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My Lynda's first Qédding anniversary. I‘t'.wa..s a day so full
at the White House that I felt like I ﬁas going t;hrbugh it oh roiler
skates. ‘ Events and groups followed so‘fa..st on eﬁch other's heél’s
that you could have almost made a musical comedy éut of it if you
had had time to laugh. | |

Af one point after my group of engineers hadileft: a little past

6:00 and before the astronauts came at 84:00,> I cé,me upon the

' hous'ekeeper; Ma;ry Kaltman, busily applying the carpet sweeper

herself at the head of the stairs, tidying up before the next event.

And best laid plans came thﬁdding down around my ears.
In the middle of the afternoon there was a vist from Bess and

Jim Ketchum with disaster written on their faces. And Began before

“boding '"We have been putting off télling you this and hoping we wouidn‘t '

have to, but we feel that youmust know.'" So that I felt at least the

I . :
Washington by Gilbert Stewart must have been stolen in the night.

~ But no,the problem was that one of'my long'-sough: aims which I

now thought had been brought to happy conclusion, that is the

acquisition of the Madison portrait, which we were going to celebrate .

with a reception on Thursday aiternoon; This aim so nearly achieved
had floundered. It appeared the owner from whom we had bought it
was in the throws of getting a divorce and had turned over the

proceeds of the check for the portrait to the lady he was in love
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© with in Germ'a.riy,' And his wife was.bringin.g suit, not for the'pictﬁre
to foich she ciid-not'claim title -- at least they so assﬁred' me -- bl:;.t
toa portien of the proceede .i And so if we.didn'lt wva.‘nt.the White House
mixed up in a >me'ss.y front éage divo::.ce proeeedings \Qe had best
quietl?r keep the Madisoﬁ in the Curator's ofiice and let Mrsﬂ Nixon
haﬁg it probably next year some time when the divorce ea.se was
settled. |
By the time they had finiéhed I'was gzjeatiy reli'.eved‘. Apparentiy '
thei house'-wi'll“still have the poftrait7 It is j\ist that I.wori"t get the |
credit. |
I thought it ;vvafs dear ef them -- obeim and very eSpeeially of
"Bess ~- to c'are so n‘lueh, And a..é if this weren't efxough, eome tim’e
'during'the day Liz called mekwffith storrp signals in her voice. She
~had asked a\Qerry Van&yel 1;0 try to find out what e‘olor'Mrsf Nixon's
| Inaugural dress would be. Gjerry had just notified her it would be red.
Sometime last week I had finally made the decision on the ‘l.oveliest
5watch of red wool fof a coat and dress ensemble to be bought. threugh

V\ﬁﬁ—@ﬂmw

I. Ma..gn\haa ThlS must be canceled of course and we must start a11

over. And qulck.e

- The day began early. And there was a nice plcture of Lynda |

walking down a Hong Kong street but the dateline said Bangkok
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So -she had reached there. But Chuck, not yet.
Besls and Carol and Mafiiyﬁ and I i‘het_ inltﬁe é_arly morning -

- on t.he Cl';ristmas list wiaich had prolifer'ated. from 14 éa.ges to 35
sometime last week and I had qailed an -SQS, aﬁd they were méking :
suggestioﬁs . And I asked M‘arilyn.to feed it to me 25 or 50 a day,

: 7 SV '
because I want to savé out Christmas. I want Christmas itself to

“be unhﬁrﬁed and deeply flavbrv.adb évery moment of it.

And then a series of calls. Anci theﬁ fina.lly‘a solid houf with
Hai'fy McPhersoﬁ, going 'ove'r the li‘:St of 6rai history naﬁxes whiqh
- - Dr Fré.ntz had prépared. I had done the same thing with George
Reedy on Saturday. Ilook to Bill Deason as my jﬁdge and assistant

on Lyndon"s early days -- fhat is up throggh NYA; And _Ge;orgé
through the House and the Senate. And Harry tl'.n'ough the Vice
Presidency and the Presidency,: alth§ugh of course th_ere. is much
' overlappin.g. |

We had weighed and evaluated and scratched ou_t..many hames,
put a priority on sbme . And I think produced a'much'méore réaliétic
iist.

I had 'lunch on a tray in my room alone. And i:hen the sad bi;t _
almost comical mee;:ti'ng with Besé and Jim. So much for five yeé.rS'

o of searching.
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And then into an afternoon dress and to the Army-Navy Club
wher_e there wa$ a re?:eptior# honbring J_al.ir;é f‘reemavn.v .
1iz and Marcia and Helene rode v;zith me -- a brief stay. I stood
in 11ne with Jane and met a loﬁ_ of city 'officials‘ and Gi:;'l Scout:s and
garden club ladies ahd'cogs.ervation workérs .
She was receiving an honof from ‘them, and I Wanted to be there
to add my woras of praise énd fondness.
| And then quicicly bé.ck to thev White ‘House where at 5:00 ip.the'
Yeilow O\-ra.,l_ Room I met _witﬁ Alan Boyd aﬁd 35 highwair ;ngineers .
'I;hey were ail yoﬁng_ men who wel;';a just completing an lB-ﬁxonth
‘training prograni’: in Federal construction pfojégt offices. >A>nd £hey
wére séhe_ddled to go out and work iﬁ diffe;;enf states wlixerie f‘e;d'eral.-

money is being spent, to make sure it is being used according to the

philosophy of the Transportation Department, which under Alan Boyd

has meant building roads with some regard ‘to‘ esthetics, to the social
problems of the pevople. that it _effects . And to start landrﬁarks aﬁd |
: éark lands. | | | |
‘There wa.é an ample tea tray set up and also drinks were passed.
.S_haron Was with ﬁs of course.. And a good >dea1 of the hiarchy of the
Bur.eau' of Public Roads, including Mr; Frahk Turner.. Ita,lked and
the'y- talked about how »Buﬂding rbads was effecting the fac£ of our

country. Sharon and I had planned this hopefully as a small shot-in-
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the-arm maybe -- a sort of a last planting of a seed on my part

for beautiﬁcation_in’ yeafs t.ovcome as it would rest in the ha’nds‘ of
thesé young men.

It was a pieasant _e:)'cchange'.'

Finally I said, "Does anyﬁody_ want t.ovask any que.stions'?"b

”Yes,”‘vs'aid one young maﬁ. | 'fAre you going to be sorfy to leave
here Al

I laughéd. It alwaYs gets back what peopie are really interest in. |

""Yes, how does it feel to be First Lady:. What do you do. Will
you be sorrly to see it end." | | | o

It is a.very persoﬁal thing. How could it not be.

After about an hour I said goodbye. And this time I laid down
exhausted, getting a ruﬁ, B.ut_working .at} the same tifne' -~ enumerable
telep}:;one calls to Walt Rostow about Friday in Mexico, to Ca_,rql
Cérl&?le ab§ut tonight's seaf:ing liét, Leoné,rd Marks about setting

up another meeting and the agenda for the Audio-Visual Committee .

And Wayne Grover. This had been the last straw today -- a shattering

letter from him saying that he felt it was time he went off the payroll

" and would like to as of December 20th for the Library. I told h1m -

quite simply I very much hoped he would stay on until at least

February 20th. I could not urge. I could only éxpress the feeling

that it would be a very much better handled projec‘t if he did stay.. -
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And he agfeed .

| .I'hé.ve found myself working as Lyndon so off.en does -~ whil'e'
he gets a rub or ju;t lies in bed, rea.dJ;.ng enumerable reports, making
enufnérable phpng ca_.lls,‘ ”doing two things at once as it wev're.' |

And then at 7:00 it.wa;s time for Mr. Per to give me an up hair-do,

and put .on my lovely gloth of ."I‘hailand d:eés and go into the Yellow
Oval Room fo gfeef our honored gue'sts'. o | |

| YIIWe had é,sked to corpé upstairs Jim and P_at‘sy'Webb and si:;
of the astronauts -- the Cuqningﬁams, Eiseles and S.chirras; "i‘ﬁeﬁe.
h.ad'ﬂown the Apollo 7 in Octobe.rv. And the Anciers', Bormans and
Lovells. These men would fly on the Apolio 8 in Dec_e'mber; And |
of coﬁrvse Jim: and Patsy's‘ ciﬁldrén , Safé.h_, an attractive young
woman lof cblleg'e age I thought. And James' Webb , Jr-.. who is at
Prince;ton. And his brothér and sister-in-law; the Gorham Webﬁs; E

At all these parti‘evs we tfy very’m\ich to have the families of' thosg
we_aré ﬁon.o‘r'ing. It adds to the meaning of the occasion to. the |
hoﬁoree I fhink. N

"And as always with us, Muriel and Hubert, who add .imrﬁea.surably
to afxy party. And we had asked i:he Ch‘arles' Lihdbergﬁs of whom I must
admit'I stood in more awe >than 'anybody there .. But he sleemed.tvo have
a éood fime_ and to be quite e'asy.. 1 ridticed him sort of rocking
bé.ckwards é.nd foi:wards on his heeis-, listening intentlj to a groﬁp

ey P s

e e e e
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of the astronauts. And I joined them. And we talked of the earth

.resources satellite -- the most exciting thing in the whole program '

to me.

An extraordinary group of ybung people these men. And versatile .
It interests me the way the space program has used the Astronauts
themselves -as a sort of PR instrument to-explain the space program

to the country at all sorts of events from a harvest festival in Iowa

- to a dinner at the White House. There is likely to be an astronaut

as a sort of an Ambassador from the space program. And they are

easy, articulate, many-faceted people, those I've met. -

After a drink and a little visiting and“ Lyndon's circiing the room
speaking to _everyon.e‘,A Liz ‘gently‘ gathered’us u‘p and.piloted us -- fhat |
is Lyndon and I and Jifn and the six astron.a.\;.ts. and Hﬁbert (i was the
only woman inthe gfoup) into tHe Treaty Room. Tonight we would
ha\;-e a different picture. And then rathex; hanging back Mr. ]“..indbefgh

was being ushered into the room. I'll bet it was Liz' idea. We had

set the stage _eariier in the day -- and an exciting one it was. Président

- Grant's table crossways at the end of the room with six chairs for the

astronauts. And on the tables spread open the two books that are the

- Space Treaties signed during my husbé.nd-'s tenure as President.,: The

~one that says there will be no warheads on satellites in space. And the

other that says that signatory nations will attempt to give aid to the

astronauts downed in the wrong country or help them in any way they can.
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It takes a book of course instead of a page for these treaties for

- with some 50-o0dd signatory nations the same tréaty must appear

in numérable.languages, ‘and there are pages of signatures.

One tréaty _wé had .ope'ne”d ;t a page of the text -- the most important
page. The .other treaty where the signatures .of Déan Rusk and

'Sir‘ Patrick Dean and Anatoly Dobryﬁin appeared. E

I would like to have thes e: treaties in this "I_'rea,‘tyr Room. They

are a bit more important than those of extradiction with Luxembourg.

dated 1888. But how do you e.xhi.Bit a vtreaty_' that is indéed a book.
~ Lyndon and I and Jim Webb and Hubert 1ineé up behind the
astronauts .- ‘Colonel _Lindb‘ergh sta!ndiﬁg a bit difﬁdenfly to the-
side. And the astronaufs signed the doc@ment which‘beg_ari in
Sandy Foxi elegant script, '""On the occasion ofa dinnézf given by '
Presidént and Mrs. Joﬁﬁson honoring Ja.més Webb. aﬁd thé Apollol
astronauts'. And it will be hung on the walls of the Treaty Room to
join §ne \?vhich Jﬁcquéline Kennedy had put th.e;rel on May 21st, .'63,
when President Kenned‘yihad px;esented awards to the'astrona.vl‘).ts s

and it is signed by Gordon Cooper and Scott Carpentér and Schirra

. and Shepard and Gus Grissom and Donald Slayton . And a second one

wAhich' I had put there in June of '65 when the first American astronaut

to walk in space, 'Edwa.rd Whi’te, é.nd his fellow pilot, James McDivitt»
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receivled an award from Lyndon and broug‘ht their families to spend
the night at the White House. | |

A_pdl so this :paper will add its bit of 10re_ to thos_é who _c‘orr>1e
after us here.

And then we lined up behind the coqu guard -- Lyndon and Paf:sy
and Jim and I -- and went doWn fhe stairs; and iﬁto the East Roorﬁ

to receive our 140 guests who were probably the most homogeneous

group ever to assemble in the White House -- certainly in our time --

because all of them were connected with space.

There were 23 astronauts and their wives. Four of the original

- astronauts -- the Gordon Coopers, the Walt Schirras and thé Alan

Shepards and the Donald Slaytons. And the widow of one of the first

who had died‘ -- Mrs .. Virgil Grissom. And there were the other two

widows of astronauts -- Mrs; William Canfield who had Been the wife

"of Roger Chafee and Mrs. Edward White who had spent the night here .

at the White House -- that fantastic, unbelievable night after Lyhdon
had decorated him for being a."p_a,rt of the first team that had walked
in space. And then they had left in the middle of the night to fly to

Paris to represent this: éountry in an aviation show. And there was

the other member of the team who had walked in space -- the James

McDivitts. And another important widow whose husband had been

" a major architect of the space program -- Mrs. Albert Thomas of
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Houston. It was 'Lynaoh‘s thoughtfulness that had aaded her to this
]..ist,.and'so rigi'xt for her to be here . Her p;eéenc‘e added to thé
‘fullness of the évening for me. |

And there was all tfxe NASA big brass. kFrom Washinétcin,

Thomas ?aine, the acting Administrator. ‘And Df. Ed Welsh‘ w};om

we had known since our Senate days‘. And from Huﬁtsviile, that
‘handsome, assﬁ'réd., Wernher von B'ra,un, accofnééni‘éd by his Iiovely
‘wife and radient young daughtér who somehow ana rather appropriateiy
slipped geﬁtly,into th’e backgroﬁnci in his ‘colorf‘ul présencé .

From Houston, Dr; Gilrﬁth; Frothape Kennedy -- the whole
host of thoée wh§ I met down thére, ‘a.nd 1 gréeted as',old friehds --
egpecia;lly Dr. Kurt Debus; And also the éo_mmandirig Gene1:a1. of
_PatrickiAirv Force ‘Base, thg attractive David .'I_on‘esv. |

Of government big brass, there ‘were few. Just thé Cla‘-rk Cliffo'r‘ds
of lDefense; the Mik:é Monroneys from ‘fhe.Senate, greaf persdnal
friends of Jim Webbs as well as a big figure in the space ﬁrogram.
And frorﬁ th.e House, geﬁial Jim Fulton and the Tigér'Teagues_. He
.hé..s tried to gef. me to go t.o Cape Kennedy for five yeérs. He is a’
very‘committed spac.:e man., |
| 'An’d there were scientists -- Jémes VanAllen who had d_isc_ov.ered
the VanAllen belt c;ut'in the stars. And Fredefiék Seitz, t;he President

of the National Academy of Sciences.
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And there were leaders from industry whose firms made the

craft that the scientists designed and the astronauts flew --.J.S.

McDonnell and Donald Douglas, Jr . from McDonnel-Douglas Corporation. |

And McKenzie of Aerojet, and Morrow of‘Chrysler, and Donald Rauth
of‘ Martin-Marietta, and John Atwood of North Arherican Rockwell.
_ And then besides Charles Lindbergh, there were other legendary

figure'é from the field of aviation -- Jacqueline Cockron who is our

'gbod friend as well as the outstanding woman aviatrix. An.d‘Major

- Alexander de Seversky.

.Whén the last gﬁest had filed by, I took Jim Webi)'s arm and
skipped a little as we .went ddwn t.he hall which rhigﬁt have been an
odd.rea.ction as the great doorway framed the Inaugﬁra.l sténds for
the Nixon Administrafion. "T.héy are riSiné day by day. - |

We began with oyster bisque, a.nd ended with rﬁoon—shot jl.lbilee.r i
And one of the inferesting;'mpments was‘ when .Jirxi Webb told me that
the first astronaut down the line, COlOI;lel Al.dri'n, had &6ne his thesis

on the minimum amount of fuel it would take to fly from earth to

- rendezvous with a satellite in orbit. And years later, he had been

‘the one who had done it.

The toasting period was probably the most unusual I remember

in the White House. Lyndon loved the subject and the man he was
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toasting. And so he was very good I thought. -

And then in the end he gave the Medal of Freeom ~- the Nation's

“highest civilian honor -- to Jim Webb wh_é seemed absolutely floored

with surprise. And Webb responded by toasting Lyndon as our great

: space—age‘ leader.

'And then before we could go out to have our coffee, Ly.ndon rose
to his feet again-to tell‘. his favorite Winston Churchiil story and to
exf)and his toast to inciude guests Who havg built the gia.nf mac‘hiné‘s‘.
And then Astronaut Wal-t Schirra got up and toasted everyone linclu;ding
the President. |

‘We had coffee and liqueurs i_ri the parlors. . And it was touching ‘
and very nice to me to see that_ the é,sti;onauts and théir wives vwere.
as wide eyedl in the White» House ahd in the President's com?alny_’as

all of us are in looking at them.

"And then we went in to see Bess' choice -- a»return-engagemerit g

here at the White House Jocques Offenbachs' "Voyage to the Moon''.

And for once I felt quite at ease in introducing it. And it turned out

a delightful choice I think, There is enough youth and sense of humor

and acceptance of. fantaéy among these unusual people to be amused

by Sarah Caldwell and her Boston Opera Company doing this fairy
story about Dr. Blastoff, the scientist, and the fespéctiire Kings of

the earth and the moon.
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We led I\-Iubert and Muriel and Jim and'Patsy up on the stage
for pictures. An&_ then we were out in the hall, champagne being
passed and evérybody taking to the dance floor, the astronauts

themselves and Hubert of course in the vanguard. It was one of

‘the dancingest nights at the White House. I did not go up until 1:00.

Lyndon had gone a little earlier. And I prob_ab;ly wouldnv't have gone
then exéepf. I thought I caught the Webbs with thét un'certa.i.ﬁ look
on thgir face ‘of wondering whetﬁef it was pfope}: j:o take one's
deéa:tgre before the Fir‘s.f Lady had left the ﬂo.or ~~- a most remarkable
man with all his elasticity and all his versatility, having servedin
about four capacities ip the Federal vaefnment,_ eé.ch very demanding .
And this 1a§t certainly a pioneering one. Hé‘still has some of the-'old:
manners, thg old:rul_es,, of the i_:e.st of North Ca.rblina. le_ff in hinﬁ. o

. And so I séid_ goodnight and went ﬁpstairs.ar.ld ré_memberea the =

expression on his face when ‘Lyndon had given him the Medal of Honor.




