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■ It w as  one of the lo n g e s t  days  of m y  s ta y  in  the White H o u se .

Lyndon, w as  aw ake v e r y  e a r ly .  His cold w as aw ful, and we had 

b r e a k f a s t  a l i t t l e  p a s t  7 :00 .

I  le f t  w ith  S im one and H a r r y  M iddleton about 9:30 to go to the 

N av a l P ho to  Lab to  look  a t  the  S e p te m b e r  In te rL o c k .  It w as  v e r y  

good . T h ey  a r e  d e f in ite ly  ge tt ing  b e t t e r .  We su g g e s te d  v e r y  m in o r  

c h a n g e s ,  th an k ed  the s ta f f ,  and I  w as  b a c k  a t  the W hite H ouse in  good 

t im e  fo r  m y  12:00 ap p o in tm en t w ith  C la rk  C lif fo rd .

We m e t  in  the  L inco ln  S itting  Room  by a  f i r e .  Often I  go to  h im  

on q u e s t io n s  of ju d g em en t - -  th e y  a r e  in te rw o v en  s t r a n d s  of e th ic s  

and le g a l i ty  and  good t a s t e  and ju s t  p la in  com m on  s e n s e ,  a l l  in te rw o v e n  

Then  you s ta te  the  p ro b le m  and t r y  to  com e to  the b e s t  c o n c lu s io n .  I 

v a lu e  h is  ad v ice  a lw ays and  follow i t  u s u a l ly .  T h is  t im e  I w a n te d  to  

t a lk  abou t w hat I should  do w ith  the in co m e  d e r iv e d  f ro m  th e  .

s a le  of th is  d i a r y .  C la rk  c o n s id e re d  i t  q u ie t ly  fo r  a  m o m e n t  and  then  

s a id  th a t  he saw  no r e a s o n  why I sh o u ld n 't  keep  p a r t  of i t  o r  a l l  of i t  

i f  I  w an ted  to .  I to ld  h im  m y  p lans  w e r e  to give h a lf  of a n  undiv ided  

i n t e r e s t  to the F oundation  and r e t a in  the  o th e r  h a lf  fo r  m y s e l f .

I w as  a  l i t t l e  s u r p r i s e d  to  h e a r  h im  sa y  th a t  he thought we need  

not m ak e  an y  an n o u n cem en t - -  public  th a t  is  - -  a s  to the f ig u re  fo r  

w hich  i t  s o ld .  A nnouncem ent o r  no, I th ink  the f ig u re  w il l  out and if
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we d o n 't  s ta te  i t  b r ie f ly  and a t once w henever  i t  i s  done, I  th ink  

i t  w i l l  be  s p e c u la te d  about and p r in te d  about un til  i t  has  grow n 

th r e e  t im e s  a s  b ig .

So, m y  p r e s e n t  p lan  is  th a t  we w ill  do nothing a t  a l l  un ti l  we 

a r e  out of the W hite House and then  v e r y  soon - -  s h o r t ly  a f te r  

J a n u a ry  21s t  - -  we w ill  p ro c e e d  to s e l l  i t .

And the  second  th ing I had to  a s k  C la rk  w as about the  L a tro b e  

m a n te l .  I  b ro u g h t  in  the  g lo s s y  p r in t s  of th em  and  to ld  h im  the  s t o r y .

I  am  v e r y  p ro u d  th a t  the house  has th e m .  It is  a  m a jo r  a c q u is i t io n  

d u r in g  m y  t i m e .  And I to ld  h im  th a t  we p lanned  to  put the  l a r g e r  one 

in m y  b e d ro o m  and the s m a l l e r  one in  L u c i 's  b e d ro o m  .

And th en  we got to the d e l ic a te  m a t t e r  of w hat should  we do w ith  

the p laque  th a t  is  on the  p r e s e n t  m a n te l  in m y  b e d ro o m .  A r c h i t e c tu r a l l y  

th a t  w il l  take  so m e  f ig u r in g  o u t.  The p r e s e n t  p laque is  I  th in k  ju s t  p u t  

on w i th  e p o x y . And if  i t  i s  r e m o v e d ,  i t  is  doubtful tha t  i t  w ould  f i t  

on th e  new m a n te l .  Should the s a m e  in s c r ip t io n  th en  b e  p e rh a p s  

e n g ra v e d  on the  m a r b le  ? We d ec id ed  th a t  th a t  d e c is io n  shou ld  be  

le f t  up to  m y  s u c c e s s o r ,  and I would n e i th e r  re m o v e  n o r  r e i n s t a l l .

We f in ish ed  a  l i t t l e  b e fo re  1:00, and since  it was  t im e  fo r  the  T u e s d a y  

lu n ch  C la rk  w as  ju s t  a  l i t t le  e a r l y  fo r  the S e c r e t a r y  of S ta te  and  Lyndon  

and D ick  H elm s and the r e s t  of the T u e sd ay  g ro u p .  So I le f t  h im  to
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s tu d y  so m e  p a p e r s ,  and I w en t up to the  S o la r iu m  t o  have lunch
I . ■

■with B e lle  and  P h i l .  Tony and M a t i a nna w e re  o u t.  I  th in k  he  fee ls  

the  n eed  of the s o la c e  of h is  g ra n d c h i ld re n .  And E lo is e  w as  w ith  

h e r  c o m m it te e  m e e t in g s .

M a ri ly n  is  keep ing  B elle  and P h i l ip  b u sy  going f ro m  th e  C ap ito l  

to  the  a r t  g a l l e r ie s  to the monum ents  . And then  in a  l i t t l e  ch ink  of 

t im e  l ik e  th is  we ta lk  about F lo r a  and  E la in e  and Be rn ie c e  and A unt 

B e l le  and  B ill in g s ly  and Uncle Claude and play ing  in  the  B ra n c h  

w hen we w e re  7 and 8 .  And I do not have the s e n se  of a  fu ll  v i s i t  

th a t  I  would l i k e .  B ut so m eth in g  b e a ts  no th ing . And th a t  h a s  had 

to be  m y  to ta l  p h ilo sophy  h e re  in  the  White House.

T h e re  w as  t im e  fo r  ju s t  about a  3 0 -m in u te  re v ie w  of the  m a t e r i a l  

and the agenda  fo r  o u r  B ea u tif ica t io n  m e e tin g  and going o v e r  the 

g u e s t  l i s t  and changing  in to  m y  A la sk a  u n d e rc lo th e s  and m y  p r e t ty  

p e a c h  wool d r e s s  . And then  down in to  the  B lue  Room  w h e re  the 

f i r e  w as c ra c k l in g  and th e r e  w as  s h e r r y  and co ffee .  And a s s e m b le d  

w as  a  p r e t ty  good quota  of the  B ea u tif ica t io n  C o m m ittee  - -  fo r  th is  

o u r  f in a l ly  l a s t  m e e t in g .  B rooke  A s to r  and F r e d  F a r r  and Kay G r a h a m ,  

looking  r e a l l y  d raw n  and  w e a ry  - -  ju s t  r e c o v e r in g  f ro m  the f lu .  And 

John H ech in g e r  w hom  I thanked  fo r  h is  d e a r  l e t t e r .  And Rudy K au fm an  

and  M a ry  L a s k e r  w ith  h e r  S e c r e ta ry ,  Jane  D o n o u g h .  K atie  L o u ch h e im

and M rs  . C a ry  P a r k e r  and A d m i r a l  P h i l ip s .  And of c o u r s e  L a u ra n c e

MEMORANDUM

THE W H ITE HOUSE
V V A S H I N Q T O N

T u e s d a y ,  D e c e m b e r  17, 1968 P a g e  3



MEMORANDUM

(
THE WHITE HOUSE

W A S H I N G T O N

T u e sd a y ,  D e c e m b e r  17, I 968 P ag e  4

R o c k e fe l le r .  And L ibby R ow e. And our g a rd e n  club la d y ,

M r s .  R o lm e ig . And A dam  R u m a sh o v sk y  and B ill  S chm id t and 

P o l ly  S h a c k le to n .  And B il l  W alton and  Stew Udall and W a l te r  

W ash in g to n .  And Tom  F le tc h e r  as  w e l l .  And of c o u rse  N a sh  

C a s t r o .  And John  W alk er  and D iana , who is  d i s t r a u ght abou t h e r  

daddy , but d e te rm in e d  to s e e k  out the b e s t  m e d ic a l  so lu t io n  to  

h is  p r o b l e m .

I  th in k  e v e ry b o d y  had m ad e  a  g r e a t  e f fo r t  to  ge t h e r e  fo r  

the  l a s t  m e e t in g .  And th e r e  w e re  in  add ition  the d o n o rs  of the  

: foun ta in  in  the  E l l ip se  - -  M r s .  R o s e  Zalles and the  F r a n c i s  Sau ls

and  the  R alph  B e c k e r s .  And the top ex ecu tiv es  of P E P C O , who 

th e m s e lv e s  had  m ad e  a  s iz e a b le  c o n tr ib u t io n  to  the  foun ta in  a t  the  

end of H aines  P o in t  b y  donating  the p o w er  l i n e s .  And the  d e s ig n e r  

of the  w a te r  j e t  i t s e l f  - -  the  H a m m els  who had com e a l l  the  w ay  

f ro m  C a l i fo rn ia .  And Connie W ir th  and C aro l  F o r t a s ,  the  T r e a s u r e r  

of the  S o c ie ty  fo r  a  More  B eau tifu l C a p i ta l .  And the P r e s id e n t  of 

the M in n eso ta  G ra n i te  C om pany who had donated  in  p a r t  a t  l e a s t  

the  e n o rm o u s  s la b s  of g ra n i te  in  the Inyathavirlr.od (•?) foun ta ins  .

So th e r e  w as  a  l i t t le  t im e  in  the  B lue Room  fo r  m e  to  go f ro m  

one to  a n o th e r  and thank  th em  fo r  th e i r  p a r t  in  m aking  th e s e  foun ta ins  

p o s s i b l e .
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And then  r a th e r  qu ick ly  in to  a bus  - -  w hat e l s e  ? - -  fo r  o u r  

l a s t  to u r  - -  the  " foun ta in  to u r " ,  s topping  f i r s t  in  the W est E l l ip s e  

and pos in g  w ith  R ose  Zalles in  the m o s t  m ag n if ice n t  fu r  coa t  (it looked  

l ik e  F o x  and w ould have p ro te c te d  h e r  a t  the N o r th  P o le ) .  We p o sed  

on the  s i te  of the new founta in  along w ith  a d raw in g  of i t .  W o rk  w ill  

b eg in  th is  s p r in g .
oI

And th en  down to  the  co m p le ted  Hau p t  founta ins  th a t  f ro m  

C o n s ti tu tio n  Avenue f r a m e d  the W hite House th a t  you view  a c r o s s  

the  P r e s i d e n t ' s  P a r k .  And f ro m  the  T ru m a n  B alcony  i t  f r a m e s  the 

a p p ro a c h  to  the J e f f e r s o n  M e m o r ia l .  They  a r e  en o rm o u s  s a u c e r s  

of g r a n i t e . And the s to r y  of how th e y  got h e re  is  a  s a g a  i t s e l f .

T hey  w e re  too wide to  com e th ro u g h  tunnels  and too h e a v y  to  go on 

c e r t a in  s t r e t c h e s  of r o a d .  And so th e y  t r a v e le d  thousands  of m i le s  

f ro m  the M inneso ta  q u a r r y  w h e re  they  w e re  dug to  r e a c h  th is  sp o t  on 

C o n s ti tu tio n  A venue and to b e  c h ise le d  out in  p lace  h e r e  in to  the 

sh a llo w  bowl f ro m  w hich  the founta in  r i s e s  16 fe e t  h ig h .

T h e re  w as  a  b r i s k  w in d . E v e ry b o d y  huddled c lo se  b y .  I  p r e s s e d  

the  b u tto n , and up r o s e  the j e t .  And h e re  I th ink  we p e rh a p s  m a d e  a  

m i s t a k e .  I th ink  th e y  should  have b een  h ig h e r  in  s c a le  to  m a tc h  the
t'

m a je s ty  of C ons ti tu tion  Avenue and the White H ouse  in  the d i s t a n c e .

E m m e t  Hawk w as a b se n t  and v e r y  m u ch m i s s e d .  And m o s t  of 

a l l ,  L iz ,  who w ould have  loved  to d a y ,  b e c a u se  i t  w as  a  day  of r e a p in g .
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a d ay  of f in a lly  tu rn in g  o v er  to  the  c i ty  w hat we had b een  w o rk in g  

on fo r  m o n th s  o r  y e a r s  .

And then  we w e re  b a c k  in to  the  bus  and out to H aines  P o in t  

w ith  N a sh  on the P . A .  s y s te m  explain ing  to  us about the  1846 

c h e r r y  t r e e s  and a  d e s c r ip t io n  of the founta in  th a t  we w e re  

a p p ro a c h in g .  It w as  to be a  255-foo t h igh s p r a y  of w a te r  th a t  

f la sh e d  upw ard  f ro m  a f loa ting  s t r u c tu r e  ju s t  off the  t ip  of H aines  

P o in t  - -  the m o s t  d r a m a t ic  of the  th r e e  founta ins  we w e re  s e e in g  

to d a y  and one of the m o s t  d r a m a t ic  s ig h ts  in  W ash ing ton . And i t  

w ould  be f r a m e d  by  a  p lan ting  of e v e r g re e n s  and f low ering  t r e e s  

th a t  w ould d i r e c t  your e y es  to  the end  of the  p o in t .  It c o s t  $180 ,000  

and i t  w as  the  g ift of the  S oc ie ty  fo r  a  M o re  B eau tifu l  C a p i ta l .  And 

I  knew , and  I e x p ec t  m o s t  of us knew , th a t  i t  w as  in  v e r y  g r e a t  p a r t  

of the  g if t  of M a ry  L a s k e r .

Then he d e s c r ib e d  so m e  of the c l i f f -h a n g e r  d e ta i ls  of i ts  

in s ta l la t io n  of the l a s t  few days - -  how i t  had b eco m e  s tu c k  on a 

m ud  ban k , how one of the m o to rs  had b een  f ro z e n  in  our  t e r r i f i c  

co ld  s p e l l  and th e y  had to send  a l l  the w ay  to  C a lifo rn ia  fo r  a  new 

one and i t  co u ld n 't  be flown to  W ash in g to n . T h e re  w as no d i r e c t  

f l ig h t .  But i t  could  to P i t t s b u r g h .  And so th ey  had d isp a tc h e d  a  

t r u c k  to  P i t t s b u rg h  to  p ick  i t  u p . And ju s t  l a s t  night th e y  had  a  

s u c c e s s fu l  t r y - o u t  a n d  i t  had  w o rk e d .
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By th is  t im e  our bus had r e a c h e d  the tip  of H aines  P o in t  and 

e v e ry b o d y  got out and w ent to the  s m a l l  p la t fo rm  w ith  the  ic y  w inds  

off the  P o to m a c  h u r ry in g  us a lo n g .  The U .S .  M arin e  band - -  the 

e v e r  fa i th fu l  - -  w e re  not h e re  y e t .  We w e re  15 m in u tes  e a r l y .

But no m a t t e r  . Q uickly  w e w en t fo rw a rd  w ith  the ded ica tion  

p r o g ra m  w ith  Stew Udall in tro d u c in g  the p la t fo rm  g u e s t s .  And 

M a ry  L a s k e r  d e s c r ib e d  the  j e t ,  and  p re s e n te d  i t  to the  c i ty  of 

W ash in g to n .

And then  m y  h a i r  w hipping in  the wind and I not m ind ing  and 

g ra te fu l  fo r  m y  w a rm  fu r  co a t  I s a id  m y  l a s t  few public  w o rd s  to  

m y  B e a u tif ic a t io n  C o m m ittee  - -  ge tting  a  lau g h  w hen I b e g a n ,  " C a n  

you b e l ieve i t !  I t ' s  not e i th e r  r a in in g  o r  sno w in g !"

F i r s t  a  s a lu te  to the  th re e  founta ins  th a t  w il l  give th e i r  s p a r k le ,  

t h e i r  so u n d s ,  t h e i r  g r a c e  to  th e  c i ty  - - a  b r i e f  s u m m a r y  of our  

C o m m itte e s  w o rk  - -  sp o n so re d  a  g r e a t  v a r ie ty  of im p ro v e m e n ts  

fo r  the  c i ty  in  lo v e l ie r  p a r k s ,  m o re  cha lleng ing  p la y g ro u n d s ,  

ne ighborhood  c leanup  and r a t  c o n t ro l .  And today  we c e le b r a te  

fo u n ta in s .  And then  I e x p r e s s e d  m y  thanks  to  the d o n o rs  of th e se  

foun ta ins  M r s .  R o se  Za l l e s  and M r s .  E n i d  Haup t. And the 

d o n o rs  of the  H aines P o in t  j e t ,  and the  m an y  peop le  who have  g iven  

of th e i r  t im e  and s k i l l s .  And I know lo ts  of them  m u s t  have had 

f ro z e n  f in g e rs  th e se  l a s t  two days . And then ended w ith  a  s p e c ia l
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V  . . .

sa lu te  to  M a ry  - -  "O u r  guiding s t a r  who has l u r e d ,  p u sh e d ,  le d  

us to w ard  a  m o re  b eau tifu l  W a sh in g to n ."

I t  w as  the m o s t  h u r r i e d  and e a s i e s t  sp e e c h  I can  r e m e m b e r .  

I n m o m e n ts  we w e re  b a c k  on o u r  bus only to  find tha t  i t  w as  

s tu c k ,  h o p e le s s ly ,  i r r e t r i e v a b l y  s tu c k  in  the m u d .  But n o t  even  

th a t  m a t t e r e d  b e c a u s e  th e r e  w as  a n o th e r  bus n e a r  b y .

So M a ry  and I and Jan e  M cDonough got in to  m y  W hite H ouse 

c a r  and sp ed  on to  the  White H ouse w hile  ev e ry b o d y  e ls e  w ith  

la u g h te r  and good h u m o r  got in  the bus tha t w as s tu c k  and  th e n  

in to  the o th e r  one and we a l l  m e t  a  l i t t le  b e fo re  5:00 in  the  Yellow 

Oval Room  to w a rm  up by  the  f i r e  w ith  d r in k s  th a t  w e re  being  

sw if t ly  p a s s e d  and to  look  out a t  the  view o v er  the E n i d  Haupt 

foun ta ins  to  the  J e f f e r s o n  M e m o r ia l .  And to r e m in is c e  w ith  each  

o th e r  abou t our  t r i p s  and our  s u c c e s s e s  and o u r  f a i lu r e s  and  our  

fo u r  y e a r s  .

I  had  tak en  a  m o m e n t to  go in to  Lyndon 's  r o o m .  He w as  in  

b e d .  He looked  s ic k .  I had hoped th a t  he could  com e in  and  se e  

e v e ry b o d y  fo r  ju s t  a  m in u te .  But w hen  I saw h im ,  I  to ld  he should  

not t r y .

So I  w en t b a c k  in to  the  Yellow Room  ju s t  say ing  th a t  I  w as  

going to  a c c e p t  the  r e p o r t  to  the P r e s id e n t  fo r  h im  and p a s s  i t  

a long  l a t e r ,  and he s e n t  in  h is  c o n g ra tu la t io n s  and b e s t  w is h e s  .
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And about th a t  t i m e , in  he w a lk s , looking  pa le  and l ik e  he w as 

p ro p e l le d  on s h e e r  d e te rm in a t io n .  He m ad e  an a m u s in g ,  touch ing  

l i t t l e  s p e e c h ,  thanking  the C o m m ittee  fo r  a l l  they  had  done, and  

f in a l ly  thanking  th em  fo r  giving m e b a c k  to h i m . And I know m a n y  

a t r u e  w o rd  is  spoken  in  j e s t .  He does th ink  I have taken  t im e  aw ay  

f ro m  co m p an io n sh ip  w ith  h im  doing the  th ings th a t  he w an ts  m e  to  

do and in v e s t in g  i t  in  a l l  of th e s e  B ea u tif ica t io n  a c t i v i t i e s . He is  

both v e r y  p ro u d  and a  l i t t le  b it  h u r t  and puzz led  I th in k .  B ut m o s t ly  

p ro u d .  And a s  fo r  m e ,  i t  has  b e e n  the  m a jo r  p e r s o n a l  th e m e  o f th e se  

f o u r  y e a r s  and r i c h ly  b ro ad en in g  .

L a u r a nce R o c k e fe l le r  - -  who e ls e  - -  had had p r in te d  a  s u m m a r y  

of a c t iv i t ie s  of the  C o m m itte e  - - a  v e r y  h an d so m e l i t t le  b o o k le t  done 

by  S h a ro n  I  am  s u re  - -  b r ig h t  b lue w ith  the r e d  and w hite  f lo w e r  on i t .  

N ash  m ad e  a  l i t t l e  ta lk ,  p a s s e d  one a ro u n d  to  ea c h  of the  m e m b e r s .  

T h e re  w as  an h o u r  of w a rm  good fe llow sh ip  and a  com m union  of 

peop le  who have w o rk ed  to g e th e r .  And then by  6:00 they  w e re  g o n e .

But th e  day  w as f a r  f ro m  en d ed .  I had ca l led  C h a r le s  M a g u ire  

e a r l i e r  and a sk e d  h im  if  he could co m e  over  fo r  a  few m in u te s .  And 

so  on s h o r t  n o t ice  he did - -  about 6:30 . And we s a t  by  the f i r e  fo r  abou t 

an  h o u r  and  ta lk ed  abou t how i t  m ig h t  be p o s s ib le  fo r  h im  to  w o r k  on 

ed iting  m y  d ia r y .  He to ld  m e about h is  o th e r  o ffe rs  - -  h is  in d e c is io n  - -  

about r e a l l y  w anting  to p ro c e e d  to get his  d o c to r a te .  He w il l  w r i te  his  

th e s i s  on the  C ab in e t .  We ta lk e d  abou t the a c a d e m ic  a t t i tu d e s  of
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to d ay ,  t h e i r  g e n e r a l  h o s t i l i ty  to  the Jo h n so n  A d m in is t r a t io n .  He 

had  b e e n  seek in g  a  g ra n t  f ro m  a  foundation  so th a t  he could l iv e  a 

y e a r  o r  two and w r i te  th is  th e s is  on the  C ab ine t.  And as  he  p u r su e d  

th is  p u rp o se  w ith  the  u n iv e r s i t i e s  and foundations he b e c a m e  

in c r e a s in g ly  a w a re  of th is  ac t iv e  h o s t i l i ty ,  th is  co m p le te  l a c k  of 

u n d e r s ta n d in g ,  of the  m an  and of the  A d m in is t r a t io n .  He w as  qu ite  

i n t e r e s t e d  in  m y  p ro p o s a l  about the  d ia r y ,  bu t he did no t s a y  y e s .

I s a id  goodbye about 7:30 to  h im  and c a l le d  the  T ip p e tts  and  

they  c a m e  down fo r  th e i r  hou r b y  the f i r e  and we had a  p ic tu re  m ade  

and I  to ld  them  how I v e r y  m u ch  hoped th a t  Lyndon would a t  l e a s t  

g e t  to  s e e  th em  to m o rro w  m o rn in g .  They w ill  be leav in g  to m o rro w  

a f te rn o o n .  We ta lk e d  of P h i l ip 's  hom e w hich  he d e s c r ib e d  a s  a  once 

b e a u t i fu l  old h ouse  on the  A la b a m a  R i v e r . Now i l l  kep t u p .  In w hich 

h is  f a m ily  had liv ed  fo r  7 g e n e ra t io n s  - -  a  dying fa c e t  o f  A m e r ic a n  

l i fe  fo r  s u r e  in  th is  m ob ile  s o c ie ty .

And then  th e y  w en t up to  have th e i r  d in n e r  on a  t r a y  w hile  I  w a ited  

fo r  Lyndon.

He c a m e  in  about 9 :00, b o rn e  along on a  w ave of e la tio n  th a t  w as 

a t co m p le te  v a r i a nce to his  p h y s ic a l  l o o k s . He looked p a le  and  t i r e d  

and  h is  vo ice  c ro a k e d  l ik e  a  f r o g .  But he w as e la te d .  "O h, you ought 

have b een  w ith  m e " ,  he s a id .  "It  w as  the f in e s t  thing you  e v e r  s a w ."
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He had ju s t  been  to  a R ec ep tio n  w hich  w as g iven  in  h is  honor  

b y  th e  h ig h e s t  ran k in g  N e g ro  ap p o in tees  of h is  A d m in is t r a t io n  - -  

S u p re m e  C o u r t  J u s t i c e ,  T hurgood  M a rs h a l l ,  w as  the m a in  s p o k e s m a n .

And he m ad e  a  w o n d erfu l  sp e e c h  he s a id .  And th e r e  had b e e n  abou t 

350 g u e s ts  a t  the S h e r a to n -C a r l to n .  Bob W eav e r  of the C ab in e t and 

C liffo rd  A lex an d e r  of the E qua l E m p lo y m en t O pportun ity  C o m m is s io n .

And Andy B r e m e r  of the F e d e r a l  R e s e r v e  B o a r d .  And W hitney  Young 

and Roy W ilkins .

 ̂ They  had  g iven  h im  a d e s k  s e t  w ith  the in s c r ip t io n ,  "T o  P r e s id e n t

Jo h n so n  - In deep  a p p re c ia t io n  f ro m  the N egro  o ffic ia ls  you 've  

a p p o in te d " .  And T hurgood  M a rs h a l l  had s a id ,  "T he  peop le  in  th is  

ro o m  have com e fo r  ju s t  one p u rp o se  - -  to s a y  ' th an k  you  M r . P r e s i d e n t ' .  

You d id n 't  w a i t .  You took  the  b ull  b y  the h o rn s . You d id n 't  w a i t  fo r  

the  t i m e s .  You m ad e  i t . "  And Lyndon w as a l l  ag low . A t l e a s t  his  

s p i r i t s  w e r e .

We had d in n e r  and we w en t to b e d .  But th a t  w as not the  end of the 

d a y .  S o m etim e  in  the m idd le  of the n ight he c a l le d  m e .  He w as  sh ak in g  

w ith  a c h i l l ,  "I  am  f re e z in g " he s a id .  I p iled  on c o v e r  and ru b b e d  h is  

b a c k  r e a l  f a s t  and  t r i e d  to w a rm  h im  up . I c a l le d  one of the  Chiefs.

T h ey  c a m e  up and took  h is  t e m p e r a t u r e . And I r e a d  a l a r m  in the v o ice  

and  in  the  face  of the C h ie f .  He w an ted  to ca l l  the d o c to r .  N o , s a id  

Lyndon, I w ill  be a l l  r ig h t .
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But the  n ight w as ju s t  a  s e r i e s  of up and down t r ip s  fo r  the 

C h ief .  And a  l i t t le  l a t e r  he did c a l l  the doc to r  - -  I  th ink  m ay b e  i t  

w a s  about 4 :0 0 .  And f in a lly  w hen the  d o c to r  cam e  he w as quite  

in s i s t e n t  th a t  Lyndon should  go to  the h o sp ita l  - -  he p ro p o se d  th a t  

th e y  go v e r y  e a r l y  in  the  m o rn in g .

Lyndon th inks  of a l l  s o r t s  of th ings  - -  the s to c k  m a r k e t ,  the 

n ex t  day  o r  tw o 's  ap p o in tm en ts  and d e c is io n s ,  the r u m o r  m a c h in e s  

w h en ev e r  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  fo r  h im  to dec ide  w h e th e r  o r  not to  go to 

the  h o s p i ta l .  He s a id ,  "N o, we w il l  go about 8:00 o r  9:00 i f  we have 

t o . "

And f in a l ly ,  s o m e w h e re  in  th e  e a r l y  m o rn in g  we d r if te d  off to 

s l e e p  and s le p t  un til  8 :00 . And then  the  d o c to rs  c a m e  in  m a s s  and 

he w as  s ic k  enough and w illing  enough to go to the  h o s p i ta l .  And th a t  

is  w hen  I fe l t  th a t  the day f in a lly  c a m e  to  an e n d ,  b e c a u se  I w en t to m y  

ro o m  and tu m b led  in to  the bed fo r  a b r i e f  hou r of obliv ion b e fo re  I 

b eg an  W ed n esd ay .
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