
MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE
W A S H I N G T O N

F r id a y ,  N ovem ber 15, 1968 P ag e  1

With t im e  a  ra p id ly  w asting  r e s o u r c e  - -  but then when is  it 

not - -  i t  s e e m s  th a t  e v e ry  day is  so im p o r ta n t ,  I w ant to c row d so 

m u c h  into ev e ry o n e  - -  and ev ery o n e  is  w o r th  r e m e m b e r in g .

T h is  m o rn in g  I w o rk ed  som e a t  m y  desk , and  then w ent out 

to the Navy P ho to  Lab w ith  Simone to w o rk  on the July  In te r lo ck .

It w as good. S p a rse  p a r t ic ip a t io n  by m e . Ju ly  is  a lw ays  m y p r iv a te  

r e s e r v e  - -  few o ffic ia l a c t iv i t ie s .

B ack  a t  the White H ouse I had  a  h a m b u rg e r  on the t r a y  in m y  

ro o m  w hile  I w o rk ed  w ith  Ashton.

And then  I spen t a  long a f te rn o o n  in  m y  b ed room  w ork ing  

w ith  C h a r l ie  M a g u ir e  on m y  d ia ry .  O ur ob ject w as to s e le c t  a day 

o r  so f ro m  each  y e a r  - -  som e d ra m a t ic  days of high a ch iev em en t - -  

so m e  r u n - o f - th e - m i l l  - -  one o r  two c e r ta in ly  spen t a t  the Ranch.

He h a d  a l r e a d y  r e a d  the b r ie f  days  of '63. I handed h im  the two o r 

th re e  big b la c k  books of one y e a r  (p e rh ap s  i t  w as  '64) w hile  I took 

those  of '65. We le a fe d  through  them . We e a c h  m ade  a  s e le c t io n  

o r  two, an d  then did the sam e  thing on the succeed ing  y e a r s .  Of 

c o u r s e  th e re  a r e  s t i l l  b ig  chunks s t i l l  m is s in g  - -  s t i l l  not t r a n s c r ib e d .  

And then a la s ,  som e of the m o s t  d r a m a t ic  t im e s  of a l l  e x is t  only in 

m y  m e m o ry  o r  in p ic tu re s  and n e w sp a p e r  a r t i c l e s .  I th ink tha t  is  

t ru e  of the fo u r  days of the "w h is tle  s top" t r ip .
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It w as a v e ry  sa tis fy in g  two h o u rs .  I fe lt  tha t devouring  a s  

th is  p ro je c t  h a s  b een  and so m e t im e s  so u n c e r ta in  of w h e th e r  i t  w as 

of any e a r th ly  u se  a t  a l l  it w as p ro b ab ly  w o rth  w hile . And C h a r l i e 's  

r e a c t io n  s u r p r i s e d  m e  o v e r  and  o v e r  aga in . He liked  it so w ell.

T h is  is  the f i r s t  t im e  I had  e v e r  w o rk ed  with h im . I have 

co m e to know so m an y  of L yndon 's  S pecia l A s s is ta n ts  quite  w ell  

an d  c lo se ly .  I t ' s  a  m o s t  r e m a rk a b le  f r a te rn i ty .  And now tha t the 

t im e  of b re a k in g  up is  so soon, I am  so keen ly  a w a re  of w hat a 

m a r v e lo u s  bunch of people  they  a r e .  How did we e v e r  a s s e m b le  

them a l l .  One r e a s o n  I th ink - -  the chance  to w o rk  fo r  your coun try  

in  an  A d m in is t ra t io n  that w as  ge tting  som eth ing  done. I t ' s  a  heady  

d ra f t ,  th is  kind of w ork , and  w h a te v e r  they go on to I th ink  they w ill 

r e m e m b e r  i t ,  - -  I  hope a s  a  h ighpoin t in th e i r  l iv e s .  I know I sh a ll  

r e m e m b e r  th em . And I am  la te  d isc o v e r in g  how m any  of them th e re  

a r e  tha t I a d m ire  and  like  and  want to be see ing  aga in  th roughout 

o u r  l iv e s .

F in a l ly  I tu rn e d  o v e r  the g r e a t  b a tch  to C h a r l ie  M aguire  - -  

w e h ad  r e a l ly  only dipped in to  our w o rk  - -  and he se e m e d  p r e p a re d  to 

w o rk  a l l  a f te rn o o n  and  into the n ight. And I su g g es ted  tha t he m ak e  

h im s e l f  a t  hom e in the b ed ro o m  nex t to A sh to n 's  office, o rd e r  up coffee 

and  san d w ich es ,  o r  w h a tev e r  he w anted. He s a id  he would have it  

a l l  r e a d y  fo r  m e  the next m o rn in g .  We w e re  to m e e t  w ith Doubleday
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S a tu rd a y  m o rn in g .  I sa id  C h a r l ie ,  "How can you p o s s ib ly ? "  b ec a u se  

he  p lanned  to get them  re ty p e d  - -  m an y  of them  had bad m i s spe ll ings  

o r  a b so lu te ly  no p a ra g ra p h s .  And he sa y s ,  " I ' l l  have them by to m o rro w  

m o rn in g ." And he ca l le d  the nam e of a c e r ta in  office in the White H ouse ■ 

a  s o r t  of typing pool - -  w h e re  a p p a re n t ly  they w o rk  a l l  day and  a l l  night. 

And he s a id  w ith  what am oun ted  a lm o s t  to r e v e re n c e ,  "W ithout them 

the W hite House would c lo se  up. They  w il l  have it  to m o rro w ."

I le f t  him  abou t 3:00 an d  put on a n  a f te rn o o n  tea  d r e s s  and m e t  

w ith  M a ry  L a s k e r  in  the Yellow Oval Room w h e re  the f i r e  w as b u rn in g  

m e r r i l y .  A nd we d is c u s s e d  so m e  of our unending p ro je c ts  - -  w h e th e r  

m y  b ro n z e  d o r e' F r e n c h  B ou illo tte  lam p  w as good enough to le a v e  a t  

the White H ouse a s  a  l i t t le  gift. It s i t s  on the tab le  to the r ig h t  of the 

f i r e p la c e  in the Yellow Room . When and  w h e th e r  we m igh t t r y  to get 

M r . B u rk s ,  the s c u lp tu re ,  to do a  h ead  of Lyndon. And v e ry  im p o r ta n t ly  

a  l i s t  of i te m s  she hopes we m a y  get - -  a t  l e a s t  som e of them - -  into 

the budget fo r  th is  o u r  l a s t  y e a r ,  th ings p lanned  but not ye t funded in 

p a rk s  and  b e a u t i f ic a t io n  h e r e  in  W ashington.

And then a  l i t t le  p a s t  4:00 m y  o th e r  tea  gu es ts  a r r i v e d  - -  

M r .  and  M rs .  M arc  C haga ll  w ith  th e i r  h o s t .  Dr. and  M rs .  John Nef.

And th e re  e n su e d  a  de ligh tfu l h o u r .

M r.  C h ag a ll  who is  a  sm il in g  l i t t le  gnom e spoke only F re n c h ,  but
\

i t ' s  a b so lu te ly  no im p e d im e n t .  Somehow you ju s t  know w hat h e ' s
V,____ _
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m ean ing . H is  wife t r a n s la te d  fo r  him  som e. Lynda cam e  in, w as  

en ch an ted  by h im , even gave u s  the  r a r e  p r iv i le g e  of see in g  M iss  L uc inda  

Desha, who in tu rn  enchan ted  them .

The Nefs w e re  in te re s t in g  a lso .  He had  f o r m e r ly  been  m a r r i e d  

to an  A rc t ic  e x p lo re r  and had  w r i t te n  books on the sub jec t.

We had  a  deligh tfu l tea and  ev e ry o n e  ta lked  a t  once. And having 

M a r y  th e re  m ad e  i t  so m uch  n ic e r .  It w as  a t  h e r  hom e that I had  m e t  

M r .  C haga ll .

And a t  l a s t  a s  they w e re  about to leav e , thankfully  I r e m e m b e re d  

to a s k  them  to s ig n  the g u es t  book. The pen m ade a  b lot. With a  tw inkle - 

in  h is  eye, M r .  C haga ll  took the e x t r a  ink  and began  to shade i t  out into 

a  sk e tc h  of an  am u sin g  face  so in d isp u tab ly  a C haga ll  ske tch . What a 

n ic e  thing to have  happen .

T hen  I took them  on a  tou r  of the fam ily  end of the H all - -  e s p e c ia l ly  

pointing out the M a r y  C a s s a t t  and  the W inslow H o m er  and  H e n r i .  And 

then I su g g e s te d  tha t p e rh a p s  they  m ig h t like to see  the r e s t  of the house . 

And I in t ro d u c e d  J im  K etchum  and s a id  goodbye an d  went to m y  room  fo r  

a  r e s t .  It s e e m s  I do not r e m e m b e r  e v e r  w anting  to r e s t  when I f i r s t  

c a m e  h e re .  And I w as  only five y e a r s  younger.

And then i t  w as  tim e to d r e s s  fo r  the re c e p t io n  that Lyndon and 

I w e re  having fo r  J im  Jo n es  and  h is  b r id e ,  O liv ia B a rc la y .  B ack  in  

the Y ellow  Room , the f i r e  f r e s h ly  b laz ing  and  some. 30 o r  so g u e s ts  - -
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th e i r  f a m il ie s ,  the wedding p a r ty ,  a  few c lo se  f r ie n d s .  I stood by 

the door w ith  O liv ia  and J im  and g re e te d  the g u e s ts .  And a s  any 

m e lt in g  of two ind iv idua ls ,  it w as in te re s t in g  to see  the two s t r a in s  

jo ining. M ost of J im 's  f r ie n d s  and  h is  fam ily  w e re  from  O klahom a, 

and  O liv ia 's  f ro m  C a lifo rn ia .  H er  m o th e r  - -  a  handsom e widow, ta l l  

and  p roud . And h e r  Aunt - -  M rs .  H a r ry  C a ry  w hose husband  had  b e e n  

a  m ov ie  s t a r  for  a  long c a r e e r .  She had  he lp ed  r a i s e  O livia. A v e ry  

s tro n g  indom itab le  looking old lady , full of g inger  yet. And John 

and  M a rie  about whom we a r e  a l l  w ondering  with m ix ed  hope for 

them  an d  d e s p a i r  fo r  u s .  And the cute  young Tom m y Boggs - -  m y 

fa v o r i te  advance  m an . And th e re  w as F a th e r  K ife r  who had  in h e r i te d  

so  m an y  of the s p i r i tu a l  p ro b le m s  of the White H ouse. And M arv in  

a n d  M a r io n  W atson.

We h ad  d r in k s  and  to a s te d  the b r id e  and g room . T h e re  w e re  

d e lic ious  h o r s  d 'o e u v re s .  Lyndon p r e s e n te d  our g ifts  - -  the en g rav ed  

m in t  ju lep  m u g s .

And the p le a sa n t ,  e a sy  p a r ty  d i s p e r s e d  about 8:30, and M ario n  

and  M arv in  stayed fo r  d in n er  w ith  us  w ith  W illis  H u r s t  who had  ju s t
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