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It w as a  once and  only day  in the White House fo r  us - -  the 

t im e  when we w e re  h o s t  to the fam ily  who would su cceed  us h e re ,  

and  ta lked  of the ongoing b u s in e s s  of the G o v e rn m e n t  and  of the 

house  i t s e l f .

I w as  up e a r ly  and  spen t the m o rn in g  a t  m y  d esk  ca lling  

G eorge  C h r i s t i a n  about the co v e ra g e  fo r  the lunch, J im  K etchum  

to be on hand in  c a s e  M rs .  Nixon would like  to m e e t  h im . I had 

a l r e a d y  a r r a n g e d  fo r  M r. W est to be th e r e .  T rudye  F o w le r ,  to 

thank  h e r  w ith  a l l  m y  h e a r t  fo r  h e r  sw eet inv ita tion  to lunch r ig h t  

a f t e r  the Inaugura tion . It w as to be fo r  us and  the C ab ine t only.

And then  r e c o rd e d  and  had  a  co m b -o u t.

F o r  two re a s o n s ,  th is  is  a day  I w ant to look m y  b e s t .  And 

the f i r s t  r e a s o n  w as  th a t  Lyndon and  I w e re  having a  fo rm a l  p ic tu re .

I  put on m y  new yellow  sa tin  w ith  the b r i l l i a n t s .  And he h is  tux. And 

we w en t in  the Yellow Oval Room in m id -m o rn in g  and  spen t abou t 30 

o r  40 m in u te s  t ry in g  to get a  sm ash in g ,  f o re v e r  a f te r  fo rm a l  p ic tu re  

of u s  in  th is  se tt in g .

I go th rough  the days m ak ing  l i t t le  l i s t s  and then sc ra tc h in g  them  

off a s  I g e t  them  done. And I have in  fac t  gotten  r a th e r  a lo t  s c ra tc h e d  

off s in ce  A p r i l  1st. [

-G
r
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And then into s t r e e t  c lo th es  - -  m y p re t ty  peach  wool - -  fo r  a 

l a s t  p o sed  p ic tu re  in  the fam ily  s i t t in g  room  - -  the W est Hall.

And then  the r e s t  of the m o rn in g  w ork ing  a t  m y d esk  with 

B e s s  an d  L iz  on l i s t s ,  t r ip ,  th is  w e e k 's  b eau tif ic a t io n  even ts .  And 

then the r e a l ly  b ig  b u s in e s s  of the day. Down to the D ip lom atic  

R ec ep tio n  Room and  to a huge a s s e m b la g e  of p r e s s  - -  penc il ,  pad 

and  c a m e r a  - -  we m e t  the P r e s id e n t - e l e c t  and  P a t .  Somehow, I 

cou ld  n e v e r  c a l l  h im  "D ick" , but i t  is  e a sy  to c a l l  h e r  " P a t"  b e c a u se  

she  w as P r e s id e n t  of the Senate  L a d ie s  during  eight y e a r s  of m y tim e 

th e re .

We p o sed  and  posed  and p o sed  - -  a l l  four of u s  - -  the two m en  

to g e th e r  sm ilin g , ta lk ing , looking le f t  and  r ig h t  and  s t r a ig h t  ahead .

And f ina lly  we w en t u p s ta i r s .  And th e re  in the fa m ily  s it t ing  

ro o m  w as M arv in  W atso n .  Lyndon in tro d u ce d  him  to the N ixon 's  

a s  s h e r r y  w as  p a s se d .  And I took som e b e c a u se  a f te r  a l l  i t  c e r ta in ly  

w as  an  o ccas io n .

M r . Nixon sa id ,  "A re  you a s  good a  m a n  a s  B illy  G raham  

s a y s  you a r e ? "  And M arv in  m ad e  a  m o d es t ,  d i s c r e te  rep ly .

Lyndon told  M r. Nixon to look to M arv in  fo r  any  l ia iso n  w o rk  

tha t  he w an ted  to.

We ta lk ed  b r ie f ly  (M arvin  h ad  gone), and  then soon we went 

in to  lunch. It w as a  long v i s i t  - -  la s t in g  in  a l l  n e a r ly  four h o u rs  - -
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p r o p e r ,  c i r c u m s p e c t ,  c o rd ia l ,  throughout. Lyndon, I thought in fac t,  

w as g en e ro u s  and  r a th e r  f a th e r ly  - -  m o re  open than I fe l t  I w as .  And 

I fe l t  aglow  tow ard  h im . I thought i t  was not Nixon the m an  he was 

ta lk in g  to, but the nex t P r e s id e n t  of this  coun try .

The m e n  did  m o s t  of the ta lk ing , an d  P a t  and I w e re  po li te ly  

a t te n t iv e ,  and  I l i s te n e d  v e ry  h a rd .

M r. Nixon ta lked  of H e lm s  and  the CIA and  of J. E d g a r  H oover  - -  

w hat w as  L yndon 's  opin ion  of them . He s a id  Lyndon w ould be r e m e m b e re d  

fo r  two th ings; h is  s tand  on V ie t-N am , which w as the only thing he could 

have done, and  r ig h t ,  and  w hat he did fo r  the N egroes  - -  a c c u r a te  so 

f a r  a s  i t  w en t I thought. We ta lk ed  of th e i r  c lo se  f r ie n d ,  B ebe R eb o zo , 

whom we know a lso  th rough  G eorge  S m a th e rs .  And h e re  Lyndon w as 

p a te r n a l  and  quite  e a r n e s t  - -  "D o n 't  e v e r  take h im  to ch u rch  with you 

o r  s ing le  h im  out o r  le t  everybody  know tha t he i s  the c lo s e s t  one to 

you o r  e lse  they w ill  a t ta c k  h im ." (He m e a n t  the p r e s s ) .  " T h e y 'l l  

t ry  to cut h im  up, s e a r c h  out anyth ing  bad  abou t h im ."

And then  they  ta lk ed  of p r e s s  r e la t io n s  in  g e n e ra l ,  and I g a th e re d  

they h ad  a  c e r t a in  am o u n t in  com m on , even  I thought w ith  som e a m u se m e n t  

w hen I h e a r d  M r. Nixon u se  the e x p re s s io n ,  "G eorge tow n d in n er  

p a r t i e s " ,  in a n  in flec tion  of vo ice  r e m in is c e n t  of Lyndon.

Lyndon ta lk ed  of the School of P u b lic  S e rv ic e  and  how he hoped 

to tu rn  out 200 t ra in e d  t ro o p s  - -  a s  he ca l le d  them  - -  a  y e a r  who w e re
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p r e p a r e d  to p lay  a  r o le  in e le c t iv e  o r appoin tive office . M r. Nixon 

sa id , "Send a l l  200 of them  up h e r e  and I ' l l  put them  to w ork ."

He a s k e d  a  lo t  of q u e s tio n s ,  and not ju s t  p o li te ly  I thought.

One is  a  q u es tio n  tha t m u s t  have  b een  a sk e d  b y  a  whole a r m y  of 

people  th ese  l a s t  fou r  y e a r s :  " T e l l  m e , M r. P re s id e n t ,  why w as 

it  th a t  you m ad e  so few ch anges ,  kept so m any  of the appo in tees  

of you r p r e d e c e s s o r ? "

Lyndon a n s w e re d  in  a  m e a s u re d ,  qu ie t tone. "W ell, th e re  

a r e  about th re e  r e a s o n s .  F i r s t ,  r e s p e c t  fo r  Kennedy. He had  

t r u s t e d  m e, and  I t r i e d  to put m y se lf  in h is  shoes  - -  how would I have 

fe l t  if  a s  soon a s  he  w as gone I had  gotten  r id  of a l l  h is  people . I w an ted  

to be loyal to h im .  Second, I d id n 't  know fo r  a  good while w h e th e r  I 

h ad  a  R u sk  o r  an  in co m p e ten t.  And th ird ,  and  h e r e in  I thought w as 

the  tough one, I d id n 't  a lw ays  have a l l  the troops  I needed ." Com ing 

f ro m  Johnson  City , ed u ca ted  a t  Southw est T ex as  State T e a c h e rs  C o llege , 

n e v e r  head in g  fo r  the p re s id e n c y ,  an d  th e re fo re  n e v e r  laying by a l i t t le  

ca ta lo g u e  of n a m e s  of ab le  people  f ro m  a l l  o v e r  the U nited S ta tes  tied  

to him  by som e debt o r  m u tua l i n t e r e s t .  And then he re f le c te d ,  "M aybe 

I m ad e  a  m is ta k e ,  m a y b e  a f t e r  J a n u a ry  '65 I ought to have m ade  som e 

ch an g es ." And M r .  Nixon sw iftly  sa id ,  "Y es you won by - -  what w as it, 

61, 62 p e rc e n t  - -  the b ig g es t  anyone e v e r  won by. Tha t would have been  

the t im e  fo r  you to change h o u s e . "
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A round  3:00 lunch w as over . We had  ended on a  g ran d  souffle .

I g a th e r  M r .  Nixon se ldom  had any. But this  we a l l  indulged in.

And then  the m en  went o v er  to the C abinet Room, and out in 

the W est H all  th e re  w as John F ic k lin .  And of c o u rse  he and 

M r s .  Nixon knew ea c h  o th e r ,  but w ith  a  c e r ta in  fo rm a l i ty  I in tro d u ce d  

them . And then M r. W est cam e  up and Bob Knudson took the p ic tu re  

of the th re e  of us w ith  the b lu e p r in ts  of the White H ouse so tha t she 

can f it  in  into any  of the fam ily  ro o m s  h e r  own fu rn i tu re  o r  th ings 

that she  w ants  to b r in g . And I gave h e r  an  envelope of c o lo re d  p ic tu re s  

of m o s t  of the second  f lo o r  ro o m s .  We h a v e n 't  done them  a l l  yet.

She s a id  tha t J u l i e 's  w edding w as  going to be on D e c e m b e r  22nd.

I  c o u ld n 't  help  but think w hat a  lo v e ly  chance  they w ere  p a s s in g  up. I 

have  a d o re d  our  two W hite  H ouse w eddings in sp ite  of the h ea d a c h e s .

And then  we w ent on o u r  ex ten s iv e  to u r .  F i r s t ,  th rough  m y room  

and  s i t t in g  room  an d  bath , c a re fu l ly  looking a t  a l l  of the c lo se ts  and  

exp la in ing  w hat m ig h t  be done w ith  them . And then the P r e s id e n t 's  

room  and r a th e r  m o re  sw iftly  through  the r e s t  of the ro o m s  on the 

se c o n d  f lo o r  - -  even  including  L y n d a 's .  And she w as  re a d y  to m ee t ,  

u s  and  p re s e n te d  the baby and  we a l l  cooed  in  the m a n n e r  of w om en - -  

an  e a s y  m ee tin g  ground. And I ex p la ined  how these  two ro o m s  had 

f ~ ' b e e n  u s e d  by the Johnsons  and  the K ennedys. And in  th e se  two ro o m s  - -  

L y n d a 's  and  L u c i 's  - -  I po in ted  out ev e ry th in g  that belonged  to u s ,  which
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is  n e a r ly  ev e ry th in g  in them . And when they  would be taken out th e re  

w ould  be plenty , I to ld  h e r ,  f ro m  the White House s to re h o u se  - -  so m e  

a n tiq u e s ,  a  good d ea l  of i t  B. A ltm an  fu rn i tu re  that had  com e in w ith  

the T ru m a n  r e s to r a t io n ,  bu t qu ite  ad eq u a te .  She kept on rep ea t in g  

tha t she  did not have m uch  tha t she w an ted  to b r ing  b ec a u se  they 

had  m oved  so m uch , and a t  each  m ove she had  given aw ay a  lot, 

and  they w e re  p r e s e n t ly  liv ing  in a  r e a l ly  quite  s m a l l  a p a r tm e n t  

and  she w ould be happy to give to h e r  d au g h te r  who w as m a r ry in g '  

w h a te v e r  she w anted.

And then we w en t up to the th ird  f lo o r  and c a re fu l ly  went th rough  

e v e ry  ro o m . I told h e r  how u se fu l  I had found i t  to have an office on 

the th i rd  f lo o r ,  and  in tro d u c e d  h e r  to A sh ton  and  M arilyn . In the 

two m a jo r  g u es t  su i te s  and  the s m a l l e r  ro o m s  we gave e sp e c ia l  

a t te n t io n  to the c lo s e ts  w hich a r e  l i t t le  gem s - -  the gift of H am mache r  

Schlemm e r  to the P r e s i d e n t 's  house .  And ju s t  now re a c h in g  th e ir  

p e r fe c t io n  m ak ing  a l l  of o u r  house  g u es ts  - -  th a t  is  the fem a le  ones - -  

d i s s a t i s f i e d  w ith  w h a te v e r  they 've  got when they  get hom e. I expec t 

I 'v e  c a u s e d  a  lo t  of com pla in ing  h usbands .

She w as e s p e c ia l ly  i n te r e s t e d  in w hat q u a r t e r s  th e re  w e re  for 

s e rv a n t s .  She w as  in t e r e s t e d  in b r in g in g  som e s ta f f  w ith  h e r  - -  a  

couple of Spanish  e x t ra c t io n  tha t she  had  had  fo r  quite  a  w hile . I 

a s s u r e d  h e r  th e re  would be no d iff icu lty  in  b r in g in g  them . I d e s c r ib e d
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the s e rv a n ts '  su ite  w ithout going in to  it, and  a n s w e re d  h e r  ques tions  

abou t l in en s  and  s i lv e r .  T h e re  i s  no need  to b r in g  any.

By 4:00 we s e t t le d  down by the  f i r e  in  the Yellow Room which 

she loved. Who w o u ld n 't?  And I c a l le d  M r. W est to f ill  h e r  in on 

any  d e ta i ls  she m ight w ant. I had  su g g es ted  that p e rh ap s  she m ight 

like  to m e e t  M a r y  K altm an , the h o u se k e e p e r ,  o r  J im  K etchum , the 

C u ra to r .  She s a id  no, tha t could  com e la t e r .

We w e re  ju s t  about to co m p le te  a l l  the d e ta i ls  of housekeep ing  

q u es tio n s ,  and  so I sa id ,  " P a t  I a lw ays  w ished  you would com e back  

so m e  Spring  to the Senate L a d ie s  luncheon  - -  the one a t  the C apito l 

o r  m y luncheon  h e re  a t  the White H ouse." She laughed  in  an odd 

s o r t  of w ay  and  sa id , "I  g uess  I am  a s e n t im e n ta l  p e rso n .  You know 

I ju s t  d id n 't  fe e l  l ike  com ing  b ack . You know, d e fea ted  and a l l . "

I n e v e r  had  thought of i t  tha t way. T h e re  a t  the Senate L a d ie s ,  

we s im p ly  pay  no a t te n t io n  to it. And p e rh a p s  th e re  m ay  be people  who 

think that we a r e  leav ing  h e re  in a  s o r t  of a  s ta te  of defeat.  I  have 

no such  fee ling , and  tha t would n e v e r  c loud m y  re tu rn ,  and I fe lt  

s o r t  of h u r t  fo r  h e r  an d  aw kw ard  tha t I had  ask ed .

F in a lly ,  I  su g g es ted  a cup of tea . She s a id  yes , a f te r  having 

u rg e d  m e  s e v e ra l  t im e s  - -  and  v e r y  g ra c io u s  it w as  of h e r  - -  to go 

on and get b ack  to an y  c h o re s  I needed  to be doing. She knew it  w as 

a  r a th e r  long m ee tin g .  And of c o u r s e  I s a id  no. But ju s t  a s  our  tea
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a r r iv e d ,  so did our h u sbands  a t  n e a r ly  5:00. No, they w ou ldn 't  jo in  

u s  fo r  a  cup. M r .  Nixon w as  v e ry  poised and v e ry  m uch in co m m an d  

the whole h o u r .  He sa id  tha t they  m u s t  be going.

And so the fou r  of u s  w ent d o w n s ta ir s ,  and  we told them

goodbye a t  the D ip lom atic  E n tra n c e .  P a t  k is s e d  m e a s  she left,
i

and  I w as touched. And then they w e re  gone. And so that w as a  m a jo r  

e n c o u n te r  - -  g ra c e fu l ly  co m p le ted  I thought. And I went b ack  in fo r  

so m e  m o re  w o rk  w ith  L iz  and  M ary  K altm an  on a  m ontage  of photos 

tha t we w ill  t r y  to put to g e th e r  fo r  a  C h r i s tm a s  gift for  the p r e s s  

l a d ie s ,  m ay b e  a ro u n d  a  t r a s h  can  o r  a  s m a l l e r  can to go on th e i r  

d e sk  w ith  " M e r r y  C h r i s tm a s " and  m y  s ig n a tu re .

I hope M r s .  Nixon d ec id es  to keep  M ary  and J im  K etchum . 

They s e rv e  th is  house  so w ell  I think. And of c o u r se  M r. W est is  the 

ro ck .  But he in ten d s  n e v e r th e le s s  to r e t i r e  so m e tim e  a  few m onths  

a f t e r  they m o v e  in.

I h ad  sp en t a  good d ea l  of m y  t im e  try in g  to r e a s s u r e  h e r ,  

lay  the g round  w o rk , about the effic iency , devotion and im p e rs o n a l  

p ro fe s s io n a l is m  of the s ta f f  h e r e .  That is  t ru e .  I think they  have 

l ik e d  u s .  B ut we com e and  go, we P r e s id e n t s  and  F i r s t  L a d ie s .

And tha t i s  a s  it should  be. And th e i r  f i r s t  devotion m u s t  be to th is  

h o u se  an d  i t s  w o rk in g s .

And then I w ent to the bow ling la n e s  a s  I so often do a f te r  a
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v ig o ro u s  d a y 's  w o rk  of any kind. I had  th re e  r a th e r  good gam es.

And then r e tu rn e d  to the second  f lo o r  fo r  an hour o r  so of re c o rd in g .

And then a t  9:00, down to the E a s t  Room fo r  a  m o s t  o ff-b ea t  

, an d  de ligh tfu l evening - -  th is  too w ith  Lynda, ju s t  a s  S a tu rd ay  a f te rn o o n  

h ad  b een  - -  the c a s t  of " Y o u 're  a Good Man, C h a r l ie  B row n" had 

o ffe red  to com e and  p e r fo rm  fo r  Lynda and a s m a l l  group of f r ie n d s  

on a  v e ry  in t im a te ,  in f o r m a l  b a s is .  And so th e re  they w e re  in  the |

E a s t  Room - -  som e 50 odd g u es ts  - -  L y n d a 's  d o c to rs  and  th e ir  ^

w iv es ,  h e r  S e c re t  S e rv ic e  A gents  and  th e ir  w ives  - -  the White H ouse |

s taff, the A bells  and  the C a r p e n te r s  and  the R o s s es and  the M avicks |
■

and the G onellas  - -  four old f r ie n d s  f ro m  NCS - -  J i l l  and Jan  and 

J e n n ife r .  And m e m b e r s  of the wedding - -  Doug D avidson and 

P h y l l i s  Bonano.

Lynda, m y  a lm o s t  te e t o t a l l e r  daugh te r  had  o rd e re d  coffee 

 an d  cake a s  r e f r e s h m e n t s  a s  I w alked  th rough  the crow d and  shook

hands  w ith  everybody . I thought som e d r in k s  a t  the in te rm is s io n  

w ould be a p p ro p r ia te  and  w e lco m e. So I o r d e re d  them  up. And then  

I s a t  down in  the f ro n t  row  to indulge m y s e l f  in ju s t  a s  m uch  of i t  a s  

I cou ld  have b e fo re  I got the su m m o n s  tha t Lyndon w as  hom e.

And I s ta y e d  fo r  a  fu ll  30 m in u te s  of the gen tle , p ix ie , so p h is t ica ted ,  

c h a rm in g  h u m o r  of C h a r l ie  S c h u l t z .  Lucy w as  m y  fa v o r i te .
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And then a  l i t t le  p a s t  10:00, I got the m e ss a g e  th a t  Lyndon 

w as  on the second  f loo r ,  and  sw iftly  w ent u p s ta i r s  to find h im  with 

G eorge  C h r is t ia n  an d  Tom Jo h n so n  and  M ild re d  S tegall .  And we sa t  

down a t  once fo r  d in n er .

It had  b een  a  h a r d  day, and he w as v e ry  w ea ry .  And h is  cold  

s ta y s  an d  s ta y s .  He needs  sunsh ine  an d  r e s t .

They w e re  gone a l i t t le  p a s t  11:00, an d  he to bed and night 

read in g .
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