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My L y n d a 's  f i r s t  w edding a n n iv e r s a r y .  It w as  a  d ay  so  fu l l  

a t  the  W hite  H ouse tha t  I fe l t  l ik e  I w as  going th ro u g h  i t  on r o l l e r  

s k a t e s .  E ven ts  and g ro u p s  follow ed so f a s t  on each  o th e r 's  h e a ls  

th a t  you could  have  a lm o s t  m ad e  a  m u s ic a l  co m ed y  out of i t  i f  you 

had  had t im e  to la u g h .

A t one po in t a f te r  m y  g roup  of e n g in e e rs  had  le f t  a  l i t t l e  p a s t  

6:00 and b e fo re  the a s t ro n a u ts  cam e  a t  8:00, I cam e  upon the 

h o u s e k e e p e r ,  M a ry  K a ltm an , b u s i ly  applying the c a r p e t  s w e e p e r  

h e r s e l f  a t  the head  of the s t a i r s ,  tidy ing  up b e fo re  the  n ex t  e v e n t .

And b e s t  la id  p lans  c a m e  thudding down a ro u n d  m y  e a r s .

In the  m id d le  of the  a f te rn o o n  th e re  w as  a  v i s it  f ro m  B e s s  and 

J im  K etchum  w ith  d i s a s t e r  w r i t t e n  on th e i r  faces . And b e g a n  b e fo re  

boding "We have b een  pu tting  off te l l in g  you th is  and hoping w e w o u ld n 't  

have  to ,  b u t we fe e l  th a t  you mu s t  k n o w ."  S o  th a t  I f e l t  a t  l e a s t  the  

W ash ing ton  b y  G i lb e r t  Stu a r t  m u s t  have b een  s to le n  in  th e  n ig h t .

But n o ,  the  p ro b le m  w as  th a t  one of m y  long-sought a im s  w h ich  I 

now thought had b e e n  b ro u g h t  to  happy co n c lu s io n ,  th a t  is  the 

a c q u is i t io n  of the  M adison  p o r t r a i t ,  w hich  we w e re  going to  c e le b ra te  

w ith  a re c e p t io n  on T h u rs d a y  a f te rn o o n .  This a im  so  n e a r ly  ach iev ed  

had f lo u n d e re d .  It a p p e a re d  the  ow ner f ro m  whom  we had  bought i t  

w as  in  th e  th ro w s  of ge tting  a  d iv o rc e  and had tu rn e d  over  the  

p ro c e e d s  of th e  c h e c k  fo r  the  p o r t r a i t  to  the la d y  he w as  in  love
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• w ith  in  G e rm a n y .  And h is  w ife w as b r in g in g  s u i t ,  not fo r  the p ic tu re  

to  w h ich  she  did  not c la im  t i t le  - -  a t  l e a s t  they  so  a s s u r e d  m e  - -  bu t 

to  a  p o r t io n  of the p ro c e e d s . And so  if  we d id n 't  w ant the  W hite H ouse 

m ix e d  up in  a  m e s s y  f ro n t  page d iv o rc e  p ro c e e d in g s  we had b e s t  

q u ie t ly  keep  the  M adison  in  the  C u r a to r ' s office and le t  M r s .  Nixon 

hang i t  p ro b a b ly  nex t y e a r  so m e  t im e  when the  d iv o rc e  c a s e  w as 

s e t t l e d .

By the t im e  th ey  had f in ish ed  I w as  g r e a t ly  r e l ie v e d .  A p p a re n t ly  

the  h ouse  w ill  s t i l l  have the p o r t r a i t .  It is  ju s t  th a t  I w o n 't  ge t the 

c r e d i t .

I  thought i t  w as  d e a r  of th em  - -  of  J im  and v e r y  e s p e c ia l ly  of 

B e s s  - -  to c a r e  so  m u c h .  And as  i f  th is  w e r e n ' t  enough, so m e  t im e  

d u r in g  the  day  L iz  c a l le d  m e w ith  s to rm  s ig n a ls  in  h e r  v o ic e .  She 

had a s k e d  a  Ge r r y  Van de Huevel to t r y  to find out w hat c o lo r  M r s . N ix o n 's  

In a u g u ra l  d r e s s  would b e .  G er r y  had ju s t  no tif ied  h e r  i t  w ould be  r e d .

S o m e tim e  l a s t  w e e k  I had  f in al ly  m ade  the d e c is io n  on the  lo v e l i e s t  

S w a tc h  of r e d  w ool fo r  a  co a t  and d r e s s  e n sem b le  to be bough t th ro u g h  

I .  M a g n i n ' s .  T h is  m u s t  be c an ce led  of c o u r s e  and we m u s t  s t a r t  a l l

o v e r .  And q u ick .

The day  b eg an  e a r ly .  And th e r e  w as a  n ice  p ic tu re  of Lynda 

w alk ing  down a Hong Kong s t r e e t ,  bu t the d a te l in e  sa id  B angkok .
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So sh e  h ad  r e a c h e d  t h e r e .  But Chuck, not y e t .

B e s s  and C aro l  and M a ri ly n  and I m e t  in  the e a r l y  m o rn in g  

on th e  C h r i s tm a s  l i s t  w hich  had  p r o l i f e r a te d  f ro m  14 p ag es  to  35 

s o m e t im e  l a s t  w eek  and I had  c a l le d  an  SOS, and th e y  w e r e  m ak in g  

s u g g e s t io n s .  And I a sk ed  M a ri ly n  to  feed  i t  to m e 25 o r  50 a  d a y ,  

b e c a u s e  I w an t to  sav e  out C h r is tm a s  . I w an t C h r i s tm a s  i t s e l f  to  

be u n h u r r ie d  and d eep ly  fa v o re d  e v e r y  m o m en t of i t .

And th e n  a  s e r i e s  of c a l l s .  And then  f in a lly  a so lid  h o u r  w ith  

H a r r y  M c P h e rs o n ,  going o v er  the  l i s t  of o r a l  h i s to r y  n a m e s  w hich  

D r .  F r a n tz  had  p r e p a r e d .  I had  done the s a m e  thing w ith  G e o rg e  

R e e d y  on S a tu rd a y .  I look  to  B i l l  D eason  a s  m y  judge and a s s i s t a n t  

on Lyndon ' s e a r l y  days - -  th a t  i s  up th ro u g h  NYA. And G eo rg e  

th ro u g h  the  H ouse and the S e n a te .  And H a r r y  th ro u g h  th e  V ice 

P r e s id e n c y  and the P r e s id e n c y ,  a lthough of c o u r s e  th e r e  i s  m u ch  

o v e r la p p in g .

We had w eighed  and e v a lu a ted  and s c r a tc h e d  out m a n y  n a m e s ,  

put a  p r io r i t y  on s o m e . And I th ink  p ro d u c e d  a  m u ch  m o r e  r e a l i s t i c  

l i s t .

I  h a d  lu n c h  on a  t r a y  in  m y  r o o m  a lo n e . And th e n  th e  s a d  b u t  

a l m o s t  c o m ic a l  m e e t in g  w i th  B e s s  an d  J i m .  So m u c h  f o r  f iv e  y e a r s  

of s e a r c h i n g .
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And th en  in to  an  a f te rn o o n  d r e s s  and to the A rm y -N a v y  Club 

•where t h e r e  w as  a re c e p t io n  honoring  Jan e  F r e e m a n .

L iz  and M a rc ia  and  H elene ro d e  w ith  m e  - -  a  b r i e f  s t a y .  I s tood  

in  l in e  w ith  Jan e  and m e t  a  lo t  of c i ty  o ffic ia ls  and G ir l  Scouts  and 

g a rd e n  c lub  la d ie s  and c o n se rv a t io n  w o r k e r s .

She w as re c e iv in g  an honor f ro m  th e m , and I w an ted  to  be  th e r e  

to  add m y  w o rd s  of p r a i s e  and fondness  .

And then  qu ick ly  b a c k  to  the  W hite House w h e re  a t  5:00 in  the 

^  Yellow O val Room  I m e t  w ith  A lan  Boyd and 35 h ighw ay e n g i n e e r s .

T h ey  w e re  a l l  young m e n  who w e re  ju s t  com ple ting  an  18 -m o n th  

t ra in in g  p r o g ra m  in F e d e r a l  c o n s tru c t io n  p ro je c t  o f f ic e s .  And th ey  

w e r e  sch ed u led  to  go out and w o rk  in  d if fe re n t  s ta te s  w h e re  F e d e r al  

m o n e y  is  being  s p e n t ,  to  m ake  s u re  i t  i s  being  u sed  a c c o rd in g  to  the 

p h ilo so p h y  of the  T r a n s p o r ta t io n  D e p a r tm e n t ,  w hich  u n d e r  A lan  Boyd 

h a s  m e a n t  bu ild ing  ro a d s  w ith  so m e  r e g a r d  to e s t h e t i c s , to  the  s o c ia l  

p ro b le m s  of the peop le  th a t  i t  e f f e c ts .  And to  s t a r t  l a n d m a rk s  and 

p a r k  l a n d s . |

T h e re  w as  a n  am p le  t e a  t r a y  s e t  up and a lso  d r in k s  w e re  p a s s e d .  I

S haron  w as w ith  us of c o u r s e .  And a  good d ea l  of the  h ierar c h y  of the
I

B u re a u  of P u b lic  R o a d s ,  including  M r .  F r a n k  T u r n e r .  I  ta lk e d  and
(C- ' . i

th e y  ta lk ed  about how build ing  ro a d s  w as effecting the  fa c t  of our 

c o u n t ry .  S h aro n  and I had p lanned  th is  hopefu lly  as  a  s m a l l  s h o t - in -
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t h e - a r m  m aybe  - -  a  s o r t  of a  l a s t  p lan ting  of a  s e e d  on m y  p a r t  

fo r  b e a u t i f ic a t io n  in  y e a r s  to com e as  i t  would r e s t  in  the hands  of 

th e se  young m e n .

It w as  a  p le a s a n t  exchange .

F in a l ly  I s a id ,  "D oes anybody w an t to a s k  any  q u es tio n s?"

" Y e s , " s a id  one young m a n .  "A re  you going to  be s o r r y  to  le a v e  

h e r e ?"

I  la u g h e d .  It a lw ays ge ts  b a c k  w hat peop le  a r e  r e a l ly  i n t e r e s t ed in .  

" Y e s ,  how does i t  fee l  to  be F i r s t  L a d y .  W hat do you d o .  W ill 

you  be s o r r y  to  s e e  i t  e n d ."

It  i s  a  v e r y  p e r s o n a l  th in g .  How could i t  not b e .

A f te r  about an  hour I s a id  goodbye . And th is  t im e  I  l a id  down 

e x h a u s te d ,  ge tt ing  a  r u b ,  bu t w ork ing  a t  the s a m e  t im e  - -  inn u m e ra b le  

te lep h o n e  c a l ls  to  W alt Rostow  about F r id a y  in  M exico , to  C a ro l  

C a r ly le  about to n ig h t 's  s e a t in g  l i s t ,  L e o n a rd  M a rk s  about se t t in g  

u p  a n o th e r  m e e tin g  and the  agenda  fo r  the A u d io -V isu a l  C o m m i t t e e . 

And W ayne G r o v e r .  This had b een  th e  l a s t  s t r a w  today  - -  a  s h a t te r in g  

l e t t e r  f ro m  h im  say ing  th a t  he fe l t  i t  w as  t im e  he w en t  off the  p a y ro l l  

and w ould l ike  to  as  of D e c e m b e r  20th fo r  the  L ib r a r y .  I  to ld  h im  

quite  s im p ly  I  v e r y  m uch  hoped he would s ta y  on un ti l  a t  l e a s t  

F e b r u a r y  2 0 th . I could not u rg e  . I  could only  e x p re s s  the fee l in g  

th a t  i t  w ould be a  v e r y  m uch  b e t te r  handled  p r o je c t  i f  he did s t a y .
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And he a g r e e d .

I  have  found m y s e l f  -working a s  Lyndon so  o ften  does - -  w h ile  

he g e ts  a  ru b  o r ju s t  l i e s  in  b ed ,  re a d in g  e n u m e ra b le  r e p o r t s ,  m ak ing  

innu m e ra b le  phone c a l l s ,  doing two th ings  a t  once as  i t  w e r e .

And th en  a t  7:00 i t  w as t im e  fo r  M r .  P e r  to  give m e  an  up h a i r - d o ,  

and p u t  on m y  lo v e ly  c loth of T ha iland  d r e s s  and go in to  the  Yellow 

Oval  Room  to  g r e e t  our h o n o red  g u e s ts .

We had  a s k e d  to  co m e u p s ta i r s  J im  and P a t s y  W ebb and s ix  

of the  a s t r o n a u ts  - -  the C u n n in g h am s, E is e le s  and  S c h i r r a s . T h e se  

had  flow n the  Apollo 7 in O c to b e r .  And the A n d e r s , B o rm a n s  a nd 

L o v e l l s .  T h e se  m e n  would f ly  on the  Apollo 8 in  D e c e m b e r .  And 

of c o u r s e  J im  and P a t s y ' s  c h i ld re n ,  S a ra h ,  an  a t t r a c t iv e  young 

w o m an  of co lleg e  age I though t.  And J a m e s  W ebb, J r .  who i s  a t  

P r in c e to n .  And h is  b r o th e r  and  s i s t e r - i n - l a w ,  the  G o rh am  W e b b s .

At a l l  th e se  p a r t i e s  we t r y  v e r y much to  have th e  f a m il ie s  of th o se  

w e a r e  h o n o r in g .  I t  adds to  the  m ean ing  of the o c c a s io n  to  the  

h o n o re e  I th in k .

And as  a lw ays  w ith  u s ,  M u rie l  and H u b er t ,  who add im m e a s u r a b ly  

to  any  p a r t y .  And we had a sk e d  the  C h a r le s  L in d b erg h s  of w hom  I  m u s t  

a d m it  I s tood  in  m o re  awe th a n  anybody t h e r e .  But he s e e m e d  to  have  

a good t im e  and to  be qui te  e a s y .  I  no ticed  h im  s o r t  of ro ck in g
I

b a c k w a rd s  and fo rw a rd s  on h is  h e e l s ,  l i s te n in g  in te n t ly  to a  g ro u p



MEMORANDUM

THE W HITE HOUSE
W A S H I N O T O H

M onday, D e c e m b e r  9, 1968 P age  7

of the a s t r o n a u t s .  And I jo ined  th e m .  And we ta lk ed  of the  e a r t h  

r e s o u r c e s  s a te l l i t e  - -  the m o s t  exc iting  thing in  th e  whole p r o g ra m  

to  m e .

An e x t r a o r d in a r y  g ro u p  of young people  th e se  m e n .  And v e r s a t i l e .

It i n t e r e s t s  m e  the w ay  the  sp a c e  p r o g ra m  has u s e d  the A s tro n a u ts  

th e m s e lv e s  a s  a  s o r t  of P R  in s t r u m e n t  to ex p la in  the sp a c e  p r o g r a m  

to the  c o u n try  a t  a l l  s o r t s  of even ts  f ro m  a h a r v e s t  f e s t iv a l  in  Iowa 

to a  d in n e r  a t  the  W hite H o u se .  T h e re  is l ik e ly  to  be an  a s t r o n a u t  

as  a  s o r t  of an  A m b a s s a d o r  f ro m  the  sp ace  p r o g r a m .  And th e y  a r e  

e a s y ,  a r t i c u la t e ,  m a n y - fa c e te d  p e o p le ,  th o se  I 'v e  m e t .

A f te r  a  d r in k  and a  l i t t le  v is i t in g  and Lyndon 's  c i r c l in g  the  ro o m

sp eak in g  to  e v e ry o n e ,  L iz  g en tly  g a th e re d  us up and p ilo ted  u s  - -  th a t

is  Lyndon and I and J im  and the s ix  a s t ro n a u ts  and H u b ert  (I w as  the

only  w om an  in  the group) in to  the T r e a ty  R o o m . Tonight we w ould

have a  d i f f e re n t  p i c tu r e .  And then  r a t h e r  hanging b a c k  M r .  Lindbergh.

w as be ing  u s h e re d  in to  the r o o m .  I ' l l  b e t  i t  w as  L iz 's id e a .  W e had

s e t  the  s ta g e  e a r l i e r  in  the  d ay  - -  and an exc iting  one i t  w a s . P r e s i d e n t

G ra n t 's  ta b le  c ro s s w a y s  a t  the  end of the  ro o m  w ith  s ix  c h a i r s  fo r  the

a s t r o n a u ts . And on the ta b le s  s p re a d  open the two books th a t  a r e  the

Space T r e a t i e s  s ig n ed  du r in g  m y  h u sb a n d 's  te n u re  as  P r e s i d e n t .  The

one th a t  s a y s  th e r e  w il l  be no w a rh e a d s  on s a te l l i t e s  in  s p a c e . A n d th e

o th e r  th a t  s ay s  th a t  s ig n a to ry  na tions  w ill  a t te m p t  to  give a id  to  the 

a s t r o n a u ts  downed in  the  w rong  co u n try  o r  help  them  in  any  w a y  th e y  c a n .
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It ta k e s  a book of c o u rs e  in s te a d  of a page fo r  th e se  t r e a t i e s  fo r  

w ith  so m e  5 0 -odd s ig n a to ry  na tions  the  s a m e  t r e a t y  m u s t  a p p e a r  

in  n u m e ra b le  l a n g u a g e s , and th e r e  a r e  pages  of s ig n a tu r e s .

One t r e a ty  we had opened a t  a  page of the tex t  - -  the m o s t  im p o r ta n t  

p a g e .  The o th e r  t r e a t y  w h e re  the s ig n a tu re s  of D ean R u sk  and 

S ir  P a t r i c k  Dean and A nato ly  D obryn in  a p p e a re d .

I would l ik e  to have th e s e  t r e a t i e s  in  th is  T r e a ty  R o o m . They 

a r e  a  b i t  m o re  im p o r ta n t  than  those  of e x t ra d ic t io n  w ith  L u x e m b o u rg  

d a te d  1888. But how do you exh ib it  a  t r e a ty  th a t  is  indeed  a  b o o k .

Lyndon and I and J im  Webb and H ubert  l ined  up behind the  

a s t r o n a u t s  - -  Colonel L in d b erg h  s tand ing  a b i t  d iff iden tly  to the 

s id e .  And the a s t r o n a u ts  s igned  the docum en t w hich  began  in  

Sandy F o x 's e le g a n t  s c r i p t ,  "On the o c c a s io n  of a  d in n e r  g iven  b y  

P r e s id e n t  and M r s .  Jo h n so n  honoring  J a m e s  W ebb and the  A pollo 

a s t r o n a u t s " . And i t  w ill  be hung on th e  w a lls  of the  T r e a ty  R oom  to 

jo in  one w hich  Jacq u e lin e  Kennedy had put th e r e  on M ay 2 1 s t ,  '6 3 ,  

w hen P r e s id e n t  Kennedy had p re s e n te d  aw a rd s  to  the  a s t r o n a u t s ,  

and i t  is  s ig n ed  by G ordon C ooper and Scott C a rp e n te r  and S c h i r r a  

and S h ep ard  and Gus G r is s o m  and Donald S lay ton . And a  seco n d  one 

w hich  I had put th e r e  in  June  of ' 65 w hen the f i r s t  A m e r ic a n  a s t r o n a u t  

to w a lk  in  s p a c e ,  E d w ard  W hite , and  h is  fellow p ilo t ,  J a m e s  M cD iv it t
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r e c e iv e d  an  aw a rd  f ro m  Lyndon and b ro u g h t th e i r  f a m il ie s  to  spend  

the  night a t  the W hite H o u se .

And so  th is  p a p e r  w ill  add i ts  b i t  of lo re  to  th o se  who com e 

a f te r  us h e r e .

And then  we l ined  up behind  the co lo r  g u a rd  - -  Lyndon and P a t s y  

and J im  and I - -  and w en t down the  s t a i r s  and in to  the  E a s t  Room 

to r e c e iv e  our 140 g u e s ts  who w e re  p ro b a b ly  the m o s t  hom ogeneous  

g ro u p  e v e r  to a s s e m b le  in the  W hite  House - -  c e r ta in ly  in o u r  t im e  - -  

b e c a u s e  a l l  of th em  w e re  co n n ec ted  w ith  s p a c e .

T h e re  w e re  23 a s t ro n a u ts  and th e i r  w iv e s .  F o u r  of the  o r ig in a l  

a s t r o n a u ts  - -  the G ordon C o o p e rs ,  the W alt S c h i r r a s  and the  A lan  

S h e p a rd s  and  the Donald S la y to n s .  And the widow of one of the  f i r s t  

who had  d ied  - -  M r s .  V irg i l  G r i s s o m .  And th e re  w e r e  the  o th e r  two 

widow s of a s t ro n a u ts  - -  M r s . W ill iam  Canfield  who had b e e n  the wife 

of R o g er  Chafee and M r s . E d w ard  W hite who had sp e n t  the n ight h e r e  

a t  the  W hite House - -  th a t  f a n ta s t ic ,  unbe lievab le  n ight a f t e r  Lyndon 

had  d e c o ra te d  h im  fo r  being  a  p a r t  of the f i r s t  te a m  tha t  h ad  w alked  

in  s p a c e . And then  th ey  had le f t  in  the m idd le  of the night to  f ly  to  

P a r i s  to r e p r e s e n t  th is  c o u n try  in  an  av ia tio n  show . And th e r e  w as 

the o th e r  m e m b e r  of the team  who had w alked  in  sp ace  - -  the  J a m e s  

M cD iv itts  . And a n o th e r  im p o r ta n t  widow w hose husband had  been  

a m a jo r  a r c h i t e c t  of the  sp a c e  p r o g ra m  - -  M r s .  A lb e r t  T h o m as  of

{
'v.
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H o u s to n . It w as  Lyndon 's  though tfu lness  th a t  had added h e r  to  th is  

l i s t ,  and so  r ig h t  fo r  h e r  to be h e r e .  H er p r e s e n c e  added  to the 

fu l ln e s s  of the evening  fo r  m e .

And th e re  w as  a ll  the  NASA big b r a s s .  F ro m  W ash ing ton ,

T h o m as  P a in e ,  the ac ting  A d m in is t r a to r .  And D r .  Ed W elsh  w hom  

w e had known s in c e  our Senate  d a y s .  And f ro m  H u n tsv il le ,  th a t  

h a n d s o m e ,  a s s u r e d ,  W e rn h e r  von B ra u n ,  a cco m p an ied  by h is  lo v e ly  

w ife  and r a d i a nt young d au g h te r  who som ehow  and r a t h e r  a p p r o p r ia t e ly  

s l ip p ed  gen tly  in to  the back g ro u n d  in  h is  co lo rfu l  p r e s e n c e .

F r o m  H ouston , D r .  G i l ru th .  F r o m  Cape K ennedy - -  the  w hole 

h o s t  of th o se  who I m e t  down th e r e ,  and I g r e e te d  as  old f r ie n d s  - -  

e s p e c ia l ly  D r .  K u rt  D eb u s .  And a lso  the com m anding  G e n e ra l  of 

P a t r i c k  A ir  F o r c e  B a s e ,  the a t t r a c t iv e  David J o n e s .

Of g o v e rn m e n t  big b r a s s ,  t h e r e  w e re  few . J u s t  the  C la rk  C lif fo rd s  

of D e fe n se ,  the  M ike M onroneys  f ro m  the  S en a te ,  g r e a t  p e r s o n a l  

f r ie n d s  of J im  W ebbs as  w e ll  a s  a  b ig  f ig u re  in  the sp ace  p r o g r a m .

And f ro m  the H o u se , gen ia l  J im  F u lton  and the T ig e r  T e a g u e s .  He 

h as  t r i e d  to g e t  m e  to go to Cape Kennedy fo r  five y e a r s . He i s  a 

v e r y  c o m m it te d  sp ace  m a n .

And th e r e  w e re  s c ie n t i s t s  - -  J a m e s  Van A llen who had d i s c o v e re d  

the Van A llen  b e l t  out in  th e  s t a r s  , And F r e d e r i c k  S e i tz ,  the  P r e s i d e n t

of th e  N a t io n a l  A c a d e m y  of S c i e n c e s .
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And th e re  w e re  l e a d e r s  f ro m  in d u s t ry  w hose f i r m s  m ad e  the 

c r a f t  th a t  the s c ie n t i s t s  d es ig n e d  and the a s t ro n a u ts  flew  - -  J .  S .  

M cD onnell and Donald D oug las ,  J r .  f ro m  M cD onnell-D oug las  C o rp o ra t io n .  

And M cK enzie  of A e ro je t ,  and M o rro w  of C h r y s le r ,  and  Donald R a u th  

of M a r t in - M a r ie t t a ,  and John Atwood of N o rth  A m e r ic a n  R o c k w e l l .

And then  b e s id e s  C h a r le s  L in d b e rg h ,  th e r e  w e re  o th e r  l e g e n d a r y  

f ig u re s  f ro m  the f ie ld  of a v ia t io n  - -  J a c q u e l in e  Coch r an who is  o u r  

  good f r ie n d  a s  w e ll  a s  the ou tstand ing  w om an a v i a t r ix .  And M a jo r  

A le x a n d e r  de S e v e r sk y .

W hen the l a s t  g u e s t  had f i led  by , I to o k  J im  W ebb ' s a r m  and 

sk ipped  a  l i t t l e  a s  we w en t down the ha ll  w hich  m ig h t have b een  a n  

odd r e a c t io n  as  the  g r e a t  d o o rw ay  f r a m e d  the In a u g u ra l  s ta n d s  f o r  

the  N ixon A d m in is t r a t io n .  T hey  a r e  r i s in g  day  by  d a y .

We b eg an  w ith  o y s te r  b is q u e ,  and ended w ith  m o o n -s h o t  ju b i l e e .

And one of the  in te re s t in g  m o m e n ts  w as  w hen J im  W ebb to ld  m e  th a t  

the f i r s t  a s t r o n a u t  down the l in e ,  Colonel A ld r in ,  had  done h is  t h e s i s  

on the  m in im u m  am oun t of fuel i t  would take  to f ly  f ro m  e a r th  to  

rendezvous w ith  a  s a te l l i t e  in  o r b i t .  And y e a r s  l a t e r ,  he had b e e n  

the one who had  done i t .

The to a s t in g  p e r io d  w as p ro b a b ly  the m o s t  u n u su a l I  r e m e m b e r  

in  the  W hite H o u s e . Lyndon loved  the  su b je c t  and the m a n  he w a s
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to a s t in g .  And so  he w as  v e r y  good I though t.

And then  in  the end he gave the M edal of F r e e dom - -  the  N a t io n 's  

h ig h e s t  c iv i l ia n  honor - -  to J im  Webb who s e e m e d  a b so lu te ly  f lo o re d  

w ith  s u r p r i s e .  And Webb re sp o n d e d  by to a s t in g  Lyndon a s  o u r  g r e a t  

s p a c e -a g e  l e a d e r .

And th en  b e fo re  we could go out to  have our co ffee ,  Lyndon r o s e  

to  h is  fe e t  aga in  to te l l  h is  f a v o r i te  W inston  C h u rc h i l l  s to r y  and  to 

expand h is  to a s t  to inc lude  g u e s ts  who have b u i l t  the g ian t m a c h in e s . 

And then  A s tro n a u t  W alt S c h i r r a  go t up and to a s te d  e v e ry o n e  inc lud ing  

the  P r e s i d e n t .

We had coffee and l iq u e u rs  in  the p a r l o r s .  .And i t  w as  touch ing  

and v e r y  n ice  to  m e  to see  th a t  the  a s t ro n a u ts  and th e i r  w iv es  w e r e  

as  w ide  eyed in  the W hite House and  in the  P r e s i d e n t ' s co m p an y  a s  

a l l  of us a r e  in  looking  a t th e m .

And then  we w en t in  to s e e  B e s s ' cho ice  - -  a  r e t u r n  e n g ag em en t

h e r e  a t  the W hite H ouse J a cques  O ffenbach 's  "Voyage to the M o o n ".

And fo r  once I fe l t  qu ite  a t  e a s e  in  in tro d u c in g  i t .  And i t  tu rn e d  out

a  de ligh tfu l  cho ice  I th in k .  T h e re  i s  enough youth and s e n s e  of h u m o r

and  a c c e p ta n c e  of fa n ta sy  am ong th e se  unusua l people  to  b e  a m u se d

by  S a ra h  C aldw ell and h e r  B oston  O pera  C om pany doing th is  f a i r y

s to r y  about D r .  B la s to ff ,  the s c ie n t i s t ,  and the  r e s p e c t iv e  K ings of 

the  e a r t h  and the m o o n .

(
r
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We le d  H u b ert  and M u rie l  and J im  and P a t s y  up on the  s tag e  

fo r  p i c t u r e s .  And then  we w e re  out in  the h a l l ,  cham p ag n e  b e ing  

p a s s e d  and e v e ry b o d y  tak ing  to the  dance  f l o o r , the a s t r o n a u ts  

th e m s e lv e s  and  H u b er t  of c o u r s e  in  the v a n g u a rd .  It w as  one of 

the  d a n c in g e s t  n ights  a t  the  White H o u se .  I did not go up un ti l  1:00. 

Lyndon had gone a  l i t t le  e a r l i e r .  And I p ro b a b ly  w o u ld n 't  have gone 

th en  e x cep t  I thought I caugh t the W ebbs w ith  th a t  u n c e r ta in  lo o k  

on th e i r  face  of w ondering  w h e th e r  i t  w as  p r o p e r  to  take  o n e 's  

^ d e p a r tu r e  b e fo re  the F i r s t  L ady  had le f t  the f lo o r  - -  a  m o s t  r e m a r k a b l e

m a n  w ith  a l l  h is  e l a s t i c i ty  and a l l  h is  v e r s a t i l i t y ,  having  s e r v e d  in  

about fou r  c a p a c i t ie s  in  the  F e d e r a l  G o v e rn m e n t,  ea c h  v e r y  d em a n d in g  . 

And th is  l a s t  c e r t a in ly  a  p io n e e r in g  o n e . He s t i l l  h as  s o m e  of the o ld  

m a n n e r s ,  the old r u l e s ,  of the b e s t  of N o r th  C a ro l in a  l e f t  in  h im .

And so  I s a id  goodnight and w ent u p s ta i r s  and r e m e m b e r e d  the 

e x p r e s s io n  on h is  fa c e  when Lyndon had  g iven  h im  the M edal of H o n o r .

V
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