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It wag one of the longes‘t da;lr.s of ' my stay in the _Whi'te House}.'

Lyndon was :aw'a;ke' very early. His cold was awf>ul,‘ and we _h'ad'f
‘break_fa_.st a little past 7:06. |

-Ileft with Simone and Harry Middleton about 9:30 té go to the
Naval Photo Lab to look at the September InterLock. . It W;a,s very
gdod. ' Tixey are .deﬁnitely gettirﬁg' better. We 'su'ggzes‘i»:ed very minor
cha-nges, thanked the staff, and i@as back at the White House in good
time f(:;r my ‘12:60 appointmeﬁt with vClarkaI‘ifford. . |

We met .in the Lincoln Sitting Room by a fire; Often I go fo him

on questions of judgement -- they are interwoven strands of ethics .

and legality and g'ood taste and just plain common sense, all interwoven .

" Then you state the problem and try to come to the best conclusion. I

- value his advice always and follow it usually, This time I wanted to

talk about what I should do with the inco_me derived from the

.sale of this diary. Clark considered it quietly for a moment and then

said that he saw no reason why I shouldn't -kee.pv pax;t of it 6r. all df it
if I wantéd to. .I told him my pia.ns wefe to give half of an undivicied-
interest to the f‘oundation and fetain the other half for myself.

| Iwas a little sﬁ-rprised to hear him say that he fhé'ught we neéd
not make any énnouncement;—- public that is -- as to the ﬁguré for -

which it sold. Announcement or no, I think the .ﬁgure' will out andAif
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we don't state it,B;ieﬂy and at once w'henever it is done’, I think
it will i)e spe;:ﬁlated about and printed about untill it haé groWn
three times as Big.‘ ' | |

So, my présent plan is that we will do nothing at all until we
afe out of the White House and the-n very soon -- shorﬂy after »
January 21st -- we will .proc.eed to sell 1t |

And the second thing 1 had to ask Clark was about the Latrobe

mantel. I brought in the glos sy prints of them and told him the story.

I am very proud that the house has them. It is a major acquisition
during fny time. And Itold him that we planned to put the larger one
in my bedroom and the smaller one in Luci's bedroom‘.

And thén we got to the delicate rnatt_er' of whé,t should we do with

the plague that is on the pres'enf mantel in my bedrOom‘.‘ Architecturally

that will take some figuring out. The preseh’t plaque is I think ‘just put
on withm. And if it is removed, it is doubtful that it would fit |

on the new mantel. Should the same inscription then be perhaps

_engraved on the marble ? We decided that that'decision should be

left up to my successor, and I would neither remove nor reinstall.

We finished a little before 1:00, and since was time for the Tuesday

and Dick Helms and the rest of the Tuesday group. So I left him to

lunch Clark was just a little early for the Secretary of State and Lyndon -




. MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Tuesday, December 17, 1968 . - Page3

- study sorne papers, and I wentl up to the Solarila.‘rn to have lunch
\witn Belle and Phil Tony and Magtiana were out. I think he f‘eels_v,
the need of.the selace of his grandchildren. And Elloi‘se.was with
her committee meetings.
Marilyn i.s keeping Belle and Phiiip busy‘.going from the Capitol
te the art gaiieriee to theﬁnonumenté; And then in a little chink of
_tlme like this we talk about Flora and Elaine and Barniece and Aunt
Belle and Bllllngsly and Uncle Claude and playlng‘m the Branch
when we were 7 and 8. And I do not have the ‘sense of a full v151t
thaf I would like. But.somethind beats nothing And that has had
to be my total phllosophy here in the White House .
There was time for just abour a 30-m1nute review of the ‘mat.erial
_ and. the agenda for our Beautification meeting and going ever the» |
guest list and changing into my Alaska undervclothes -and my pretty‘
p'eac.n wool dress. And then down int;o the Blne Room Qhere the
fire was crackiing a-nd there was sherry and coffee. And asse.rnbled'
- was a pretty good r;_uota of‘ the Beantification ,Commiti;ee -- for‘this
~ our ﬁnally'xl‘ast rneeting% Brooke Astor and Fred Farr and Kayé Granam,
iqoking really dr.awn and weary -~ just recevering rrom the flu. And |
Jobn Hechinger whom I thanked for his dear letter . And Rudy Kaufman '
and Mary Lasker with her Secretary, Jane MeDonne . Katie Louchhelm

. 2 JOR
and Mrs. Cary Parker and Ad-reaa.al Phlllps . And of course Laurq_nCe ,
: i A :
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Rockefeller; And Libby Rowé. And our garden club lady,
Mrs. Rolmeig. And AdamlRum'asvl.mvsky and Bill Svc‘hmidt and |
Pou.i Shackleton. And Bill Walton and Stew Udall and Walter
Washingt§n. And Tom Fletcher as well. And of coﬁrse Nash , |
Castro. And John Walker and Diaﬁa, wh§ is &istr%ght about her |
daddy, but déte:mined to seek out the best rne:dical‘solut‘i.on to
his pz;oblem. |

I thiﬁk evérybod.y had made a great effort i:o get heré for 3 _ N
the last rheetihg.n And there were in additionv_‘the aénors of the |
fountain in the Ellipse -- Mrs. Rose and the Francis Sauls
and the Ralph Beckers. And the top executives of PEPCO, who

themselves had made a sizeable contribution tolthe fountain at the

- end of Haines Péint‘ by donafing the pc'>wer lines. '.And the deéigner ‘
of the water jét’ jtself -- the Hammels who had come all the way
from Califorﬁia; "And Connie Wirth and Carol Forta;s, the 'i‘reasurer |
of fﬁé-socigty for a MOre’ Bea.utiful Capit‘al". And the President of |
the Minne;soté Granite Company wbo had dénated in part a.tl: least
-the erllormous ‘sla.bs of granite in the Inyathawked=?) fountains.
So there was a little time.in the Biue Room fqr‘ me to go from
one to another‘ and thank them for their partvin makiﬁg bthese fountains

pos sible.
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And thén rather quickly into a bus -- what elsé;}f -- for our
last tour -- the 'fountain £our", stoppinéﬁrst ini the West Ellipse
and posing with Rose Zallfs in the most .m.agniﬁcent:‘fur coa; v(i't lookéa
like Fox and would have protected ﬁer at thé North Poie) . We pos‘ed
~ on the éite of the new fountain r;xlpng with a drawing of it. Wdrk will

begin this spring.
o -
i

And then down to the completed Hawked fountains that from
Constitution Avenue framed the White House thé,t you .view across
the‘-Presi_den.t's Park. And from the T.ruman Balcony it ‘fr‘a.mes fhe
approach to the vJéffersoa Memorial .‘ ‘They are enormous saucers
of grantite. A.nd'the story of how théy got -here is a s'aa.ga,. itéelf..
They were téo wide. to come through tunngls and too heavsr to go ‘on‘ .
certain stretcheé of rﬁad. And so they tra.véled thousands of miles |
from the Minﬁésota quai'ry where 'thley were dug to reach this spot on
Constitution Avenue and to be chiseled out in place hére,infé the
' shval,llow bowl from which the fountain rises '16 feet high. -
There was a brisk wind. ‘Everybody huddled closé by. I pressed
the button, and up rose the jet; And here I think we perhaps .mac.le a
mistake. 1 think they should havé been'higher in scale to match the
m'avjest:y of Constitution .Avenue and the Wl;ite House in the distance.:

Emmet Hawk was absent a.nd very my ch missed. And most of

all, Liz, who would have loved today, because it was a day of reapin’g,.

P
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a day of finally turning over to fhe city what we had been wo.rking. ‘
- on for months or' years. | |
And then we .were Back into the bus and out to Hainés Point
with Nash on the P.A. system expiaining fo us about the 1846
cherry trees and a description of the fﬁuhtain that we were
apprdaching. It was to be a 255-foot high spray of water that
flashed up\;vard ffom é. ﬂoating structure just off the tip of Haines
Point -~ the most drarﬁatic of the three 'fountains we v;/ere ,seeiﬁg
todaj and one of thefmost drama;:ic sights in vWa;shington; And it |
wbﬁld be framgd by a ;;lanting ‘cvf'e.ve.rgrevens and flowering trees .
that would direct yoqr' eyes to the end of the §oi§t; It cost $180,000
and it was the gift of the Society for %1 More Beautiful Capital; And _
;[knevs;',_ and Iv .expect most éf us icnevs), that .it was 1n very gr.eét part
- of the gift of Mary Lasker,

- Then he descri;bed some of the cliff-hanger details of ifs
installation of the last fewb days -- how it had become stuck on a
mud ban_k, how one of the motors ‘had been frozen in our terrific -
cold spell and they ha‘c'l.to send all theiway_i:b Califof_nia. fo;; a new |
one and it couldn't'be flown to Wa;shingi:on; There was no. direct
flight. But it could to Pittsburgh. And so they had dispatched a - |
truck to Piftsburgh to piqk it up. And just' Iaét'ni'ght.' they had a

successful 'try—out'and. it had worked.
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By.this tin;xe our bus had reached the tipr‘;)f Haines Point and
e.verybody got out and went to thé érhall pla:tform‘wit‘;h the iéy winds
off thé Potomac hurrying 'us,alor_xg . The U.S.'Mé.rine ban;l -- the
evef faitiif;zl -- w;are not her.ve yet. We Were 15 minutes eariy.

Bu;‘. no matter. Quickly we went forward‘with the dedication
program with Stew Udall introducing the élatform gueéts . ‘And
Mary Lasker devscvribed the jet, and presented it 'tlo the city of
-Wasi;xington. - |

And then my hair'whippir"xg in the‘ wind and I not mindiﬁg and
grateful fér rﬁy warm fur coat I said fny last few public words to
m.y Beautification Committee -~ getting a lé.ugh when I began, v”Ca;Vv.‘n
you belive it! Ii:'s not ‘eitl"1er' rraining or snbwihg rm |

F-irst. a salute to the three f&untains that will give their sParkle',

. their s"ounds‘,' their gface to the city -- a brief s.»u'mrha.rAy of our
Commit‘tees wqu -- 5ponsore_&fa .great variety of impz;ovements
for: the city 1n lovelier pafks, more challenging playgfounds,
neighl:;orhood'cle_:anup and ra.i.t conti‘ol»; And ‘tod'a.y we célebrate'
fountai-:';s .‘ And tﬁen I expressed my tha'nks to thé donofs of these
fquntains -+ Mrs. Rose Mand Mrs. Er‘rklme‘t;, HaWk; And the |
donors. 6£'the Haine; Point jevt, and the many peiople who have given
of their time Aand skills. And I knowi_lo!‘:s" of thérﬁn must'have‘ihavd.

frozen fingers these last two days. And then ended with a special
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- salute to Mary -= “Our guiding star who has lured, pushed, led
us toward a more beautiful Washington."

It was the most hurried and easiest speech I can remember.

ﬁmdﬂn moments we were back on our bus only to find that it was |

stuck, hopelessly, irretrievably stuck in the mud. But not even
that mattered because there was another bus near by.
’3"’\.""‘*\] :
So Mary and I and Jane McDonna got 1nto my’ Whlte House
‘car and sPed on to the White House while everybody else with

laughter and good humor got in the bus that was stuck and then

into the other one and we all met a little before 5:00 in the Yellow

Oval Room to warm up by the fire awrd with drinks that were being

swiftly passed and to look out at the view over the Emmet Hawk

fountains to the Jefferson Memorial. And to reminisce with each

other about our trips and our successes and our failures and our

four yeers .
I had taken & moment to go into Lyndon's room. He was in

bed. - He looked.sick. I had hoped that he could come in and see

everybody for just a m'inute.. ‘But when I sav‘v him; I told he should .

not try.
So I went back into the Yellow Room ‘j.ust'saying that I was
going to accept the report to the President for him and pass it

along later, and he sent in his congratulations and best wishes.
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And about thé.t time, in he walks, looking pale and liice he was
proéelled on sheer deter‘mi‘nation. "He macie an am‘uvsir.ig,. touching
little sPeech thanking the Commlt'tee for a11 they had done, and
vfmally thanking them for giving me back to him. And I know many
‘a true word is spoken in gest, He does think I haye taken time away
frofn éompanionshib with hil;n dbing the things_that heIWants me to
do and investing it in all of these Be)a.utification.act.:i.vities . Heis |
both very préud and a little bit hurt and puzzled I think. But i:nostly.r’
prou&. And as for me; it has been the‘,.ma.jor persc;nal_t}iemé of these
four yearé and richly broadening; |

Laurence Rockefeller -- who else -- haa had printed a sﬁmmafy
of activities of tfxe Committee ~- a vé:_:y handsome liftle bookl‘le.t,do‘né
by Sinaron Iam sure -- bright blue vﬁth the red and thité’ ﬂow_ef. on it.
Na‘sh} made a little talk, passed on e a‘r'o‘und to eacﬁ_ of the members.
There was an hour of warm good féllowship and a cdmmgﬁion of
people who havg worked together; And then bjr 6:00 thc.ey‘were' gone .

But fhe day was far from .ende-:'d.. I had called Cha.rles Magu1re
earller and a.sked him if hé could come over for a few minutes. And »
so on s.hort notice he did -- é.boutg 6°30. And we sat by the fire for a.boutg
an hour and talked about how it mlghf be p0581b1 e  for him to work on

editing my d1ary He told me about his other offers -~ his 1ndec1s1on -
about really wantmg to proceed to get his doctora.te. 'He will write his

thesis on the Cabinet. We talked about the academic.é.ttitudes of

P
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today, their genéral hostility to the Johnson Administration. He

had been seekmg a grant from a foundatlon so tha.t he could live a

year or two and write this thesis on the Cabinet. And as he pursued

this- purpos.e with the universities and foundations he became

increasingly aware of this active hostility, this complete lack of

~understanding, pf the man and of the Administration . He was quite

' 1nterested in my proposal about the dla.ry, but he did not say yes.

I said goodbye about T2 30 to him and called the Tippetts and

they came down for their hour by the fire a.nd' we had a picture made

. - and I told them how I very much hoped that Lyndon would at least
-get to seevther‘n tomorrow morning. They will be leaving tomorrow '

.a.fternoon'. We talked of Ph111p s home whlch he descnbed as a once

beautiful old house on the Alaba.ma Rlver . Now 111 kept up. In wh1ch
his family ha.d lived for 7 generations -- a'dying facet of American

life for sure in this mobile society.

And then they went up to have their dinner on a tray while I w-aited

for Lyndon.
 He came in about 9:00, borne along on a wave of elation that was

at complete varience to his physical looks. He looked pale and tired

and his voice croaked like a frog But he was elated | '""Oh, you ought

have been with me'', he said. '"It was the fmest thing you ever saw."
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He had jﬁst been to a Recep.f'ion which was given in his honor
by the highest ranking Negro e'ppoinf:ees of his Adrﬁinistration --

‘ Supreme Court Justice, Thurgood Marshall was the main Spokesma.n.
And he made a wonderful sPeech he said. And there had been about
350 guests at the Sheraton- Carlton. Bob Weaver of the Cabmet and
Clifford Alexander of the Equal Emplvoyment' O_pportunity Commission.
And Aedy Bremer of the Federal Reserve Board. And Whit;ney Yaﬁng :
and Roy Wilkins. |

They hadv givee him a deek set ﬁith the ipscri'ption; 'A‘To Pr’esi‘dent ,
Johneon - In deep app:eciaﬁon ffom the Negro officiels yeu've
appointed'. And Thurgood Marshall had said, "The people 1n this |

. room have come for just one pu‘rpose‘ --to -say 'thank ymi Mr. President!.
You didn't wait. You took the bull 5y.the horns. You didn't wait for
t;he times. You rﬁade it." And Ljndon was all a;glow; At lea,st.his
spirits werev.

We had dinﬁer and we went to bed. But that was not the‘ end of the
da&. 'éemetime in.the middle of the night he 'ealled r‘n‘e.. He we.e shekipg
with a ch:\ll “i am freezihg“he s‘a‘id. .I.piled on cover aﬁd rubbed his
'beck.real fast_ and fried to warm him up; 'I called one of the Chiefs.
Thefr'came up and teok his te;mperaeure .. And I.re'ad elarrp 1n the.voice_ '
and in It_he face of the Chief.‘ He wanted to c'all‘ the doceor. nl\lIo, said

Lyndon, I will be all right.
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. But the. nig'ht was just a series of up and down trips for the
Chief._ .And a little later he dia call the doctor -- I think ‘r'naybe it
‘.w as about 4:00. And finall.y when the cblo‘ctor came he was quit;e
_in‘sistent that Lyndon should go to the hos'-pital' - hé proposed that
they go \}ery.early in th;e morning.
Lyhdoﬁ thinks of all sorts of thiﬁgs - the stock market, the -
next day or two's appqintmeﬁts and decisioﬁs, the rumof machi.nes
. whenever it is heCessary for hirﬁ to decide. whethver or not-‘to go to
‘the hgspital. He said, '"No, we bwill govabout 8:60 or 9:00 if we have ,'
to. n E
And finally,b somewhere in the' early mqfning we drifted off to
sle;ep‘,and slept until 8:06. And then the doctors came in masé and
hé was sick enough and willing enough to g§ to the ﬁqspital;~ And that
is when I felt that the day ﬁn_ally came t.o an end ., because I went to ‘m'y
room and tumbled into the bed for a brief hpur of oblivion before I

began Wednesday.
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