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MEMORANDUM

THE W HITE HOUSE

A ll days b eg in  e a r l y  now i t  s e e m s  and end l a t e .  And the 

c ro w d in g  r u s h  of ev en ts  g row s e v e r  m o re  unm an ag eab le  a s  we 

t r y  to  add  ju s t  one m o re  th ing and a t  the s a m e  t im e  our s ta f f  |

g e ts  e a te n  aw ay  a t the edges  b y  peop le  leav in g  and i l l n e s s .  ;

I t  w as  only  th is  m o rn in g  th a t  I  h e a rd  th a t  Les C a rp e n te r  !

had  gone to  the h o s p i ta l  l a s t  night w ith  an  e x t r e m e  nose  b le e d  |

th a t  w as  r e a l l y  a  h e m o rr hage and th ey  found th a t  he had t e r r i f i c al ly
I

high  b lood p r e s s u r e  and g r e a t  d iff icul ty  in  s topping  the  b le e d in g .  ;

P o o r  L iz .  W hat a  y e a r  fo r  h e r .  And B e s s  is  off w e a r in g  h e r  I

o th e r  h a t  a s  w ife  of the C h ie f  of P ro to c o l  w ith  the Hoveyd a s [?]. i

And so  I  sp en t  an  h o u r  in  the e a r ly  m o rn in g  w ith  C a ro l  C a r ly le  

going o v e r  the  two upcom ing  d i n n e r s , we have a  l i t t le  back log  of 

peop le  w e w an ted  so  m u ch  to  a s k  if  we could a t  the l a s t  m in u te  

and p lann ing  on C h r i s tm a s  p a r t i e s .

Then  a t  10:00 I w en t out to the  N ava l Photo  Lab  w ith  S im one  

and  T o m m y  A d k in s .  And th is  w as  a  h ighpoin t of the  d ay , of the  

w hole F a l l .  We saw  the f ilm  of "L ife  in  the F a m i ly  Q u a r te r s  a t  

the  W hite H o u s e " .  No m u s ic  y e t ,  and so m e  ligh ting  w i l l  be  im p ro v e d .

But I  though t i t  w as  v e r y  good . And then  w hen we cam e  to  L yndon 's  

p a r t  a t  the end I  a lm o s t  ju m p ed  up and sh o u te d .  This w as  p u re  

und ilu ted  Lyndon . No re a d in g  of c a r e fu l  s p e e c h  c a r d s ,  e x p r e s s io n ,  

w o r d s ,  the v e r y  e s s e n c e  of the  m a n  and of h is  handling of th is  jo b .
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I w as  so  p ro u d .  How I w ish  som ehow  we could  have e x t r a c te d  th is  

and funneled  i t  to the pub lic  du ring  th e se  l a s t  five y e a r s .  It wo u l d  

have s e r v e d  o u r  c au se  w e l l .  And the th ings  w e 'v e  w o rk e d  f o r .  And 

I hope m ay b e  th e r e  w il l  be so m e  u se  of i t  o th e r  than  ju s t  a s  an 

ex h ib it  in  the L i b r a r y .  Even  so  i t ' s  in  the c a n ,  and I m a r k  off on 

m y  m e n ta l  ta b le t  one m o re  c h e c k  b y  th ings do n e .

Tony L o eb , a l l  the  s ta f f ,  w e re  a l l  s m i l e s . And th a t  a i r  of 

e x p e c ta n c y  I hoped I p o u re d  in to  m y  r e s p o n s e  a l l  the fu l ln e s s  of 

m y s a t i s f a c t io n  in  the  job  th e y  have done .

And th en  nex t a f t e r  a  b i te  of lunch  I w en t out to  M r .  P e r ' s  w ith  

M r s .  Bu r g ,  and  th is  is  an  e x p e r im e n t . We a r e  try in g  to  s e e  how 

m u ch  M r s . Bur g  can  l e a r n  in  fo u r  o r  five days so  th a t  h opefu lly  she 

can  tu r n  m e  out down on th e  R anch  looking  r e a d y  fo r  w h a te v e r  c o m e s .  

She co m b ed  m y  h a i r  w hile  M r .  P e r  w a tc h e d .

Then b a c k  a t  the  W hite House fo r  so m e  d e sk  w o rk ,  and  i t  m o u n ts  

and  h angs  h eav y  o v e r  m y  s h o u ld e r s .

And th en  l i t t l e  C a ro l  cam e  to  m y  door and s a id ,  " T h e y  a r e  r e a d y . "  

T h is  w as  the f i r s t  of two p a r t i e s  fo r  the V ie t-N am  v e te r a n s  w ho a r e  

h o s p i ta l iz e d  a t  W a lte r  R eed  o r  B e th e s d a .  T hey  had  a r r i v e d  a t  2:00 

and th ey  had had a  to u r  of a l l  o v e r  the W hite H ouse inc lud ing  the  

L inc oln  and Q u een s ' Room  and T r e a ty  R o o m . I s tood  in  f ro n t  of the 

t h e a t r e .  The h a l l  w as  a l l  b r ig h t  w ith  c h ry sa n th e m u m s  - -  w hite  and
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y e l lo w . And the fo r ty  of them  cam e  b y  - -  fou r  in  w h e e lc h a i r s ,  

two I  r e m e m b e r  double a m p u te e s . And you had to be c a r e fu l  w ith  

a  f l ic k  of the  eye w hen you pu t out you r hand to  m ak e  s u re  you 

d id n 't  r e a c h  fo r  the  r ig h t  hand w hen  th e r e  w a s n ' t  an y , but in s te a d  

g r a s p  the o ffe red  le f t  hand w ith  no f l ic k e r  of r e c o g n i t io n .  And 

th e n  once in  m y  p a lm  I found so m eth in g  cold  and s te e ly .  W hen 

the  hand I  had s e e n  o u ts t r e tc h e d  looked  l ik e  a n y b o d y 's .

T h ey  w e re  v e r y  young, th is  g ro u p .  And a l l  P r iv a te s  - -  o r  n e a r ly  

w ith  a  few S e rg e a n ts  o r  C o r p o r a l s .

B y  the  t im e  I  shook  the l a s t  hand and w ent in to  the t h e a t r e  th e y  

w e re  a l l  g ro u p ed  a t  the  tiny  c a b a r e t  t a b l e s .  And the  g i r l s  f ro m  B e s s '  

office and L iz 's and C o r re sp o n d e n c e  Section  w e re  p a s s in g  le m o n a d e  

and cokes  and ho t s l i c e s  of p iz z a  and th e r e  w e re  on the ta b le s  th ings  

l ik e  p ean u ts  and po ta to  c h ip s .  And Tony M a d e re s a 's  com bo w as  

b a t t in g  out loud  and gay  b r a s s y  m u s i c .

I  m oved  f ro m  tab le  to  t a b l e , changing w ith  Cynthia o r  C a ro l  o r  

M a rg a r e t  Deeb .  We ta lk ed  of w h e re  th ey  w e re  f r o m ,  w hen  th e y  w e r e  

going hom e fo r  C h r i s tm a s ,  w hat th ey  had s e e n  on the  t o u r .  A nd th e y  

w e re  a lw ays v e r y  in te r e s t e d  in Chuck and P a t  and Lynda and  L u c i 

and  the  c h i ld re n .  And I to ld  th em  th a t  th is  w as  the f i r s t  p a r t y  l ik e  

th is  I  had  had w ithou t e i th e r  Lynda o r  L uc i p r e s e n t  b e c a u se  th e y  l ik e  

to be the  gu ides  and th ey  alw ays had so  m uch  to  s a y  to  m e n .
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T h e re  w e re  so m e  in te r e s t in g  b its . I a s k e d  one m a n  how long 

he had  b e e n  in .  And he s a id  11 m on ths  and he w as  due fo r  m o re  

s u r g e r y .  And a n o th e r  who sa id  he w as  supp o sed  to  le a v e  th e  nex t 

day  to  r e t u r n  hom e and then  got o r d e re d  so m e  p lace  e l s e  and  w as  

h i t  t h e r e .  And he qu ick ly  a n s w e re d ,  " I t 's  a l l  r ig h t  now . I 'v e  seen  

m y  w ife  and ev e ry th in g  is  f in e . "  F in e  ex cep t  th a t  he is  in  a  w h e e l- 

c h a i r  and I d id  not a s k  the r e a s o n s .

In s o m e  th ings  th ey  a r e  v e r y  a lik e  in  th e se  g ro u p s  of s e r v i c e -  

m e n ,  and I k eep  fee ling  o v e r  and o v e r  th a t  th ey  a r e  so  young and
I ■ . . . .

th a t  t h e r e  a r e  no t m a n y  of them  who s e e m  lik e  co llege  m e n .  And 

th e re  have b e e n  I b e l iev e  m o re  than  the 12 p e r c e n t  of the  p o p u la tio n  

N e g ro  o r  w h a te v e r  i t  i s . But th e y  a r e  v e r y  v a r ie d  to o .  Som e so  

b r ig h t  and  in q u is i t iv e ,  s h a rp  and e a g e r  and fu ll  of q u e s t io n s . And 

s o m e  as  s to l id  a s  o x en . But a lm o s t  a l l  of th em  a c t  as  though i t  

w e r e  a  r e a l  p le a s u re  and a  r e a l  s u r p r i s e  to  th em  th a t  th e y  a r e  h e r e  

and th a t  i t  i s  l ik e  t h i s ,  so  in fo rm a l  and f re q u e n t ly  i t  tu rn s  in to  a  

s t r e a m  of au to g ra p h s  and a lw ays  a bunch of W hite H ouse m a tc h e s  

o n  th e  tab le  have d is a p p e a re d  by  the t im e  the p a r ty  i s  o v e r .

Often th e y  a s k  m e w hat the P r e s id e n t  is  do ing . This t im e ,  and 

th is  i s  the only t im e ,  we had Bob and T o m m y  Adkins down and we 

took  so m e  p ic tu re s  . And I am  not s u r e  we should h a v e .  I  exp la ined
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to  th em  th a t  th e y  w e re  fo r  us only  - -  the W hite H ouse - -  and I m u s t  

s e e  i f  th e y  a r e  any  good if  so m e  go out to the h o s p i t a l s .  And a f te r  

a n  hour I  had c o v e re d  a l l  of the ta b le s  and s a id  goodbye and w en t 

u p s ta i r s  fo r  a  so lid  h o u r ' s w o rk  w ith  M a r i ly n .  A sh ton  h as  been  

in  ju s t  fo r  a  few h o u rs  th is  l a s t  day  o r  tw o .

And then  M r .  P e r  cam e  in  fo r  a n o th e r  c o m b -o u t  w hile  

M r s .  Bu rg  w atch ed  and l e a r n e d .

I  to ld  Lyndon th a t  I hoped he could m a k e  i t  by  the  W o m e n s '

National. D e m o c ra t ic  Club R ec ep tio n  in  honor  of us b o th .  I w as 

ex p e c te d  fo r  s u r e ,  bu t  he s a id  he would com e if  h is  w o rk  p e r m i t te d  

a t  the  l a s t  m in u te .

And so  b eg an  two of the m o s t  h i la r io u s  h o u rs  I have  sp en t  h e r e .

I t  s t a r t e d  in  o r d e r ly  enough fash io n  - -  g ra c io u s  and  w a rm  an d  l e i s u r e l y .  

P a u la  L o c k h a r t ,  the P r e s id e n t  of the Club, m e t  m e  a t  th e  d o o r .  And 

I took  m y  p la c e  in  l in e  w ith  h e r  w ith  F is h b a i t  M il le r  doing the 

in t ro d u c in g .  And how a t  ju s t  r ig h t  th a t  w as. And so m e  of the old 

p ro s  l ik e  C a ry  D avis handling  the  d o o r .  And fo r  a lm o s t  a n  h o u r  we 

shook  hands w ith  about 800 g u e s t s .  T h e re  w e re  V IP s ,  the  Chief 

J u s t i c e  and M r s .  W a r r e n ,  Joe  and T rudye  F o w le r ,  C .R .  S m ith  - -  

f i r s t  and  one of the m o s t  fa ith fu l of the C abine t - -  M arn y  C lif fo rd ,  

O rv il le  and Ja n e  F r e e m a n .  And then  m u ch  of m y  p a s t  f iled  in  f ro n t
/'I''*! ■

of m e .  G ra c e  T u l ley , M r s .  F r a n c i s  Bif f l e ,  M iss  A lla  C la r e y  w ith
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w o rd  about the S p e a k e r 's  s i s t e r  and the L ib r a r y  a t  B o n h a m .  G lade  

B iffl e . To i B a tc h e ld e r  who had r e t i r e d  f ro m  the W hite H ouse a  y e a r  

o r  two ago a f te r  a  l i fe t im e  t h e r e .  E v ie  R o b e r t s ,  g ra v e ly  i l l  I  a m  

to ld  and w e a r in g  a  pan ts  su it  w ith  w hat I thought w as  a  s h e e r  s p i r i t  

of b r av a d o .  And M r s .  S e lm a  B u r to n ,  f r a i l  and v e r y  w h ite ,  s t i l l  

w ith  two e a r r in g s  ja u n t i ly  on one e a r .  And then  B e ss  P o r t e r  P a r m e n te r  

w ith  h e r  h u sb an d ,  looking as  young and h a p p ie r  than  sh e  had  15 y e a r s  

a g o .  We g re e te d  each  o th e r  w ith  a  hug, and she  s a id ,  "W hen you  leav e  

I w o n ' t  have any  r e a s o n  to com e b a c k  to W ash in g to n ."

E v e r y  few m in u te s  the p r e s s  l in e d  up tak ing  p ic tu re s  c o n s ta n t ly ,  

would le a n  o v er  and a sk ed  m e ,  "Is the  P r e s id e n t  c o m in g ?  W hen is  

he c o m in g ? "  And I would s a y ,  " I  d o n 't  know . I am  a f r a id  he c a n ' t  

m ak e  i t . "

Suddenly  th e r e  w as  a  f l u r r y  of n o ise  and ev e ry b o d y  ru s h e d  to  the  

d o o r  and  so m eb o d y  sa id  i t ' s  the P r e s i d e n t .  N o, i t  w as  H u b e r t .  A nd 

he c a m e  in  so  tanned  and jau n ty  w ith  h is  s id e b u rn s  g row ing  a  l i t t l e  

lo n g e r  and a  de ligh tfu l  s t r ip e d  s h i r t .  And M u rie l  looking  lo v e ly .

And e x c i ted  g a th e re d  a ro u n d  h im  a s  he m ade  h is  w ay  a c r o s s  the 

f l o o r .

I n o ticed  sa d ly  th a t  m o s t  of us looked  o ld .  But th e r e  w e re  young

ones to o .  The a d o ra b le  b r ig h t  Donna H u m p h rey  and c a p a b le ,  s h a r p  

Toni P e a b o d y .  And th en  a  S e c re t  S e rv ic e  m a n  le a n e d  o v er  and s a i d ,
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"T h e  P r e s i d e n t  i s  on h is  w a y ."  And a lm o s t  then  he w a lked  in  the 

door And w h a t happened  nex t I do no t b e l iev e  could have  b een  

p re v e n te d  - -  m y  fo re th o u g h t  p lanning  fo r  m a g ic  - -  i t  w as 

p a n d e m o n iu m . Paula  L o c k e r  and I m ad e  a  d a sh  to m e e t  h im .

The c ro w d  s u rg e d  a ro u n d  h im , and f ro m  th en  on it  w as  l ike  a  

foo tba ll  g am e  as  we flow ed, p u sh ed ,  su rg e d  o u r  w a y  th ro u g h  the
' I

e n t r a n c e  h a l l ,  the  f ro n t  p a r l o r ,  the re c e iv in g  line  ro o m  and on 

th ro u g h  the  l a r g e  add ition  w h e re  t h e r e  w e re  I h e a rd  lo v e ly  ta b le s  

of buffe t s p r e a d  out, w ith  hands r e a c h in g  up to  h im  f ro m  r ig h t ,  le f t  

and  f ro n t  and b e h in d . And people  c lin g in g , c lu tch in g ,  c a l l in g .  It 

w as  w ild ,  i t  w as  fu n . I got le f t  w ay  b e h in d .  D id n 't  m in d .  F in a l ly  

sq u e e z e d  m y  w ay  th ro u g h  and we a r r i v e d  a t  the  f ro n t  d o o r ,  e m e rg in g  

in  d ign ified  enough m a n n e r  w ith  P a ul a  L o c k e r  - -  I  leav in g  m y  co a t  

b eh in d ,  s low ed  o u r  p a c e  fo r  f in a l  p i c tu r e s ,  thanked  P a u la  fo r  the 

■ w a r m th  and f r ie n d l in e s s  of th is  goodbye r e c e p t io n .  And then  c o l la p se d  

in  the  c a r  - -  I  in  a  n e a r  s ta te  of h y s te r i c a l  l a u g h te r ,  and  no t a t  an ybody . 

J u s t  a t  p e o p le .

Lyndon s a id ,  "W hy d o n 't  you c a l l  up the  V ice  P r e s id e n t  and 

M u r ie l  and s e e  if  they  a r e  doing an y th in g . If no t a s k  th em  to com e 

o v e r  and e a t  d in n e r  w ith  u s . "  So as  soon as  we r e a c h e d  the 

W hite H ouse I d id  and found th em  and happ ily  a  l i t t le  p a s t  8:00

• I.
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th e y  a r r i v e d .  I l i t  the f i r e  in the  Yellow R oom , and we had about 

20 m in u te s  b e fo re  Lyndon jo ined  us . T hey  looked  m a rv e lo u s  . T h is  

is  w hat I  have w an ted  and hoped fo r  e v e r  s in ce  the  6th of N o v e m b e r  - -  

j u s t  the fou r  of us to g e th e r .  I  p r o m is e d  th em  we would give th e m  

d in n e r  and send  them  hom e e a r l y .  I t  d id n 't  w o rk  out l ik e  th a t .

It w as  a  l i t t l e  p a s t  m id n ig h t w hen th ey  l e f t .

B e fo re  Lyndon c a m e ,  H u b er t  s a id  so m eth in g  th a t  w as  so  e x a c t ly  

l ik e  w hat I  o ften  th in k .  He s a id ,  "You know, w o rk in g  as  h a rd  as  

w e 'v e  done k eep s  us f ro m  ru s t in g  - -  you and us and a l l  of u s . "  He 

s a id ,  " I  kep t on looking a t  m y  sc h o o lm a te s  and the  fo lks  I  had  grow n 

up w ith  and I k ep t  on im ag in in g  th a t  I  looked  youn g er  and I  th in k  I  fe l t  

youn g er . And i t  is  good fo r  us. We w o rk  h a rd  bu t i t  s h a rp e n s  u s . "

And M u r ie l  ad d ed , " It  ch a l le n g e s  us e v e r y  d a y ."

And how s u p e rb ly  she has  l iv e d  up to th e se  c h a l le n g e s .  She is  so  

n a tu r a l  and candid  - -  a  fu ll p e r s o n a l i ty ,  and a  w a rm  one, and  m o re  

s ty l i s h  and p r e t ty  than  she  w as  a  few y e a r s  ag o .

And th en  Lyndon c a m e  and i t  w as  a  good, good evening  in  f ro n t  

of the  f i r e  and g ro u p ed  a t  one end of the  tab le  in  the  fa m ily  dining 

r o o m .

He spoke of S en a to r  F u lb r ig h t  having co m e in  th a t  m o rn in g .  And 

he s a id ,  " I  w il l  have to a d m it ,  he w as d e c e n t ,  c o n s id e ra te  and
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c o m p a s s io n a te .  He s a id  we ought to  get w ith  the  Sovie ts  and  lay- 

down o u r  p a p e r s . "  They  w e re  ta lk ing  about a  p o s s ib le  r a t i f i c a t io n  

o f the  T r e a ty  I b e l iev e  .

So m u ch  s t i l l  hangs f i r e .  T h e re  is  so  m u c h  th a t  i s  alm o s t  

done and p e rh a p s  i r r e t r i e v a b l y  beyond our r e a c h .  I fe e l  a  l i t t l e  

b i t  l ik e  M o ses .

Lyndon s a id ,  "T he  f i r s t  l e t t e r  I  w ro te  w as to  K h ru sh ch ev  - -  

fo u r  p a g e s " .

T h e re  w as  a  g r e a t  d e a l  of t a lk  about fo re ig n  a f fa i r s  and  how 

o r  w h e th e r  we could w o rk  to w a rd  so m e  b e t t e r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  w ith  

the  R u s s ia n s  in  the b r i e f  re m a in in g  w eek s  of th is  A d m in is t r a t io n .  

And th e y  spoke of N ixon and the n ex t  o n e . And H u b e r t  s a id  th a t  

he had b e e n  o f fe red  the appo in tm en t to  th e  U .N .  Of c o u r s e  he  had  

r e f u s e d .  And I b e l iev e  i t  w as  H u b er t  who s a id  th a t  H . H . M itc h e l l  

i s  the  m o s t  in f lu en tia l  m a n  in  the  N ixon e n to u ra g e ,  and he i s  a b le .

Then  th e y  ta lk e d  of the fu tu re  of the D e m o c ra t ic  P a r t y  and  

w h e th e r  O 'B r ie n  w il l  con tinue  a s  th e i r  C h a irm a n  o r  g e t  out a s  he 

had  s a id  he w o u ld . And who H u b er t  would p ic k .  Lyndon to ld  h im  

in a  qu ite  s t r a ig h t - f o r w a r d  m a n n e r  of how O 'B r ie n  had le f t  h im ,  

h is  C a b in e t ,  to  w o rk  fo r  Bobby K ennedy, and th a t  h e ,  H u b e r t ,  

could  e x p ec t  h im  to  do the s a m e  fo r  h im  in  the f u tu r e .  "Is  i t
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fo r  you to  do m o re  fo r  O 'B r ie n  than  I did? P u t  h im  in  th e  C ab in e t?

If he le f t  m e  w h a t do you th ink  he w il l  do fo r  you w hen the p r e s s u r e  

g e ts  enough fo r  h im  to go to w o rk  for T e d d y ? "

H u b e r t  is  t r u s t in g  and g e n t le ,  and  a v e r y  k ind ly  m a n .  He a g r e e d  

w ith  Lyndon, "B u t m y  fee ling  is  O 'B r ie n  w ill  s ta y  i f  he w an ts  t oo . "

We ta lk e d  of the  V irg in  I s lan d s  and W a v e r ly .  And H u b er t  com ing  

down to l e c tu r e  a t  the  U n iv e r s i ty .  And I en joyed  th em  both 

im m e n s e ly .  We had a good d in n e r .  And I w en t to  bed  s le e p i ly  

abou t 12:30.

r


