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T hanksg iv ing  D ay. We w e re  up e a r ly ,  in  tim e  to  le a v e  about 

8:30 fo r  s e rv ic e s  a t S t. B a rn a b a s  - -  Lyndon and I and L u c i and 

E lsp e th  R ostow  and M elinda and H elene and J im  and O liv ia  J o n e s . 

Lyndon has th e  fu n n ie s t th ing  abou t w anting  ev e ry b o d y  to  r id e  to g e th e r  

in  the sa m e  c a r  -with h im  d riv in g  no m a t te r  how m an y  of us th e re  a r e .  

I t o ften  r e s u l ts  in  nine o r so  of us in  a s ta tio n  w agon w ith  about th re e  

peop le  in  the  b ack  s e a t  w ith  th e ir  k n ees  r ig h t  u n d er th e ir  ch ins .

It w as a co o l, c r i s p ,  sunny  day  - -  ju s t  p e r fe c t  in  f a c t .  And 

the  r iv e r  w as r o a r in g  o v er th e  d a m . T h e re  had b ee n  r a i n s . And 

a  r e s t f u l  T u esd ay  and W ednesday  had m ade m e a  hum an being  a g a in .

So I w as happy  tb  w alk  in to  S t. B a rn ab as  fo r  one of the l a s t  t im e s  in  

f ro n t of flanks of c a m e r a s ,  and  al l  the  fa c e s  above th em  good n a tu re d  

to d ay , and g re e t  a  lo t of f a m il ia r  p eo p le , be a  p a r t  of a  s e rv ic e  in  

w hich  I am  m uch  m o re  r e a l ly  in  tune th an  the C atho lic  and L u th e ra n .

I often  a tten d  th e se  days w ith  m y  v e ry  e c u m e n ic a l h u sb an d .

And then  a s  we d rove  b ac k  Lyndon s a id ,  "How w ould you lik e  to 

a s k  the p r e s s  by  fo r c o ffe e . T hey  w an t to  g e t a  T hanksg iv ing  p ic tu re  

o f  us."  N ot too  g ra c io u s ly  I s a id  a l l  r ig h t .  And I phoned hom e fo r 

M a ry  to  pu t on a  big pot of co ffee and m ake som e cook ies  if  p o s s ib le ,  

a n d  a sk ed  a ll  hands ab o a rd  to  have po w d ered  n o se s  and s m i le s .  And 

so  we did  c lo se  to  11:00 , Lyndon and I and L uci and P a tr ic k  and L ynda,
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L ucinda  w as u p s ta ir s  a s le e p ,  and  we d ec id ed  i t  w as the  b e t te r  p a r t  

of v a lo r  no t to  b ro o k  M iss G lase l 's  i r e .

We s a t  in  the  s u m m e r  c h a ir s  on the law n  u n d e r the b ig  liv e  oak  

and Yuki im m e d ia te ly  cam e and jo in ed  u s .  He w o u ld n 't m is s  a  p ic tu re -  

tak in g  s e s s io n  fo r  an y th in g . And P a t r ic k  looked  a d o ra b le  in  h is  

A ir  F o rc e  u n ifo rm  m ade by  L yndon 's  ta i lo r  to m e e t h is  Daddy in 

H aw aii. And i t  w as an  a b so lu te ly  h eav en ly  p ic tu re  out th e re  w hen 

th o se  two had se e n  each  o th e r .

We s a t  and s a t  and p o sed  and p o se d . And then  Lyndon ta lk ed  

to  the  n ew sm en  and the few new sw om en w hile  I kep t p a s s in g  cook ies  

and coffee and te llin g  H elen  and F ra n c e s  w hat a  w o n d erfu l t r ip  i t  

had  b e en  and how s o r r y  I w as th a t th ey  had m is s e d  i t .

E v e ry b o d y  w as in  a  k in d ly  h o lid ay  m ood - -  no m ea n  q u e s tio n s , 

good h u m o r p re v a i le d .  Then we a ll  w ish ed  e ach  o th e r happy 

T hanksg iv ing  and th ey  d e p a r te d , the  fa m ily  - -  Lyndon and I and 

L ynda , L u c i and Lyn - -  to g e th e r  w ith  M elinda and H elene d rove  

down to  the  b ir th p la c e .  And th e re  we had fa m ily  p ic tu re s  on the 

f r o n t  p o rc h  th a t so m e day  m ay  be u sed  on p o s t c a rd s . And then  

d ro v e  in to  Joh n so n  C ity  and did  the sa m e  thing a t the  boyhood h o m e, 

s ittin g  in  th e  sw ing o r g ro u p ed  a ro u n d  ro ck in g  c h a i r s .
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It w as a  g lo rio u s  go lden  d ay .

We d ro p p ed  off L uc i and M elinda a t M e lv in 's  a i r s t r ip  so  they

could  fly  on in  to  the  b ig  T exas fo o tb a ll g a m e . And then  we d rove
i

b ack  to the  R anch  w h e re  A r th u r  and M athi ld e  K rim  jo in ed  us fo r  

lu n ch  w ith  Daphn a , and J im  and O livia and M a rie  and H elene and 

L y n d a . A ll the R ostow s w e re  out su rv ey in g  th e  co u n try s id e  

to d ay . I th in k  th e y  had gone to  San A nton io . I t  w ill be so 

m a rv e lo u s  i f  th ey  d ec id e  to  com e down and liv e  a t  A ustin  and 

te a c h  and have a  p a r t  in  th e  School of P u b lic  S e r v ic e . T hey  w ill 

m ake  th e i r  d e c is io n  th is  w eek  abou t a  house and an  e x ac t p lace  

in  the  U n iv e rs ity  life .

A fte r lu n ch  th e re  w as one o f  th e  fu n n ie s t sc e n e s  I e v e r  re m e m b e r  

Lyndon tu rn e d  the m u sic  h igh and beg an  to  show Lyn how to  d an ce , 

doing a s o r t  of a  co u n try  jig , a  buck  and w ing , and th en  l i t t le  Lyn 

beg an  to  dance h im se lf  - -  m o s tly  s tan d in g  in  one p la ce  and sq u a ttin g  

up and  down and shuffling  h is l i t t le  fe e t a ro u n d . It w as an  h ila r io u s  

p ic tu r e .  He is  so  w illin g  to  do any th ing  to  p le a s e .

D uring  the a f te rn o o n  I w en t r id in g  w ith  Lyndon and the th re e  

K rim s  and J im  and O liv ia  o v er the  R anch  and to the S c h a rn h o rs t.

We a r e  try in g  to m ake a  f in a l d e c is io n  abou t w hat should  be done w ith  

one of the S c h a rn h o rs t  h o u ses  in  c a s e  Y olanda co m es to  liv e  in i t .
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It w as one of th o se  g lo rio u s  golden  days w hen ju s t  to  be a liv e  

w as enough . T h e re  w e re  g re e n  v e lv e t p a tc h e s  of oa ts  h e re  and 

th e r e ,  the S pan ish  oak out the  p ic tu re  w indow , and the dining 

ro o m  is  a  b la z e  of r e d .  And on the  h il ls id e s  the  oaks a r e  tu rn in g  

f ro m  re d  to  r u s s e t  - -  su m a c h e re  and th e re  m o re  b r i l l ia n t ,  bu t 

som e of i ts  le a v e s  have fa lle n  fo r  F a l l  is  ad v an c in g . Indeed  th e re  

a r e  ju s t  52 days u n til o u r tim e  in  th is  job  is  o v e r .  I t  s e e m s  lik e  

an  e te r n i ty .  And y e t, on ly  y e s te rd a y  w hen i t  b eg a n .

We got b ack  to the house  a  l i t t le  p a s t  d a r k .  T ha t now co m es 

e a r ly  a long abou t 6 :0 0 . And Lyndon and L uci and a few o th e rs  

w en t to  M a s s . B ut I s ta y e d  to  m ak e  a  lo t  of c a lls  to Jake  Ja c o b se n  

and  M r s .  H om er G a rr is o n  abou t the R ostow s com ing  to m o rro w .

And D o ris  P o w ell about com ing  o v er to  K a rn a ck  on S a tu rd a y .

And then  our g u e s ts  a r r iv e d  fo r  T hanksg iv ing  d in n e r - -  the 

w hole R ostow  fa m ily  having re tu rn e d  fro m  a  long day  in  San A ntonio 

and aglow  w ith  how m uch  fun i t  had b e e n . W alt and  E lsp e th  and P e te r  

and Ann and E ls p e th 's  e ld e r ly  m o th e r ,  M r s .  D a v ie s . And Sam  

H ouston cam e up on a  cane  looking  old and i l l .  And L e la  M a rtin , 

look ing  a lso  old and i l l ,  b u t v e ry  s p r i te ly .  And J e s s ie  H unter and 

J e s s e  K ellam  and the  th re e  K rim s  and M elinda B a te s  whom  L uci 

had b ro u g h t b a c k  w ith  h e r  f ro m  C a lifo rn ia . She is  a  good f r ie n d ,
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L u c i. And M elinda is  a  d e a r ,  so ft, gen tle  p e rso n  to  have in  the 

h o u s e . And o u r young b r id a l  co u p le , J im  and O liv ia . And M arie  

a n d  H elene who had  b een  h e lp fu l m ak ing  out a  se a tin g  a r ra n g e m e n t 

fo r  o u r 20 o r  so  g u e s ts .

L uc i gave an  e leg a n t b le s s in g  w hich  she has  b een  in  the  h ab it 

of doing s in c e  she w as about 8 y e a r s  o ld . And Lynda added h e r s  .

And indeed  ev ery o n e  of us a t the  tab le  I am  s u re  w e re  th ink ing  of 

how m uch  we had to  be th an k ful  fo r  - -  a  y e a r  o f good h e a lth , the 

V ie tn am e se  w a r  a t l a s t  m aybe on the  long  slow  w ay to w ard  p e a c e , 

the ta x  b il l  p a s s e d ,  and the  r a in  - -  though a lig h t one - -  p u t on 

in f la tio n . O ur d o lla r  so  th re a te n e d  ju s t  a  few m onths ago r e la t iv e ly  

s ta b le  once m o r e .  And p e r s o n al ly ,  Chuck and P a t  s t i l l  a l l  r ig h t 

though f a r  aw ay . And L u c i a b so lu te ly  ra d ia n t f ro m  h e r  "five days 

and  s ix  nights" as she e x p re s s e d  it  of R& R. And Lyn and L ucinda in  

and out of th e  ro o m  adding the  new d im en sio n s  of an o th e r  g e n e ra tio n .

So i t  w as a  g r e a t  e v e n in g . And we fe ll  to  on M a ry 's  d e lic io u s  

d in n e r  - -  a  b ig  p la t te r  of tu rk e y . The w hole one had been  b ro u g h t 

in  and p a ra d e d  a ro u n d  the ro o m  e a r l i e r .  And a n o th e r  p la t te r  of 

w ild  tu rk e y . And the s u p e rb  d re s s in g  th a t nobody m a k e s  any  m o re .  

And m y  fa v o rite  c r a n b e r r y  s a la d  and sw ee t p o ta to es w ith  m a r s h m ellow s 

on top  le f t  o v er fro m  m y  e a s t  T ex as  r a i s in g .  It is  m y  fa v o rite  d is h .  

And w inding up w ith  a m b r o s ia .
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So we a te  our happy f i l l .  I t w as a  joy fu l h o u seh o ld .

S o m etim e d u rin g  the even ing  W alt R ostow  s a t  down a t the p iano  

and  p lay ed  som e T hanksg iv ing  h y m n s .

And th en  s h o r t ly  a f te r  d in n e r , p a r t  of th e  g u e s ts  w ent ou t to 

the  h a n g a r  fo r  a  m o v ie . And Lyndon and I w ent b ac k  to  h is  

b ed ro o m  to  in te rv ie w  the  W ades who a r e  co u s in s  of M ary  D a v is '. 

And to  m y  a m a z e m e n t, he h ire d  th em  b e fo re  th e  evening  w as over 

w hile  I w as ju s t  going to  th in k  abou t i t ,  a d d  up o u r e x p e n se s , and 

ta lk  and ta lk  and ta lk  abou t w h e th e r  we ought to  h ire  them  o r n o t. 

And v e ry  th an k fu lly  we w e re  in  bed  by  10:00.
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