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The day a f te r  the e lec t io n ,  when i t  w as a lm o s t  a s  i t  s e e m e d  

to m e a con tinua tion  of e lec t io n  night. I  had  gone to bed  a  l i t t le  p a s t  

m id n ig h t  w ith  H u b e r t  runn ing  n eck  and  neck  w ith  Nixon - -  a  s u rp r i s in g ,  

p o u r - th e - s t e a m - o n ,  m a g n if ic e n t  r a c e .  But the outcom e too c lo se  to 

know fo r  h o u rs  and  h o u rs .

O c c a s io n a lly  du ring  the night, I d r if te d  to c o n sc io u sn e s s  and 

could  h e a r  L yn d o n 's  TV on.

The n ex t  m o rn in g , b e fo re  8:00, I w ent in . He h ad  dozed, 

but had  b een  aw ake off and  on a l l  n ight. And the r e s u l t s  now w e re  

f a i r ly  f i rm ,  fo r  Nixon. T h a t is  in the e le c to r a l  co llege . But w ith  

the people  of the co u n try ,  i t  w as  s t i l l  a lm o s t  the sam e  p e rc e n ta g e  - -  

43 poin t som eth ing  fo r  one, 43 point som eth ing  fo r  the o ther .  And 

W a l la c e  m ak ing  the d if fe re n c e ,  bu t though f a r  below  what had  b een  

p re d ic te d  fo r  h im  som e two w eeks  ago.

J im  C ain  c a l le d  m e  and  to ld  m e that L u c i 's  f a th e r - in - la w ,

M r .  Nugent, had  b een  o p e ra te d  on fo r  d isc  tro u b le  in h is  back . It 

h ad  been  s e r io u s .  It w as a  good thing they had  gone on and o p e ra ted .

M y  re f le x  r e a c t io n  b a r e ly  r e s t r a i n e d  w as  to say, "D id  he vote 

a b s e n te e " ,  r a th e r  than  "How is  h e ? " .  J im  told  m e  he w ould be

o a l l  r ig h t.

S o m etim e  i n  the m id -m o rn in g  we c a l le d  M u rie l  and  H ubert .  \

Lyndon ta lked  to both of them, and I to both. And I w ish ed  I could
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have  p o u re d  a c r o s s  the w ire  the p r id e  and  r e s p e c t  and  a d m ira t io n  

I f e l t  fo r  them  in  the r a c e  they had  run . In a  way, they a r e  to d ay 's  

h e ro e s  fo r  m il l io n s  of A m e r ic a n s .

I do not r e m e m b e r  e x ac tly  when they  m ade th e ir  sp e ech es ,  

but H u b e r t 's  w as ga llan t and w a rm  and  i t  looked  to the fu tu re .  It 

w as  a  hea ling  sp e e c h  and  a  h igh  m o m en t in h is  c a r e e r .  And I thought 

N ix o n 's  w as a  w ise  and  hopefu l sp eech  - -  a c le a r -h e a d e d  one.

I b e l ie v e  i t  w as  so m e tim e  du rin g  th a t  m o rn in g  that I told Lyndon 

th e re  w e re  th re e  people  I w ould like  to ta lk  to - -  the M onroneys, the 

B ayhs, and  the B oggs. At som e point we did. The M onroneys had 

lo s t .  To m y  thinking the b ig g e s t  lo s s  in the Senate. B ut the B ayhs 

h ad  won a g a in s t  h eav y  odds. And the Boggs had  won in the h a r d e s t  

fought r a c e  they  have e v e r  had, I th ink on th e ir  p u re  p e r so n a l i ty  and 

f r ie n d s h ip .  H is  d a r in g  e sp ousal of open housing  h a s  c o s t  him h eav ily  

w ith  h is  cons ti tu en cy .

F in a l ly  we d rove  a ro u n d  - -  A r th u r  and  M athilde and  Lyndon 

and  I - -  o v e r  the M a r t i n  and  the Danz. I had  c a l le d  F r a n k  E rw in  

e a r l i e r  to a s k  if  he could  d r iv e  out and  have lunch w ith  u s .  Life 

m u s t  go on, and  the L ib r a r y  is  a  b i g  p a r t  of life  fo r  u s .  And F r a n k 's  

h and  in  i t  is  a  s tro n g  one.

 A. W. d ro v e  o v e r  and  the s ix  of u s  sa t  out on the l i t t le  south

f ro n t  p o rc h  beh ind  the co lum ns in  the b r i l l i a n t  w a rm  sunshine  and
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had  o u r  lunch on t r a y s .  I t ' s  a  funny thing. We had  been  looking 

fo r  a  p lace  p ro te c te d  f ro m  the wind. We ta lked  fo r  y e a r s  about 

bu ild ing  som e s o r t  of a wind b a r r i e r  out by the sw im m ing  pool.

And h e r e  on o u r  own f ro n t  p o rc h  by  chance we found i t  - -  p ro te c te d  

on th re e  s id e s  - -  and  it w as  n ippy w e a th e r  but b r ig h t ,  gold and  w arm  

by the sun.

We h a d  a  d e l ic io u s  lunch and  ta lk ed  and  ta lked  about the 

U n iv e rs i ty ,  i t s  d if f icu l t ie s ,  i t s  fu tu re ,  the new A d m in is t ra t io n  in 

A ustin , the incom ing  G o v ern o r  Sm ith, w hat John would do w ith  h is  

l i fe .  F r a n k  fe e ls  that H ouston  and  tha t law  f i rm  w ill  not con ta in  him  

a lw ay s .  T h e re  is  too m u ch  of that r a n c h e r  a t  h e a r t  in  John Connally.

I th ink  that A r th u r  i s  one of the h a r d e s t  h it  people  I know by 

the ou tcom e of the e lec t io n .  I know tha t ea c h  of u s  - -  e n o rm o u s ly  

p ro u d  of H u b e r t  - -  w e re  thinking w hat e ls e ,  w h e re ,  how, could  we have 

done so m eth in g  d if fe re n t  o r  m o re .  At any  r a te ,  T exas  had  gone fo r  

H u b e r t ,  and th a t  w as  our p r im a r y  c o n c e rn .

Y e s te rd a y  when we h ad  c a l le d  h im  and M u rie l  ju s t  a s  the f i r s t  

r e p o r t s  had  begun to com e in, we had  to ld  them  laughing ly  bu t p roud ly  

n e v e rth e le s s  tha t  they  had  c a r r i e d  Stonew all - -  no m a in  fe a t  in this  

G e rm a n  R epub lican  a r e a .

I f e l t  th a t  the T e x a s  vote w as  som ehow  a v ind ica tion  of Lyndon.

To m e ,  one of the good m o m e n ts  of the day w as  a TV p ro g ra m
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w h e re  W a lte r  C ro n k ite  and  T eddy  White w e re  analyz ing  the vote - -  two 

of the p r in c ip a l  s ta te s  - -  d e c is iv e  ones - -  I ll ino is  and T e x a s .  And 

Teddy W hite, in  a r a t h e r  f r e e - l i n e  m a lic io u s  way, a b e tted  by 

C ro n k ite ,  w as  pa in ting  a p ic tu re  of b o s s i s m  and c h ic a n e ry  and 

d ish o n e s t  c o n tro l  tha t w as  e s p e c ia l ly  the ta le n t  of th e se  two S ta tes .

And then John C onnally  w as  on the phone on the p ro g ra m .  And in 

a  c o u r te o u s ,  m a s te r fu l ,  tough way he c a l le d  M r. W h ite 's  hand, 

a n s w e re d  h is  c h a rg e s  in a  w ay that soon had  them f lu t te r in g  apology.

We w en t r id ing  in  the sunsh ine  - -  A r th u r  and  M athilde and 

Lyndon and  I and  A. W. We put F r a n k  on the plane to go b ack  into 

A ustin . And then  a  l i t t le  l a t e r  we took the K r im s  to the p lane . They 

m u s t  be b a c k  in New Y o rk  tonight. And s t i l l  l a t e r  we d rove a ro u n d  

w ith  Lyndon and  M a r ie  and  Yolanda - -  to look a t  h o u se s  w h ere  

Y olanda m igh t p o s s ib ly  live c lo se  to the R anch  and  be on Lyndon 's  

s e c r e t a r i a l  s ta f f  - -  and  M r.  W yrick  whom Lyndon is  try ing  to get 

to go to w o rk  fo r  u s .  We looked  a t  h is  g r a n d fa th e r 's  old house . I 

th ink  she l iked  that. And a l s o  the Sch a r n h o r s t  Cowboy house  - -  

too iso la te d  and  f a r  aw ay  she  thought. Off and  on du ring  the day 

I w ent out to the h a n g a r  which B e s s  and M a ry  Ka l tm a n  and  our 

g r e a t  so u rc e  of co m fo r t  and  help , Wee ze D eathe, w ere  t ra n s fo rm in g  

~  in to  a  gay p lace  fo r  the m i l i t a r y  p a r ty  tonight with b r ig h t  table c lo th s

and  c re p e  p a p e r  cu tou ts  in shocking p ink  and  b r ig h t  b lu es  and  g re e n s
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and  M e x ic a n  p i n a t a s  banging  f ro m  the ce iling . B e s s  is  an  ab so lu te  

gen ius .  I told Wee ze she  had  b e t t e r  l e a r n  a l l  she could. She and  I 

would soon be on o u r  own.

We had  in v i te d  a l l  the m i l i t a r y  s ta f f  tha t s e rv e d  the Ranch 

s ta t io n e d  in T e x a s .  T hey  have n e v e r  a t ten d ed  in  a l l  th e se  five y e a r s  

one of o u r  happy s ta f f  p a r t i e s  a t  the W hite H ouse . They w e re  the 

Signal C o rp s  who h and led  the m ic ro p h o n e s  and  p. a . s y s te m s  and 

ev e ry th in g  f o r  the p r e s s  c o n fe re n c e s  and  ru n  the p ro je c to r ,  a l l  of 

the h e l ic o p te r  c rew , the boys who o p e ra te  the te lephones  f ro m  

m id n ig h t  to 8 a . m .  o r  m an  the tow er o r  the f i r e f ig h te r  c re w  who 

thank  h eav en s  have n e v e r  b een  b u sy  so f a r  a s  I know. The s te w a rd s  

who take c a r e  of the s ta f f  gues t h o u se  - -  the w hole n e tw o rk  of su p p o rt  

fo r  the P r e s id e n t .  T h e re  m u s t  h av e  b een  som e 150, b e c a u se  w ith  

th e i r  w iv es  we had  a  gues t  l i s t  of about 300.

I had  added  only Ken G e tt is  and  P a u l  Glenn and Tom M ills  - -  

they  a r e  r e a l ly  a t ta c h e d  to the White H ouse but down h e re  now. And 

C la re n c e  K netsch .

A l i t t le  p a s t  6:00 we w ent out to the h an g a r  - -  Lyndon and  I - -  

d r e s s e d  to r e tu r n  to W ashington, and  spen t a  b u sy  hour and  a  ha lf  w ith 

th em . I m oved  f ro m  g roup  to g roup  and  in tro d u c e d  m y se lf  and met 

th e i r  w iv es .  And i t  soon tu rn e d  into a au to g rap h in g  m a ra th o n .  I had  

a lw ays  r a t h e r  ta lk , look  a t  th em , a s k  them about w hat they do. But 

once s ta r te d ,  i t  is  h a r d  to tu rn  off.
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We had  b e e r  and m a r g a r i t a s  south  of the h a n g a r  w h ere  the 

f a rm  p ickups u su a lly  s tay . And th is  too w as d e c o ra te d .  And th e re  

w as  c a bri to - -  the f i r s t  fo r  som e of the e a s t e r n e r s .  And the b e s t  

n o ch es  s p e c ia ls  I 'v e  e v e r  ta s ted .

And then we f i led  in s id e  and  everybody  w ent down the line  

and heaped  o u r  p la te s  fu ll  w ith  M exican  food and found s e a ts  a t  one 

of the long n a r ro w  tab le s .  The ro o m  w as  bulging. I nu tti ly  blew  

a k is s  to Sandy F o x  who had  added  to the o ccas io n  by m aking  the 

m o s t  a r t i s t i c  and  a t t r a c t iv e  l i t t le  inv ita t io n  - -  I th ink I  m u s t  have 

a u to g ra p h e d  a t  l e a s t  100 of them  - -  tha t w ill  m ake  a  n ice  k eepsake  

fo r  a l l  th ese  g u es ts .

I  kep t on running  in to  people  who w e re  f r ie n d s  of f r ie n d s  o r  

who h ad  w o rk ed  in  L yndon 's  c a m p a ig n  of '37 o r  '41. M ore like ly , i t  w a s 

th e i r  m o th e r s  o r  f a th e r  o r  even  g ra n d p a re n ts  who had.

It w as  a happy evening. And it w as  a t  d in n er  I h e a r d  one of 

the b e s t  s to r i e s  in  m y  y e a r s  h e r e .  He w as a  m i l i t a ry  m an  that was 

going to r e t i r e  soon. And he s a id  he s u re  d id  like th is  coun try , and 

he w as  going to  r e t i r e  down h e r e .  And then he w ent on to say,

" M r .  P r e s id e n t ,  m y  D addy 's  b een  v is i t in g  m e"  (he cam e  f ro m  Indiana

I b e l iev e  i t  w as) .  And he s a id  h is  Daddy w as about 75 and he n e v e r  

had  been  any w h ere  a t  a l l  - -  ju s t  w o rk ed  in  the  co a l  m in es  a l l  h is  life .
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And a t  th is  po in t h is  wife in te r r u p te d  and  sa id ,  "He w ent into the m in e s

w hen he w as 13 ."  So h is  Daddy c a m e  down to T e x as  and they took h im

to G alveston  and  he had a  n ice  v is i t .  And then one night, ju s t  a s  luck

would have it, out a t  B e r g s t r o m ,  A ir  F o rc e  I cam e  in and  th e re  w as

th is  m an  and  h is  Daddy lean ing  o v e r  the fence w atch ing  a s  Lyndon got

off the p lane and s ta r t e d  - -  a s  he so often  does - -  o v er  to the fence

to shake  hands . The m an  w en t on, " D e a r  L ord , m ak e  h im  co m e this

way. Send h im  o v e r  h e r e .  H a d n 't  nothing e v e r  happened  to m y  Daddy."

And Lyndon did  go o v er  and shook h ands  w ith  h is  Daddy. The m an

s a id  he d id n 't  even  r e m e m b e r  w hat he sa id . B ut i t  d id n 't  m ake  any

d if fe re n c e .  And l a t e r  on th a t  even ing  h is  f a th e r  sa id , "W ell, son,

th is  h a s  b een  the g r e a t e s t  t im e  of m y  life .  I  rode  on an a i rp la n e ,  I saw

the ocean , and  I shook h ands  w ith  the  P r e s id e n t  of the United S ta tes ."
i

We h ad  a  long way to go th a t  night, so  a s  soon a s  we had 

f in ish e d  d inner ,  Lyndon w ent to the l i t t le  p la tfo rm  in the h an g a r  and 

w ith  Haywood S m ith 's  help , he  h anded  out som e c ita t io n s  fo r  s e rv ic e  

to  v a r io u s  m e m b e r s  of the m i l i t a ry .  And then he m ade  a speech .

It is  one of those  th a t  I hope is  r e c o rd e d  - -  in fo rm a l,  w a rm , e a r th y  

loving. And I th ink  eve ry b o d y  th e re  m u s t  have gone hom e fee ling  that 

th e se  five y e a r s  of h a rd  w o rk  w e re  a l i t t le  m o re  w o r th  w hile .

We le f t  the R anch  a l i t t le  p a s t  8:00. And a t  B e r g s t r o m ,  we 

s a id  goodbye to L uc i and  Lyn who we w ill  not see  fo r  quite  so m e  tim e .
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She w ill  be leav ing  fo r  H aw aii on Saturday . And b e fo re  9:00 we 

w e re  on A ir  F o r c e  I. I  t r i e d  to take a  nap - -  co u ldn 't .  We h e l ic o p te re d  

f ro m  A ndrew s  in to  the White R ouse , w alk ing  in p a s t  tha t c lock  by the 

e le v a to r  tha t I 'v e  p a s s e d  so m a n y  la te  n ight h o u r s .  This  tim e i t  w a s n 't  

even  quite  12 :30.

And so ended  the day in  w hich ou r  fu tu re  - -  the c o u n try 's  fu tu re  - -  

had  taken  a  tu rn  a n d  s p re a d  a h ead  of us d if fe re n t  f ro m  w hat we had  hoped, 

bu t s t i l l  a  th r i l l ,  a  sa lu te  to the g r e a t  r a c e  and the g a l la n t ry  of H u b ert  

and  M u rie l .
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