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It had a fe e l of an im portant day in the White House to m e 

b ecau se it r e a lly  m arked the launching of anything I would do 

about th is d iary .

But f ir s t ,  Lyndon and I had breakfast about 8 :30, and then 

1 m et with D r. M elville Bell Gros venor and h is w ife and Liz in the

W est Hall over a cup of c o ffe e . And we talked about the Red-

W oods. D r . Grosvenor has ju st returned from  a trip  out th ere .

And we of cou rse  w ill be leav in g  on one next F r id ay , the 22nd.

And I lik e  to get indoctrinated . He lo v es  h is subject and I loved  

lis ten in g  and not the le a s t  of what I wanted to know, as a fem ale  

participant in a p icture s to ry  was what to w e a r . I decided on m y  

heavy walking shoes from  the Grand Tetons and p o ssib ly  som e  

heavy underw ear. And m y beige pants su it .

He spread out m aps of the whole region  and explained the h isto ry  -■ 

the d ifference betw een the co a sta l Red Woods - -  the ta ll ones that grow  

to 365 fee t in height - -  and the m ore inland ones which are r ea lly  

b igger and an autom obile can drive through, the g ig a n tea s . And they  

are older - -  perhaps 3500 y ea rs  o ld . And he le ft  m e a v a st sh eaf of 

a r tic le s  from  the N ational G eographic for m y bedtim e reading betw een  

now and then.
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And then about 11:00 he said  goodbye and I went down to the 

second and v ery  exciting  m eeting of the day in the Lincoln Sitting  

Room - -  the p ub lishers from  Double Day w ere com ing to look  at 

m y d ia ry . M r. Ken M cC orm ack, M r. Sam Vaughn, M rs. Evelyn  

M etzger and M iss M aggie C ou sin s.

The fire  w as w arm ing that v ery  fam iliar  room , and Arthur 

Krim w as with th e m . And they w ere dividing up the black  notebooks 

that C harlie M aguire had p rep ared , laboring far into the- n ight.

I think there w ere three of the notebooks with a couple or so  days 

each  from  each  of the s ix  y ea rs  of the span of tim e we have lived  

h e r e .

They talked and Arthur Krim, and m o stly  I lis ten ed  with the 

expansive feeling  that they r e al ly  w ere  im p ressed  and beginning to 

be ex c ited .

A fter saying h ello  to everyone and having a cup of c o f fe e , I was 

in and out of the room  fee lin g  that they would be m ore free  to exp ress  

th em se lv es  and to read q u ietly . They seem ed  quite concerned about 

the tim e they w ere taking up. I w asn 't at a ll .

As it  got past 12:00 I su ggested  that they sta y  for lunch with m e .

I ca lled  Lyndon. Y es , he would be glad to join u s .

I brought in sh erry , and each  of them talked about the excerp ts
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they had rea d . And I fe lt  that they w ere quite genuinely in ter e ste d .

A lit t le  past 1:00 we went into the fam ily  dining room , and Lyndon 

cam e with u s . And we had a lon g , le is u r e ly  lunch during which  

Lyndon did m ost of the ta lk ing, rem in isc in g  about his y ears in  

W ashington, in public o ffice , h is d ec isio n s here - -  quite openly  

I thought.

When we fin ished  lunch, and by that tim e it w as 3:00, I said  

goodbye. It had a ll been so  m uch. I w as so  excited  it was lik e  a 

c ircu it  of candy and cake and p ie . And so  I wanted a s im p le  draft 

of fr e sh  a ir  and sun sh in e. I got the car and went riding around to 

a lo t of the p laces we had worked on . To W atts Branch Park w here  

I w as shocked to se e  what e ither w as an enorm ous amount of ero sio n  

on the cre ek  bank or s im p ly  slipping in of the bank, or m aybe it was

flood dam age or m aybe it w as som e sort of con stru ction . So disappointing

for som ething we had w orked on. And then past Syphax  School w here  

som e of our tre e s  w ere dead and a ll of our plants w ere fu ll of w eeds .

I fe lt further d isappointm ent. And then I drove by Bowens School.

The planting w as just in  and looked fr e sh  and g r e a t . And the playground  

equipm ent looked so  sturdy and functional and just ready for hundreds 

of ch ild ren . And ju st as I cam e to a halt, there w as a big b lack  

lim o u sin e  in front of m e . Who should it be? Who naturally  but the
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people who w ere as in terested  in th is , or m o re , than I w as - -  the 

ones who had given i t .  Kay Graham and her m oth er, M rs . Agnes 

M ey er .

I got out of the car and started  over and Kay Graham got out 

at the sam e t im e , and we m et in the m iddle of the sidew alk  a ll 

s m ile s ,  and so  su rp r ised  to run on each other th e r e . She said  

she w as taking her m other out for a d r iv e . She hardly got out any 

m ore b ecau se of her a r th r it is . And I went over and leaned in the 

car and talked to M rs. M eyer who is  m entally  sa lty  and v igorous  

although a lm ost chairbound p h y sica lly . It had the p leasan t, 

exciting  quality of com plete spontaneity . And their gift to the c ity  

is  a great plus for that a r e a . In our half day of happenings on 

Monday, it  w ill be one of the p la ces  we v is it  and hail as an addition  

to the c ity ' s  p laygrounds.

Then I drove on by L'E nfant P laza  - -  a handsom e spacious  

p la ce , the P laza  fram ed by two long buildings by I . M . P e i .  And 

at the foot of the h orse  shoe the great curving bulk of HUD which  

I think is  by M arcel B reuer - -  a ll of it on a v a st s c a le , w ell planted  

though the tr ees  w ill have to grow to it - -  enorm ously  contem porary  

but quite at home in this F ed era l c ity  and w orthy of i t .

I walked a ll around over it  - -  after a w hile being recogn ized  and 

sm ilin g  and speaking as I walked on . There w ere lo ts  of photographers
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am ateur and p r o fe ss io n a l. And frequently  I walked in front of their  

le n s e s ,  and I wonder if  they w ill be su rp rised  when they get their  

p ictu res developed , or w ill they recogn ize  m e .

It w as a beautiful F a ll day and a good anecdote to m y hours in 

the house - -  the day of m ixture of high e la tion , a lm o st not to be 

touched or b elieved  su c c e ss  w ithin the offing and then to com e down 

of the la ck  of m aintenance in the work we had done around the c ity .

I w as back in the White House by 4:30 to find to m y am azem ent  

that the people from  Double Day had just le ft  - -  a v ery  lengthy  

luncheon v is i t .  So I went to the bowling la n es  and had three good 

fa st  g a m e s .

I had asked Lyndon e a r lie r  who he would lik e  to have for d in n er . 

And he sa id , "Why don't you ju st invite anybody you w ant. And so I 

did , B ess  and T yler and L iz and L es and the C harlie M aguires and 

Joe and Trudye Califano and H arry M cP herson and C lay. I grow  

m ore and m ore aw are as the tim e grow s shorter of what an 

extraord in ary  and w onderful sta ff has accom panied us through th ese  

y ea rs  . And B arefoot and Jan Sanders and R am sey  and G eorgia  C lark .

They began to a ssem b le  about 6:30. We had drinks and a fire  

in the Y ellow  R oom . Lyndon w as quite late  com ing o v er .
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R am sey  and I sa t down on the yellow  Louis  X V  sofa  and talked  

about th is c ity , its  fu ture, W alter W ashington (he's v ery  high on h im ). 

He thinks it  would be v ery  w ise  if  Nixon would reappoint him  M ayor. 

The sc h o o ls . He used a startlin g  figure - -  the percentage of N egroes  

in the sch oo ls  of W ashington has now r ise n  to such an in cred ib ly  high 

number I am afraid to quote it  but I think it is  in the upper 80 p ercen t. 

And he thinks the quality of the education is  d eter iora tin g .

We talked of the rio ts of A pril - -  of  w hether they had in a way  

lanced  the b oil and enabled us to get through a re la tiv e ly  ea sy  

and p eacefu l su m m er.

R am sey  is  an ex traord in arily  articu la te , g en tle , tough and likeable

' ’ i
p erso n . At tim es I am d ism a y ed  by h im . A m o d icum [?] of partisansh ip  

of w orking for your sid e is  n e c e ssa r y  in p o litics  I think. And so m e - 

tim es he seem s to have an iv o ry  tow er u n aw aren ess. But I alw ays 

find m y se lf  resp ectin g  h im , and after I have heard his sid e I understand  

it  m uch better.

F in a lly  we gathered around the long table with Lyndon and had 

a p leasan t, good dinner with people who are a ll fa m ilia r  with each  

o th e r .

And then c lo se  to 10:00 m ost of us went down the s ta ir s  to see  

a m ovie w hich turned out to be aw ful. And after about an hour of it
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I threw everybody a goodnight k iss  and went up sta irs and to bed 

by 11:30.

It had been a so rt of a w atershed  day, though heading in what 

d irection  I don't r ea lly  know. And there w ere som e straw s in  the 

wind of better things happening - -  a fee lin g  that the talks in P a r is  

m ight soon be joined by the Saigon r e g im e . Maybe we would get 

so m ew h ere . And then N ixon's appointm ent of Murphy whom we 

resp ec t and rem em b er . He is  an ex ce llen t p r o fe ss io n a l. He holds 

w ell for th is in terim  p eriod .
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