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All days are early now .‘ After breakfast with 4Ly.ndon and’

readir;g the pa,pe_r‘s .I' ﬁo_rked at fny desk with Mariljn, ‘Stop'ping.
tb Call John Gonella at home and congratuiate him on the new

. baby born last. night. Ashton“'s foﬁrth'boy. ‘We had so‘hope;d it
would be é, girl.' And Juanita about the Library. And George
Réed_y about my diary. And Mary.Las‘ker who has been ill Qith

t he flu. And the infinite details of 'a; dinner; thé seating with Bess

and Sahdy f‘ox' office checking on w'ho has been fo dinnef, when;

I am trying ﬁralorously to make good use of these last few golden

J

P

- nights at the White House -- the dinner fof 'Kuvﬁ}ait on the 1lth,

. the Madis‘onl pdrfrait. ‘I want tb remembér' all of our old fri'en‘dvs

~that I can. Almost always the day before thére'is sorhebody who
comes down with the..ﬂu §r misses a plane. And éuddeniy you have
somé vacancies af a dinner; And there are close friends or staff
members that you cén invite, even at the last minute, if .yoq have
at your finger tips a; list of those that you ha\fen"t thought of reééntly
or that .add the moégl zést .and‘ 5pi_c‘eA'to a party..‘

It was a bright beautifﬂ day, but bitter cold. And there is no

colbr' 6h the White House grqunds exceptﬁ that Mavéric_k crab apple

-~

( that flaunts its bright red berries when all the other crab apples in

the row are drab and wintery. And then the funny thing -- it's bright

or
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pink in the Spring.. And all of them are just vaguely, delicate

Marie dmewse-sand pink.

And then a little past 11:00 into my new red and off-white

costume by Mé,rquis . And down with Lyndon at 11:30 for our

next to last arrival ceremony.

As we went through the Diplomatic Reception Room, I whispefed ‘
to 'Lyndon, "It's cold. Please put on your overcoat.' He didn't.

And then we. were under the porte-cochere, stopping to receive

" the honors and out into the bright chilly sunshine. Then the big

'bléck car drove up, and Tyler and Bess stepped out, escorting the

Prime Minister of Iran and Mrs .‘Hovesda’-- a charming; soft-

| spoken woman who had graduated from UCLA, slim, brunette,

gracious. He was older, heavy set, a ready smile, bushy eye brows.

Wev walked the red carpet to the .pl.a,tform, and the bugles on ti;e
b'a-lcon@.r pulled your heaft right out of you, fhe flags sng.fped
Briskly iﬁ thé wind, and the big biliowiné puffs of smoke rose

on the Mall. An_ci Lyndon make his.‘welco_mﬁing‘ addréss . And Ivcan

always tell when it is to a country that he feels a closeness to, as

- indeed we do to Iran for their magnificent effort for their monarch,

for the easy, cordial relation one can soon establish with the individual

St

e is we have met.
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He was the only man on the ‘pl‘at.forrn I think without av‘coat.
Once Tyler quietly offerc;d his o{rercoa'.t‘.' He shook his head. And. |
th;aﬁ very quicmy we Qere inside in the Diplomatié Réception Room
greéting the rest of th_é party fro..m Iran. And when Lyﬂdon'took
the Prirﬁe Minister away, Bess had Bob ‘Knudsa"n handy and She
was going t(; show Mrs. Hove‘{da‘ through the White HouSe ~- leave
it to Bess‘to have -though.t ofvsor.nething new in hef brief‘tenure\ |

wearing this other hat as the wife of the Chief of Protocol. It

‘seems that she has heard from several of the iadies tha,.t..the

visitors indeed see this great house only when it is full of people

and they are giving all of their attentidp to the guests. And if they

are interested in history or interior decoration or portraits, little

do they absorb of the home of the President. So she was going to
give Mrs . HoveYda a real tour -- upsté.irs too. We had a quiék
picture taken.

And then I said goodBye, and went up to the Yellow Oval Room

_f:o have coffee with Dr. and Mrs. Otis bm&.ry.

- I,h;ave made great use of State Dinners these last few years

: ‘Marilyn and I go over the list, always frantically and too late, and

decide on a group that she will call and invite to watch the arriva.i

ceremony and have a special tour. And some I will ask to be house

guests. And these we usually have a night cap 'with‘afte‘r the party.
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And still others théﬁ I ask to have coffeé‘ with me after the arrival
or pé;haps come for tea in the afternoon or the next day, whatever
their‘time and mine permits. |

I have rather specialized on Texans and peoplev connected with
the Library or the Uni\}ersity or writers or just intere#ting people

AI want fo know better or people I've met on my trips.. It is a wide '.
and brilliant speétrum as well as a warm and sentimental one.

It's a tool of this house that I have used vﬁth great plea'sﬁrg. As

I look back I only wish I had done more and more. But :I came

N I lat‘e to the full uses Of‘ this pléce; " . L -

This morning I fldund myself With only the%nm‘in
front of the cra.'ckling fire in the Yellow Ovél Room. The other;»

' ebuplnes- invited had missed the.ir pla.ne', But' would be here ‘in t‘J".m,e for
dinner. 'The&'{nere a very af‘:tr‘active- couple. He is Jnow the nun.:lbel:.r
two man .upder Dr. Ransom at the University of Texas. Wé have met"
in at léast three’ differen_f field.s-. Once on the platform J'.‘nl.l.964 at a
colle;ge .in Greeﬁville, North Carc;lina I believe it wﬁs wflgre I—le“was‘
Dean or President, and I was on the "Whistle Stop' trip. And then
latef when hé was with Sa1;g Shfiver as head éf the Job Corps. And"
only z;ecer':mtly I found to my éurpriée and pleaSure -- becaﬁse .I think

o

‘he is a strong, young, able man -- that he was at th‘e’Unive.rsity.
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We talked of stude'nt‘s‘ on the campu; . .He thinks théy have a
pretty good mixtu1:e of cdmmunications and undei‘standing on oﬁe
side and assured force on the other in dealing 'with the students, .
.andv that we are doing it r’athef well.’ Bu‘t; he is by no means
complacent.

Whilé we talked gréat black clouds rolied up béydnd the .
Washington’ Monument. And a few .vagrant ﬂa.l;es of snow fell.

Wé were lucky to have had our c‘eremony‘in brilli‘aﬁf sunshiﬁe .
And how I hope there will be a real snow fall sometime before
'Janua._ry 20th -~ maybe a White Chrisv'trr']as . . ‘

I sent tlie%n a tour close to 1:00, and then weﬁt
into my room, had‘lunch on a tray, té.lked to Mu.riel... And we mé.de
plans for all fhe Hurhphrey grandchildren to come to fhe ‘Wh.ite Housé
sometime close to the Cﬁristmas holidays. vThex;e is so much I-
h;avevh'f'th’ought of. It would be a sadness if th;ay WaIked out of hére
without those grandchildx‘len knc;wing this house, aﬁd fheir grandparents’
c}bseﬁes’s to it. | |

And then fittings with Lucinda and Helen, Dear Lucinda will be
one of those I'll miss most when I leave.;' And 1 talked to Dr. Neﬁand
and Joe Frantz Iabout the Libfary, 'a.nd L1z Lesvr‘is ‘still blee.ding,

a nd she looks drawn. And fear nibbles at us. For me it was a
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a productive afternoon. I spent about five hours recording, working

at my desk on the Christmas list, signing saumerable items, making

necessary calls,

And then at 6:00 Tom Mills gaire me a I'\;b. But even ﬂa.t on
my b#ck on.that Beaﬁtiful canopied bed it was still pqssible to work.
This time studying the gueét l‘ist and thinking of the little nuggets 'b
of‘conversation or questions or response that I had for eac;h guest

that would be coming down the line. And reading the biogra'phies‘

of our honor guests -- the Hove\idas . And telephoned the house

guésts -- former Governor.Pat Brown and Berniece t?) welcome them.
And Patsy and Marshal]Steves. |

Aﬁd ther; a little .past 7:00, into my ‘new blﬁe satin by Moilié
Parnis with the lovély«white beaded jacket -- which is almost .a. |
unifofm -- aﬁd Berniece B¥rg came down and wafched Mr. Per
give me an up hair combing; ~ This is proving a very useful thiﬁg,
having Mrs. Bérg here. She has learned a lot I think.

I.ha.d asked_he;' to come down for the aiter-dinnér entértainmen":,

and told Marilyn to make sure that one of the aides or éomebody

helped her feel at home.

One of the things that keeps me most on edge in today's languagé.
_ L _ " , : , :
it is -~ I almost“locpse my cool -- in the 20 minute or so span before

and after 8:00 when Lyndon is winding up his last appointment in the
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qffice or sitting in the b.arbex_"s chair. And then ru's‘hing madly
over here. And he can dfess fa.ste:.; than‘ anybody.. And Carol,
on her little black box, is in touch with Bess at Blair House. And
- we afe handling the Iogistics vofth.e one brief bl{oc’k ridg from Blair
,Housve to the Nortﬁ Portico where the Pfesident aﬁd his wife and
t hé honored guest and his wvife are supposed to meet at the precise
grac'ioﬁs moment.

- It is one of the _marvels‘ of the'house tb me that Be.ss and
Béibara and Caroi, each have aiwayé seem’e& calm and soft-spoken
throughout. Their hﬁman engineeriﬁg is superb. But from the

- moment when w§ ﬁna.lly-rien.dez_vous on tha;t No;th Portico. -- the
Johnsons and the éu_est of honor -- I reall‘y'beginlto enjo.y_ a Stqfe
Dinner. |

"This time we st;ood on the Portico -- the Hoveidas and the
J Q_hnsoné -- and Lyndon -pointe.d out the £1v111‘ moon between t.:he. white
pillars; “And I think whenever I see the-moori from now on I shall
think c}f it in terms of the .ast.r‘.onkaut‘s‘

And‘then we were insic'lé' and up to the Yellow Room, taking the
Ansarys with us, where Hubert ‘anvd Muriel and Dean and. viréinia and
t he vCi:u’.ef Justice and Mrs . .Warren and §ur Ambassador Meyer vhier'_e"
already waitiﬁg for us .. Four other.members of the Iranian party

came along. And it was then particularly that I bégan to miss Lynda

S O P R P, T
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" who would have so loved this party as well as next week's party.

They are her two favorite Ambassadors. She pla.yé bridge with
them . She feels that they are her friends. The Ansarys had

given. the baby buggy. And I told them that Lucinda had ali'ead'y

“been outdoors on bright days. And that in the house. we use it to

rock her to sleep in.

They brought us still another treasure to add to the Shah's

Aancient bronze horse -- a beautiful beigé ceramic bowl over 2,000

years old covered with Persian characters. I wonder what it says.
And they seem more pleased over our very modest gift of a walnut

pipe stand designed by Sandy and made in the White House cé,rpentry

shop. He is a great pipe smokef, the Prime Minister; And the’

quite usual vérmeil desk set with the Iranian crest and the Presidential

Seal. And the delicate feminine Vermeil coffee set for Mrs. Hovei&a..

~ And because she is a very knowledgeable gardner, specializing in

orchids, her husband wore a yellow-orange one in his lapel each

time I saw him. We gave her a thick book on cultivated orchids which
I told her she herself could have written.

As I looked at the Iranian party I was impressed again with how

many good looking women they have. Mrs. Al-Ghoussein is a beauty.

And how many smart men. As Ihad read the bios, one after another

e i g
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after aﬁother had goﬁe to the London Schbol of Ecoﬁomics . So
often'it is this school that turns out the future leaders"_of Eaétern
countrievs . Andv I do nét think it is my imaginétion that makes me
see in Dean 'Rﬁsk an almost.; impish hvinkle qf the eye, a more
ready smile. And even Virginia, 'la.s Luci would say, '"Jt's beginning
to defrost around the edges." | | |

. Té me it was a grgat_party from the .wofd Vg.o. A stﬁn_ning gue.st
list.l Tﬁree other memberé of the Cabinet -~ Tfudyé and Joé f‘owler, :
Wilbur and Mrs. Cohen and Alan and Flé.vil Boyd. Two of my very
favorite Senators. V.A.nd' alas, neither will be here the next year --
Mike a'nd'Ma.x\:!EIIen aﬁd Tom and Betty Kuc_hei, bofh lo§king very
handsome. And he at leaét a little sad;

And among the Coﬁgrésé_m'en -~ Jack and Charlotte Br.ooks .'
And though we have them often at personal pvarties , it ;Nas jﬁst on
checking Y(I've done é lot of tfxat late.ly) that I saw thatvt'hey ﬁaven'f
' Been fo a State Dinner in quite a long while. |

- And from the staff odur nexﬁ married coﬁplg, Jim and Olivia J’one's -
and ;ﬂe one éf the beauties of the e\}éning; And alas Liz only on tlhe"
sidelines, doing her job and 'lqokiﬁg beat. We hs.d invited her and Les

as guests for this almost last time.
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And Dr. Cfxester Newland whom I must now begin to think of |
as staff, We ‘sent a guest list for him to sﬁudy theaé of time.
And another from the field of libraries -._- Dr. James Rhodes.;nthe.
Archivst of the United States.

And others from Government -- Tony and Chub Peabody, she -

. has emerged as one of my heroines of my cafnpa.ign. And the

John Hechingers from the City Council. And handsome, affable

~ Dick Helms of the CIA -- my favorite single man. He tdld me later

 while we were dancing that he was going to be married next week!

There were férme_r Governors -~ Terry Sanford of North Carolina
and Pat Brown of California -- hé‘s our house guest. He had writtér;
Lyﬁdon a nice sort of farewell and a:ppreciat;ion letter, mentioning
casuéliy that he wished tha‘\..t he and .Bernieée could be at one mo_ré
White House function since it was probabiy a long time b_efore the
man vivho' defeated Dick Nixon for the Californi; Govefno‘rship would -
see agaiﬁ. And17i¥1ngi?5n typical fashio"nrhad said, "You invit;é rthe.m to ti1e E
next.fl;ing and é.sk them to be house guests."

And former Cabinet member, John Connor', the best danc.er.on

the floor with his pretty wife Mary.

- And that imposing veteran of Government service, John J. McCloy.
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And some of my favorite éeopl‘e for fun and work -- B:ooke
Astor in an absolutely bréath-.taki‘ng.red and gold Brocaded dress in
oriental striées', weax%iné eﬁ:erald necklace ané éarrings oI pﬁt her
at Lyr;dbn's table, and l:xe WE'\,SI as té.kén with her as I have long been.

And Laurqgcé and Mary Rockefel_leb‘r.

And other donors to my Beautification projects -- the DeWitt
Wallades of Reader"s'.Digest. He murmured something t§ me as he

- went down the line about we‘ are so gl.’:\d we are gomg to have the’
: u.,w :
President_‘s article. - And Emmett Hawk who has just gwen the
two 'fountair'xs that frame the White House from the Ellipse.. She had
oﬁ‘magnificént drop em‘verald earrings surrounded \.;vithbdiamonds and
a rlxeckia.ce to match. - It;. was a nig.htvyfor je‘welsv. |

And besides the Otism, there were Texafns. -}- Bill .

Gastons and the Wallace Scotts -- she had done so much on putting
S : Marshal and .
together Muriel's luncheon. And Mawmoedym Patsy St:eves - They were

‘house gueststoo.

A sizeable contingent from the press .

. Now that we draw very close to the end there are so many of them

I really want to include once more. Drew and Luv*f'Pearson and the
. Eugene Pattersons, the new mana.ging Editor of the Washington Post.
And the Philip Pottefs of the Baltimore Sun. And Marie S6Wér and

Guin Dobson. And Lyndon's favorites and mine -- the Jack Horners.

b ey e g e s e e e e e e e e i e e

et e+
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Many couples had an especial connection with Iran -- the

Ralph Beckers, he is the Chairman of the Iran-America Society.

And also a donor to my Beautification. And Dr. and Mrs. James'

a, _ :
Hgisted -- she's Anna Roosevelt. They had just returned from -

- Iran doing some research educational work for them in medicine.

And ;he Kermit Roosevelts. And David Lilzianthal who must have |
had as-fnuch a hénd é,s anyone in changing the daily life of their
country through the TVA-I;lke water ;;esourc_es "‘deveiopment.

The 'Easit Room wr;ts dotted with fafniliar faces from the field -
of ente‘rtaiﬂnment -- Rebekah Har.}ﬁéss who would do our show tonight.
wéaring dazzling jewelry. Some of hérs 1 re.member> is designed
l;y Dolh Vgry'r blond DinaH Shore - her'_smile a}svbright.as the - |
diamond pin on the ascot vtie of her blac.k and white .o'utfit. Father
Hartke whose dram;. stﬁdents we have enjoyéd through these yearé;

And old f_riends, .the Bob Kintners and the frank Paces. And
thé Ruf Youngbloocis . He was one Lyndon had said to be sure and
put on fhe list. And Adelfe Simpson and her husband. And from
sports there 'v_va:s Olympic Gold Médal winner‘Wil-liam Tummie. |

| Mr. H,g}ler- did inmself proud or.1 thé dinner beginning with.dne :
of my favorites -~ fillet of sole bunsim/. This I must remember fér
home. And endipg with an Ir@ ' named after our guests _of

honor, Lela .
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For the Singiﬁg Strings, I tried to send special messages of
gratitude to.each .one between the songs, aware all e‘vening that this
was almost the last.

For me it was a very pleasant evening. Both the Prime Minister

and the Ambassador expert in English. And there was much for us all

to talk "about. The Shah and Empress whbm I admire so much. And
with the Ambassador Lynda And I do not think the1r fr1endsh1p is

simply one of position. And I was so pleased to get to tell Eeamaatt

Ha-wk what Jewels on the face of Washlngton those fountalns will be.

And aware all the time that Mary Bllen Monroney and Jean Kintner
are those two priceless vad;lif:ions toward a dinner party -- guests
‘who keep the éon;fersation sﬁa_rklingi.

I asked both the Pfime Mirﬁster and the Ambassador to sign
my menu. |

.Liyndon's toast was rather é.musing I thought.. Two things -are '
g uaranteed to make an Amefican feel more mortal than a visit from

a leader of Iran: -~ soon we will celebrate our 200th a'nniversary -

last year Iran celebrated its 2500th birthdéy. “And the Prime Minister

responded with an invitation for us to return to Iran and thanks to me
for being a member of the committee to raise funds for the Iranian

victims of the earthquake.
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- And ‘thén we-‘were inthe Red R.'oorfx having coffee; And one
of thé late gueéts \;vere the Donald Grahé,ms whose grandsbn of
Mrg . Et;gehe .Meyer whomvshe' had told us so muéh about on our
late evening visitv:‘one Sudday. ‘
| Rebeka‘l‘,enterta'.in?nent for us was her yduth group. Fif;t

a number of swifnming and _skiirig énd tennis. Very you;xg and fresh
aﬁd attractivé . And then a number calléd "Demetx;iani'; . And here
i shivered a iittlé becauée the costumes in the daric; seemed so |
'Russvian. Alas, the pitfalls oféhboéing entertainment, here at the .
White .HouSe! |

And then‘ all together we did the pictur.e‘s_ on the stage, a;_nd out
into the Gréat Hall for champagne | '

I had asked the Prime Min_dstei' at d.i_n'ner'wha;t time it was for
“him a-:‘d his i’lome country. And he had replied somethiné like about
4 or 5in the mo_rning. Sol wés very sympathetic. |

When théy left early, 'aﬁc;l after saying good-bye.a.t the door, I .
circled the room to talk ar;d_ dé,ﬁée; And 1 not.iqed Lyndonis‘tanc‘lir.lg‘
quietly against ti;e wall; .just surveying thg scene. It was an oddly :
touching moment except I knew it was a drafty spot .‘ ;And. he.ﬁas had
this lingering cold for weeks a;1d weeks that does nc’>t.seen') to go a\&ay.

I-.Ie.wa;s soon surrounded by beautiful _young people from the ballet with
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‘whon‘]-he té,lked easily. And that pleases me. -

- Everyone naturally." ﬂowéd onto the fléér.for dancing . ‘Wit‘h
wonderful dancers .like.Hu.bert. and John Connor and Dick 'Helms, _
it is eaéy to get start.ed.. 4‘

But I went upstairs‘ about ’12:30,‘ wariting to have a nlight}cap
‘with éur house guests -;- the Pat Browns and the Marshal]Stéves‘.

' Lyndon followed a little later. I talked with the Go.ve4rno'r about .

my trip to California. - This State to me is the most baffling, admirable, '

' aggr@éting, excitihg State. So I tried to c-on\lrey‘s'omethi'ng of my
gratitude for what he had done in his time for conservation. And
from my own wondérful trip where he and Bérniece had been With:
me ﬁearly every-step.'of the way. | |

: Pa-tsy was bubbling with the things we could plan on doing When ‘

I return to Texas. And it was nearly 1:30 when we went to bed. .




