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It w a s  a  day  of c o n t r a s t  in  the  W hite H o u se  - -  a  m o rn in g  of 

in te n s e  w o rk  th a t  p u s h e d  a h e a d  I  th in k  one of the p r o j e c t s  n e a r e s t  to 

m y  h e a r t  a n d  a  m i g h t y  t im e - c o n s u m in g  one .

A nd the a f te rn o o n ,  one q u i te  d i f f e r e n t  - -  l e i s u r e  a n d  a  f a v o r i t e  

s e l f - in d u lg e n c e  a n d  n o s ta lg ia .  .

A t 10:00 I  h a d  the m e e t in g  of the  A u d io -V is u a l  C o m m it te e  of 

the  L B J  L i b r a r y  in  the  T r e a t y  R o o m . D r .  G r o v e r  a n d  A r th u r  D r e x l e r  

a n d  L e o n a r d  M a r k s  a n d  F r a n k  S tan ton  a n d  J u a n i t a  an d  D o ro th y .  And 

th is  t i m e  S im one . A nd v e r y  im p o r ta n t ly ,  m e m b e r s  of w h a t w i l l  be 

a c tu a l ly  s ta f f  a t  the  L i b r a r y  - -  D r .  N ew land , the  new  D i r e c to r ,

G a ry  Y a r r in g to n ,  e x h ib i t  m a n ,  a n d  B i l l  D uncan  who h a s  ju s t  b e e n  

h i r e d  f o r  the a u d i o - v i s u a l  w o rk .  A nd  la te  in  the  m e e t in g  B e s s  s l ip p e d  

in to  p la c e .  N obody c an  be m o r e  e x p r e s s i v e  than  sh e  can  on the  e x h ib i t  

o f  l i fe  in  the W hite  H o u se .

T h e  m e e t in g  l a s t e d  m o r e  than  3 - 1 / 2  h o u r s .  F i r s t ,  I  i n t r o d u c e d  

D r .  N ew lan d  a n d  G a ry  a n d  B i l l  D uncan . And th en  we saw  the E s r e s t o l a  

s l id e s  a g a in  an d  in  a d d e d  d im e n s io n  the  ro o m  s e tu p  w h e r e  th e y  w ould 

b e  on ex h ib i t ,  b a c k l ig h te d ,  a n d  in  f r o n t  of th em  s o m e  a r t i f a c t s  f ro m  

the  W hite  H o u se .  We ta lk e d  a b o u t  w h a t  th ey  sh o u ld  be .  P e r h a p s  S ta te  

g i f t s ,  o r  p e r h a p s  o u r s  to the  o th e r  h e a d s  of S ta te .  Should w e a c q u i r e  

a  m o d e l  of the  s ta g e .  We d e c id e d  i t  w ou ld  be g r e a t  i f  we cou ld . And 

B e s s  w ou ld  go a h e a d  on g e t t in g  p r o g r a m s  a u to g ra p h e d  an d  a c q u i r in g
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su c h  a r t i f a c t s  a s  D o l ly 's  f e a t h e r e d  h a t ,  s h e e t  m u s ic  f r o m  Van C l ib u rn ,  

M a r i a  T a l l c h i e f ' s  b a l l e t  s l i p p e r s .

And then  the m a j o r  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t  of the m e e t in g  i t  s e e m e d  to 

m e  w a s  to b r in g  to a  h e ad  o u r  t a lk  of d o c u m e n ta r y .

I  a m  no t s u r e  w h e th e r  i t  w as  L e o n a r d  M a rk s  o r  F r a n k  S tan ton  

w ho b ro u g h t  i t  up . L e o n a r d  i s  f r e q u e n t ly  b r in g in g  u s  b a c k  to the  p o in t,  

k e e p in g  u s  f r o m  c h a s in g  r a b b i t s ,  a s  L yndon  w ould  e x p r e s s  i t .  Should 

w e o f f e r  one of the  n e tw o rk s  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  to c o m e  in to  the W hite H o u se  

in  the  r e m a in in g  2 - 1 / 3  m o n th s  - -  f i lm  r o o m s ,  ta lk  to the P r e s i d e n t ,  

m a k e  u s e  in  a n y  w ay  of p la c e s  a n d  r e c o r d s  no lo n g e r  a v a i l a b le  to us 

a f t e r  J a n u a r y  20 th . A nd th en  w h en  th ey  h a d  show n it on TV i t  w il l  

b e c o m e  a  p a r t  - -  a l l  of i t  o r  e x c e r p t s  - -  a s  a  d o c u m e n ta r y  fo r  the 

L i b r a r y ,  the  b a s i c  th ing  to show .

T h e  p lu s e s :  We h av e  the  s e t t in g  - -  the  e v e r  i r r e p l a c e a b l e  

s e t t in g  - -  the  W hite  H o u se  - -  the P r e s i d e n t ' s  o f f ic e .  And the P r e s i d e n t  

h im s e l f ,  w h ile  in  o ff ice .

A nd the m in u s e s :  T h e  s h o r t  t im e  in  w h ich  to o p e r a te ,  an d  

w h e th e r  we c o u ld  g e t  the P r e s i d e n t ' s  p e r m i s s i o n .  T h a t  is  w h a t i t  

f in a l ly  b o i l s  down to. And so w e s a id  w e m ig h t  a s  w e l l  t r y  now. He 

w a s  s t i l l  in  h is  b e d ro o m  w o rk in g .  I  a s k e d  h im  i f  he co u ld  s p a r e  so m e  

t im e  f o r  L e o n a r d  M a r k s  to e x p la in  i t  to h im  s o m e t im e  so o n . He s a id ,  

"W h y  no t r ig h t  n o w ? " .  A nd so  h e  jo in e d  u s  in  the  T r e a t y  R o o m .
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It m u s t  h a v e  b e en  o v e r  an  h o u r  th a t  he  s ta y e d .  A nd w hen 

L yndon  e n t e r s  a  ro o m ,  b u s in e s s  p ic k s  up  - -  the te m p o  c h a n g e s  - -  

th in g s  h ap p en .  He b o i le d  i t  down to th is :  F i r s t ,  we h av e  to d e c id e  

a b o u t  the  e th ic s ,  the  t a s t e ,  the  r i g h t n e s s  of a  P r e s i d e n t  u s in g  h is  

o ff ice  f o r  th is  k in d  of a  th ing . He to ld  L e o n a r d  to ta lk  to R a m s e y  

C l a r k  a b o u t  i t  - -  w a s  th e r e  an y  l e g a l  r e a s o n  w hy n o t?  Second , 

w ou ld  do ing  th is  i n t e r f e r e  in  a n y  w ay  w ith  the  f i lm  to be  p ro d u c e d  

a n d  s o ld  th ro u g h  A r th u r  K r im  in  t im e  to c o m e  b e c a u s e  b o o k s ,  m a g a z in e  

a r t i c l e s ,  f i lm  w i l l  a l l  b e  a  s o r t  of a  p a r t  of o u r  fu tu re  - -  the  in te n t io n  

b e in g  to h e lp  s u p p o r t  the  School of P u b l ic  S e rv ic e .  T h i r d ,  he  a s k e d  

L e o n a r d  a n d  F r a n k  S ta n to n  to r e p o r t  to h im  on th e s e  p o in ts  an d  then  

h e  w ou ld  d e c id e .

We b ro u g h t  u p  the  s u b je c t  of s c r i p t s  fo r  the  d o c u m e n ta ry  i t s e l f  

a n d  f o r  the  s h o r t  m o v ie s  - -  space , the  e d u c a t io n a l  b i l l s ,  the  b i l l s  in 

h e a l t h  - -  a n d  h e  s a id  L a r r y  L e v in s o n  knew  a s  m u c h  ab o u t  w ha t w en t 

on  in  h i s  o ff ice  - -  the p r o g r e s s  o f  the  l e g i s l a t i o n  - -  a s  anybody  and  

he  s e n t  o v e r  a n d  L a r r y  c a m e  in  a n d  s ta y e d  w ith  u s  f o r  the  r e s t  of the 

m e e t in g .  A nd i t  w a s  a  v e r y  y e a s ty ,  v i t a l  t im e  I thought.

E a r l y  in  the m o rn in g  I  h a d  h a d  a  b ig  po t of co ffee  a n d  s w e e t  

r o l l s  f r o m  w h ic h  e a c h  of u s  h e lp e d  o u r s e l v e s  f r o m  t im e  to t im e .  And 

th en  a b o u t  12:30, th e y  c a m e  in  w ith  huge  p l a t t e r s  of s a n d w ic h e s  a n d  

m i l k  a n d  c o k e s .  A nd off a n d  on d u r in g  the  m e e t in g ,  th e r e  w a s  Bob
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K n u d so n  an d  T o m m y  A tk in s  r e c o r d in g  u s  in  s t i l l s  a n d  m o v ie s  - -  the 

f i r s t  a n d  on ly  t im e .

A t one p o in t  I n o t ic e d  a  s o r t  of u n d e r c u r r e n t  a n d  d id  no t g r a s p  

the  fu l l  m e a n in g  of i t .  The  s u b je c t  h a d  c o m e  up of the  m o v e m e n t  of 

a l l  the  e x h ib i t  m a t e r i a l  to A u s t in  so  th a t  i t  co u ld  a l l  be  spread ou t on 

v iew , w o rk in g  to w a rd  the  s e l e c t i o n  o f  c e r t a i n  i t e m s  a n d  i t  w as  

D r e x l e r  who h a d  b ro u g h t  i t  up b e c a u s e  a p p a r e n t ly  he e x p e c ts  to 

d e s ig n  f ix e d  c a b in e t r y .  A nd I  th in k  t h e r e  w as  a  r a t h e r  h e a te d  

d i s c u s s i o n  w i th  D r .  G r o v e r  p a r t i c ip a t i n g  a n d  m a y b e  D o ro th y  a n d  

J u a n i t a ,  s a y in g  th a t  w e n e v e r  h a d  r e a l l y  d e c id e d  on f ix e d  c a b in e t r y .

B e f o r e  w e a l l  d i s p e r s e d  in to  s m a l l  g ro u p s ,  I  to ld  e v e ry b o d y  

the  h ap p y  new s th a t  B u n sh a f t  and  M ax B r o o k s ,  a c t in g  on  a  r a t h e r  

u r g e n t  r e q u e s t  f r o m  L yndon , h a d  d e s ig n e d  h i s  o ff ice  on the  top 

f lo o r  to be  a  r e p l i c a  of the P r e s i d e n t ' s  o ff ice  h e r e  - -  the Ova l  R oom  - -  

on ly  on 7 / 8  s c a le .

F o r  m o n th s  - -  i t  s e e m s  y e a r s  - -  I  have  t r i e d  f o r  the r e p r o d u c t io n  

o f  s o m e  p o r t io n  of the W hite  H o u se  - -  the Y ellow  O val R o o m , a  b i t  of 

the  E a s t  R oom  - -  a n d  r u n  up  a g a i n s t  im m o v a b le  b a r r i e r s ,  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  

im p o s s i b l e .  A nd h e r e  L yndon  f in a l ly  go t in  the  a c t ,  a n d  i t  h a p p e n s .

I  a m  d e l ig h te d  b ey o n d  w o r d s .

I  took  th em  down to the  t h e a t r e  a t  1:30 to s e e  the  D e c e m b e r  

m o n t h l y  m o v ie .  A nd th en  I  th a n k e d  e v e ry b o d y  an d  e x c u s e d  m y s e l f  and
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le f t  w ith  L y n d a . A nd th is  w a s  the  b r e a k  in  the day  - -  the s e c o n d  p a r t  - -  

th a t  w a s  p u r e  s e l f - in d u lg e n c e  a n d  joy . A nd we w en t to the  N a t io n a l  

a n d  sa w  " P r o m i s e s ,  P r o m i s e s "  - -  one of L y n d a 's  f i r s t  t im e s  out, 

c e r t a i n l y  in  p u b l ic .  She is  m y  f a v o r i t e  com  pan ion  a t  a  p lay .  And 

th is  w a s  ju s t  to m y  l ik in g  - -  a l l  the  p r o b le m s  w e r e  n o r m a l  o n e s ,  not 

h o p e le s s ,  u g ly ,  m u r k y  o n e s ,  in  a  s e t t in g  of s i c k - m in d e d  p e o p le .  A nd 

w e la u g h e d  a n d  la u g h ed .  A nd  b e tw e e n  a c t s  we w en t u p s t a i r s  - -  f o r g e t t in g  

th a t  L y n d a  B i r d  w a s  not s u p p o s e d  to c l im b  s te p s  - -  an d  h a d  o ra n g e  

ju ic e  an d  p eo p le  c a m e  up to u s  an d  a s k e d  fo r  a u to g r a p h s  and  

c o n g r a tu la t e d  L y n d a  on the new b a b y  a n d  b e a m e d  a n d  s h o w e re d  u s  

w ith  good  w il l .  And I  s a w  M a r ie  S h ep p e l  w h o se  h u sb a n d  u s e d  to 

s e r v e  in  the S en a te  w ith  u s .

W hen w e w e n t  b a c k  to o u r  s e a t s ,  a  la d y  le a n e d  o v e r  b eh in d  

 m e  a n d  s a id ,  " I  w a n t  you  to t e l l  the  P r e s i d e n t  how m u c h  we a p p r e c i a t e  

h im .  I  d o n ' t  th in k  w e t e l l  h im  o f te n  enough."

A nd a s  we le f t ,  lo t s  of p eo p le  c la p p e d  a n d  c h e e r e d .

So w e go t h o m e  in  a  w a r m  a u r a ,  a n d  I  w en t  o v e r  to the bow ling  

a l l e y ,  c a l l in g  M a ry ,  h a d  th r e e  good g a m e s ,  a n d  w a s  b a c k  on  the 

s e c o n d  f lo o r  b e fo re  6 :3 0 .

I c a l l e d  L yndon  to s e e  i f  h e  w ould  l ik e  to in v i te  an y o n e  to d in n e r .  

T he  f i r s t  p e r s o n  h e  m e n t io n e d  w a s  B i l l  D e aso n .  A nd w h en  I  c a l l e d  B i l l ,  

h e  s a id ,  " W e ' r e  h a v in g  s o m e  o ld  f r i e n d s  to d in n e r  out h e r e  - -  fo lk s  th a t
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w o u ld  love  to s e e  you a l l .  Why d o n ' t  you c o m e  on out a n d  b r in g  

M a r y ? "

And so  w e did . A nd th e r e  in  B i l l  a n d  J e a n i e ' s  h o m e  w e r e  

Jo h n  a n d  J a n e  Y oung an d  K ika  de la  G a r z a  a n d  h i s  p r e t t y  l i t t l e  w ife , 

a n d  f o r m e r  C o n g r e s s m a n  S lick  R u th e r f o r d  a n d  S a ra h ,  a n d  the young 

W a y n e  G ibbons .

We h a d  a  co u p le  of h o u r s  of good c o m p a n io n sh ip  an d  a  t a s t y  

d in n e r  c o o k ed  by  o u r  h o s t e s s  h e r s e l f .  A nd w e w e r e  b a c k  a t  the 

W h i te  H o u se  a n d  in  b e d  by  10:30 - -  a  r a r e  a n d  u n u s u a l  t r e a t .

L ynda  B i r d  c a m e  in  in  a  g l i t t e r i n g  go ld  gown, s t i l l  a  l i t t l e  

p a le  a n d  f a r  too t h i n ; to m y  th in k in g , on h e r  w ay  to the M a r in e  

B a l l  w ith  Doug D a v id so n .  T h e  b a b y  is  on ly  two w e ek s  o ld , an d  I a m  

p r o u d  a n d  g r a te f u l  th a t  she  f e e l s  w e l l  en ough  a n d  th a t  sh e  r e a c h e s  

ou t to l i f e .

O


