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It w as  a n o th e r  day  of b a t te r in g  em otions  and even ts . A f te r  I had 

le f t  L y n d o n 's  ro o m  I  r e s t e d  only about an h o u r  - -  unable  to a c tu a l ly  

s l e e p .  And th en  I got up , m ade  r e a d y  fo r  the day and w as out in  the 

W e s t  H all by  9:30 to m e e t  C a ro l  F o r t a s .  J u s t  a t  th a t  m o m e n t  Lyndon 

cam e  f ro m  h is  b ed ro o m  headed  fo r  the h o s p i ta l ,  bundled  up in  h is  

d a r k  o v e rc o a t  w ith  his  ha t on, looking  i l l  but v e r y  m u ch  in c h a rg e  

of th ings. And I th ink  he w as r ig h t  not to go dash ing  off to the 

h o sp ita l  a t  4:00 in  the  n ig h t.

I k i s s e d  h im  goodbye as  C a ro l  c a l l e d  out a  g re e t in g  and he w as 

gone. And we ta lk e d  fo r  h a lf  an  hour o r s o .  And I told C a ro l  m y  

p lan s  to give ha lf  of the  undiv ided  in t e r e s t  in m y  d ia r y  to the 

F o unda tion  and r e t a in  h a lf  fo r  m y s e l f  w hich would be pa id  out to  m e 

in  in s ta l lm e n ts  o v e r  s a y  p o s s ib ly  f ive  y e a r s . She thought i t  m ad e  

s e n s e  and w as  qu ite  p o s s ib le  and would do so m e  e s t im a t in g  on the 

ta x e s  of the  v a r io u s  in s ta l lm e n ts .

I c a l le d  M ild re d  S tega ll  and asked  h e r  to p r e p a r e  a  r e s u m e  of 

m y  in co m e and ta x e s  o v er  about fou r  y e a r s  - -  one s e le c te d  b e fo re  

w e c a m e  in to  the P r e s id e n c y ,  and  then  th re e  of the y e a r s  s in c e  we 

have been  in the P r e s id e n c y .

C aro l  is  a t  once one of the c o o le s t  and w a r m e s t  peop le  I know .

And we a r e  fo r tu n a te  beyond w o rd s  to  have had them  fo r  f r ie n d s  for
f''.

m o re  than  th re e  d ecad es  now.
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Then I ca l le d  M a rg y  M c N a m a ra  and told h e r  th a t  Lyndon had 

gone to the  h o s p i ta l .  We would not be th e re  fo r  d in n e r .  But oh y e s ,

I w ould a d o re  to com e b y , a t  l e a s t  fo r  a d r in k  b e fo re  d in n e r .

Then I m ad e  a  s e r i e s  of c a l ls  to  E a r l  D eathe  about a  p r o je c to r  

fo r  Luci and to  John F le m in g  about a  r a r e  book fo r  Lynda - -  Tom  

S a w y e r ,  "A Wind in  the W illo w s" ,  an  e a r ly  ed it io n , i l l u s t r a t e d  by  

M r .  S h e p h a rd .  A s t r in g  of o th e r  c a l ls  about m y  m a n y - fa c e te d  l i fe  - -  

J .  C .  K ella m  .and J .  B . W es t and D iana M acA rth ur  about T ony .

And then  about 12:30 I le f t  fo r  B e th esd a  N aval H o s p i ta l .  A lw ays
• . . .

e x cep t  once I have loved  th a t  d r iv e .  It soo thes  the  s p i r i t .  And now 

as  we d ro v e  p a s t  the  K ennedy Cul t u r a l  C en te r  I looked  up and th e r e  

w as  the s t a r  ag a in ,  and below i t ,  oddly , the w o rd  B e th le h e m .  I  

suppose  the m a k e r  of the big s te e l  b e a m .

Lyndon is  in the c o m fo r ta b le  P r e s id e n t i a l  s u i t e .  He w as  ju s t  

ly ing  t h e r e .  In f a c t ,  th a t  is  w hat he did a l l  day  - -  and fo r  a  couple  

of days  - -  not ta lk in g ,  not re a c t in g  to anything - -  a  v e r y  u n ty p ica l  

p o s tu r e  fo r  Lyndon and the m e a s u r e  of how s ic k  he w as .

D uring  the  day  his  fe v e r  w en t up and dow n. It w as  as  h igh  a s  1 0 3 . 6 

once I  th in k .  ,

I w en t in to  the b e d ro o m  r e s e r v e d  fo r  m e  and g ra te fu l ly ,  b l i s s fu l ly ,  

w en t  to s le e p  and s le p t  two h o u rs  .
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A l i t t le  p a s t  4:00 I r e t u r n e d  to the W hite H ouse , s a id  goodbye to 

the  T ip p e tts  o v e r  a cup of te a  in the W est H a ll ,  to ld  Tony a  l i t t l e  b i t  

abou t the  p a r ty  we w e re  having d o w n s ta ir s  fo r  the u n d e rp r iv i le g e d  

c h i ld re n  - -  200 of them  f ro m  J u n io r  V il lag e ,  and 50 f ro m  the S o u th w es t 

a r e a .  I t ' s  j u s t  the  s o r t  of thing he would a d o re  com ing  to  w a tc h .

But I to ld  h im  no ad u lts  w e re  inv ited  excep t Santa  Claus. This  p a r ty  

is  a lw ays  happy p an d em o n iu m . And he m oves  so  u n c e r ta in ly  on his  

cane  - -  M a t i a n n a  to  help  h im .

And th en  I su m m o n ed  up a  big sm ile  to go w ith  m y  C h r i s tm a s  

r e d  w ool d r e s s  and w en t down s t a i r s  to the E a s t  Room  ju s t  in  t im e  

to s e e  the  f ina le  of the W iz a rd  of Oz - -  a l l  th o se  de ligh tfu l c h a r a c t e r s  

l in e d  up on the s ta g e  - -  D oro thy  and the s c a r e  crow  and the  tin  m a n  

in  h is  m a rv e lo u s  co s tu m e  and the co w ard ly  lion  and the  w icked  w itch  

of the  W es t  looking v e r y  f i e r c e .  It w as  a  p re c io u s  s ig h t  - -  good 

t h e a t r e  to  a  good a u d ie n c e .

The c h i ld re n  w e re  a l l  s i t t in g  fo rw a rd  in  th e i r  c h a i r s , and  m an y  

of them  had m oved down and s a t  on the  f lo o r  r ig h t  up c lo se  to  th e  

s ta g e  o r even  on the s te p s  m ounting  to  the s ta g e .

I m ad e  m y  w ay  am ong th e m , waving a t  W a lte r  and M rs  . W ash in g to n  

and th e i r  cute  l i t t l e  g ra n d d a u g h te r ,  l i t t le  E la in e  J u l es- R o s e tt e, in  an 

a d o ra b le  C h r i s tm a s  d r e s s  - -  p ro b ab ly  s t r a ig h t  f ro m  P a r i s  - -  g l im p se d
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Luci a c r o s s  the ro o m  in c o n v e r sa t io n  with  a  g roup  of c h i ld re n  and 

holding P a t r i c k  Lyn in h e r  a r m s .  She had w e lco m ed  the  c h i ld re n  

and in tro d u c e d  the show , s tand ing  in  as  h o s te s s  fo r  m e .  She has  a 

r a r e  and w o n d e rfu l  ta le n t  fo r  t h i s . And I m u s t  give to th is  H ouse 

c r e d i t  a s  one of h e r  te a c h e r s ,  fo r  develop ing  h e r  s e n se  of 

r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  and h e r  g e n e ro u s  g r a c e  w ith  c row ds.

Up on the  s tag e  I thanked  a l l  the c a s t  fo r  the p le a s u re  th e y  had 

g iven  the c h i ld re n .  And th e r e  w e re  p ic tu re s  . And then  I le d  the 

w ay  to  the S ta te  Dining R oom , g a th e r in g  th re e  o r  four l i t t le  g u e s ts  

a long the w a y .  And th e re  w e re  the f a m i l ia r  l i t t le  low ta b le s  and  t iny  

c h a i r s  w ith  abou t 10 g u es ts  a t  e a c h ,  ra n g in g  f ro m  five to e lev en  y e a r s  

o ld .  And a l l  th e se  J u n io r  V illage  c h i ld re n  a r e  so  w ell  b e h a v e d . It 

s a y s  so m e th in g  to  u s ,  and not a  p o p u la r  so m eth in g  th e se  d a y s .  But 

th e y  a r e  d isc ip l in e d  and th ey  a r e  w e ll  b e h av ed .

L u c i had P a t r i c k  on h e r  la p ,  who w as h o s te s s  a t  one of the  t a b l e s , 

And I a t  a n o th e r ,  and b eg an  to s t r ik e  up a  c o n v e rsa t io n  - -  "W h a t 's  

y o u r  nam e ? W hat g ra d e  a r e  you in ?  I ’l l  p a s s  th e se  cookies  over  

h e re  and would you o v er  yonder  p a s s  th a t  p la te  fu l l?  And te l l  m e ,  

w h ich  one did you l ik e  b e s t ? "

They w e r e  as  v a r ie d  and d i f f e re n t  as  any  o th e r  g roup  of c h i ld r e n .  

F r o m  one I could b a r e ly  e l ic i t  any  r e s p o n s e  - -  ju s t  a  shake  of the h ead  

and a  v a c a n t  s t a r e .  And a n o th e r 's  eyes  w e re  sp a rk l in g  and e x c i ted
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s e n te n c e s  w e re  tum bling  ou t.  S e v e ra l  of them  w an ted  to  know about 

the  P r e s i d e n t .  " W h e re 's  J o h n s o n ? " ,  sa id  on e . P ro b a b ly  80 p e r c e n t  

w e re  N e g r o e s .  All w e re  d r e s s e d  u p . You could  se e  an  e f fo r t  had  

b een  m a d e .  T h e re  w e re  b r ig h t  l i t t le  r e d  b o o t i e s  on the  boys. And 

lo ts  of the  g i r l s  in r e d  o r  g re e n  f r i l l y  C h r is tm a s  d r e s s e s .

The tin  m an  and the s c a r e  c row  and the co w ard ly  l io n  and 

D o ro th y  and the  w icked  w itch  - -  a l l  th o se  de ligh tfu l c h a r a c t e r s  - -  

m ad e  th e i r  w ay  f ro m  tab le  to tab le  to the ex c ited  sq u e a ls  of the  l i t t le  

g u e s t s .  And th e r e  w e re  a bevy  of o u r  young h o s te s s e s  on hand - -  

c h i ld re n  of the  s ta f f  u s u a l ly .  I  am  s u r e  th e i r  f i r s t  and m o s t  f re q u e n t  

du ty  w as to e s c o r t  the young ones to the b a th ro o m .

T his  is  one of m y  fa v o r i te  p a r t i e s  in  th is  house  - -  o u r  f if th  and 

l a s t  one - -  a l l  b e a u t i fu l ly  p lanned  by B e ss  .

I  s tay ed  only about 30 m in u te s .  And w aving goodbye and M e r r y  

C h r i s tm a s  b e fo re  Sandy F o x ,  the  S an ta  C l a u s ,  m ad e  h is  e n t r y  a s  the  

s t a r  of the  o c c a s io n .

I le f t  the  f ie ld  to  L u c i - -  the  p e r f e c t  h o s te s s  fo r  th is  p a r ty  - -  and 

w en t u p s ta i r s  to the Yellow Oval Room  to  m y  R ecep tion  fo r  the  photo 

la b  p e r s o n n e l .  T h e se  w e re  the people  f ro m  O kie 's  shop who have 

p ro d u c e d  o u r  m a rv e lo u s  c o l le c t io n  of s t i l l s  - -  the b e s t  I  b e l ie v e  th a t  

an y  P r e s id e n t  has  had - -  an h i s to r i c a l  r e c o r d  w ithout p a r a l l e l .

MEMORANDUM

THE W HITE HOUSE
W A S H  I N  O T O N
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B u t,  a l a s ,  the b o ss  w as not t h e r e .  Okie w as s ic k  w ith  the f lu .

His w ife w as  one of the f i r s t  I  g r e e te d .  M o st of them  I  had to 

be in tro d u c e d  to ,  though I s e e  th e i r  w o rk  e v e r y  day  I  do no t know 

th e m  as  I  do T o m m y  A dkins and Bob K nudson.

Once m o re  th e r e  w e re  b a r s  in the  ha ll  and ho t h o rs  d 'o e u v re s  

b e ing  p a s s e d .  And th e r e  w as a guide s tanding  by  to take  th em  to  the 

Qu e e n s '  Room  and the T r e a ty  Room  and the L inco ln  R o o m .

I  w en t f ro m  g roup  to  g roup  e x p re s s in g  m y  a p p re c ia t io n  and m y  

^  fee ling  th a t  w e  had a l l  s h a r e d  in  p roduc ing  so m eth in g  th a t  h i s t o r y

w ould find v e r y  e x c i t in g .

And then  I d e s c r ib e d  som eth ing  of how the  John so n s  had l iv e d  

in and en joyed  th is  lo v e ly  Yellow Oval Room w hich  th ey  had p ro d u c e d  

so  m a n y  t im e s  in  p h o to g rap h s  ,  and w hich  none of the w iv es  had 

s e e n  and m an y  of them  had no t s in ce  th ey  a r e  the l a b o r a to r y  w o r k e r s  ,

M r .  P e r  w as  w aiting  to give m e a  c o m b -o u t .  I  s lip p ed  in to  the • 

b lue  d r e s s  th a t  I had  w o rn  to L y n d a 's  wedding and le f t  a  l i t t l e  b e fo re  

8:00 to  go to the M c N a m a ra ' s to the  d in n e r  th a t  had b e e n  p lan n ed  in 

h o n o r  of Lyndon - -  fee ling  fo r  once a c tu a l ly  s o r r y  for h im ,  fo r  th is  

w as going to  be h is  n igh t.  L a s t  night had b een  a t  the N eg ro  o f f ic ia l s ' 

R e c e p tio n ,  and he had  enjoyed  i t .  And I looked fo rw a rd  to h im  

enjoying ton igh t to o , b e c a u se  th is  C abinet th a t  he w o rk s  w ith  i s  a
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w o n d e rful  a s s e m b la g e  of m e n .  And I fe l t  th e r e  would be a  w a r m  

and in t im a te  a tm o s p h e r e .  And so m e  w o rd s  of s h a re d  t ro u b le s  

and t r iu m p h s  th a t  would be  good fo r  h im  to h e a r . And now he w as  

going to  m i s s  i t .

We d ro v e  down T r a c e y  P la c e  and th e  c a r  cam e  to a  h a l t .  And 

I got out and w en t up to  the door th inking i s n ' t  i t  funny, I 'v e  b e e n  

to two p a r t i e s  a t  th is  house  fo r  m y two m a r ry in g  d a u g h te rs  and  s tood  

a t  th a t  d o o r  fo r  p h o to g ra p h s ,  not to  m en tion  s e v e r a l  a r r iv al s  a t  

p a r t i e s  . And som ehow  it  d o e s n 't  look  l ik e  I r e m e m b e r e d  i t .  But 

such  w as m y  fa i th  in  the S e c re t  S e rv ic e  tha t  I n e v e r  q u e s tio n e d  i t .

I knocked  on the d o o r . P r e s e n t ly  a  b u t le r  opened i t .  I  w en t in  and 

s t a r e d  in to  a  h a l l  th a t  I had n e v e r  s e e n  b e f o r e .  No p ic tu r e ,  no p iece  

of f u r n i tu r e ,  no f a c e .  The b u t le r  and I s ta r e d  a t  e a c h  o th e r  in  

g row ing  con fu s io n , and in a  m o m en t I su m m o n ed , "Is  th is  the 

M c N a m a ra 's  h o u s e ? "  No, Ma'am .  "p le a se  ex cuse  m e ."  And sw ift ly  

I w en t out the  d o o r .

W ell ,  i t  m u s t  have p ro v id ed  an in te re s t in g  note fo r  the  g u e s ts  

w h o ev e r  th e y  w e re  a t  th a t  house  th a t  n ig h t .  And we w en t on down 

the  s t r e e t  about a  h a lf  a  b lo ck  - -  m y  d r iv e r  and A gent m u ch  

c h a g r in e d .  And we w alked  in  to be g r e e te d  by  M arg y  and B ob , the 

h o s t s ,  and m o s t  of Lyndon 's  C abine t a t  a  w a rm  and l iv e ly  p a r t y .

MEMORANDUM

THE W HITE HOUSE
W A S H I N O T O N
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M o st e v e ry b o d y  w as th e re  - -  D ean and V irg in ia  R u sk ,  H en ry  F o w le r  

and C la rk  C lif fo rd .  But w ithout T rudye  and M a rn y .  M arg y  to ld  m e 

she  had had  th r e e  c a n c e l la t io n s  th is  m o rn in g .  F o r  in s ta n c e  the 

C e le b re z z e s  had b een  co m in g .  And I  h a v e n 't  s e e n  th em  in  y e a r s .

And how I would a d o re  i t .  The f lu  is  tak ing  its  to l l  e v e ry w h e re .

And the N ick  K a tzenbachs  - -  who u se d  to  be A tto rn e y  G e n e ra l  - -  an d  

ta l l  R a m s e y  C la rk ,  s tand ing  q u ie t ly  in  the  b a c k g ro u n d ,  in deed  one 

of the  m o s t  in te re s t in g  and d if f icu lt  to u n d e rs ta n d  m e m b e r s  of the 

C ab in e t .

And th e r e  w e re  L a r r y  O 'B r ie n  and E lv a  who c a m e  up to m e 

a n d  s a id ,  " R e m e m b e r  m e to the P r e s i d e n t . " I s a id ,  " I  w i l l " . And 

M a rv in  W atson  w ith  lo v e ly  M a r ia n ,  looking - -  or  w as  i t  m y  im a g in a t io n  - -  

no t qu ite  one of th is  c row d y e t ,  b u t  n e v e r th e le s s  a  deep  i n t e r - a s s u r a n c e  

and  p o i s e .

And th o se  o th e r  two who have b een  m e m b e r s  of the  C abine t a lo n g  

w ith  D ean R u sk  s in c e  i t  b egan  in  '61 - -  Stew U dall, w ith  a  bubbling L e e .  

And O rv il le  and Jan e  F r e e m a n  to  whom  I n a tu ra l ly  g r a v i ta te  - -  we j u s t  

s e e m  to  have m o re  to ta lk  a b o u t .  B oth  m y  lik ing  and m y  r e s p e c t  a r e  

d e e p .

1

I did no t s e e  C . R .  S m ith .  But John Connor w as th e r e  w ith  M a ry .  

Once m o re  a ff lu en tly  e n s c o n c e d  in  the  b u s in e s s  w o r ld .  B ut M a ry  a t



(

c

(

THE WHITE HOUSE
W A S H I N O T O N

. W ed n esd ay , D e c e m b e r  18, 1968 P ag e  9

le a s t  took  an  a ffec tio n a te  b a ck w ard  look  over  h e r  sh o u ld e r  a t  th e i r  

C ab ine t days . I a lw ays r e m e m b e r  h im  as  the b e s t  d a n c e r  of the 

C a b in e t .  And B ill  W ir tz  and J a n e .  And the W ilbur Cohens - -  

w o n d erfu l  p e o p le .  E v e ry  G o v e rn m e n t should  have so m e  W ilbur 

Cohens in  i t .  And h a n d so m e ,  ro m a n tic  John G a rd n e r  - -  a  l i t t l e  

alo of[?] about A r e t a .  She is  i l l  he s a id .  And Bob W eav er  w ithou t 

E l l a .  And Bob s e e m e d  the m o s t  p le a s e d  m an  in  the g ro u p .  I t  w as  

h e ,  i t  tu rn e d  out, who had had a  s iz e a b le  hand in  p lanning  l a s t  

n ig h t 's  a c t iv i ty  fo r  Lyndon. He w as  so  happy th a t  i t  had ta k e n  

p la c e ,  th a t  Lyndon had  c o m e ,  and had so obv iously  en joyed  i t .

And th e r e  w e re  o th e r  C abinet m e m b e r s  - -  the John  G ro n o u sk is  

fo r  whom  I have an  e x t r a o r d in a r y  r e s p e c t  and l ik in g .  She w as  in  

b la c k  even ing  p an ts  and looking v e r y  a t t r a c t iv e .  N o, she  h a d n 't  

l e a r n e d  an y  P o l i s h  - -  ju s t  too h a r d .  And y e s ,  so m e t im e s  th e y  had  

fe l t  th a t  th ey  had m ad e  f r ie n d s  . And th en  the c u r ta in  w ould c o m e  

down and peop le  w o u ld n 't  inv ite  th em  any w h ere  and w o u ld n 't  s e e  

th em  fo r  days  o r  w e e k s .  And then  a cyc le  of f r ie n d l in e s s  would 

open up a g a in .

And the h an d so m e  young T ro w b r id g e s  .

And p e rh a p s  th o se  I w as g lad de s t  to see  - -  M a r th a  and L u th e r  

H o d g es .  L u th e r ,  fu ll of a l l  his  a c t iv i t ie s  - -  on the b o a rd  of t h i s ,  

t r a v e l in g  fo r  th a t ,  he lp ing  to r u n  the r e s e a r c h  t r ia n g le  in  so m e  w ay
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a v e r y  happy  r e t i r e d  m a n .  And th a t  w ord  is  s u r e ly  in  q u o te s .

M a r th a  look ing  not quite  so  w e ll  . I to ld  h e r  I w as com ing  to 

C h ap e l H ill  to  see  m y  good f r ie n d ,  E m ily  Crow Selden  s o m e t im e .

And she s a id ,  "W ell ,  now you have two r e a s o n s  to  c o m e . "

We a l l  had d r in k s  and m ade  our w ay  th ro u g h  the c ro w d .  And 

ev e ry b o d y  - -  e v e ry b o d y  - -  had p len ty  to s a y  to ev e ry b o d y  e l s e .

T h e re  i s  nothing l ik e  having w o rk ed  to g e th e r  - -  h a rd  and long  a n d  

in  a  g r e a t  com m on  c a u se  to p roduce  c o m ra d e s h ip .

T ha t m o s t  eb u ll ien t  m a n ,  H u b e r t  H u m p h rey , is  g ro u n d ed  in  

A r iz o n a  w ith  the f lu .  And M u r ie l ,  I  th ink  one of the m o s t  a t t r a c t iv e  

and  w e ll  lo v e d .  And e v e r y  day  of the l a s t  e igh t y e a r s  i t  s e e m s  to 

m e  she  has  g ro w n .  And e s p e c ia l ly  in  the p r e s s u r e  c o o k e r  o f  a  

c a m p a ig n .

A g ro u p  w as  ta lk ing  about the e le c t io n .  John C onnor s a id  he 

could  su m  up h is  fee lings  about the w hole th in g  in  one w o rd  - -  " D a m n ". 

A c tu a l ly ,  he c r e d i te d  th is  m a rv e lo u s  s u m m a r y  to  a  s to r y  abou t 

M u rie l  in  T IM E . It could be m o s t  p e r f e c t ly  iBft u se d  abou t a  lo t  of 

us I th in k .

Two of Bob and M a rg y 's  c h i ld re n  w e re  hov er in g  in  th e  d o o r  - -  

C ra ig ,  t a l l  and h an d so m e  w ith  s id eb u rn s , so  g row n u p .  I h a r d ly  

r e m e m b e r e d  h im .  And M a rg y  I b e liev e  i t  w as (I get the g i r l s  m ix e d
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up) d a r l in g  and as  s h o r t - s k i r t e d  as  L u c i .

L id ia  K a tzenbach  had on a  long , s l e eky evening  p a n ts ,  and
. , r . ■ ,

looked  as  though she had a lw ays b een  m e a n t  to w e a r  them  w ith  th a t  

ex o tic  eye m ak eu p  and th a t  p iled  up h a i r .  I a lw ays w o n d e re d  how 

she m a n a g e d  to m ake  8:00 a . m .  c a r  pools o r  putting on th a t  f i r s t  

pot of coffee in  the m o rn in g .

M a rg y  knew of c o u rs e  th a t  I  w as  not s tay ing  fo r  d in n e r .  And 

so  a f te r  about a  de ligh tfu l  h a lf  h o u r ,  Bob knocked on so m e th in g  and 

a s k e d  D ean to g e t  up and s a y  a few w o r d s .  He w as m a g n if ic e n t .

F i r s t ,  s o m e  g ra c e fu l  w o rd s  to a l l  the  la d ie s  of the C ab in e t .  And 

th e n  a  r e f e r e n c e  to  h im  a d d re s s in g  a l l  of th em  as  f r ie n d s  and r e c a l l in g  

how s u r p r i s in g  i t  is  in  the con tex t of h i s t o r y  th a t  a f te r  th e se  

te m p e s tu o u s  y e a r s  th ey  could  h o n e s t ly ,  a l l  of th e m , a d d r e s s  e a c h  

o th e r  as  f r i e n d s .  I th ink  i t  i s  w ell  s a id .  One of the m a n y  u n u su a l  

f e a tu r e s  of th is  unusua l C abine t is  th a t  they  have not had  an y  in -public  

k n o ck-dow n , d ra g  outs and not any  in -p r iv a te  o n e s ,  th a t  I  know a b o u t .  

T hey  r e a l l y  w o rk  to g e th e r .

And th en  he s a id ,  " Y e a rs  f ro m  now our c h i ld re n  and th e i r  

g ra n d c h i ld re n  w ill  be p roud  to s a y ,  ' th ey  s e rv e d  in  the C ab ine t of 

Lyndon Jo h n so n ' " . A  b r i e f  r e s u m e  of th e se  y e a r s  of s t ru g g le  and 

a c h ie v e m e n t ,  the void of s e n t im e n ta l i ty  but loaded  w ith  fe e l in g .  And 

oh how I w ish ed  Lyndon had b een  t h e r e . I  have had m y  n igh ts . I  have
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had so  m a n y  n igh ts  . So m an y  peop le  have b een  so  m u c h  too g e n e ro u s  

to m e  - -  a l l  th e se  say in g s  of goodbye - -  the p r e s s ,  the  B e a u ti f ic a t io n  

C o m m it te e .  But th is  w as  supp o sed  to  be h is  n ig h t.

And then  Dean handed m e  fo r  Lyndon a  p a c k a g e .  Bob to ld  m e  it 

w as  a  s i l v e r  t r a y  w ith  e v e ry b o d y 's  s ig n a tu re  and an in s c r ip t io n .

And then  Joe F o w le r  got up and d e l iv e re d  one of the  m o s t  h u m o ro u s  

d e lig h tfu l  b u t m a rk e d ly  lo n g e r  ta lk s  a d d r e s s e d  to  the s e r v ic e  and the 

p e r s o n a l i ty  of H u b e r t  H u m p h rey  and handed to M u rie l  a n o th e r  s i lv e r  

t r a y .

I r e sp o n d e d  v e r y  b r ie f ly ,  bu t v e r y  a f fe c t io n a te ly .  And M u r ie l  

w as  w ithout doubt the fem in in e  s t a r  of the evening  - -  h e r  l i t t l e  ta lk   

so spon taneous  and h u m o ro u s  - -  ev en  in d e fe a t .  This o rd e a l  has  

b e e n  good fo r  th em  .

And then a t  n e a r ly  9:00 I s a id  goodbye to e v e ry b o d y , w ith  m a n y  

hugs h e re  and t h e r e . And I w as  out the  door and h u r ry in g  b a c k  to 

the W hite H ouse to  a  v e r y  n e c e s s a r y  and v e r y  tough m e e t in g .

J im  Cain w as  sup p o sed  to have  a r r iv e d  about 7 :00 . His p lane  

w as  d e la y e d .  But he w as  th e r e  w hen  I got b a c k  in the W est H a l l .

And I c a l le d  D iana and M a t i a n n a  f ro m  the White House t h e a t r e .

A c tu a l ly  th e r e  w as  no s e n s ib le  and r e s p e c t fu l  w ay  to  keep  Tony 

f ro m  b e ing  p r e s e n t .  And a f te r  a l l  i t  w as h is  l ife  we w e re  t ry in g  to
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dec id e  a b o u t .  So p r e s e n t ly  he and Donald jo in ed  u s .  D r .  Vo s s

was t h e r e .  Tony s a t  s i le n t ly  in  the c h a i r  w ith  c o n s id e ra b le  d ign ity  

a n d  c o m p o s u r e .  I w as  p ro u d  of h im .

J im  Cain took  the le a d  - -  exp la ined  of how th ey  had gone o v er  

a l l  th e  p ic tu r e s  and a ll  the t e s t s  . And h e  fe l t  i t  w as  one of th re e  

th ings  - -  e i th e r  su b d u ra l  b leed ing  r e s u l t in g  f ro m  the fa ll  w hich  had 

fo rm e d  c lo ts  u n d e r  the sk u ll  and could  be r e m o v e d .  Or i t  w as a

tu m o r  w h ich  w as  b e n ig n .  O r  - -  and th is  w as the  one th a t  s t r u c k  a

ch i l l  to e v e r y  h e a r t  - -  i t  w as  a tu m o r  w hich  had s p re a d  f ro m  o th e r  

p a r t s  of the body . He did not u se  the w o rd  " m a lig n a n t" . He did  not 

n eed  to .  And he s a id  he f e l t  v e r y  s u re  th a t  we should  s e t  about 

hav ing  the  m o s t  co m p le te  t e s t s  w ithout d e la y .  And th a t  he fe l t  the 

p la c e  to  do i t  w as  a t  M ayos . Then he launched  in to  the  fa c t  th a t  

c e r t a in ly  th e r e  w e re  v e r y  good d o c to rs  - -  e x c e l le n t  m en  - -  h e re  

in  W ash in g to n . And he re c o g n iz e d  the d e s i r a b i l i t y  of having  one 's  

f a m ily  p r e s e n t .  It w as s im p ly  th a t  he could not o ffe r  any  h e lp ,  any  

pu tting  e v e ry th in g  to g e th e r ,  any  d e g re e  of m an a g e m e n t h e r e .  And 

th a t  is  w h a t he could and would  do a t Mayos if  he dec id ed  to  com e 

t h e r e .  At e v e r y  po in t .  D r .  V o s s  put in h is  w o rd .

At one po in t Tony s a id ,  "Y e s ,  y e s ,  we w ill  do i t .  But I m u s t  

go h o m e .  I ' l l  go hom e to m o r r o w ."  And th is  w as  so  pa infu l to  h e a r .
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Som ew hat to m y  s u r p r i s e  i t  w as  Donald and not M a t i a n n a  th a t  gave 

im m e d ia te  vo ice  to the fa m ily  though ts  - -  th a t  no , th e r e  w as  no point 

in  going h o m e ,  he w as  a l r e a d y  th is  f a r  a long the w ay , th a t  C h r is tm a s  

and b u s in e s s  and nothing w as as  im p o r ta n t  as  going on and having  the 

m o s t  th o ro u g h  t e s t s  to d e te rm in e  w hat th is  w as and th en  o p e ra t in g  

if  o p e ra t in g  is  w hat m u s t  be done.

D r .  Vo s s  w as  r e la t iv e ly  q u ie t .  But a t  e v e r y  poin t e x p r e s s e d  

h im s e l f  f i r m ly  and in  g e n e r a l  a g r e e m e n t  w ith  w hat J im  C ain  s a id .

And M a t i a n n a  s t ro n g  and co m fo r t in g ,  v e r y  fem in ine  bu t v e r y  f i r m .  

W hat a  b le s s in g  she has  b een  to h is  l i f e .

I w as  s u r p r i s e d  to see  th a t  J im  Cain to  be so a g g r e s s iv e ,  so  

p e r s u a s iv e  - -  the  d ead ly  s e r io u s n e s s  of i t ,  e x se n su a te d  r a t h e r  than  

v e i le d  b y  h is  c a lm  m a n n e r  .

T ony l i s t e n e d . His face  c ru m p le d  r a t h e r ,  bu t r a t h e r  m a n ly .

And a t one poin t he s a id ,  "W ell ,  I  pu t m y s e l f  in  y o u r  h a n d s . " I lo oked  

a t  h im  and  thought of a l l  th o se  h ikes  in to  the w i ld e rn e s s  we h a d n 't  

h a d .  And we h a d n ' t  r e a l l y  go tten  a ro u n d  to see in g  the G olden A sp en  

in  S e p te m b e r  - -  q u ie t - l ik e  tha t  i s .  And a l l  th o se  t r ip s  w e had p lan n ed  

down in to  M exico , d isc o v e r in g  i ts  f a r  c o r n e r s .  The one w e e k  we had  

had b a c k  in  '63 had  ju s t  b een  p re lu d e  we s a id .  To com e face  to  fa c e  

w ith  a  c r i s i s  l ik e  th is  sh ak es  y o u r  s e n se  of v a lu es  in to  th e i r  

p r o p e r  p e r s p e c t i v e . How u n im p o rta n t  w h e th e r  we w ould have
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th re e  s e rv a n t s  o r  f o u r . Or th a t  we d ia l  our own phone c a l ls  r a t h e r  

than  have a  sw itc h b o a rd  in  th e  f u t u r e .

F in a l ly  i t  w as  a g re e d  a lm o s t  th a t  Tony would le a v e  the  next 

day  w ith  M a t i a n n a  fo r  M ayos . Jo e  h im s e lf  w as  r e tu rn in g  a t  5:00 

and th e re  w e re  two p la n e s .  And we a t  l e a s t  could he lp  on g e tt in g  

the im p o s s ib le  r e s e r v a t i o n s .  .

And so  a t  10:00 I  le f t  the W hite H ouse and r e tu rn e d  to m y  own 

s ic k  h u sband  a t the  h o s p i ta l .  Thank  God - -  s ic k  w ith  a  m in o r  i l l n e s s .

(  A ll of th e i r  l i s te n in g s  to  h is  c h e s t  had  r e a s s u r e d  th em  no p n e u m o n ia .

* .. Tha t w as  w hat had b e e n  in  th e i r  m inds  th is  e a r l y  m o rn in g  a t  2:00 and

4 :0 0 .

And so  ex h au s ted  I w ent to b ed  a t  11:00. But not even  th is  w as  

the end  of the  day .

S o m etim e  i n  the m id d le  of the  n igh t I woke up w ith  one of those  

s t r a n g e  a t ta c k s  of v io len t  s to m a c h  a c h es  - -  m u sc le  s p a s m s .  I su p p o se  

i t  i s  ju s t  m y  Achilles' h ee l  . And w hen th e r e  have b e e n  enough 

t ro u b le s  - -  m e n ta l  o r  p h y s ic a l  - -  o n e 's  body f in a lly  p r e s e n t s  the  b i l l  

in so m e  w ay .

I to t t e re d  to the  b a th ro o m  fo r  so m e  m e d ic in e .  And th en  I phoned  

^ the  n u r s e  . And then  lying f la t  on m y  b a c k  on the bed  I  th ink  I  f a in te d .

; I r e m e m b e r  v ag u e ly  the n u r s e  and the  c o rp s m a n  and f in a l ly  the
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d o c to r  and  a  s h o t .  And then  a f te r  a  w hile  the pa in  a b a te d  and 

b l i s s fu l ly  I w e n t  to  s le e p .


