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MEMORANDUM

C N  THE W HITE HOUSE
W A S H I N G T O N

I If t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  p le n ty  of day s  in  th is  A d m in i s t r a t io n  - -
i '
I e s p e c i a l l y  r e c e n t l y  - -  th a t  w e r e  a  d r a f t  of v in e g a r ,  to d ay  w a s  a  d ie t
j
I of honey . F o r  m e  a t  l e a s t .
i ’ ■ - . •
•j

i It  b e g an  w i th  snow  f la k e s  s e t t l in g  l ig h t ly  on the  A n d rew
i

I J a c k s o n  m a g n o l ia  a n d  a  v e r y  g r a y  sky . B u t the H e r b e r t  H o o v e r

I oak , v e r y  r e d .  A nd  a  few  v a g r a n t  b lo o m s  on the c r a b  a p p le s .  We

h a d  p la n n e d  o u r  B e a u t i f ic a t io n  m e e t in g  f o r  o u td o o rs  on C o lu m b ia  

I s la n d .  I t  w a s  lu c k y  we h a d  c h a n g e d  i t  to the D e p a r tm e n t  of I n t e r i o r  

A u d i to r iu m .

I  s p e n t  a  b u s y  m o rn in g  a t  m y  d e s k ,  v e r y  m u c h  on the phone, 

w ith  O liv ia  B a r c l a y  a n d  J im  J o n e s  a b o u t  a  l i t t l e  g a th e r in g  f o r  them  

F r i d a y  ev en in g  to c e l e b r a t e  t h e i r  w edd ing . And to J a n e  F r e e m a n ,  

one of m y  r e a l  f a v o r i t e s ,  to l e t  h e r  know I  h a d  t r i e d  to r e a c h  h e r  so 

w e c o u ld  g e t  to g e th e r  f o r  a  l i t t l e  p r iv a t e  t im e ,  a n d  l e t ' s  be  s u r e  a n d  

s a v e  ou t s o m e  w hen  th e y  go t b a c k  fro m  th e i r  r e c u p e r a t i o n  t r i p .

And A r t h u r  K r im  a b o u t  m y  d ia r y ,  a n d  G e o rg e  R ee d y  the s a m e .

W e  w ou ld  sp e n d  m o s t  a l l  of the  d ay  F r i d a y  w o rk in g .  A nd J e s s e  K e llam  

a b o u t  s ta f f  m a t t e r  a t  th e  R a n c h  a f t e r  J a n u a r y  20th . A nd the t r e e  s u rg e o n  

w ho h a d  a l r e a d y  f in i s h e d  a t  the  R an c h ,  b u t  t h e r e  w a s  a  l i t t l e  m o r e  to be  

G done . T h e r e  a r e  so  m a n y  b a l l s  in th e  a i r  - -  w ind ing  up  o u r  d a y s  h e r e ,

g e tt in g  r e a d y  to go b a c k  to  th e  R an c h ,  w o rk in g  on  the L i b r a r y ,  and
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the d ia r y ,  a n d  a lw a y s  L y n d o n  a n d  L ynda  B i r d  an d  L u c i .

I h a d  a  h a m b u r g e r  w ith  A sh to n  on the t r a y  in  m y  ro o m ,  a n d  

w e w o rk e d  in  b e tw e e n  b i t e s .  I h a te  do ing  th a t .  One sh o u ld  e a t  a t  

l e i s u r e .  A nd I c a l l e d  R o y  W hite  a b o u t  doing o v e r  the two s e r v a n t s '  

b a th s  a t  the  R an c h .  A nd Jo h n  W a lk e r  ab o u t c o m in g  to lo o k  a t  the 

R e m in g to n  - -  the  b r o n z e  of the s c a lp  - -  to e n s u r e  i t s  p ro v e n a n c e .

A nd  th en  a b o u t  2 :30 , t h e r e  w a s  the f i r s t  o f f ic ia l  e n g a g e m e n t  

of the  day . Down to the  B lu e  R oom  to r e c e iv e  a  p laq u e  f ro m  

G L a u r an c e  R o c k e f e l l e r  on b e h a l f  of the  N a t io n a l  R e c r e a t io n  an d  P a r k

A s s o c ia t io n  - -  w ith  s o m e  lo v e ly  g low ing w o rd s  f ro m  th e m , and  

m e e t in g  th em  a l l  a ro u n d ,  the f i r e  c r a c k l in g  an d  cu p s  of h o t  s p ic e d  

te a  a n d  a n  a lb u m  p r e s e n t e d .  A nd th en  v e r y  q u ic k ly  on in to  the L i b r a r y  

to jo in  the m e m b e r s  of the  B e a u t i f i c a t io n  C o m m it te e  w h e re  th e r e
V

w a s  m o r e  te a  a n d  g a th e r in g  to g e th e r .

T h e n  a t  3:30 w e le f t  by  b u s  f o r  the  D e p a r tm e n t  of I n t e r i o r  

A u d i to r iu m  f o r  the c e r e m o n y .  To a  l ig h t  p a t t e r  of c lap p in g , I w e n t  

u p  to the  s ta g e  w ith  Stew. A nd e x p e d i t io u s ly  we b e g a n  w ith  a w e lc o m e  

f r o m  h im .  A nd then  the p r e s e n t a t i o n  of the  dogw oods f r o m  D ale  M i l l e r ,  

C h a i r m a n  o f  the  1965 I n a u g u ra l  c o m m i t t e e  - -  $ 4 0 ,0 0  w o r th  of dogw oods, 

220 t r e e s ,  a l r e a d y  p la n te d  on C o lu m b ia  I s la n d  w h e re  m o r e  th o u sa n d s  

o f  t o u r i s t s  c o m e  in to  th is  g r e a t  c i ty  f r o m  the N a tio n a l  A i r p o r t  a n d  

f r o m  the h ig h w a y s  le a d in g  so u th  a n d  w e s t  then  a l m o s t  a n y  o th e r  e n t r a n c e .
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W h a t  a  s u p e r b  le g a c y  f o r  the In a u g u r a l  C o m m it te e  to le a v e  a  s ta m p  

of g r a c e  a n d  b e a u ty  on th i s  N a t io n a l  C a p i ta l .

A nd  then  C a r o l  F o r t a s ,  who is  o f f ic ia l ly  the  T r e a s u r e r  an d  

T r u s t e e  of the  S o c ie ty  f o r  a  M o re  B e a u t i fu l  N a t io n a l  C a p i ta l ,  p r e s e n t e d  

the  g if t  f r o m  the  S o c ie ty  - -  M a r y 's  1 m i l l i o n  d a ffo d ils  a n d  the  2500 

dogw oods th a t  c o m e  I  th in k  f r o m  b o th  o u r  S o c ie ty  a n d  the N a t io n a l  

P a r k  S e r v ic e ,  a n d  the 1 - 2 / 10th m i l e s  of "h ik e  a n d  b ik e "  t r a i l s .

A nd th e n  N a sh  C a s t r o  sp o k e  in  a c c e p ta n c e  fo r  the  N a tio n a l  

P a r k  S e r v ic e .  And n ex t  i t  w a s  m y  tu rn .

I  h a d  p r a c t i c e d  m y  s p e e c h  a t  l e a s t  a  h a l f  d o zen  t im e s  a n d  w a s  

a b le  to  t a lk  i t  r a t h e r  m  o r e  th a n  r e a d  i t .  A nd so  I w as  r e a s o n a b ly  

p l e a s e d  w ith  m y s e l f  - -  fe e l in g  l ig h t  a n d  e a s y  a n d  th a t  th is  a t  l a s t  

w a s  p r e t t y  w e l l  w ra p p e d  up , a l m o s t  c o m p le te d .  A nd  the a u d ie n c e  

e v en  jo in e d  m e  in  l a u g h te r  w h en  I s a id  " I  s h a l l  r e t u r n  s o m e  S pr ing  

to s e e  the  b lo o m s  on C o lum bia  Is la n d ."

B u t m o s t ly ,  i t  w a s  th a n k s  to D a le  M i l l e r  and  the m e m b e r s  of 

the In a u g u ra l  C o m m it te e ,  to Stew  U d a ll  a n d  to the  P a r k  S e rv ic e .  And 

c lo s e d  of c o u r s e  w ith  d e d ic a t in g  th is  e n t r a n c e  to W ash in g to n  to the  

fu tu r e  g e n e r a t io n s  th a t  w ould  e n jo y  it.

N ex t on the l i t t le  y e l lo w  p r o g r a m  i t  s a id ,  " S p e c ia l  A n n o u n c em e n t  -  

S e c r e t a r y  U d a l l" .  A nd th is  w a s  the  s u r p r i s e .  He s a id  s e v e r a l  t im e s  

d u r in g  th e s e  y e a r s ,  he  an d  o th e r s  h a d  d i s c u s s e d  w ith  m e  the p o s s ib i l i ty

MEMORANDUM.
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of n a m in g  s o m e  P a r k  o r  sp o t  a f t e r  m e .  And I  h ad  a lw a y s  s a id  no.

So th is  t im e  they  h a d  no t d i s c u s s e d  i t  a t  a l l .  And so  C o lu m b ia  I s la n d  

w a s  b e in g  n a m e d  " L a d y  B i r d  J o h n so n  P a r k " .

H is  w o rd s  w e r e  d e f t ,  g r a c e fu l ,  a  to u ch  of p o e t ry .  H e 's  q u ite  

a  m a n .  I w as  s tu n n ed .  B u t  i t  c a n ' t  be  d e n ie d  - -  p l e a s e d  tha t they  

w o u ld  w a n t  to .

Stew  a l s o  a t  s o m e  t im e  in  the  a f te r n o o n  o f f e re d  m e  a n  

a p p o in tm e n t  to  the  A d v is o ry  B o a r d  of the N a t io n a l  P a r k  S e rv ic e ,  

a s  h e  d i s c u s s e d  e a r l i e r  in  a  l e t t e r .

And th e n  w e u n v e i le d  the  p laq u e  - -  S tew  a n d  C a r o l  a n d  D ale 

a n d  I - -  the m u s ic  of the U. S. M a r in e  b a n d  who hav e  b e e n  m o r e  a  

p a r t  o f  m y  l i f e  a n d  t im e s  h e r e  th e n  n e a r l y  an y  g ro u p .  A nd th e n  w ith  

th a t  p l e a s a n t ly  o v e r s tu f f e d  fe e l in g  of a  c i r c u i t  of good th in g s  h ap p en in g  

s o r t  o f  l ik e  you ge t a f t e r  h a v in g  e a te n  too m u c h  of T h a n k sg iv in g  d in n e r .

We f i l e d  b a c k  ou t to o u r  b u s .  A nd  i t  m ig h t  be  s u r p r i s i n g  to 

s o m e o n e  j u s t  e n te r in g  the  W hite  H o u se  a s  F i r s t  L a d y  th a t  a  bus  

w o u ld  p la y  su c h  a  b ig  p a r t  in  o n e 's  l i fe .  A nd  we ro d e  by C o lu m b ia  

Is la n d ,  lo o k e d  a t  the t r e e s  a l r e a d y  in  a n d  th o se  th a t  w e r e  s i t t in g  b a ld  

b e s id e  the  h o le s  dug, though t of h ow  g r e a t  a  fo u n ta in  w i l l  so m e d a y  

lo o k  in  the  c i r c l e ,  a n d  d ro v e  on ou t to the N e l s o n  R o c k e f e l l e r s ' hom e - -  

a  m o s t  s u r p r i s i n g  h o u s e  - -  l o s t  in  the  w oods off F o x h a l l  R o ad . How 

l ik e  the  R o c k e f e l l e r s  to h a v e  found  i t  - -  s e c lu s io n  a n d  b e a u ty  a n d  a
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'■ [ y
v e r y  p e r s o n a l  l i fe ,  c o m p le te ly  aw ay  f r o m  i t s  n e ig h b o rs ,  s u r r o u n d e d  »

I'
b y  f o r e s t e d  h i l l s  a n d  r a v i n e s .  B u t ev en  the  R o c k e f e l l e r ' s  a r e  s u b je c t  |

to t r o u b le s  w i th  a  d in n e r  p a r ty .  A s to r m  the n ig h t b e fo re  h a d  b low n  [

down a  b ig  t r e e  a c r o s s  the  p o w e r  l in e .  T h e r e  w e r e  no l ig h ts ,  no |
I

e l e c t r i c i t y  f o r  the  s to v e  - -  the  h o u s e  w a s  im m o b i le .  T h ey  h a d  |

g o tten  i t  r e p a i r e d  ju s t  a  few  h o u r s  b e f o r e  the 30 o r  so of u s  a r r i v e d  j

f o r  th e  c o m m i t t e e  m e e t in g  a n d  d in n e r .  j  j
j:

T h e  h o u s e  w a s  c h a r m in g .  Som e o f N e l s o n 's  v e r y  m o d e r n  i

p a in t in g s  a n d  s c u lp t u r e s  m ix e d  w ith  e a r l y  A m e r ic a n  a n t iq u e s  - -  the  {

c e n t r a l  p a r t  of the  h o u se  i t s e l f  v e r y  o ld  - -  a  r e v o lu t io n a r y  f a r m  h o u s e  [
i

I  th in k  th a t  h a d  b e e n  a d d e d  on to  th ro u g h  the y e a r s .  A nd th e r e  w a s  one |

t in y  ro o m  - -  th e  v e r y  c o r e  of the  h o u s e  - -  w ith  o ld  p ine  f lo o r in g  and  j

lo v e ly  b lu e  c o lo r s .  i iI
We h a d  h o t  te a  a n d  th in  s a n d w ic h e s .  A nd th en  w e s e t t l e d  dow n 1

f o r  o u r  C o m m i t t e e  m e e t in g ,  a n d  Jo h n  H e c h in g e r  an d  J im  K a ise  of
t

U rb a n  A m e r i c a  gave  u s  a  b r i e f  r e p o r t  on N a tio n a l  S t r e e t  H a r d w a r e  |

S tudy  in  w h ic h  a b o u t  f ive  tow ns w e r e  p a r t i c ip a t in g  - -  a m o n g  them  , [
»

D a l la s ,  I  w a s  p l e a s e d  to  h e a r  - -  a  s tu d y  s p o n s o r e d  by  U rb a n  A m e r i c a .  |

T h e  g o a l  i s  to t r y  to  m a k e  su c h  th in g s  a s  t r a s h  c a n s  a n d  m a i l  b o x e s  a n d  |
!■

I
s t r e e t  l ig h ts  an d  d i r e c t io n  s ig n s  n a i l e d  to g e th e r  w ith  so m e  t a s t e  a n d  '

c h a r m  r a t h e r  th an  a  " s a l t  y o u r  s e n s e s "  w ith  t h e i r  s e p a r a t e  u g l in e s s .
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I w a s  p le a s e d  to h e a r  th a t  the  M ay o r  of D a l la s  w a s  one of 

the m o s t  im a g in a t iv e  an d  ab le  M a y o r s  p a r t i c ip a t in g  in  i t .  I t ' s  j u s t  

a  b e g in n in g , b u t  m a y b e  in  a  d e c a d e  the  id e a  m ig h t  take  w ith  

m a n u f a c t u r e r s  a n d  c i ty  m a n a g e r s .

And th en  L a r r y  H a lp e r n  r e p o r t e d  on p la n s  fo r  A n a c o s t ia  

P a r k .  T he  f r e e w a y  is  s t i l l  the  v i l la in .  T o  so m e  e x te n t  i t  s t i l l  h an g s  

in  the  b a la n c e .  B u t  the  e n g in e e r in g  p o s s ib i l i t y  of m a k in g  a  lak e  w h e r e  

you c a n  sw im  th a t ' s  b ig g e r  than  100 s w im m in g  p o o ls  h a s  now b e e n  

p r o v e d  - -  o r  th a t  i s  w h a t  I  got f r o m  L a r r y ' s  m e s s a g e  - -  a n d  w h a t 

s ta n d s  b e tw e e n  th is  c i ty  a n d  th a t  h a p p y  a c h ie v e m e n t  i s  a  v e r y  

s i z e a b l e  a m o u n t  of m o n e y  th a t  i t  w i l l  be  h a r d  to p e r s u a d e  a  C o n g r e s s  

to a l lo t .  A nd th e n  a t  the  en d  of the  c o m m i t t e e  m e e t in g ,  L a u r a n ce  

r o s e  f o r  a n o th e r  s p e c i a l  a n n o u n c e m e n t .  He b ro u g h t  in  a  b ig  

w a t e r  c o lo r  r e n d e r in g .  He p u l le d  b a c k  the v e i l ,  a n d  th e r e  w as  the
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c h a r m in g ly  p a in te d  - -  a  h ig h  p la c e  u n d e r  the l ive  o a k  t r e e s ,  b e a u t i fu l ly  

l a n d s c a p e d  w ith  s o m e  b e n c h e s  fo r  q u ie t  c o n te m p la t io n .  And th is ,  he  

s a id ,  I w a s  going  to  h av e  to be  the  r e a l  a r c h i t e c t  fo r .  T h is  w a s  ju s t  

a  te n ta t iv e  d e s ig n ,  a n d  th is  w as  go ing  to be the  g if t  of m y  C o m m it te e  

to m e  a s  we a l l  s a id  goodbye to e a c h  o th e r .  T h e r e  c o u ld n 't  h av e  b e e n  

a n y th in g  m o r e  a p t ly  c h o se n ,  m o r e  a b s o lu t e ly  d e l ig h tfu l ,  f o r  o u r  

f u tu r e .  V e ry  l ik e ly ,  i t  i s  L a u r a n c e ' s  ow n id e a  a n d  own gift . B u t to

i s p o t  on the  g ro u n d s  of th e  L yndon  B . J o h n so n  L i b r a r y  in A u s t in ,  ■
.  ■ i

)
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h a v e  i t  c o m e  f r o m  th is  C o m m it te e  w ith  w h ich  I h a v e  w o rk e d  fo r  

a b o u t  fo u r  y e a r s  now i s  a  v e r y  d e a r  a n d  w o n d e r fu l  thing.

T h e n  c o c k ta i l s  b e g a n  c o m in g  by, an d  soon  we w en t in to  the 

n e x t  ro o m  to ro u n d  ta b le s  w h e r e  I to o k  a  s e a t  b y  L a u r an ce  fo r  a  

d e l ic io u s  m e a l  of p h e as a n t  a n d  w ild  r i c e ,  an d  end ing  w ith  c h o c o la te  

m o u s s e .

T h e  w ho le  ev en in g  p e r v a d e d  w ith  a  w a rm  fe e l in g  of c a m a r a d e r i e  

a n d  w o r k  we h a d  done  to g e th e r .

T h e n  a f t e r  d e s s e r t ,  t h e r e  w e r e  c h a m p a g n e  to a s t s  th a t  in  

v a r i e t y  a n d  b e a u ty  I h a v e  n e v e r  s e e n  the  l ik e  of. W a lk e r 's  w a s  

the  m o s t  s e n t im e n ta l ,  a n d  I  f e e l  a  q u i te  s p e c ia l  bond w ith  h im .  L ee  

U d a l l 's  the  m o s t  s u r p r i s i n g .  I n e v e r  f e l t  she  thought of m e  one w ay  

o r  the  o th e r .  B u t sh e  s a id  a  v e r y  n ic e  th ing  - -  s o m e th in g  l ik e  I h a d  

s e t  a n  e x a m p l e  th a t  a l l  the l a d i e s  of the  C a b in e t  l ik e d  w o rk in g  w ith .

A nd  a n o th e r  th ing th a t  n e e d e d  to  be  s a id  - -  th a t  h e r e  we a l l  w e r e ,  

ta lk in g  m o u rn f u l ly  a s  though the  end  of o u r  w ho le  b e a u t i f ic a t io n  

e f fo r t  w a s  a b o u t  to take  p la c e  w h en  a l l  we n e e d e d  to  do w a s  h i r e  a 

ro o m ,  g e t  one s m a r t  p e r s o n  l ik e  S h a ro n  F r a n c i s  a n d  k e ep  on, e v en  

in  r e d u c e d  fa s h io n .  And M a r y  R o c k e f e l l e r  m a d e  a  q u a in t  a n d  e a r n e s t  

a n d  d e a r  to a s t .  L a r r y  H a lp e r n  one  th a t  w a s  o f f -b e a t  a n d  y e t  to m e  

s t r a i g h t  to  the  p o in t w h ich  t ie d  o u r  w hole  b e a u t i f i c a t io n - c o n s e r v a t io n -
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r e c r e a t i o n  e f f o r t s  to you th , to t h e i r  a s p i r a t i o n s ,  to th e i r  in h e r i t in g  

of th is  c o u n t ry  h o w e v e r  i t  i s .  A nd then  B ro o k e  A s to r  who h a d  a r r i v e d  

in  the  m id d le  of the c o c k ta i l  h o u r ,  lo o k ing  dazzling  in  a  b la c k  an d  w h ite  

l a c y  ou tf i t ,  r o s e  in  h e r  f r e s h ,  b r e e z y  w ay  an d  m a d e  the to a s t  th a t  an y  

w o m a n  w ou ld  c h e r i s h  m o s t .  She s im p ly  s a id  th a t  w h ile  w o rk in g  a  

good d e a l ,  I  h a d  s t i l l  m a n a g e d  to be  a t t r a c t i v e .

T h e r e  m u s t  h av e  b e e n  8 o r  10 o r  m o r e  in  a l l .

A nd  f in a l ly  I r o s e  to t r y  to th a n k  e v e ry b o d y  - -  e s p e c i a l l y  M a r y  

a n d  L a u r an c e ,  g oodbyes  a l l  a ro u n d ,  a n d  I w a s  out the d o o r  - -  th is  t im e  

in to  the  b ig  b la c k  l im o u s in e  a n d  no t the  b u s  - -  a n d  b a c k  on the s e c o n d  

f lo o r  of the  W hite  H o u se  by  9:00 .

C h ie f  Dunn c a m e  a n d  I h a d  a  ru b ,  fe e l in g  th a t  i t  h a d  b e e n  a  

b ig  enough  d ay  to  w a r r a n t  i t .  A nd  th en  M a r y  R a t h e r  c a l l e d  f ro m  

L y n d o n 's  o ff ice  w h e r e  h e  w a s  s t i l l  w o rk in g .  A nd a  l i t t l e  a f t e r  10:30 

h e  a n d  M a r y  c a m e  o v e r .  I  s a t  w ith  th e m  w h ile  th e y  h a d  d in n e r ,  a n d  

w e ta lk e d  a b o u t  the  d ay  - -  C o lu m b ia  I s la n d  - -  a n d  a b o u t  m y  d ia ry ,  

w h ic h  h e  h a s  ta k en  a  sw ift,  d e c i s iv e  s te p s  to ge t t r a n s c r i b e d ,  w h e r e a s
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t h i r d  of i t  done . He i s  c u r io u s ly  p ro u d  of it ,  a n d  I  a m  to u ch ed . And 

he  ta lk s  m o r e  a b o u t  i t  than  I e v e r  w ould .

( A nd  a  l i t t l e  p a s t  11 :00 w e  b o th  w e n t  to bed .
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I  a m  s u r e  if  le f t  m e ,  we w ou ld  h av e  w a lk e d  out of h e r e  w ith  ab o u t a  1
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