 when he 

w as  so young and  hand so m e and  a s  c h a rg e d  with en e rg y  a s  Lyndon 

h im s e l f  - -  the b r a in ,  the d r iv e ,  is  s t i l l  th e re ,  - -  the p e rso n a l i ty .  

But he is  too heavy  and  th e re  w as  a  qu ick  c lu tch  a t  m y  h e a r t .

We w alked  into th a t  v a s t  A s tro d o m e , and  th e re  b egan  an 

u n fo rg e t ta b le  h a lf  hou r.

We looked onto a v a r ia b le  s e a  of fa c e s .  My eyes  swept the 

fu ll  c i r c l e  u n d e r  tha t  huge dom e - -  58 ,000  I h e a rd  th e re  w e re .

The bands  b l a r e d ,  the f lags  and  s igns  - -  a l l  good ones - -  waved, 

the people  r o s e  in a  g r e a t  su rg in g  m a s s  to th e i r  fee t. And fro m

then on, unplanned  it s e e m e d  to m e , they took on the a s p e c t  of what
i
i m ig h t have taken  p lace  in the g r e a t  R om an co l ise u m . Lyndon took

H u b er t  by  the a rm  each  of them  r a i s e d  the o th e r  a r m  in  sa lu te  - -  

and  they s ta r t e d  on a  long m a rc h ,  the full c i r c u m fe re n c e  of the 

A s tro d o m e ,  follow ed by Roy, S en a to r  Y arbo rough , a c o te r ie  of 

C o n g re s s m e n  and  H ouston p o l i t ic a ls  w hile  M u rie l  and I and  Opal 

and  the o th e r  la d ie s  w alked  a c r o s s  the r e d  c a rp e t  (it s e e m e d  like  a
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full c i ty  block) to the c e n te r  of tha t v a s t  a r e n a  and m ounted  the 

p la tfo rm  and  w atch ed  the show.

As Lyndon and H u b er t  w alked , the bands in the se c t io n s  they 

a p p ro a c h e d  began  b l a r i n g  lo u d e r ,  the people  le t  out a  m igh ty  c h e e r  

and  de leg a tio n  b a n n e r s  waved, "T om  G re e n  County", " B e a r  County".

And then  an  e l e c t r i c  fee ling  w ent th ro u g h  the c row d  - -  quickly  t ra n s m i t te d .  

A nd of c o u r s e  th e re  had to be a clown. T he clown w as l i t t le  Lyn.

L uc i h ad  m e t  us a t  the door and had  gone w ith  m e and the 

la d ie s  to the p la tfo rm . But Lyn, n a tu ra l ly ,  had  gone w ith  h is  

g ra n d fa th e r ,  w e a r in g  h is  H u b e r t  H u m p h rey  s h i r t  - -  blue and  g re e n  

an d  w hite  and fu ll of HHH's - -  he w alked  along s tu rd i ly  behind  the 

two big m en , c lapp ing  w hen the  c ro w d  c lapped  - -  seem in g  to enjoy 

i t  a s  m u ch  a s  everybody . F o r  a w ays, Lyndon p icked  h im  up, told 

h im  to wave an d  he did. It w as  a  t r iu m p h a l  m a rc h .  And inev itab ly  

the nex t day the p a p e r  c a l le d  it  what m igh t have  b een  the l a s t  hu r ra h  

of h is  p a r t i s a n  p o l i t ic a l  c a r e e r ,  speak ing  of Lyndon.

Then they w e re  f ina lly  on the p la t fo rm .  Ralph m ade  a rousing  

; and b r ie f  speech . Lyndon m ad e  a  too long and too s tud ious  sp eech

fo r  th is  c ro w d  w hich he d e l iv e re d  a t  a  f a s t  c l ip  and b o re  down on the 

l in e s  - -  "T h a t  m an , m y  f r ie n d s  and  c o - w o rk e r s  fo r  20 y e a r s ,  is  a

i o3 h e a le r  and  a b u i ld e r  and w ill  r e p r e s e n t  a l l  the people  a l l  the tim e .

I H ubert H u m p h rey  has  w orked  a l l  h is  l i f e ,  not to gen erate  su sp ic io n
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and  not to g e n e ra te  f e a r  am ong  our people but to in s p i r e  them 

w ith  confidence in th e i r  a b i l i ty  to live  to g e th e r ."

It w as  good, though too long. And then H u b ert  ro se  - -  h o a r s e  

and  w e a ry ,  but fu ll of h is  w onderfu l s p e c ia l  qua li ty  of love fo r  people 

and  life , a  s tro n g  good sp eech . And then M u r ie l  w as  in tro d u c e d  and 

I an d  L uc i and  a l l  of the H u m p h rey  c h i ld re n  - -  Bob and Donna w e re  

th e r e  - -  she looked beau tifu l.  And Nancy an d  B ru c e ,  who is  so e a sy  

to  fee l  c lo se  to.

It w as  a  g r e a t  crow d, I looked down onto so m an y  f a m i l ia r  

f a c e s ,  including  som e eight o r  ten T e x as  C o n g re s sm e n  - -  C asey , 

Eckhard t, B ro o k s ,  K i k a  de la  G a rz a ,  K azen.

I have had  a  chan ce  to te l l  M u r ie l  th a t  she w as  the h e ro in e  of 

, a l l  th e se  w eeks  to m e  and  I thought to m il l io n s  of the A m e r ic a n  people . 

She h a s  g row n in  s ta tu r e ,  in s p i r i t ,  and in  ab il i ty .

When it  w as  o v e r  we hugged and s a id  goodbye. T hey  w e re  

s tay in g  fo r  a  r e c e p t io n  and  we w e re  going s t r a ig h t  back . Lyndon 

p r a c t i c a l ly  kidnapped Luci an d  l i t t le  P a t r i c k ,  and  i t ' s  a  te s t im o n y  

to the e la s t i c i ty  of that r e m a rk a b le  d au g h te r  of m ine  that she s a id  yes 

to h e r  daddy, knowing tha t a l l  h e r  luggage including m uch  n e c e s s a r y  

equ ip m en t fo r  th a t  l i t t le  boy w as  le f t  beh ind  a t  the M a n n 's  house .

We w e re  a i r b o rn e  in  the J e t s t a r  a  l i t t le  p a s t  6:00, a r r iv in g

a t  the R anch  a t  7:00.
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P a t r i c k  Lyn had  given the phones on the J e t s t a r  a  thorough 

w orkou t.  L u c i had bubbled  w ith  e c s ta s y  about going to m e e t  P a t  fo r  

R & R nex t S a tu rday . She say s  she d o e s n 't  c a r e  if  it snows in  H aw aii 

and  if  th e re  a r e  400 p r e s s  th e re  to w atch  them . And Lyndon is  go ing  

to get h is  ta i lo r  to do a  l i t t le  A ir  F o rc e  un ifo rm  fo r  P a t r ic k ,  co m p le te  

w ith  an y  e m b le m s  that a lo a d m a s te r  in P a t r i c k ' s  job would w e a r .

We had  a  d e lic io u s  d in n e r ,  and  then we w atched  Lyndon on 

TV d e l iv e r  in v e r y  s tro n g  and  thoughtful fash ion  it s e e m e d  to m e , 

a  p h ilo so p h ica l  and  b eau tifu l  sp eech  on the P re s id e n c y ,  quoting f ro m  

n ine  p r e s id e n ts  and  how they had  fe l t  abou t the  job. "T he  v o ices  of 

th e se  p a s t  p r e s id e n ts  say  tha t you m u s t  s e le c t  a  m a n  of c o n sc ien ce ,  

th ey  s a y  you m u s t  s e le c t  a  m a n  of conviction , but n e v e r  e le c t  a  m a n  

of n a r ro w  p a r t i s a n s h ip ."

I th ink  i t  w as  w ell  sa id ,  an d  w ell  t im ed . It m a y  re ig n  in 

so m e  of the a n g ry  p a s s io n  of som e people not yet decided .

We w en t to b ed  on a  note of a c h ie v e m e n t  and sa ts ifa c t io n .

MEMORANDUM


