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A ll days  a r e  e a r ly  now . A fte r  b r e a k fa s t  w ith  Lyndon and 

re a d in g  the  p a p e r s  I w o rk ed  a t m y  d e s k  w ith  M a ri ly n ,  s topping  

to  c a l l  John  G onella  a t  hom e and co n g ra tu la te  h im  on the new 

b ab y  b o rn  l a s t  n ig h t .  A sh to n 's  fo u r th  bo y . We had so  hoped i t  

would be  a  g i r l .  And Ju a n ita  about the  L i b r a r y .  And G eorge  

R e e d y  about m y  d i a r y .  And M a ry  L a s k e r  who has  b e e n  i l l  w ith  

t h e  f lu .  And the in fin ite  d e ta i ls  of a  d in n e r ,  the s e a t in g  w ith  B e s s  

and  Sandy F o x 's office checking  on who has  b een  to  d in n e r ,  w h e n .

I am  t ry in g  v a lo ro u s ly  to m ak e  good u se  of th e se  l a s t  few golden 

nigh ts  a t  the  W hite House - -  the d in n e r  fo r  Kuwait on the  11th, 

the M ad ison  p o r t r a i t .  I  w an t to  r e m e m b e r  a l l  of our old f r ie n d s  

th a t  I  c a n .  A lm o s t  a lw ays the day  b e fo re  th e r e  is  so m eb o d y  who 

c o m e s  down w ith  the f lu  o r  m i s s e s  a  p la n e .  And sudden ly  you have 

so m e  v a c a n c ie s  a t  a  d in n e r .  And th e r e  a r e  c lo se  f r ie n d s  o r  s ta f f  

m e m b e r s  th a t  you can  in v i te ,  even  a t  the l a s t  m in u te ,  i f  you  have  

a t  y o u r  f in g e r  t ip s  a  l i s t  of th o se  th a t  you h a v e n 't  thought of r e c e n t ly  

o r  th a t  add the m o s t  z e s t  and sp ice  to  a  p a r ty .

It w as  a  b r ig h t  b eau tifu l  d ay , bu t b i t t e r  c o ld .  And t h e r e  i s  no 

c o lo r  on the W hite H ouse g rounds  ex cep t th a t  M a v e r ic k  c r a b  app le  

th a t  f laun ts  i t s  b r ig h t  r e d  b e r r i e s  w hen a l l  the o th e r  c r a b  a p p le s  in  

the row  a r e  d ra b  and w in te r y .  And then  the funny th ing - -  i t ' s  b r ig h t



\

p ink  in th e  S p r in g .  And a l l  of them  a r e  ju s t  v ag u e ly ,  d e l ic a te  

M a rie  L a u r e n c i n  p in k .

And then  a  l i t t l e  p a s t  11:00 in to  m y  new r e d  and off-w hite  

c o s tu m e  b y  M a rq u is .  And down w ith  Lyndon a t  11:30 fo r  our  

next to  l a s t  a r r i v a l  c e re m o n y .

As we w en t th ro u g h  the D ip lom atic  R ecep tio n  R o o m , I  w h is p e re d  

to  Lyndon, " I t ' s  c o ld .  P le a s e  pu t on your o v e r c o a t . "  He didn't.

And th en  w e  w e re  u n d er  the p o r t e - c o c h e r e ,  s topping  to r e c e iv e  

the h o n o rs  and out in to  the b r ig h t  ch i l ly  su n sh in e .  T hen  the  b ig  

b la c k  c a r  d ro v e  up , and T y le r  and B e s s  s tep p ed  ou t,  e s c o r t in g  the 

P r im e  M in is te r  of I r a n  and M rs . Hoveyda - -  a  c h a rm in g ,  s o f t -  

spoken  w o m an  who had g ra d u a te d  f ro m  UCLA, s l im ,  b r u n e t te ,  

g r a c io u s .  He w as o ld e r ,  h eavy  s e t ,  a  r e a d y  s m i le ,  b u sh y  eye  b r o w s .  

We w alked  the r e d  c a r p e t  to  the p la t fo rm ,  and the  b ug les  on the  

b a lco n y  pu lled  you r h e a r t  r ig h t  out of you, the f lags  snapped  

b r i s k l y  in  the  w ind, and the  big billow ing puffs of sm o k e  r o s e  

on the  M a ll .  And Lyndon m ak e  h is  w e lcom ing  a d d r e s s .  And I can  

a lw ays  t e l l  w hen i t  is  to  a  c o u n try  th a t  he fe e ls  a  c lo s e n e s s  to ,  a s  

ind eed  we do to  I ra n  fo r  th e i r  m a g n if ice n t  e f fo r t  fo r  th e i r  m o n a rc h ,  

fo r  the  e a s y ,  c o rd ia l  r e la t io n  one can  soon e s ta b l i s h  w ith  the in d iv id u a l  
\  ,

I r a n i a n s  w e h a v e  m e t .
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He was the only  m an  on the  p la tfo rm  I th ink  w ithout a  c o a t .  

Once T y le r  q u ie t ly  o ffe red  h is  o v e r c o a t .  He shook  h is  h e a d .  And 

then  v e r y  qu ick ly  we w e re  in s id e  in  the  D ip lom atic  R ec ep tio n  Room  

g re e t in g  the r e s t  of the p a r ty  f ro m  I r a n .  And w hen  Lyndon took  

the P r im e  M in is te r  aw ay , B ess  had Bob K nudsen  handy and she 

w as  going to  show M r s .  Hovey d a  th ro u g h  the W hite H ouse - -  le a v e  

i t  to B e s s  to h ave  thought of som eth in g  new in  h e r  b r ie f  te n u re  

w e a r in g  th is  o th e r  h a t  a s  the w ife of the Chief of P r o to c o l .  It 

s e e m s  th a t  she  has  h e a rd  f ro m  s e v e r a l  of the  la d ie s  th a t  the  

v i s i to r s  indeed  s e e  th is  g r e a t  house  only when i t  is  fu ll of peop le  

and th e y  a r e  giving a l l  of th e i r  a t ten t io n  to the g u e s t s . And if  th ey  

a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  in  h i s to r y  o r  in t e r io r  d e c o ra t io n  o r  p o r t r a i t s ,  l i t t l e  

do th e y  a b s o rb  of the hom e of the P r e s i d e n t .  So she w as going to 

g ive M r s .  Hoveyda a  r e a l  to u r  - -  u p s ta i r s  to o .  We had a q u ick  

p ic tu re  ta k e n .

And th en  I s a id  goodbye, and w en t up to the  Yellow Oval Room  

to have coffee w ith  D r .  and M r s .  O tis S i n g l e t a r y .

I have m ade  g r e a t  u se  of S ta te  D in n e rs  th e se  l a s t  few y e a r s .  

M a ri ly n  and I go o v e r  the l i s t ,  a lw ays f ra n t ic a l ly  and too l a t e ,  and 

d ec id e  on a  g ro u p  th a t  she  w ill  c a l l  and inv ite  to  w atch  the a r r i v a l  

c e r e m o n y  and have a s p e c ia l  to u r .  And so m e  I w il l  a s k  to  be  house  

g u e s t s .  And th e se  we u su a l ly  have a  night cap w ith  a f te r  the p a r t y .
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And s t i l l  o th e r s  tha t I a s k  to have coffee w ith  m e  a f te r  the a r r i v a l  

or p e r h a p s  com e fo r  t e a  in  the  a f te rn o o n  or the nex t day , w h a te v e r  

t h e i r  t im e  and m ine  p e r m i t s .

I  h ave  r a t h e r  s p e c ia l iz e d  on T exans  and people  co n n ec ted  w ith  

the L i b r a r y  o r  the  U n iv e rs i ty  o r  w r i t e r s  o r  ju s t  in te re s t in g  peo p le  

I w an t to know b e t t e r  o r  people  I 've  m e t  on m y  t r ip s . I t  i s  a  w ide 

and b r i l l i a n t  s p e c t ru m  as w e ll  a s  a  w a rm  and s e n t im e n ta l  o n e .

I t ' s  a  tool of th is  h ouse  th a t  I have u sed  w ith  g r e a t  p l e a s u r e .  A s 

I lo o k  b a c k  I only  w ish  I had done m o r e  and m o r e .  But I  c am e  

l a t e  to the  fu ll  u s e s  of th is  p la c e .

This  m o rn in g  I found m y s e l f  w ith  only the S i n g l e t a r y s in  

f ro n t  of the  c ra c k l in g  f i r e  in  the Yellow Oval R o o m . The o th e r  

couples  inv ited  had m is s e d  th e i r  p la n e ,  bu t would be h e re  in  t im e  fo r  

d in n e r .  T hey  w e re  a  v e r y  a t t r a c t iv e  co u p le .  He is  now the  n u m b e r  

two m a n  u n d e r  D r . R an so m  a t the  U n iv e rs i ty  of T e x a s .  We have  m e t  

in  a t  l e a s t  th re e  d i f f e r e n t  f i e l d s . Once on the p la tfo rm  in 1964 a t  a  

co llege  in  G re e n v i l le ,  N o r th  C a ro l in a  I b e liev e  it  w as  w h e re  he w as  

D ean o r  P r e s i d e n t ,  and I w as  on the "W histle  Stop" t r i p .  And then  

l a t e r  w hen he w as  w ith  Sarg  S h r iv e r  a s  head  of the Job C o r p s .  And 

on ly  r e c e n t ly  I found to m y  s u r p r i s e  and p le a s u re  - -  b e c a u se  I  th ink  

he is  a s t ro n g ,  young, ab le  m a n  - -  th a t  he w as a t the U n iv e r s i ty .



We ta lk e d  of s tu d en ts  on the c a m p u s .  He th inks  th ey  have  a  

p r e t t y  good m ix tu re  of c o m m u n ica t io n s  and u n d e rs tan d in g  on one 

s id e  and a s s u r e d  fo rc e  on the o th e r  in  dealing  with the  s tu d e n ts ,  

and th a t  we a r e  doing i t  r a t h e r  w e l l .  But he is  by  no m e a n s  

c o m p la c e n t .

W hile we ta lk ed  g r e a t  b la c k  clouds ro l le d  up beyond the 

W ashing ton  M o n u m en t.  And a  few v a g r a n t  f lak es  of snow f e l l .

We w e re  lu ck y  to  have had o u r  c e re m o n y  in b r i l l i a n t  s u n sh in e .  

f And how I hope th e r e  w il l  be a  r e a l  snow fa l l  s o m e t im e  b e fo re

 ̂ J a n u a r y  2 0 t h - -  m aybe  a  W hite C h r is tm a s  .

I s e n t  the  S i n g l e t a r y s  o n a to u r  c lo se  to 1:00, and  then  w en t  

in to  m y  ro o m ,  had lunch  on a  t r a y ,  ta lk ed  to  M u r ie l .  And w e m a d e  

p lan s  fo r  a l l  the H um phrey  g ra n d c h i ld re n  to  com e to the W hite House 

s o m e t im e  c lo se  to  the C h r is tm a s  h o l id a y s .  T h e re  is  so  m u c h  I 

h a v e n 't  thought o f.  I t  would be a  s a d n e s s  i f  th ey  w alked  ou t of h e r e  

w ithou t th o se  g ra n d c h i ld re n  knowing th is  h o u se ,  and th e i r  g r a n d p a r e n t s ' 

c lo s e n e s s  to  i t .

And then  f it t ings  w ith  L uc inda  and  H e len .  D ear  L uc inda  w i l l  be 

one of th o se  I ' l l  m i s s  m o s t  w hen I l e a v e . And I t alk e d  to  D r .  N ewland  

 ̂ and Jo e  F r a n tz  about the L ib r a r y ,  and L iz .  L es  i s  s t i l l  b le e d in g ,

a n d  she  looks  d ra w n .  And f e a r  n ibb les  a t  u s .  F o r  m e  i t  w as  a
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a  p ro d u c t iv e  a f te rn o o n .  I sp en t about five h o u rs  r e c o rd in g ,  w o rk in g  

a t  m y  d e s k  on the  C h r is tm a s  l i s t ,  s ign ing  innu m e ra b le  i t e m s ,  m ak ing  

n e c e s s a r y  c a l l s .

And th e n  a t  6:00 Tom  M ills  gave m e a  r u b .  But even  f la t  on 

m y  b a c k  on th a t  beau tifu l  canopied  b ed  i t  w as  s t i l l  p o s s ib le  to w o r k .  

This  t im e  studying  the g u e s t  l i s t  and th inking of the l i t t le  nugge ts  

of c o n v e r s a t io n  or q u e s tio n s  o r r e s p o n s e  tha t  I had fo r  e a c h  g u e s t  

th a t  would be  com ing  down the l i n e .  And re a d in g  the  b io g ra p h ie s  

of o u r  h o n o r  g u e s ts  the Hoveyd a s . And te lep h o n ed  the  house  

g u e s ts  - -  f o r m e r  G overnor. P a t  B row n and B e rn ie c e  to w e lc o m e  th e m ,  

And P a t s y  and M arsh a ll  S te v e s .

And then  a  l i t t l e  p a s t  7:00, in to  m y  new b lue  s a t in  b y  M ollie  

P a r n i s  w ith  the lo v e ly  w hite  b e a d e d  ja c k e t  - -  w h ich  is  a lm o s t  a  

u n ifo rm  - -  and B e rn ie c e  B urg  cam e  down and w atched  M r .  P e r  

give m e  an up h a i r  co m b in g .  T h is  i s  p ro v in g  a  v e r y  u se fu l  th in g , 

hav ing  M rs  . Bu r g  h e r e . She has le a r n e d  a lo t  I th in k .

I  had  a sk e d  h e r  to com e down fo r  the a f t e r - d in n e r  e n te r ta in m e n t ,  

and to ld  M a r i ly n  to  m ake  s u r e  th a t  one of the  a id es  o r  so m eb o d y  

h e lp ed  h e r  f e e l  a t  h o m e .

One of the th ings  th a t  k eeps  m e m o s t  on edge in  to d a y 's  lan g u a g e

 
i t  is  - -  I a lm o s t  "l o s e  m y  cool" - -  i n the 20 m inu te  o r  so  sp an  b e fo re  

and  a f te r  8:00 w hen  Lyndon is  w inding up his  l a s t  a p p o in tm en t in  th e
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office o r  s i t t in g  in  the b a r b e r ' s  c h a i r . And then  ru sh in g  m a d ly  

o v e r  h e r e .  And he can  d r e s s  f a s t e r  than  anybody . And C a ro l ,  

on h e r  l i t t l e  b la c k  bo x , is  in touch  w ith  B e s s  a t  B la i r  H o u s e . And 

■we a r e  handling  the lo g is t ic s  of the one b r ie f  b lo ck  r id e  f ro m  B la i r  

H ouse to the N o r th  P o r t i c o  w h e re  the P r e s id e n t  and his  wife and 

t h e  h o n o red  g u e s t  and his  wife a r e  sup p o sed  to m e e t  a t the  p r e c i s e  

g ra c io u s  m o m e n t .

I t  i s  one of the m a r v e l s  of the house  to  m e th a t  B e s s  and 

B a r b a r a  and  C a ro l ,  each  have a lw ays se e m e d  ca lm  and so f t - sp o k e n  

th ro u g h o u t .  T h e ir  hum an  e n g in ee r in g  is  s u p e rb .  But f ro m  the 

m o m e n t  w hen  we f in a lly  re n d e z v o u s  on th a t  N o r th  P o r t i c o  - -  the  

Jo h n so n s  and th e  g u es t  of honor - -  I  r e a l ly  beg in  to en joy  a  S ta te  

D in n e r .

T h is  t im e  we s tood on the  P o r t ic o  - -  the Hoveydas and the 

Jo h n so n s  - -  and  Lyndon po in ted  out the  fu ll  m oon  be tw een  the w hite  

p i l l a r s .  And I  th ink  w h e n e v e r  I  s e e  the m oon f ro m  now on I s h a l l  

th in k  of i t  in  t e r m s  of the  a s t ro n a u ts  .

And then  we w e re  in s id e  and up to  the Yellow R oom , ta k in g  the 

A n s a ry s  w ith  u s ,  w h e re  H ubert  and M u rie l  and Dean and V irg in ia  and  

t h e  Chief J u s t i c e  and M r s .  W a r re n  and our  A m b a s sa d o r  M ey er  w e re  

a l r e a d y  w aiting  fo r  u s . F o u r  o th e r  m e m b e r s  of the I ra n ia n  p a r ty  

c a m e  a lo n g . And i t  w as  then  p a r t i c u la r ly  th a t  I began  to  m is s  Lynda
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who would have so  loved  th is  p a r ty  as  w ell  as next w e e k ’s p a r t y .

They  a r e  h e r  two fa v o r i te  A m b a s s a d o r s .  She p lays  b r id g e  w ith  

th e m .  She fe e ls  th a t  th ey  a r e  h e r  f r i e n d s .  The A n s a ry s  had 

g iven  the b ab y  buggy . And I to ld  them  th a t  L uc inda  had a l r e a d y  

b een  o u td o o rs  on b r ig h t  days. And th a t  in the house  we u se  i t  to 

ro c k  h e r  to s le e p  in .

T hey  b ro u g h t  us s t i l l  a n o th e r  t r e a s u r e  to add to  the S hah 's  

a n c ie n t  b ro n z e  h o r s e  - -  a  b eau tifu l  be ige  c e r a m ic  bowl over  2 ,0 0 0  

y e a r s  old c o v e re d  w ith  P e r s i a n  c h a r a c t e r s  . I w onder w h a t i t  s ay s .

And th e y  s e e m  m o re  p le a s e d  over  our v e r y  m o d e s t  g ift of a  w alnu t 

p ipe s ta n d  d es ig n e d  by  Sandy and m ad e  in  the  W hite House c a r p e n t r y  

sh o p .  He is a  g r e a t  pipe s m o k e r ,  the  P r im e  M in i s t e r .  And the 

quite  u su a l  v e r m e i l  d e sk  s e t  w ith  the I ra n ia n  c r e s t  and the  P r e s i d e n t i a l  

S e a l .  And the  d e l ic a te  fem in in e  v e r m e i l  coffee s e t  for  M r s .  H oveyd a .  

And b e c a u s e  sh e  is  a  v e r y  know ledgeable  g a r d en e r ,  s p e c ia l iz in g  in 

o r c h id s ,  h e r  husband  w o re  a  y e l lo w -o ra n g e  one in  h is  l a p e l  each  

t im e  I saw  h im .  We gave h e r  a  th ic k  book on c u lt iv a ted  o rc h id s  w hich  

I to ld  h e r  she  h e r s e l f  could  have w r i t t e n .

As I looked  a t  the I ra n ia n  p a r ty  I  w as  im p r e s s e d  ag a in  w ith  how 

m a n y  good looking  w om en  th e y  h a v e .  M rs  . A l-G h o u sse in  is  a  b e a u ty .  

And how m an y  s m a r t  m e n . As I  had  r e a d  the  b i o s , one a f te r  a n o th e r



THE WHITE HOUSE
I

W A S H I N G T O N

T h u rs d a y ,  D e c e m b e r  5, 1968 P a g e  9

a f t e r  a n o th e r  had gone to the  London School of E c o n o m ic s . So 

o ften  i t  i s  th is  schoo l th a t  tu rn s  out the  fu tu re  l e a d e r s  of E a s t e r n  

c o u n t r i e s .  And I do not th ink  i t  is  m y  im a g in a t io n  th a t  m a k e s  m e 

s e e  in  Dean R u sk  an a lm o s t  im p ish  tw inkle  of the e y e ,  a  m o re  

r e a d y  s m i l e .  And even  V irg in ia ,  a s  Luci would s a y ,  " Is  beg inn ing  

to  d e f ro s t  a ro u n d  the  edges."

 To m e  i t  w as  a  g r e a t  p a r ty  f ro m  the w ord  g o .  A s tunn ing  g u e s t  

l i s t .  T h re e  o th e r  m e m b e r s  of the  C ab ine t - -  T ru d y e  and Jo e  F o w le r ,  

W ilbu r  and M r s .  Cohen and A lan  and F la v i l  B oyd . Two of m y  v e r y  

f a v o r i te  S e n a to r s .  And a l a s ,  n e i th e r  w ill  be h e re  the nex t y e a r  - -  

M ike and M ary El le n  and Tom and B e tty  K uchel,  bo th  looking v e r y  

h a n d s o m e .  And he a t  l e a s t  a  l i t t l e  s a d .

And am ong the  C o n g r e s s m en - -  J a c k  and C h ar lo t te  B ro o k s .

And though w e have them  often  a t  p e r s o n a l  p a r t i e s ,  i t  w as  j u s t  on 

check in g  (I' ve done a  lo t  of th a t  la te ly )  th a t  I saw  th a t  th ey  h a v e n 't  

b e e n  to a  S ta te  D inner  in  quite  a  long w h ile .

And f ro m  the  s ta f f  b u r  new m a r r i e d  co u p le ,  J im  and  O liv ia  Jo n e s  

and  she  one of the b e a u t ie s  of the  e v e n in g .  And a la s  L iz  only  on the  

s id e l in e s ,  doing h e r  job  and looking b e a t .  We had inv ited  h e r  and L es  

a s  g u e s ts  fo r  th is  a lm o s t  l a s t  t im e .

MEMORANDUM
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And D r . C h e s te r  Newland w hom  I m u s t  now b eg in  to th in k  of

a s  s ta f f .  We s e n t  a  g u e s t  l i s t  fo r  h im  to s tudy  ah ead  of t im e .

And a n o th e r  f ro m  the f ie ld  of l i b r a r i e s  - -  Dr .  J a m e s  R h o d e s ,  the

A r c h i v i s t  of the  United S ta tes  .

And o th e r s  f ro m  G o v ern m en t - -  Tony and Chub P eab o d y , she

h as  e m e r g e d  as  one of m y  h e ro in e s  of m y  c a m p a ig n .  And the

John  H e c h in g e rs  f ro m  the C ity  C ouncil .  And h a n d so m e ,  a ffab le

D ick H e lm s  of the CIA - -  m y  fa v o r i te  s ing le  m a n .  He to ld  m e  l a t e r

w hile  we w e r e  dancing  th a t  he w as going to be m a r r i e d  nex t w e e k !

T h e re  w e r e  f o r m e r  G o v e rn o rs  - -  T e r r y  S anford  of N o r th  C a ro l in a

and P a t  B row n of C a l i fo rn ia  - -  h e ' s o u r  house  g u e s t .  He h ad  w r i t t e n

Lyndon a n ice  s o r t  of f a re w e l l  and  a p p re c ia t io n  l e t t e r ,  m en tion ing

c a s u a l ly  th a t  he w ish ed  th a t  he and B e rn ie c e  could  be a t  one m o re

W hite House function  s in c e  i t  w as  p ro b a b ly  a  long t im e  b e fo re  the

m a n  who d e fe a te d  D ick  Nixon fo r  the  C a lifo rn ia  G o v e rn o rsh ip  would 

s e e  a g a in .  A nd  Lyndon in h is  ty p ic a l  fa sh io n  had s a id ,  "You inv ite  th e m  to th e  

nex t th ing  and a s k  th em  to be house  g u e s t s . "

And f o r m e r  C abinet m e m b e r ,  John C onnor, the  b e s t  d a n c e r  on 

the f lo o r  w ith  h is  p r e t ty  w ife M a ry .

And th a t  im p o sin g  v e te r a n  of G overn m en t s e r v i c e ,  Jo h n  J .  Mc C loy .
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And so m e  of m y  fa v o r i te  peop le  fo r  fun and w o rk  - -  B ro o k e

A s to r  in  an  a b so lu te ly  b r e a th - ta k in g  r e d  and gold b ro c a d e d  d r e s s  in
! ' ' 

o r ie n ta l  s t r i p e s , w e a r in g  e m e r a ld  n e c k la c e  and e a r r i n g s .  I  pu t h e r

at L yndon 's  t a b le ,  and he w as as  tak en  w ith  h e r  a s  I have long b e e n .

And Laura nce and M a ry  R o c k e f e l l e r .

And o th e r  d o n o rs  to m y  B eau tif ica tio n  p ro je c ts  - -  the DeW itt 

W a lla c e s  o f  R e a d e r ' s  D ig e s t .  He m u rm u r e d  som eth ing  to  m e  as  he 

w en t down the l in e  about we a r e  so  g lad  we a r e  going to  have the  

P r e s i d e n t ' s  a r t i c l e .  And E m m e t t  Hawk who has  ju s t  g iven the 

two foun ta ins  th a t  f r a m e  th e  W hite House f ro m  the E l l ip s e .  She had 

on m a g n if ic e n t  d ro p  e m e r a ld  e a r r in g s  su rro u n d e d  w ith  d iam o n d s  and 

a n e c k la c e  to  m a tc h .  It w as  a  n ight fo r  j e w e l s .
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And b e s id e s  the  Otis S i n g l e t a r y s , th e r e  w e re  Texans - -  B il l

G as tons  and the  W allace  Sco tts  - -  she  had done so m u ch  on pu tting
M a rs h a l  and

to g e th e r  M u r ie l 's  lu n ch eo n .  And MaaaxBdjjaa: P a t s y  S t e v e s . T h e y  w e r e  

h o u se  g u e s ts to o .

A s iz e a b le  con tingen t f ro m  the p r e s s .

Now th a t  we d raw  v e r y  c lo se  to  the end th e re  a r e  so  m a n y  o f  th e m  

I r e a l l y  w an t to  inc lude  once m o r e .  D rew  and Luvie P e a r so n  and the 

E ugene  P a t t e r s o n s ,  the new m anag ing  E d i to r  of the W ashing ton  P o s t -  

And the P h il ip  P o t t e r s  of the B a l t im o re  Sun. And M a r ie  Sa u e r  and 

Guin D obson . And Lyndon 's  f a v o r i te s  and m ine  - -  the J a c k  H o r n e r s .



c

c

M any coup les  had an e s p e c ia l  connec tion  w ith  I r a n  - -  the  

R a lp h  B e c k e r s ,  he is the C h a irm a n  of the I r a n - A m e r ic a  S o c ie ty .

And a l s o  a  donor to  m y  B e a u ti f ic a t io n .  And D r .  and M r s .  J a m e s  

H a ls te d  - -  s h e 's  A nna R o o s e v e l t .  T hey  had ju s t  r e tu rn e d  f ro m  

I r a n  doing so m e  r e s e a r c h  ed u ca t io n a l  w o rk  fo r  th em  in m e d ic in e .

And the  K e rm i t  R o o s e v e l t s . And David L i l i en tha l who m u s t  have  

had  as  m u ch  a  hand as  anyone in  changing the  d a i ly  l ife  of th e i r  

c o u n try  th ro u g h  the  T V A -like  w a te r  r e s o u r c e s  d e v e lo p m e n t.

The E a s t  Room  w as  do tted  w ith  f a m i l i a r  fa ces  f ro m  the  f ie ld  

of e n te r ta in m e n t  - -  R ebekah  Harkne s s  who would do our show ton ig h t,  

w e a r in g  d azz lin g  j e w e l r y .  Som e of h e r s  I r e m e m b e r  is  d es ig n e d  

b y  D a l i .  V e ry  blond Dinah S hore  - -  h e r  s m i le  a s  b r ig h t  a s  the  

d iam ond  p in  on the  a s c o t  t ie  of h e r  b la c k  and w hite  o u tf i t .  F a th e r  

H a r tk e  w hose  d r a m a  s tu d en ts  we have  enjoyed th ro u g h  th e se  y e a r s .

And old f r i e n d s ,  the Bob K in tn e rs  and the F r a n k  P a c e s .  And 

the  R uf Y oungb loods . He w as one Lyndon had s a id  to be s u r e  and 

p u t  on the  l i s t .  And A d e l e  S im pson  and h e r  h u sb an d .  And f ro m  

s p o r t s  th e r e  w as  Olympic Gold M edal w in n e r  W illiam  T u m m ie .

M r .  H o lle r  did h im s e l f  p ro u d  on th e  d in n e r  beginning  w ith  one 

of m y  f a v o r i te s  f i l le t  of so le  bonne femme[?]. This  I m u s t  r e m e m b e r  fo r  

h o m e .  And ending w ith  an  I r a n  g l a c e '  nam ed  a f te r  our g u e s ts  of

h o n o r ,  L e la .
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F o r  the  S inging S t r in g s ,  I t r i e d  to  send  s p e c ia l  m e s s a g e s  of 

g ra t i tu d e  to  e a c h  one be tw een  the so n g s ,  a w a re  a l l  evening  th a t  th is  

w as  a lm o s t  the  l a s t .

F o r  m e  i t  w as  a  v e r y  p le a s a n t  ev en in g . Both the  P r im e  M in is te r  

and the  A m b a s s a d o r  e x p e r t  in E n g l is h .  And th e re  w as m u c h  f o r  us a l l  

to ta lk  a b o u t .  The Shah and E m p r e s s  whom I a d m ire  so  m u c h .  And 

w ith  the A m b a s s a d o r ,  L ynda . And I  do not th in k  th e i r  f r ie n d s h ip  is  

s im p ly  one of p o s i t io n .  And I w as  so p le a s e d  to ge t to  t e l l  E m m et t  

Haw k  w hat je w e ls  on the face  of W ashington  th o se  founta ins  w il l  b e .  

And a w a re  a l l  the t im e  th a t  M a ry  El l e n  M onroney  and J e a n  K in tn e r  

a r e  th o se  two p r i c e l e s s  add it ions  to w a rd  a  d in n er  p a r ty  - -  g u e s ts  

who k eep  the  c o n v e r sa t io n  s p a rk l in g .

1 a s k e d  bo th  the P r im e  M in is te r  and the A m b a ssa d o r  to  s ig n  

m y  m e n u .

L yndon 's  to a s t  w as  r a t h e r  am u s in g  I th ough t.  Two th ings  a r e  

g u a r a n t e e d  to  m ak e  an  A m e r ic a n  fe e l  m o re  m o r ta l  than  a  v i s i t  f ro m  

a l e a d e r  of I r a n  - -  soon we w il l  c e le b r a te  our  200th a n n iv e r s a r y  - -  

l a s t  y e a r  I r a n  c e le b ra te d  i ts  2500th b i r th d a y .  And the  P r im e  M in is te r  

re sp o n d e d  w ith  an  in v ita t io n  fo r  us to  r e tu r n  to  I r a n  and thanks  to  m e 

fo r  b e ing  a  m e m b e r  of the com m ittee , to r a i s e  funds fo r  the  I r a n ia n  

v ic t im s  of the e a r th q u a k e .
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And th en  we w e re  in t h e  Red Room  having co f fe e .  And one 

of the  la te  g u e s ts  w e re  the Donald G ra h a m s  w ho is the g ra n d so n  of 

M r s . Eugene M ey er  whom she had to ld  us so m u ch  about on our  

la te  even ing  v i s i t  one Sunday.

R e b e k ah's e n te r ta in m e n t  fo r  us w as  h e r  youth g ro u p .  F i r s t  

a  n u m b e r  of sw im m in g  and sk iing  and te n n is .  V e ry  young and  f r e s h  

and a t t r a c t iv e .  And then  a  n u m b e r  ca l le d  " D e m e tr ia n i" . And h e re  

I s h iv e r e d  a  l i t t l e  b e c a u s e  the c o s tu m e s  in  the dance s e e m e d  so  

R u s s ia n .  A la s ,  the p i tfa l ls  of choosing  e n te r ta in m e n t ,  h e r e  a t  the 

W hite  H ouse!

And th en  a l l  to g e th e r  we did the p ic tu re s  on the  s ta g e ,  and out 

in to  the G re a t  H all fo r  c h a m p a g n e .

I  had  a sk e d  the P r im e  M in is te r  a t  d in n er  w hat t im e  i t  w as  fo r
r ■

h im  i n  h is  hom e c o u n try .  And he had r e p l ie d  so m eth in g  l ik e  about 

4 o r  5 in  the m o rn in g .  So I w as v e r y  s y m p a th e t ic .

W hen th ey  le f t  e a r ly ,  and a f te r  say in g  goodbye a t  th e  d o o r ,  I  

c i r c l e d  the  ro o m  to ta lk  and d a n c e .  And I no ticed  Lyndon s tan d in g  

q u ie t ly  a g a in s t  the w a l l ,  j u s t  su rv e y in g  the s c e n e .  I t  w as  an  oddly  

touching  m o m e n t  ex cep t  I knew i t  w as  a d ra f ty  s p o t .  And he h as  had 

th is  l in g e r in g  cold  fo r  w eeks  and w eek s  th a t  does not s e e m  to go a w a y .  

He w as  soon  s u r ro u n d e d  b y  b eau tifu l  young people  f ro m  t h e  bal l e t  w ith
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whom he ta lk ed  e a s i ly .  And tha t  p le a s e s  m e .

E v e ry o n e  n a tu r a l ly  flowed onto the  f lo o r  fo r  d a n c in g .  W ith 

w onderfu l d a n c e r s  l ik e  H u b er t  and John  Connor and D ick H e lm s ,  

i t  i s  e a s y  to  get s t a r t e d .

But I w en t u p s ta i r s  about 12 :30, w anting  to  have a  n igh t cap  

w ith  our  house  g u e s ts  - -  the P a t  B row ns and the  M a rs h a l l S t e v e s .

Lyndon follow ed a l i t t l e  l a t e r . I  ta lk ed  w ith  the  G o v e rn o r  about 

m y  t r i p  to  C a l i fo rn ia .  This  S tate  to  m e  is  the m o s t  b a f f l i n g ,  a d m i ra b le ,  

a g g r ava t in g ,  exc it ing  S ta te .  So I t r i e d  to convey  so m eth in g  of m y  

g ra t i tu d e  fo r  w hat he had  done in  h is  t im e  fo r  c o n s e rv a t io n .  And 

f ro m  m y  own w o n d e rfu l  t r i p  w h e re  he and B e rn ie c e  had b e e n  w ith  

m e  n e a r ly  e v e r y  s te p  of the w a y .

P a t s y  w as  bubbling  w ith  the  th ings we could  p lan  on doing w hen 

I  r e t u r n  to  T exas  . And it w as  n e a r ly  1:30 w hen  we w en t to  b e d .
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