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W A S H I N O T O M

THE W HITE HOUSE

E v e n ts ,  e m o t io n s ,  d u t ie s  fo llow ed so  f a s t  on e a c h  o th e r s  h e a ls  

th a t  th e r e  w as no chance  fo r  r e a l  s a v o r in g ,  fo r  fu ll en jo y m e n t .

I w as  up e a r l y .  I had to le a v e  fo r  M r .  P e r ' s  by 8 :30 . I  had  

h e a r d  th a t  the c h i ld re n  of the  Nixon A d m in is t r a t io n  w e re  going to 

be b ro u g h t  th ro u g h  the  W hite H ouse on a to u r  b y  T r i c i a .  L i z  of 

c o u r s e ,  th e  e v e rg u a rd ia n ,  a l e r t e d  m e . I c a l le d  Luc i who is  no 

hand to  g e t  up e a r ly ,  p a r t i c u la r ly  a f te r  a  S ta te  D in n e r . But she  

r o s e  m ag n if ic e n tly  to the o c c a s io n .  And w hile  I w as  a t  M r .  P e r ' s 

u n d e r  the  d r y e r ,  she  w as s tand ing  p ro m p t ly  a t  the D ip lom atic  

e n t r a n c e  sa y in g ,  "W elcom e to  the W hite H ouse" to T r i c i a  and the 

33 o r  so  c h i ld re n  of th e  N ixon C ab ine t a p p o in te e s ,  e s c o r t e d  th e m  

th ro u g h  the  h ouse  w hile  J im  K etchum  gave d e ta i ls  of h i s to r y  and 

a r t .  She f i l le d  th em  in. on a l l  s o r t  of w a rm  fa m ily  happen ings  in  

e a c h  ro o m  to g e th e r  w ith  a  dose  of ph ilo sophy  - -  "It can  be  the  l o n e l i e s t  

p lace  in  the w o r ld  o r  the m o s t  r e w a rd in g .  It c a n  be as m u c h  as  you 

p u t  in to  i t . "  And m ean w h ile  f ro m  the o th e r  s ide  of the w o r ld  we got 

w o rd  th a t  Chuck had jo ined  Lynda in B angkok. They had a s  the  p a p e r s  

e x p r e s s e d  i t  gone in to  five days s e c lu s io n .

I  u sed  m y  t im e  u n d er  the d r y e r  to r e a d  the r e p o r t  of the  C o m m it te e  

fo r  the P r e s e r v a t i o n  of the W hite H ouse , co v er in g  the w hole  five y e a r s

o f  i ts  e x i s te n c e ,  to  go o v er  in  m y  m ind  the agenda  of the  m e e t in g  and 

the  m e m b e r s  th a t  would be p r e s e n t .  And a t  11:30 fee ling  c r i s p  and
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s m a r t  in  m y  b la c k  wool b y  M ollie  P a r n i s  w en t in to  the  Yellow Oval 

Room  to  g r e e t  fo r  the l a s t  t im e  the C o m m ittee  fo r  the P r e s e r v a t i o n  

of the  W hite H o u se .  M r .  H en ry  du P o n t .  And I c o n s id e r  i t  so m e th in g  

of a  t r iu m p h  th a t  in  th e se  y e a r s  I  b e l iev e  he has  com e to l ike  m e .

And A lice B row n who w as going to spend  the n ight w as  a l r e a d y  

s e t t l e d  in  the Q u e e n s ' R o o m . And eb u ll ien t  B il l  B enton  who had 

f low n in  a l l  the w ay  f ro m  P h oen ix  fo r  th is  m e e t in g .  And the  s ix  

who a r e  m e m b e r s  b e c a u se  of th e i r  jobs  - -  G eorge  H ar tzo g  and J im  

( K etchum  and  D illon  R ip ley  and John  W alk er  and B il l  W alton  and

J .  B .  W est and R ex  Scouten  as  E xecu tive  S e c r e t a r y .  A b sen t  w e re  

the o th e r  pub lic  m e m b e r s ;  M r s .  A r is to t le  O n ass is  and J im  F o s b u r g  

who has  p n eu m o n ia  and had  w r i t t e n  m e  a v e r y  sad  l e t t e r .  And Jan e  

E n g e lh a rd  w hose  ab se n c e  is  a  blow - -  we a l l  depend on h e r  v i t a l i ty .

But she  is  in  the h o sp ita l  and h a s  ju s t  had s u r g e r y .  And M r s .  M a r s h a l l  
< •

F ie ld  who had ju s t  te lep h o n ed  th is  m o rn in g  th a t  she  w as down w ith  the  

f lu .

The f i r e  w as  c ra c k l in g  and the ro o m  w as lo v e ly  and I  had a  s e n s e  

of w e l l -b e in g  and a c c o m p lish m e n t  as  I looked a ro u n d  the g ro u p  in  s p i te  

of the  l a s t - m in u te  blow on the  M adison  p o r t r a i t .

I  w e lc o m e d  a l l  the m e m b e r s  and r e p o r t in g  on the a b s e n t  o n e s .

' — And then  tu rn e d  i t  o v e r  to G eorge  H artzo g  who ta lk ed  abou t the ch an ges
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in v i s i t o r s '  s e r v i c e .  And M r .  W est who told about the  c lo s e ts  by 

H a m m acher Schlemm e r  and the new ru g  in  the S tate  Dining r o o m .

H ere  a  r ip p le  of ap p lau se  led  by  A lice  B ro w n . And in  the  fa m ily  

dining ro o m  w ith  a pa in ting  of the  M an sio n .

And then  John  W alker  took  over  and gave a  r e p o r t  on the 

W hite H ouse H is to r ic a l  A s so c ia t io n  w hich  had g iven  the H ouse 

$50 ,000  fo r  the  c a le n d a r  y e a r  '68 - -  m o s t  of i t  w e had  a p p lied  to w a rd  

the M ad iso n  - -  and we would have a n o th e r  $50 ,000  fo r  the  c a le n d a r  

y e a r  '6 9 .  This  in  sp i te  of the fa c t  th a t  v i s i to r s h ip  had  f a l le n  off in 

the W hite House b e c a u se  of the A p r i l  r i o t s .  I th ink  i t  h a s  gone dow n 

to  about a  m i l l io n ,  275 thousand  in s te a d  of the r e c o r d  m il l io n  n e a r l y  

800 th o u san d s .  And h e re  D illon  R ip ley  and John  W alker  and  J .  B .  W e s t  

a l l  jo in ed  in  c o m p a r iso n s  of f ig u re s  w ith  how o u r  v a r io u s  m o n u m e n ts  

had f a r e d  in  v i s i to r s h ip  following the A p r i l  r i o t s .  I t  has  b e e n  an 

a c r o s s - t h e - b o a r d  th in g .  P eo p le  had s im p ly  not com e to W ash ing ton  

in  d ro v e s . They  had  in  o th e r  s u m m e r s  ,  though a c tu a l ly  the  s u m m e r  

r e m a in e d  m o r e  p e a c e fu l  th a n  had b een  e x p e c te d .

And then  J im  K etchum  re p o r te d  on the ac q u is i t io n s  in  the  f ie ld  

of a r t .  The fo u r  G lackens  w e re  the m a in  th in g .  We had th r e e  of th em  

hung in  the  second f lo o r  h a l l .  The two m o s t  de ligh tfu l ones f lan k in g  

the  e n t r a n c e  to  L y n d a 's  and L u c i 's  r o o m .  And th ey  a r e  d e l ig h tfu l  th e r e ,  

I hope th ey  s ta y .  And the s t i l l  l ife  to the r ig h t  of the e n t r a n c e  to  th e
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Yellow R o o m . And the s m a l l e r  one in  the Q u een s ' Room  keep ing  

happy  c o m p an y  w ith  P e n d e g a s t  . T h ey  give a  co m p le te  new fe e l  to 

th a t  h a l l  - -  one of w a rm th  and hom e and p e o p le .  I  thought the 

C atl in s  w e re  sm a sh in g  d e c o ra t iv e ly  - -  such  a b ro a d  sw eep of th e m .  

But I n e v e r  r e a l l y  enjoyed them  .

And th en  he p a s s e d  a ro u n d  p ic tu r e s  of the two m a n te ls  by  

L a tro b e  th a t  have  b een  g iven  to the W hite House f ro m  B re n tw o o d .

T h ey  had gone in to  a  hou se  th a t  L a tro b e  had bu il t  in  1816 fo r  the  

th en  M ayor of W ash ing ton , a s  J im  e x p re s s e d  i t .  And L a tro b e  had  

ju s t  about the  s a m e  t im e  b een  w o rk in g  on the  W hite House a f t e r  i t  

w as  f i r e d  b y  t h e B r i t i s h .

The lo n g , long th re a d  of h i s to r y  k eep s  winding th ro u g h  th is  

h o u s e . I t ' s  w o n d erfu l  to  have t h e m . We ta lk ed  about w h e re  th e y  

shou ld  g o .  J im  and M r s . W est s a id  th e r e  w e re  two ro o m s  w h e re  the 

m a n te ls  had no p a r t i c ul a r  h i s to r ic  s ig n if ican ce  o r  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  b eau ty  

a n d  r e c o m m e n d e d  th em  - -  th a t  i s ,  m y  b ed ro o m  and w hat i s  now L u c i 's  

b e d ro o m .

M eanw hile , G eorge  p a s s e d  a ro u n d  cop ies  of the r e p o r t  to  the  

P r e s i d e n t  f ro m  the  C om m ittee  and a sk e d  ev e ry o n e  to  r e a d  i t  a s  soon 

as  th ey  could  and c a l l  b a c k  on an y  su g g es t io n s  o r  c h a n g e s .  And J im  

p a s s e d  out a  l i s t  of ac q u is i t io n s  f ro m  '64 to the end of '6 8 .  Of the 

r e c e n t  ones we had  on due w e re  two l i t t l e  m in ia tu re s  of P r e s i d e n t
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M cK in ley  and h is  w ife .  And y e t  a n o th e r  - -  an oil pa in ting  of 

G eo rg e  W ashing ton  in an  id y l l ic  co u n try  se t t in g  - -  a  v e r y  B r i t i s h  

lo o k .

I  thanked  th em  a ll  in fo rm a l ly  and w a rm ly  fo r  th e i r  w o rk  on 

the  C o m m it te e ,  and leav in g  a ch iev ed  th a t  s o r t  of fee ling  th a t  is  

p o s s ib le  only  w ith  peop le  who have w o rk ed  to g e th e r  on a  p r o je c t  

they  a l l  lo v e .  I s h a l l  m is s  th e se  peop le  to o , a s  w e ll  as  m y  

B e a u tif ic a t io n  C o m m it te e .  Of c o u rs e  th e r e  is  so m e  o v e r la p p in g .

B il l  B en ton  s a id  so m eth in g  I t r e a s u r e d .  He spoke of the  fa c t  

th a t  I had s e n t  h im  a p ic tu re  of m e s tand ing  b e s id e  the  R o b e r t  H e n r i  

th a t  he had g iven  to  the W hite H o u se .  He s a id ,  "You know a  p o l i t i c ia n 's  

w ife  shou ld  have a n  in f in ite  c a p a c i ty  fo r  d e ta i l .  You h a v e .  T h a t 's  th e  

m o s t  thoughtfu l thing fo r  you to  have  d o n e . My w ife and I w e re  so 

p le a s e d ." Of c o u r s e  I b e a m e d .  And then  he w en t on to  s a y  w hat 

h as  b e e n  o u r  big m is ta k e  as  a  C o m m ittee  - -  we have not p u b lic ized  

o ur s u c c e s s e s ,  o u r  a c q u is i t io n s  fo r  th is  h o u se ,  nor our g o a ls ,  a l l  

the p ic tu r e s  th a t  we w an ted ,  the John  S ingleton  Copley and  the  G eorge  

C aleb  B ingham  and  the  B en jam in  W e s t ,  the E a s tm a n  Jo h n so n .  And he  

i s  so  r ig h t .  I  c a m e  v e r y  la te  and t im o ro u s ly  to  the u se s  of p o w e r .

I r e a l l y  tu rn e d  a s id e  f ro m  i t ,  h a lf  knowing w hat could be done w ith  

the le v e r a g e  of the W hite H o u se , an  in v ita t io n  h e r e ,  a  h a n d -w r i t te n

I
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l e t t e r  t h e r e ,  a  s to r y  p lan ted  w ith  a c o lu m n is t  about how m u c h  the 

W h ite  H ouse w an ted  The John  S ingle ton  C opley , l e t  u s  s a y .  I t  w ould 

have  b e e n  p o s s ib le  to c r e a t e  an  a tm o s p h e re  th a t  i t  w as  s m a r t  and 

v e r y ,  v e r y  p a t r io t ic  to give a  pa in ting  to the  W hite H o u se .  A nd I d id  

no t w o rk  a t  doing i t .  Would I do i t  o v e r  i f  I  had the  chance? I  th ink  

p e rh a p s  s o .  I th ink  I would be a m o re  p o s it iv e  p e r s o n .  Y es ,  th e r e  

w e re  so m e  s t o r i e s ,  but not m a n y .

M eanw hile ,  s h e r r y  was being  p a s s e d  and I u nve iled  the  M adam e 

Shoum atoff  p o r t r a i t  of Lyndon and a lso  of m y s e l f .  T h ey  had s e e n  the 

one of m e  b e fo re  - -  m o s t  of the m e m b e r s .  A n d  th e r e  w as  th a t  h ushed  

m o m e n t  w hen you w a ited  to h e a r  w h a t anyone would s a y . To m y  

d isa p p o in tm e n t  a c tu a l ly  th e y  s a id  v e r y  l i t t l e . D illon R ip ley  spoke  

up w ith  an  e x p r e s s io n  of a p p ro v a l  of Lyndon ' s p o r t r a i t .  And A lice  

w ith  a  m u ch  w a r m e r , f i r m e r  e x p r e s s io n .  Som eone a s k e d  m e ,  "D oes 

he lik e  i t ? "  I  s a id ,  " V e ry  m u ch ,  a n d  I d o  t o o ."

A bou t 1:00 the 11 of us w en t in  to  lunch  in  the T r e a ty  R o o m . We 

had  u s e d  the  ch ina  of the  day  w hen the V ic to r ia n  T r e a ty  R oom  w as  the 

v e r y  h e ig h t  of fa sh io n .  Our p la c e  p la te s ,  the b i z a r r e  R u th e r fo rd  B .  H a y e s  

h a n d -p a in te d  ch ina  o f  f lo r a  and f aun a .  And our d in n er  p l a t e s ,  the 

 ̂ B e n ja m in  H a r r i s o n  ch ina  - -  one of m y  f a v o r i te s  - -  w ith  g o ld en ro d

' and c o rn  and w h e a t .  And th e re  w e re  so m e  Li n co ln  p ie c e s  on the



C '

■ C

tab le  w ith  f lo w e rs  in  th e m .  And we a te  off of one of M rs . M e r r iw e a th e r  

P o s t ' s  e le g a n t  tab le  c lo th s .  M r .  du P on t w as on m y  r ig h t ,  and  i t  w as  

a  p le a s a n t  t im e  - -  fu ll  of ta lk  of the h o u se  and  w hat we hoped fo r  i ts  

f u tu r e .  We a g re e d  th a t  we ought to m ak e  so m e  p lans  to w a rd  ge tt ing  

g r e a t  a r t i s t s  of today  to le a v e  a  pain ting  to the W hite H o u se .  F o r  

in s ta n c e  I s a id  I w ould love to see  an  A ndrew  Wye th  hang h e r e  so m e  

d a y .  And John W alk e r  v o lu n te e re d  to  w r i te  h im  and m a k e  the r e q u e s t .  

M eanw hile  in  the in te rv e n in g  s e v e r a l  d ecad es  a  pain ting  could  hang 

a t  the N a tio n a l  G a l le ry .

The w hole  m e e tin g  w as  p e r m e a te d  for m e  a t  l e a s t  w ith  the  

thought th a t  th is  w as  the l a s t  t im e  we would be to g e th e r  a s  a  g ro u p .

W hen lunch  was o v e r ,  we tro o p e d  d o w n s ta ir s  in to  the  dep ths  of 

th is  g r e a t  house  and saw the  L a tro b e  m a n te ls  la id  out on the f lo o r  in  

the ro o m  w h e re  L u c i 's  g ifts  had been  kep t,  and l a t e r  L y n d a 's .  T h ey  

w e re  lo v e ly .  And then  we w en t u p s ta i r s ,  and I led  ev e ry b o d y  in to  

m y  b e d ro o m .  Y e s ,  they  a l l  a g re e d  the l a r g e r  m a n te l  w ould  be  g r e a t  

h e r e .  No one m e n tio n e d  w h a t w ould happen  to the p laque  on the  

p r e s e n t  f i r e p la c e . A lthough l a t e r  A lice  B row n had h e r  s a y  abou t i t .  

Take i t  off. We even  s tu c k  our  heads  in  the door to L u c i 's  r o o m .

Y e s ,  the  s m a l l e r  one w ould be ch a rm in g  t h e r e .

And then  I in v i ted  M r .  du P on t to  take  a  r e s t  in  the L inco ln  

B e d ro o m , and B il l  Benton u p s t a i r s ,  J im  K etchum  would e s c o r t
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h i m . I to ld  th em  I v e r y  m u ch  hoped th e y  would be b a c k  fo r  the 

R e c e p t io n  in  th e i r  h o n o r .  And by  2:00 I w as in m y  b e d ro o m  in  

t i m e to  do a  l i t t l e  w o rk ,  c a l l  Jan e  E n g e lh a rd  in  the  h o sp ita l  and 

t e l l  h e r  how m u c h  we m is se d  h e r . And L iz  to m ak e  p lans  fo r  the 

p ic tu re s  w ith  M r s .  Nixon and T r i c i a  a t  5 :30. And J im  K etchum  

to  d i s c u s s  so m e  of our d o n o rs  who w e re  com ing th is  af te rn o o n  - -  

w il l  you have L ou ise  Cox's s i lv e r  coffee s e rv ic e  out on the  b u ffe t ,  

and  do be  s u r e  to  put the L ib r a r y  on the to u r  s in c e  the  Jo se p h  

H i r s c h h o rn s  w e r e  co m in g .  And a lso  poin t out the R u s s e l l  b ro n z e  

to a l l  the g u e s ts  b e c a u se  I w an ted  M r .  A rm a n d  H a m m e r  to  know 

how m u ch  i t  w as  a p p r e c ia te d .  And m o s t  im p o r ta n t ly ,  m a k e  s u r e  

th a t  e v e ry o n e  saw  the  four new G lackens  b e c a u s e  th e  d o n o r ,  M r .

I r a  G la c k e n s ,  the son  of the p a in te r  h im s e l f ,  w as  one of the g u e s ts  

And I  m o s t  e s p e c ia l ly  w an ted  h im  to s e e  how th ey  b r ig h te n e d  the  

h o u s e .  A las  fo r  su ch  h o s te s s  p la n s ,  l a t e r  on a t  the  R ec ep tio n  the 

f i r s t  la d y  down the lin e  in  the  G re e n  Room  c a s t  a  q u ick  lo o k  a ro u n d  

and then  d em an d ed ,  "W here  a r e  the a r m  c h a i r s  I  g a v e ? " I could 

on ly  fe eb ly  r e p ly ,  "Oh the lo v e ly  ones th a t  a lw ays s i t  one b y  each  

of th e se  s o f a s . "  And then  a he lpfu l vo ice  by  m y  s id e  (I do no t 

r e m e m b e r  who f ro m  th is  w o n d erfu l  W hite House staff) s a id ,  "W e 'v e  

m o v ed  th e m  in to  the E a s t  Room  du rin g  the  r e c e p t io n ."  A c tu a l ly ,  

i t  w as  a  v e r y  s m a l l  c row d - -  only  about 85 . B e s id e s  the  m e m b e r s
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of the  C o m m ittee  fo r  the P r e s e r v a t i o n  of the W hite H ouse th ey  

w e r e  ch ie f ly  d o n o r s .  S usan  M a ry  A lsop , a lo n e .  Jo e  is  s t i l l  in  

V ie t -N a m .  T h ey  had g iven  a  lo v e ly  E n g lish  S h e ra to n  d r o p - le a f  

m ah o g an y  tab le  y e a r s  ag o .  And the B ill  Be i n e c kes[?] whom  I had 

l a s t  s e e n  on a  p la t fo rm  in G eorge tow n , T e x a s .  He is  one of the 

L i b r a r y  d onors . And M rs . M a rk  B o r tm a n  who had g iven  the 

A dam s coffee u r n  - -  the f i r s t  g r e a t  th ing I  had b ro u g h t  to  the 

W hite  H o u se .  And I had added J e a n  and P r i c e  D aniel b e c a u s e  

sh e  i s  b o th  i n te r e s t e d  and know ledgeable  in the old h o u se s  l ike  

th is  and is  w r i t in g  a  book on the  G o v e rn o r s '  h o m es  of the  50 S ta te s  

fo r  w h ich  I had done the F o r e w o r d .  And the  young, a t t r a c t iv e  

D ick  D ie t r ic k s  who had g iven  the F an n ie  K im ball  and had  le n t  us  

the  John  S ingleton  C opley . L y n d a 's  f r i e n d s ,  the John  F le m in g s  

f ro m  New Y o rk .  And I po in ted  out the  D olley  M adison  th e y  had 

g iven  m e  in  the  W est H a ll .

S e v e ra l  of m y  l i b r a r y - o r i e n t e d  f r ie n d s  - -  the D eputy  D i r e c to r  

of P r e s id e n t i a l  L i b r a r i e s , D r .  and M rs  . F r a n k  E v a n s . And a l s o  

E v an s  W alk e r  f ro m  the Office of P r e s id e n t i a l  L i b r a r i e s .  And K ay  

H a iley  who b ro u g h t  a  nephew  of W inston  C h u rc h i l l .  T h ey  p a u s e d  

on the f i r s t  f lo o r  to look  a t  the b u s t  by  E p s te in  of S ir  W in s to n .

Our old f r ie n d s ,  the Connie W ir th s .  And I had inv ited  m y  

c o u s in s ,  the  W inston  P r a t h e r s  - -  s h e 's  a  p r o f e s s o r  out a t  the
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U n iv e rs i ty  of M a ry la n d .  And M rs  . E m m a  G u th r ie  M il le r  who had 

com e to  s a y  goodbye and  w as e s c o r t e d  a ro u n d  on the  a r m  of a n  a id e .

And of c o u r s e  to  m e  the l ions  of the a f te rn o o n  w e re  the Jo e  H ir s h h o r n s  -- 

a  p e r p e tu a l  fa v o r i te  of m in e .  And I r a  G lack en s ,  a  g e n ia l ,  tw eed y  m a n  

f ro m  a n o th e r  e r a  w ith  whom  I sp e n t  the  m o s t  t im e  and p ic k e d  up so m e  

d e lig h tfu l  b i t s  of s to r i e s  . H is f a th e r  had known P e n d e g a s t .  In fa c t  

P e n d e g a s t  had p a in ted  h im  w hen he w as  abou t 7 I th ink  and  he  w as  

d e lig h ted  to  have  one of h is  f a th e r ' s  pa in tings  hanging in  co m p an y  

w ith  a  P e n d e g a s t .

A lice  B ro w n  w as  playing  w ith  p e r fe c t io n  the  r o le  of he lp fu l  

g u e s t  b y  exp la in ing  to  the R ic h a rd  D ie t r ic k s  ju s t  how p e r f e c t  the  

John S ing le ton  C opley  w as t h e r e .  And e x p re s s in g  h e r  d e l ig h t  to  

M r .  G lackens  in  h is  g i f t s .  And I  could have p u r r e d  as  I l i s te n e d  

to  h e r .

A f te r  th e  b r i e f  r e c e p t io n  l in e  th e r e  had b e e n  a  to u r  up to  the  

seco n d  f lo o r .  And th e n we in v ited  ev e ry b o d y  down to  the  S ta te  D ining 

Room  fo r  r e f r e s h m e n t s .  This  - -  a  la s t - m in u te  r e v e r s a l ,  hoping th a t  

the  s ta y  u p s ta i r s  w ou ldn 't  s e e m  too u n g ra c io u s ly  b r ie f  and  th a t  e v e ry o n e  

w ould be b a c k  in  the dining ro o m  by  the  t im e  5: 30 cam e  and  the  N ixons 

w e re  a t  th e  door .

L u c i w as s tand ing  in fo r  m e down a t the D ip lom atic  e n t r a n c e . B u t  

by  5 :30 I  f e l t  th a t  I had ta lk ed  to  e v e ry o n e ,  thanked  and in d eed  en jo y ed
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and I could m ak e  m y  d e p a r tu r e  w ithout be ing  r u d e .  So I a c tu a l ly  

w as a t  the South P o r t ic o  a long  w ith  Lyndon and Luc i a  few m o m e n ts  

b e fo re  the  P r e s i d e n t - e l e c t  and P a t  and T r i c i a  d ro v e  up in  the big  

b la c k  c a r .  We s topped  fo r  p ic tu re s  - -  the g r e a t  b a t t e r y  of l ig h ts  

in  f ro n t  of us f la sh in g .  And then  the m en  w ent over  to Lyndon ' s 

office. How e a s i ly  th a t  p h r a s e  co m es . And Luc i and  I took  P a t  

and T r i c i a  up to  the  second  f lo o r  to  the  W est H all f a m ily  r o o m .

I had gone c a r e fu l ly  in  m y  m ind  o v e r  a  p o s s ib le  agenda  to  d is c u s s  

w ith  h e r . Could I m e n tio n  B lanco? I had f in a lly ,  a s  u s u a l ly  I  do 

w ith  a l l  the  h a rd  th in g s ,  le f t  i t  up to Lyndon. I did te l l  h e r  th a t  

B e ss  A bell w ould be glad to  h e lp  h e r  so c ia l  s e c r e t a r y  out w ith  an y  

of the  b a c k g ro u n d ,  an y  of the d e ta i ls  th a t  she  could to  be  helpful.

And I  d e s c r ib e d  to  h e r  the  m ak eu p  and the  w o rk  of the  C o m m it te e  

fo r  the  P r e s e r v a t io n  of the W hite H o u se .  And once over  l ig h t ly  

the  w o n d erfu l  s e r v ic e s  of the  w o n d e rfu l  s ta f f  of th is  h ouse  the  

f lo w er  r o o m ,  B e tty  T i l s o n 's  o ff ice ,  the  sm o o th  continuing o p e ra t io n  

of the  m a id s  and  the  b u t le r s  - -  so m e  of w hom  have b een  h e r e  

th ro u g h  m a n y  a d m in is t r a t io n s  u n d e r  the g e n e ra l  d i re c t io n  of th a t  

v e r y  u n d e s c r ip t iv e  t i t l e ,  The U s h e r ,  and the  h o u s e k e e p e r .  T h ey  

c o u ld n 't  have been  n ic e r  - -  P a t  and  T r i c i a .  But a c tu a l ly  th e y  s m i le d  

a  lo t  and s a id  v e r y  l i t t l e .  I do no t have any  id ea  a t  a l l  w ha t h e r  p lans  

w il l  b e  in  r e g a r d  to the C o m m itte e  fo r  the P r e s e r v a t io n  of the  W hite
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H ouse o r  w hat p a r t  of h e r  h u sb a n d 's  a d m in is t r a t io n  she w il l  be 

m o s t  a c t iv e  i n .  As a  m a t t e r  of fa c t  w hy should  I o r  anybody a t  

th is  p o in t .  E v e ry o n e ,  e v e r y  F i r s t  Lady , m u s t  m ak e  h e r  own w ay , 

m u s t  find the th ings  to  w hich  she  r e sp o n d s  w ith  jo y  and e x c i te m e n t  

and w o rk  on th em  .

I  o f fe red  te a  and c o f fe e . A c tu a l ly  they  w e re  a s  I  w a s  j u s t  about 

a f lo a t  a t  th is  p o in t .  W ashing ton  days can  be l ik e  th a t .  And L u c i  

c h a t te r e d  a long abou t the to u r  th is  m o rn in g ,  and T r ic i a  about the  

r e s t  of the  to u r  of the  C apito l and o v er  the tow n. L u c i  w as  a  s t a r  

th ro u g h o u t  - -  a t  l e a s t  in  h e r  fond m o th e r 's  e y e s .

A  l i t t l e  p a s t  6:00 M a rc ia  b ro u g h t  a f lank  of p h o to g ra p h e rs  (I th in k  

t h e r e  w e r e  about 20) up to  th e  W es t  H a ll ,  and th e y  took  so m e  p i c tu r e s  

of the  fo u r  of us s i t t in g  and c h a t t in g .  And then  w en t aw ay , and  we 

began  to w a lk  a ro u n d  to show T r ic ia  the ro o m s  th a t  m igh t p o s s ib ly  

be h e r s ,  w ith  s p e c ia l  a c c e n t  on L u c i 's  an d  L y n d a 's  r o o m s .  And I 

po in ted  out how w o n d erfu l  the  g r e a t  b an k  of c lo se t  sp a c e  w as  b e tw e e n  

t  h o se  two ro o m s  - -  by  f a r  the b e s t  c lo s e t  sp ace  in  th e  h o u s e .  And 

th en  up to  303 w hich  lo v e ly  though i t  i s  w as  r e a l ly  b e t t e r  fo r  a  g u e s t  

ro o m  c o n s id e r in g  the c lo se t  s p a c e .  And Luc i laughed  about how the  

to u r i s t s  would be u n d er  h e r  window on a  s u m m e r  m o rn in g  b y  8 :30 - -  

s o m e  6 ,0 0 0  s t ro n g ,  bu t how one w ould g e t  u se d  to  i t .



■ -

M rs . N ixon w as  in te r e s t e d  in  the w a reh o u se  and the s o r t  of 

f u rn i tu r e  out th e r e  and the  am o u n t of budget she  w ould have  to do 

o v e r  the p r iv a te  p a r t  of the  h o u s e .  She spoke jok ing ly  of how h e r  

d a u g h te r  Ju l ie  had taken  a g r e a t  d ea l  of h e r  fu rn i tu re  fo r  the  new 

a p a r tm e n t  she  and David w ould h a v e .  And I a s s u r e d  h e r  th e r e  would 

be p le n ty  in  the w a r e h o u s e  and  th a t  th ro u g h  the r e g u la r  a p p r o p r ia t io n  

she  w ould have p len ty ,  o r  so  I though t,  to m ak e  th e i r  b e d ro o m s  and 

the  W e s t  H all s e e m  lik e  h o m e .  And I th ink  I u n d e r l in e d  a  b i t  - -  I 

m e a n t  to  - -  th a t  the $50 ,000  f ro m  the W hite House H is to r ic a l  

A s s o c ia t io n  w ould be  fo r  the p u rc h a s e  of w o rk s  of a r t  o r  i t e m s  

of h i s to r i c a l  i n t e r e s t .

We w ent fo r  the second  t im e  in to  m y  b e d ro o m  w hich  I th in k  is 

so  lo v e ly .  She did give m e a  c lue  h e r e  w hen she sa id  she  ju s t  

d id n 't  l ik e  a  canopy  b e d .  And I had a  qu ick  m e n ta l  v is io n  of m y  bed  

be ing  m oved  in to  one of the g u e s t  ro o m s  - -  p o s s ib ly  L y n d a 's  o r  

L u c i 's  w ith  the  o th e r  one becom ing  T r i c i a 's  r o o m .  I  hope i t  d o e s n ' t  

go to  the  w a r e h o u s e .  A c tu a lly ,  h e r  m a in  c o n c e rn  s e e m e d  to  be the 

Cuban couple  th a t  sh e  w as  w as  b r in g in g  w ith  th em  and w h e re  th ey  

shou ld  s t a y .  And we looked c a r e fu l ly  once m o re  in  the u p s ta i r s  . 

th i rd  f lo o r  ro o m s  and w alked  th ro u g h  the s e r v a n t s '  q u a r t e r s .  And 

I l e a r n e d  b y  f a r  the m o s t  I had e v e r  known about t h e m . I thought i t  

w as  v e r y  n ice  th a t  h e r  r e g a r d  fo r  th e i r  c o m fo r t  w as  so  th o ro u g h .
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Suddenly  i t  daw ned on m e  a l i t t l e  p a s t  7:00 th a t  we w e re  

su p p o se d  to  go to  the r e t u r n  e n g a g e m e n t  of the K uw ait ' s . I  had 

c o m p le te ly  fo rg o t te n  i t .  I  w a s n ' t  d r e s s e d .  I ex cu sed  m y s e l f  fo r  

one m o m e n t  w hile  L uc i took o v er  and  w en t and jum ped  in to  m y  

p ink  la c e  cage and w as b ack  in m o m en ts  not too soon b e c a u se  

abou t th a t  t im e  o u r  h u sbands  a p p e a re d  and we le f t  the N ixons 

w ith  Lu c i  w ith  e x c u se s  and goodbyes and le f t  la te  fo r  the  Kuwait 

E m b a s s y .  And h e re  o c c u r r e d  one of th o se  funny b i ts  th a t  once 

m o re  s a y s  i t !s  t im e  to d e p a r t .  As we e m e rg e d  f ro m  the D ip lo m a tic  

ro o m  th e re  w as  a  long l in e  of b ig  b la c k  ch au ffeu red  l i m o u s i n e s .

We s t a r t e d  a s  we a lw ays  had to get in to  the  le a d  o n e .  Suddenly  we 

r e a l i z e d  i t  w as  s t r a n g e .  And then  we t r i e d  the se c o nd .  And f in a lly  

the S e c r e t  S e rv ic e  u s h e re d  us in to  the  fo u r th ,  w h ich  w as  o u rs .

Quite n a tu r a l ly  one would ex p ec t  a  g u e s t  to  d e p a r t  f i r s t .  And so  

the  P r e s i d e n t - e l e c t ' s  w as  a t  the head  of the g ro u p .  And then  we 

to r e  off down the d r iv e w a y ,  and the P r e s i d e n t - e l e c t ' s  m o to rc y c le  

e s c o r t  b l a r e d  out in  f ro n t  of u s . We ca l le d  th em  off on the  w a lk ie - ta lk ie  

and p ro c e e d e d  to the Kuwait E m b a s s y  - -  a  lo v e ly  new b u i ld in g .  V e ry  

m u ch  the s ta m p  of the E a s t  w ith  g r i l l s  and t i le w o rk  on a  w ooded 

s t r e e t  dow n on th e  edge of the  p a r k .  And th e r e  a t  the door w a s  the 

E m i r  h im s e l f  and the A m b a ssa d o r  and the p a r ty  in  the  long b la c k  

A ra b  ro b e s  banded  w ith  gold e m b r o id e ry ,  the w hite  h e a d d r e s s  a l s o
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banded  in  gold and  flowing over  th e i r  sh o u ld e rs  . And lo v e ly  

M adam e T a la a t  A l-G h o u sse in  looking a b s o lu te ly  sm a sh in g  in  a  

gown th a t  w as  l ik e  t h e i r s  bu t a lso  v e r y  w e s te rn  - -  s h o r t ,  b la c k ,  

s h a r p  w ith  gold e m b r o id e ry  and fluffy  l i t t le  w hite  ru f f le s  a ro u n d  

the  n eck  and w r i s t s  . A stunning  w o m an .

The E m ir  le d  Lyndon, and I follow ed w ith  A l-G h o u sse in  into 

the  m o s t  c ro w d ed  ro o m  I have e v e r  s e e n .  F o r tu n a te ly  i t  w as  v e r y  

h igh  c e i l in g e d .  T h e re  m u s t  have b e e n  a l l  of the  1200 g u e s ts  they  

had  in v ited  in  th a t  one r o o m .  And to m y  sh o ck  and a m a z e m e n t  I  saw  

A shton  in  the  c ro w d .  We m ade  our w ay  th ro u g h  shaking  h an d s  to  

r ig h t  and  l e f t .  The only thing to  do a t  an  E m b a s s y  R ec ep tio n  is  to  

se e  and be s e e n .  And then  p r e s e n t ly  our h o s ts  e s c o r t e d  us in to  a  

c h a r m i n g  lo w -c e i l in g e d  ro o m .  . The w a lls  w e re  l ined  w ith  so fa s  and 

b ig  fa t  cu sh io n s  on the f lo o r  and l i t t le  ta b le s  th a t  looked  l ik e  h a m m e r e d  

b r a s s ,  e la b o ra te ly  d e c o r a te d .  And in  the c o r n e r ,  g r e a t  b ig  b r a s s  

w a te r  p ip e s .  W e re  th e y  fo r  sm oking  o r  d e c o ra t io n ?  At an y  r a t e  i t  

a l l  spoke  of Kuwait - -  the  t i l e ,  the  g r i l l  w o rk ,  the  pane ling  - -  w h ich  

had in  fa c t  th e y  s a id  com e f ro m  an  old house  in  th e i r  c o u n try .

An a t t r a c t iv e  young w om an whom  I could s c a r c e ly  u n d e rs ta n d  

cam e  in  and s a t  b e s id e  m e  and w as  in tro d u c e d  as  the d a u g h te r  of the 

E m i r .  I th in k  h e r  nam e w as  A w atif .  And I w as c h a g r in e d  th a t  she
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had  b een  in  th is  C oun try  l a s t  n ight and  had not b een  a t  the W hite House . 

A c tu a l ly  B e s s  to ld  m e  l a t e r ,  "We had t r i e d  h a rd  to lo c a te  h e r .  She 

w as  t ra v e l in g  w ith  h e r  h u sb an d ,  s e p a r a te  f ro m  h e r  f a th e r ,  qu ite  

in te n t io n a l ly ,  not w anting  h e r  v i s i t  to be o f f ic ia l ."

A ll the  w om en  w e re  v e r y  a t t r a c t iv e .  P r e s e n t ly  the  w a i t e r s  

b ro u g h t in  on an en o rm o u s  p la t t e r  a  r o a s t  la m b ,  b row n  and ju ic y ,  

s tu ffed  w ith  r i c e .  And a s  they  s l ic e d  h im  open and b eg an  to  s e r v e  

p la te s  I d i s c o v e re d  th a t  th e r e  w e r e  a l l  s o r t s  of nu ts  and sp ic e s  in

, t he r i c e .  It w as  a  d e lic io u s  d i s h .  We had qu ite  a f e a s t  s i t t in g  th e r e

on the l i t t l e  so fa  - -  a t  l e a s t  I d id ,  I  no ticed  th a t  M adam e A l-G h o u ss e in  

who w as  r e a l l y  m anag ing  ev e ry th in g  and v e r y  sk il l fu l ly  c o n s id e r in g  

the  c ro w d  - -  d i re c t io n s  w ith  h e r  ey es  and hands and then  tu rn in g  b a c k  

to  m e f o r  so m e  g ra c io u s  w o rd s  w hile  I p ro c e e d e d  h u n g r i ly  to  e a t  the 

m en u  of a  K uw aiti  f e a s t .  None of th em  of c o u r se  had any th ing  to 

d r in k  - -  ju s t  f r u i t  j u i c e .  T hey  b e l iev e  in  p ro h ib i t io n  and th e y  p r a c t i c e  

i t .  B ut th e y  d o n 't  im p o se  i t  on th e i r  g u e s ts  a p p a r e n t ly .

Lyndon and  the E m i r  and the A m b a s sa d o r  and f ro m  t im e  to  t im e  

o th e r  m e n  in  long ro b e s  ta lk ed  q u ie t ly  on one of the low so fa s  - -  no 

w o m en  a ro u n d  t h e m . L a te r  Lyndon to ld  m e th a t  he thought i t  would 

be a  good id e a  if  the  E m ir  would have a  qu ie t v i s i t  w ith  N ixon w h ile  

^  he w as h e r e .  It would be  u se fu l  to  o u r  two c o u n t r ie s .
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I th in k  we b ro k e  a  r e c o r d  fo r  s tay ing  a t  an  E m b a s s y  p a r t y .

And i t  w as  a f te r  9:00 w hen  we le f t .  And I had  w ish ed  e v e r y  m o m e n t  

of the  t im e  th a t  Lynda B ird  could  have  b een  t h e r e .  She l ik e s  and 

fe e ls  c lo se  to  the K uw aiti s .  And I had to ld  th em  how m u c h  she 

a d o r e s  L u c in d a 's  hope c h e s t  w hich  w ill  be a fa m ily  h e i r lo o m .

On the  w ay  b a c k  in  the c a r  I thought w ith  c h a g r in  of G eorge  

and  A lice  and  G e o rg e 's  u l c e r s .  I a sk e d  the S e c r e t  S e rv ic e  to  phone 

th e  U sh e r  and  g e t  th em  so m e  food im m e d ia te ly  and w alked  in  fu ll 

o f  ap o lo g ies  abou t 9:30 co n fess in g  th a t  we had had  our  d in n e r .

The fou r  of us s a t  in  the  W est H all and th is  w ill  be  the  l a s t  t i m e .  

But th a t  i s  the r e f r a i n  a g a in s t  w hich  a l l  th e se  days a r e  p lay ed  now .

We had  a  d r in k  and we had  th e i r  d in n e r  b ro u g h t in  on a  t r a y .

And A r th u r  K r im  cam e  in  and  jo in ed  u s . And we ta lk ed  abou t a l l  th e  

v aca t io n  sp o ts  we w e re  going to a f te r  Januar y  20 th . I  c a n ' t  th ink  of 

b e t t e r  com p an io n s  on a  t r i p  than  G eorge  and A lic e .

W hen th e y  had  f in ish ed  th e i r  d in n e r ,  I c a l le d  M r .  P i e r c e  and 

a s k e d  h im  to  put up the  M adison  p o r t r a i t  and tu rn  on the l i g h t s . A nd 

th e  five of us  w en t d o w n s ta ir s  and  s tood  s i le n t ly  in  the Blue Room  

and  loo k ed  a t  the V an d e r l in  M ad ison , s t ro n g  and  hand so m e - -  ju s t  

g r e a t  - -  and the poo r faded  copy on th e  f lo o r  b e s id e  i t .  And I w as  

fu ll  of p r id e  th a t  we had b ro u g h t  i t  to  the house  - -  a f te r  a l l  th e  h o u se  

h as  w a ited  150 y e a r s  fo r  a  good M adison  and a  few m o n th s  m o r e  d o n 't
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m a t t e r .  It w o n 't  hang w hile  we a r e  h e r e .  But th e r e  is  a  l i t t le  

n iggling  doubt in  m y  m ind tha t  th e r e  m igh t be so m e  c loud on the 

t i t l e  of the  p o r t r a i t  and not ju s t  the p ro c e e d s  of the m o n e y .

We had  a lo n g , happy , q u ie t  ta lk ,  and th en  s a id  goodnigh t.

We w en t to  bed  re a d in g  o v e r  the  b ig  news of the day  - -  the n a m e s  

and b r i e f  b io g ra p h ie s  of a l l  of N ix o n 's  C ab in e t.  Of c o u r s e  so m e  of 

th em  had le a k e d  b e fo re  and i t  w as  a  b ig  d isap p o in tm en t to  m e  th a t  

th e r e  w a s n ' t  a  s ing le  R o c k e fe l le r  anyw here  in  i t .  But one big p lus 

w as  th a t  N ixon has  s a id  he w il l  rea p p o in t  M ayor W ash ing ton . And  

W a l te r  w il l  a c c e p t .  N ext to  th e  A m b a s sa d o r  to  the U .N .  i t  is  

p r o b ab ly  the  r o u g h e s t  jo b , the m o s t  h o p e le s s  jo b .  But in  m y  opin ion  

he is  a b s o lu te ly  the b e s t  m a n  fo r  i t ,  W a lte r  i s . I  a m  so  glad Nixon, 

h as  le f t  h im  t h e r e .  And c o m p le te ly  on the o th e r  s id e  of the  p o l i t ic a l  

s p e c t r u m ,  th e r e  w as  so m e  happy news f ro m  one of the  K ennedys. 

E th e l 's  b ab y  i s  b o rn  - -  the e lev en th  child  - -  a  d a u g h te r .  We m u s t  

s en d  a  w i r e  to m o r r o w .  I thought of h e r  touching  one to  L y n d a .

And so  a  d ay  th a t  w as  fu ll  of l a s t - t i m e s  cam e  to an  end a ro u n d  

m id n ig h t  - -  and  to  b e d .
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