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It w a s a n igh tm are  of a day in the W hite H o u se  w ith  th e dark  

b la ck  c o ils  o f a n igh tm are  tw istin g  underneath  the su r fa c e  o f a 

d ay that w as ja m -p a ck ed  full  w ith  c a l l s ,  ap p o in tm en ts , h o u se  g u e s t s ,  

e n g a g e m e n ts .

I had an e a r ly  b r e a k fa st w ith  Lyndon and w ork ed  at the d e sk  

w ith  M arilyn  and then w ith  B e s s  on the C h r istm a s p a r ty . One e v e r y  

d ay  th is  w e e k . And then a h o st of c a lls  about Tony - -  to  D iana and 

M a t i a nna and to D r . Vo s s  w ho w ould s e e  h im  today and w il l  g e t  h im  

in the h o sp ita l tom orrow  m ornin g for  thorough t e s t s . T ony i s  the  

m ain  p a rt of the n ig h tm a r e . H is d raggin g  r ig h t le g  and h is  sp e e c h  

that h a lts  in  m id -s e n te n c e  b e c a u se  he fo r g e ts  and the a l l  to o -fre q u en t  

la u g h . And the h o rro r  of it  i s  that he knows that so m eth in g  fe a r fu l  

is  happening to h im . He told  M a t ia nna that he lau gh s b e c a u se  he 

doesn't know w hat e ls e  to  d o . It's  a so r t  of s o c ia l  cru tch  I g u e s s .

But w e  a r e  fu ll o f  r e so lu t io n  to a ttack  th is  th ing headon and to  find  

out w hat i t  i s ,  to  u se  e v e r y  in te l l ig e n c e  and fa c il i ty  at our com m and  

to  com b at i t .

I c a lle d  C lark  C lifford  and C arol F o r ta s  - -  two of m y  c h ie f  

a d v iso r s  - -  and m ade d ates to  s e e  th em . And B a refo o t S an d ers w ho  

is  s u g g estin g  that w e have a r ecep tio n  for the C o n gress r ig h t a fter  

Jan u ary  3 rd . I reco m m en d ed  a g a in s t i t ,  and so  did B e s s .  Then  

m o re  w ork  w ith  M arilyn  and L iz .  And fin a lly  a b rea k  to  go up to  the
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S o la r iu m  and have lu n ch  w ith  m y  h ou se  g u e s ts  .

A w e ek  or tw o ago I had in v ited  B e lle Pat i l l a  T ip p itt, m y  S e lm a ,  

A lab am a c o u s in  to com e up w ith  her husband and spend  a few  days  

s ig h t - s e e in g  and fa m ily  v is it in g  - -  exp la in in g  c a r e fu lly  to h er  that 

I w ould have a h ea v y  w ork  s c h e d u le . But in b etw een  her s ig h t - s e e in g  

w e c o uld  have tim e  for lu n ch  or m aybe s i t  b y  the f ir e  and d r in k  and 

ta lk  about U n cle  Claude and Aunt E ffie  and w ading in  th e  s tr e a m s  

at B i l l in g s ly .  I did not d ream  that th e ir  a r r iv a l h e r e  w ould  be in  

qu ite su ch  a  tim e  o f te n s io n  and tr o u b le . But a t any ra te  lu n ch  up 

in  the S o la r iu m  - -  that h o sp ita b le  room  that has h ou sed  s o  m u ch  of 

our fa m ily  l i f e  - - w as a p le a sa n t t im e . E lo is e  T h o rn b erry , p r e tty  

and g a y , on h er  w ay to  a co m m ittee  m eetin g  about d ea f p e o p le , w as  

a g rea t h e lp . And d ear  M a t ia nn a , u n o b tru siv e ly  help ing T ony arou n d . 

And w e did ta lk  about old  t im e s  - -  B e lle and Tony and I - -  a s  w e look ed  

out a t the W ashington M onum ent and r em em b er e d  su m m e r s  in  A lab am a  

and c o u s in s  and our g r e a t  old w hite  co lu m n ed  h o u se . But i t  w a s  b r ie f  

for  m e.

And then  I w en t down to  the L in co ln  S itting  Room  to r e c o r d  for  

th e  A B C  sh o w . S im one r id e s  herd  on i t .  How I sh a ll m is s  h e r .  It's  

the v e r y  end o f th is  w e ek  that sh e  w il l  g o .

It w en t ra th er  sm o o th ly . I tr ie d  to  immerse m y s e lf  in th e f e e l  of 

th e sh o w , o f  the h o u se , o f  m y  deep  reg a rd s  fo r  i t .  And then at la s t



(

C -

W A S H I N G T O N

M onday, D ecem b er  16, 1968 P a g e  3

a bonus - -  the "no think" tim e - -  going to the b eau ty  p a r lo r  - -  a  

m a r v e lo u s  r e le a s e  from  e ffo r t - -  at le a s t  "no think" for  a p a rt o f  

it  a lthough I c a r r ie d  the u su a l stra w  bag fu ll o f w ork  fo r  under the  

d ry er  - -  that being m o s t ly  going o v er  the l i s t  o f the p r e s s  la d ie s  

who w ould  a r r iv e  for the p arty  at 6 :0 0 .

And then back  to  the W hite H ouse and an h o u r's  w ork  w ith  

H e le n e . And then  in to  L yndon's room  w h ere  he had b een  try in g  to  

g e t a n ap . It w a s  obviou s that h is  co ld  had w o r se n e d . He h as had  

a d ragg in g  co ld  fo r  a g e s  - -  w eek s - - i t  s e e m s . He lo o k ed  up at m e  

and s a id , "I don’t b e lie v e  I c an m ake i t ."  He r e a lly  lo o k ed  b a d . I 

sa id , "You ought not to go out th ere  in  that c o ld . You ought to  have  

gotten  th e V ic e  P r e s id e n t  to do t h i s ."  K nowing that it  w a s now too  

la te  w e w ould  be th ere  in  m om en ts . I fe lt  a n gry  w ith  m y s e lf  th at I 

had n't tak en  ch a rg e  o f th is  so o n e r , but I coo p era ted  ev en  sh o v ed  in  

g ettin g  him  to  do so m eth in g  I knew he ought not to do s im p ly  b e c a u se  

th ere  w as a crow d w aitin g  and TV lig h ts  s e t  up and he w a s e x p e c te d .  

And then w e w alk ed  out about 5:30 - -  Lyndon and L uci and Lyn and I - -  

got in to  the b ig  b la ck  ca r  and d rove to  the E llip s e  to  lig h t the C h r istm a s  

tr e e  for the s ix th  and fin a l t im e .

Stew  U dall p r e s id e d  at the cerem o n y  . And it  w as b it te r  co ld  up 

on the p la tfo rm  . A s w e m ounted  the s tep s  so m eo n e  had tr ie d  to  hand
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Lyndon h is  h a t . He had b ru sh ed  it  a s id e .  And th ere  he w a s , h a t le s s ,  

though s e v e r a l  o f the m en  had v e r y  s e n s ib ly  h e ld  onto th e ir  h a t s .

It w a s a b r ie f , s t ir r in g , d ear  c e r e m o n y  - - C h r istm a s c a r o ls  

b y  a robed  c h o ir , a b r ie f  p r e se n ta tio n  of red  r o s e s  to  m e  by a  g ir l  

s c o u t , and a sh o r t , p a tr io t ic  sp e ec h  b y  a B oy  S c o u t. Lyndon 

a lw a y s  a r is e s  and co n g ra tu la tes  both  o f th em , and so  do I ,  And 

th e y 've n ev er  fa iled  to be r e a lly  g o o d . Som e w ord s o f w e lc o m e  by  

. th e  M a y o r . And the w ind w as s o  f ie r c e  it  w as p r a c t ic a lly  lif t in g  

our h a ir  r ig h t o ff of our s c a lp s .

And then  L yndon's ta lk  - -  "M y p r a y e r  now as i t  has b een  in  

ea ch  of th e se  o th er D e ce m b e r s  is  for  p ea ce  and r e c o n c ilia t io n  a b ro a d , 

ju s t ic e  and tra n q u ility  a t h o m e ."

And f in a lly  the p r e s s in g  of the button that l i t  the 7 4 -fo o t  sp r u c e  

tr e e  in to  it s  g lo r y  of b lu e  and w h ite  and y e llo w  lig h ts  and the 50 t r e e s  

o f the S ta tes  that grouped  around it  on the E l l ip s e .  And i t  w a s  a 

g lo r io u s  s ig h t . We w e r e  a ll  caught up in the fe e lin g  that th is  w as  

in d eed  the la s t  t im e  fo r  u s .  But I am  gettin g  a l i t t le  im p a tien t now  

of " la s t  t im e s " , and ju st  as rea d y  to  g et on w ith  w h atev er  c o m e s  a f t e r ,  

And then  the M arine band s tr u c k  up the N ation a l A nthem  and w e a ll  

p u lled  up an e x tr a  tw o in ch es  t a l l e r .  And of c o u r se  the h e lm , the  

d e lig h t o f the ev en in g , w as a s  u su a l Lyn - -  a ls o  the m o st  s e n s ib ly  

d r e s s e d  m an p r e se n t in  m atch ing le a th e r  coat and cap  w ith  th e
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fla p s  that ca m e  s n u g l y  o ver  h is  e a r s ,  a l l  b ig -e y e d  and d e lig h ted  

at the C h r istm a s t r e e s ,  w aving  to  the crow d from  h is  Granddaddy 's^  

a r m s  . And then  rea ch in g  o v er  fo r  W alter  W ash in gton 's cu te  l i t t le  

granddaughter to g iv e  her a  k is s  , And then v e r y  q u ick ly  w e  w e r e  

b a ck  in  the c a r .  S c a r c e ly  m ore  than 30 m in u tes had e la p se d  b e fo re  

w e retu rn ed  th orou gh ly  ch ille d  to  the W hite H o u se .

I do not r em em b er  ju st at w hat m om en t it  w as that the seco n d  

. ch ap ter  o f  the n igh tm are  u n fo ld ed . Som eon e o f m y  s ta ff  - - i t  m a y  

have b een  Sharon or M a rc ia  - -  to ld  m e that L iz  had b een  c a lle d  

sh o r t ly  b e fo re  and a sk ed  to ru sh  to the h o sp ita l and b rin g  so m eo n e  

w ith  h e r . L es  had b een  ch o k in g . T hey had g iv en  h im  an e m e r g e n c y  

tr a ch eo to m y  in  h is  own h o sp ita l bed w ithout ev en  taking h im  to  the  

o p era tin g  r o o m . D ear S im one had b een  w ith  h e r . She i s  a  good  

f r ie n d  to  a l l  o f u s .  And so  th is  then w a s the se ttin g  for  m y  la s t  

p a rty  for the p r e s s  la d ie s  - -  m uch planned and m uch lo ok ed  fo rw a rd  

t o .

T hey w e r e  in v ited  up to the seco n d  flo o r  and I g r e e te d  th em  ju st  

in s id e  the door o f the Y ellow  R o o m . N o announcer n e c e s s a r y  h e r e  

s in c e  I knew e v e r y  one o f them  from  r iv e r  ra fts  and fo r e s t  tr a i ls  and  

a r t  g a l le r ies and W hite H ouse p a r t ie s .  A  f ir e  burned m e r r i ly  in the  

Y ellow  R o o m , and th ere  w e r e  C h r istm a s d eco ra tio n s  e v e r y w h e r e .
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A b ar w a s s e t  up out in  th e h a l l .  A  sm a ll  group of the M arine band  

in  th e ir  red  co a ts  w e r e  p lay ing  C h r istm a s m u s ic  down tow ard  the  

e a s t  end o f the h a l l .  And the fa m ily  s ittin g  room  w a s opened  up 

in v it in g ly  and a delic io u s  sp rea d  in  the fa m ily  d in ing r o o m .

T h ere w e re  the r e g u la r s  - -  I sa b e lle  Shelton  and D orothy  M cC ard le  

and H elen  T h o m a s, w ith out F r a n c e s  L ew in e w ho i s  on v a c a t io n .

And o ld - t im e r s  - -  E sther Mae T ufty  and Isa b e lle  G riffin  w ho g o e s  

b ack  w ith  m e to  about 1938 I th ink . And Hope R ydings M ille r  and  

Josep h in e  R ip le y . And p er t l i t t le  B onnie A n g e lo , And N o rm a  

M illig a n , w ea r in g  an L BJ p en . I th ink in  sp ite  o f anything that 

NEW SW EEK has sa id  about us that sh e  has a lw ays had a c e r ta in  

sy m p a th y  and un d erstan d ing  for u s .

And T exan s - -  M argaret Ma y e r , whom  perhaps I've known  

the lo n g e s t  of a l l .  And Sarah  M cC lend on , th orn  in  the f le s h  fo r  

a ll  P r e s s  S e c r e t a r ie s ,  but n ice  enough to  m e .  And K aren  K le in fe lte r .  

And I th ink  W auhillau  LaH ay who p erh ap s fe lt  m o re  se n tim e n ta l about 

th is  ev en in g  than anybody, although the w h ole  even in g  had a  c e r ta in  

sa d n e ss  r ig h t b elow  th e lau gh ter  and m e r r im e n t . And ev ery b o d y  

w a s sa y in g , "Oh, w e a re  going to  m is s  you s o .  It w ill  be a hard a c t  

to  f o l l o w ."

And th er e  w as C h ris Saddler - -  Lynda B ir d 's  b o ss  and fr ie n d .

And Nan R o b ertso n  who w r ite s  v e r y  h ig h -c la s s  s to r ie s  I th in k . And
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L a n e lle  A ikm an who w ork ed  w ith  m e on the W hite H ouse b ook s fro m  

the N a tio n a l G eo g ra p h ic . And B etty  B ea le  - -  one o f m y  f a v o r i t e s ,  

and w ho w as a d m irin g  the G lack ens and te llin g  m e (and how r ig h t  she 

i s )  that I shou ld  have t r ie d  h ard er  lo n g  ago to g et p u b lic ity  ab ou t

e v e r y  g ift  that ca m e to the W hite H o u se . And sh e  sa id  that s h e  

through a co lu m n  had brought about the g ift  o f the Indian p a in tin g s  

that h an g  in  the L ib r a r y . And N an cy  D ic k e r so n , look ing  t e r r i f i c ally
■p

s m a r t .  And J u lie  M oon. And N elm a n  N ovan , F a y e  R itter  and Cis s y
*

M o r r is s e y .  The nam e of e v e r y  one b r in g s  up. m e m o r ie s .  I doubt 

i f  th ere  is  a group that I know b e tter  h ere  in  W ashington than th e s e  

p r e s s  w o m e n . And I have r e a l ly  en joyed  th e m .

The n ew s o f L e s ' con d ition  had c a r e fu lly  b een  kept qu iet b y  m e  

and m y  s ta f f .  But L iz 's a b se n c e  m ean t to  them  that he w as not doing  

w e l l .  W ild h o r s e s  co u ld not have kept L iz  fro m  th is  p arty  i f  h e  had 

b een  a ll  r ig h t .

And so  on the su r fa c e  I laugh ed  and joked and ta lk ed  and r e a l ly  

enjoyed  th e m . And underneath  th ere  w as the c h ill  l e v e l  o f te n s io n  

about T ony and about L es .

A s th ey  le f t  about 7;30 I to ld  them  to  be su re  and p ic k  up th e ir  

C h r istm a s g ift  a t the e a s t  end o f the h a ll .  L iz 's o ff ice  w ith  m u ch  

im a g in a tio n  and hard w ork  had put to g e th er  a m on tage of p ic tu r e s
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of a l l  of our tr ip s  o ver  the f iv e  y e a r s .  And th ese  w e re  w rapped  

around a w a ste  b a sk e t , la m in a ted  onto it  b y  so m e  p r o c e s s .  And I 

at le a s t  w as c r a z y  about th e m .

Q u ite  a few  of the la d ie s  had to ld  m e during the even in g  that 

the s m a ll  C h r istm a s tr e e  i  had g iv en  them  a y ea r  or two ago w a s  

a c tu a lly  grow in g  in  th e ir  b ack  y a rd .

We w il l  have a lo t  to  rem em b er  each  oth er b y .

W hen the la s t  one w a s g o n e , I w en t and c a lle d  L iz .  H er v o ic e  

w a s fu ll of te a r s  but co n tro lle d .  She sa id  L es w as in  the in te n s iv e  

c a r e  w a rd , but sh e  b e lie v e d  the danger w as p a s s e d . And the aw ful 

p art w a s that th ey  cou ld n 't r e a l ly  fig u re  out w hy a ll  of i t  w as  

h a p p en in g .

I w en t down to the th ea tre  to  sa y  h e llo  to  a ll  of m y  h o u se g u e sts  

w ho w e r e  w atch in g  a m o v ie  - -  g ra te fu l that w e had th is  to o ffer  them  

s in c e  m y  tim e  w as so  fra g m e n te d . And then back  exh au sted  to the  

seco n d  f lo o r ,  c a lle d  C hief Dunn and got a rub w h ile  I m ade a s e r ie s  

of c a lls  - -  M a rc ia  and Sh aron , S im one and D iana - -  about the next 

d a y 's  b u s in e s s  and tr o u b le s .

I thought w ith  wry a m u sem en t so m eth in g  that Lyndon had sa id  

th is  m o rn in g . It w ent about lik e  th is: "I to ld  the D a lla s N ew s that 

" th ere  a r e  ten  s o n s -o f -b itc h e s  in  the United S ta tes  - -  the tw o new s
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m a g a z in e s  and the two new s s e r v ic e s  and the New Y ork  T im e s" , and 

h e r e  I  lo s t  co u n t. And he w ent on to s a y , "It s a t is f ie d  m e , it  c le a n se d  

m y  s o u l,  but I w ill  n ev er  r e c o v e r  from  it ."  He had gone on 

r e m in is c in g  about Strom  Thurm ond and s a id , "He h as s tu ck  th e knife  

in  m e deep  in m y  h e a r t . But I th ink he has done it c o u r te o u s ly  and 

h o n e s t ly .  I th ink he has a c e r ta in  lik in g  for  m e .  He is  ju s t  tru e  to  

h is  c o n v ic t io n s ."

I too  b e lie v e  that th at is  a fa ir  ev a lu a tio n , and h e  i s  e a s ie r  to  

take, than so m e  o f our D e m o c r a ts .
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