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C h r istm a s E ve o f '6 8 . It w as the n ic e s t  day of the C h r istm a s  

to  m e . I  had d ec id ed  ju st the day b e fo re  to gath er to g eth er  so m e  

c lo s e  fr ien d s  - -  qu ite in fo r m a lly  - -  fo r  open h ou se  fro m  4:00 to  

7:00 th is  a ftern o o n .

I sp en t a l l  the m orn in g  w inding up the e n d le s s  and en sla v in g  

l i s t  o f p ic tu r e s , books and en g ra v in g s that I w as autographing for  

fr ie n d s  and fa m ily  and s ta f f .  And fin a lly  I opened up m y  h e a r t to  

the C h r istm a s s p ir i t .  The h ou se  w as b ea u tifu l. It w as a  tim e  of 

fr o s t  p a ttern s on the w indow  pan es . I lo v e  e s p e c ia l ly  to  stop  b y  

the en tra n ce  to  the Y ellow  R oom  and lo o k  at that g rea t c e n tr a l  

w indow  and th e N a tio n 's  C h ristm a s tr e e  fra m ed  through the fr o s t  

p a tte r n s , and i f  you m ove a l i t t le  b it th ere  is  that W ashington  

M onum ent. And it  is  the tim e  o f sm e llin g  e v e r g r e e n s .  T hey w e lc o m e  

you the m in u te you step  in  the door down at the D ip lom atic  R ecep tio n  

R o o m . And h o lly  e v ery w h ere  throughout the h o u se , around the g rea t  

lig h t f ix tu r e s , huge b ow ls of it  on the t a b le s .  And deep  w ith in  m e - -  

and m illio n s  I th ink - -  th ere  w a s a fe e lin g  that at the end of th is  m o st  

aw ful y e a r ,  th ere  w e r e  a lo t o f th ings that had com e out r ig h t . A  s t o r y  

th at sa id  un em p loym ent w as at a 15 y ea r  lo w . And the P u eb lo  m en  

w e r e  at h o m e . And the g r e a t  g lo r y  of a ch iev em en t of our th re e

a stro n a u ts  fly in g  around the mo o n . And for m e qu ite p e r so n a lly  

the w ord  from  M ayos that Tony w as s u c c e s s fu l ly  over  h is  b ra in

i  !



(

MEMORANDUM

T u esd a y , D ecem b er  2 4 , 1963 P age  2

THE WHITE HOUSE
W A S H  I N O T O N

su r g e r y  and had b een  the le a s t  o f the th ree  d read fu l th ings that 

f a c e d  h im . And Z ep h yr's husband, though v e r y  s ic k , w as gettin g  

b e t t e r .  And a c a l l  fro m  L iz sa id  that L es w as w e ll  enough so  that 

th ey  w e r e  fly in g  to  T exas and on down to  A cap u lco  to get so m e  

su n . And Lyndon of c o u r se  hom e fro m  the h o sp ita l and ju s t  about 

a ll r ig h t . W hy do I put him  la s t ?  B eca u se  I a lw a y s ex p ect him  to  

co m e out of ev ery th in g  - -  to su r v iv e  a l l  a s s a u lt s .  So i t  w a s  a t im e  

of deep  jo y  and th an k sg iv in g  and a s o r t  o f r e a s s e s s m e n t  o f v a lu e s .

N e v er  w a s a p a r ty  at the W hite H ouse put to g e th er  s o  quic k ly  and 

in fo r m a lly . I m ade m a ny  c a lls  m y s e lf  - -  to  C h arlie  B o a tn e r . B oth  

w e and the A lex a n d ers  w ould  en joy  s e e in g  him  and A lic e  and any  

of th e ir  ch ild ren  that w e r e  in  tow n . And the B il l  W h ites . I a s k e d  

e v ery o n e  to  b r in g  any ch ild ren  or gran d ch ild ren  that w e r e  v is i t in g .

i
And B il l  D ea so n  and. D r . G eorge D av is and h is  new w if e .  And B u zz  j

and Juanita  to b r in g  h er  m o th e r . And so m e of the m e m b er s  of the
■ , [

T ex a s  d e le g a tio n  - -  Jake and J im  W right and John Y oung. And 

R ay R ob erts  w h o se  old NYA days and days of b ein g  our p e r en n ia l  

b o rd er  I do not fo r g e t .  And a l i t t le  o f the windup b u s in e s s ,  l ik e  

d isc u s s in g  w ith  L a rr y  T em p le  Z ep h yr's  p e n s io n . It i s  about w ork ed  

out and w il l  be b y  the tim e  w e w a lk  out o f h ere  .

And then o ff to  M r . P e r 's  for  a h a ir -d o . And at 4:00 I w a s down  

on the f ir s t  f lo o r  in  m y  g a rn et red  v e lv e t  d r e s s  w ith  the r u ff le s  that
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fr a m e s  the f a c e .  And e v e r y  f ir e  w as b u rn in g . And the s p ir it  of 

C h ristm a s and old  fr ien d s  and r e a l  jo y  w as as s tr o n g  as I have  

fe lt  i t  in  m y tim e  h e r e .

B ill  and June and th e ir  m a r r ied  daughter - -  the H old orfs - -  

and th e ir  o th er  daughter w e r e  the f ir s t  to a r r iv e ,  w h ich  gave m e  a  

chance go v is i t  w ith  th em . And then the C h arlie  B o a tn ers  w ith  th e ir  

young so n , now a d e n t is t . And p re tty  so o n , D r . Jan et T r a v e ll w ith  

h er  husband and daughter who is  a s in g e r  w ith  h er  Ita lian  husband  

and d a r lin g  l i t t le  b oy  nam ed  M ark A n ton io .

Lynda B ird  ca m e e a r ly  and s ta y ed  la t e ,  b rin g in g  m is s  L ucinda  

in  h er  c a r r ia g e  d r e s s e d  lik e  a p r in c e s s  w ith  a l i t t le  w h ite  fox  fu r
.

on h er  ja c k e t . I th ink it  w as a D i o r  d r e s s . And sh e  r e c e iv e d  in  the

R ed R oom  and the B lue R oom  w ith  the C h ristm a s tr e e  and the G reen  

R oom  and up and down the g r ea t h a ll g iv ing  m o st  of us an im p a ss iv e  

Buddh is t  s ta r e  - -  s o  Lynda d e s c r ib e s  i t .  But I t e l l  h er  h er  husband  

w ill  have s e e n  enough B uddhist to la s t  him  a l i f e t im e  - -  s o  not m en tion  

i t  to  h im .

And th ere  w e r e  D ale  and S co o ter  M ille r , w ith  D al e ,  J r .  b a c k  from  

the P e a c e  C o rp s, and M eed , both h a n d so m e, lo n g -h a ir e d  w ith  s id e -

b u rn s - -  v e r y  m uch the young m en  o f ' 68 . And Stu and M arta w ho is  

ju st  about going to  la s t  the c o u r se  h e r e . She w il l  s ta y  w ith  u s  t i l  the 

en d . And th en  h e r  baby i s  due in  F e b r u a r y .
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E a r ly  a r r iv a ls  and ones I m u ch  lo v e  to s e e  w e re  E a r l and Sarah  

C lem en ts  - -  sh e  look ing  qu ite fr a g ile  and lo v e ly .  T hey took  th e ir  

s e a t  on the s o fa  in  the R ed R o o m , and I v is ite d  w ith  them  q u ie t ly .

Lu c i and P a tr ic k  Lyn m ade th e ir  ap p earan ce p r e se n t ly  - -  w ith  

Lyn the cen te r  o f a ll  our fr ie n d s ' e x c la m a tio n s  and in t e r e s t s .  She 

had in v ited  D r . and M r s . K ra sk in . I've  u rged  both the g ir ls  to  think  

of e v er y o n e  th ey  w an ted . And Lynda B ird  had her baby d o c to r  - -  

Captain L onegan w ith  h is  w ife  and fiv e  c h ild r e n . And the fr ie n d s  of 

h er o th er  l i f e ,  the m ilita r y  on e , G en era l W alt w ith  h is  d a u g h ter , 

G en era l and M r s . Chapm an and th e ir  ch ild ren  and G en era l and M r s .  

V a n R isen  w ith  ch ild ren  and s i s t e r .  And M ike Howard w ho i s  a s  c lo s e  

to  h er  a s  a b r o th er , w ith  h is  w ife  and daughter . And W illie  D ay w hom  

sh e  n ev er  f o r g e t s .  And for that I lo v e  h er  a ll  the m o r e . And P e r l e 

M esta  w ho has b een  d ear to  L ynda. She look ed  v e r y  fe s t iv e  in  her  

v e lv e t  d r e s s  w ith  r h in e s t o n e s . But a ls o  a l i t t le  sa d , sp eak in g  of 

th is  as the la s t  t im e  sh e  w ould s e e  the W hite H o u se . I r e m em b er e d  

that sh e  had b een  for  N ixon  a fter  Lyndon did not w in  the nom in ation  

in  '6 0 . Y e s ,  tr u e , but a fter  the th ings sh e  had sa id  about h im  on 

t e le v is io n  a n ight or s o  a g o , sh e  d idn't fig u re  he would a sk  h e r .

W e ll, I l ik e  a ll  the w o r ld , w il l  be in te r e s te d  to  s e e  w ho d o es  c o m e .
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F in a lly  L u cia  and B irg e  ca m e and B eck y  - -  her husband w as  

out shopping and sh e did not ven tu re  to brin g  L u cia  Jane dow n.

And it  w a s 5 :00 w hen Lyndon c a m e .

He h as not retu rn ed  to  ro b u st s tren g th  - -  i t  i s  s lo w . T h is i s  

a  d ep letin g  i l ln e s s .

T h ere  w as a  tab le in the State D ining R oom  d eco ra ted  w ith  h o lly  - -  

c o ffe e  and fru itca k e  at one end , a g r e a t  bow l o f egg  nog a t the o th er  and  

punch fo r  y o u n g s te r s .

P r e tty  A ndre Lindow and Lester w e re  th ere  w ith  H elen e  h e lp in g  

out a s  a lw a y s . I m en tion ed  to  h er  and to a dozen  or  so  m o re  that 

our tw o p o r tr a its  w e re  on v iew  on the seco n d  flo o r  in  the E a st  H all 

and I w ould  lo v e  for anyone to go up and lo o k  that w anted  t o .  And I  

th ink  n e a r ly  e v ery o n e  d id .

M arilyn  had co m e w ith  h er  n ice  husband, D a v id . And M ary R ath er  

and M a r ie . But M ild red  S teg a ll w as in  T exas . And B il l  and J ea n n ie  

D ea so n  w ith  h is  P a tr ic k  Lyndon and th e ir  D iane b ack  from  c o lle g e  - 

A  g u e st w h om  w e m e t w ith  v e r y  g r e a t  in te r e s t  w as Dr .G e o rg e  D a v is ' 

new  w ife  - -  p r e tty , g e n t le , m id d le -a g e d . How n ice  to  th ink of h im  

not b e in g  lo n e s o m e . And B u zz  w ithout M ary Ve e  w ho h as the flu  and  

th ree  o f th e ir  c h ild r e n . Q uite a group of the T exas d e le g a tio n . J a k e  

w ith  P e g g y  and h er  h u sb and . Jake ca rry in g  on h is sh o u ld er  h is  

granddaughter nam ed B erg en  in  a Santa C laus s u it .  She i s  o n ly
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th ree  m on ths o ld . And sh e had the b ig g e s t  s m ile  lik e  sh e  u n d erstood  

ev ery th in g  that w a s going o n . It w as an h ila r io u s  s ig h t r e a l ly .  B a b ies  

of tw o m o n th s , th ree  m o n th s, f iv e  y e a r s ,  on up to fr ien d s  o f 8 0  - -  

as p lea sa n t a  p ic tu re  a s  th e se  S tate ro o m s have s e e n  I th in k .

And th ere  w e re  J im  and M ary W right w ith  th ree  of th e ir  c h ild r e n .

And the John Y oungs w ith  fiv e  of th e ir s  . And R ay and E liza b e th  R o b er ts  . 

And Juanita R o b erts  w ith  her m o th e r . And a r e a l ly  C h r istm a s lik e  

en tra n ce  w a s th e H ale B oggs - -  15 in  a ll - -  H ale and L indy look in g  

r e s te d  and w on d erfu l a f te r  th e ir  g ru e lin g  cam p aign  a v a ca tio n  tr ip  

that m u st have done them  g o o d . And ch ild re n , b r o th e r s , s i s t e r s ,  

aunts - -  a l l  w hom  w e had m et b e fo r e  at B o g g s' w eddings or the big  

law n  p a r tie s  - -  in clu d in g  one P r ie s t ,  F a th er  R ob ert B oggs - -  and  

Cokie w ith  h er  new b ab y , two or th ree  m onths o ld . It w as ju s t  the  

s o r t  o f thing I  lo v e  to d o . If one of m y  ch ild ren  g o es  to  N ew  O rleans  

as a young s in g le  g ir l  som ew h at in  n eed  of a  ch ap eron  i t  i s  w ith  L indy  

that she s ta y s  or w ith  so m e  of the B oggs fa m ily . If there i s  an  ard u ou s  

ca m p a ig n , so m e  of the B oggs a re  a lw ays the f ir s t  v o lu n te e r s . And i f  

th er e  i s  a  "W histle  Stop" or any s o r t  o f tr ip , th ere  i s  a B o g g s ad van ce  

m an or advan ce w o m a n . So th is  w as a p a r tic u la r ly  sw e e t  p a r t o f  

C h ristm a s fo r  m e .

E v ery b o d y  en jo yed  the d eco ra tio n s  - -  the g r ea t tr e e  in  the B lu e R oom  

and the lo v e ly  c r e c h e  in  the E a st R o o m . And retu rn ed  for  m o re
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egg  nog or sa t b y  the f ir e  w ith  so m eb o d y  th ey  hadn't s e e n  in  a  w h ile .

Or w ent u p sta ir s  to s e e  the p o r tr a it s .

And f in a lly , about 7 :0 0 , th ey  b egan  to d r ift  aw ay to  oth er  

p a r tie s  or hom e to th e ir  own C h r istm a s t r e e .  And p r e se n t ly  a 

s m a ll  group of us found o u r s e lv e s  s ittin g  by the f ir e  in  th e  R ed R oom  - -  

Lyndon a nd I and B e s s  and T y ler  A b ell who w as ju st in  fro m  shopping  

at T iffan ys for  B e s s '  C h r istm a s p r e se n t and th e ir  tw o b o y s L indo  

and D anny. And Lynda B ird  and F ath er  K eifer  and M ary R a th e r .

And Lyndon w a s in  a m e llo w  r e m in isc e n t  m ood and ta lk ed  to  T y le r  

and the room  in  g e n e ra l about how capab le  and im a g in a tiv e  and fa s t  

and ca lm  under a ll  c r i s e s  B e s s  w a s . And th er e  cou ld n 't have b een  

a C h r istm a s g ift  I w ould  lik e  b e tter  for  m y s e lf  ex cep t having the  

C lem en ts  th er e  to h ear  it  to o . And it  w as one of th o se  n ice  m o m en ts  

in  the W hite H ouse to  r e m e m b e r .

And then a ll  ex cep t the fa m ily  le f t  and w e w en t u p sta ir s  to  the  

Y ellow  R oom  w h ere  the red  v e lv e t  s to ck in g s  - -  now e ig h t - -  hung 

fro m  the m a n te l and m y  sen tim e n ta l Lynda had put the s m a ll  g ifts  

for  C h r istm a s m orn in g  in th em . And ev ery b o d y  cam e in  - -  L u cia
J

and B i rg e  and B eck y  and David and L ucia  Jan e , Lynda and L ucinda

<2 ■ ' .

and M iss  G laisel ,  up from  h er s ic k  b e d , and L uci and P a tr ic k  Lyn in
> -

a v e r y  s i le n t ,  sh y  a r g o r . And M arie  of c o u r s e . She is  s ta y in g  w ith  

u s  b e c a u se  a ll  h er  ro o m m a tes  have le f t  for C h ristm a s and sh e  is  a lo n e
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r e m in is c e n t  o f B o t t ic e l l i .  And a han d som e Geoffr e y  B ean e e n sem b le  

fro m  Lyndon that lo ok ed  lik e  it  w a s heading for A ca p u lco . And the

p r o m is e  o f buying the W hite H ouse C h r istm a s tr e e  d e c o ra tio n s  a s
i '

a  g ift  to  the John son  L ib r a r y . And another o f m y  fa v o r ite  th in gs w as  

a handm ade o liv e  g reen  b r id ge  tab le  c o v er  from  Jan S a n d e r s . And 

L u cia  in  h er  ty p ica l m a n n er , gave m e a s m a ll antique c o ffe e  cup 

that s a id , " M erry  C h ristm a s"  w ith  so m e  quaint l i t t le  f ig u r e s  on i t .

It had stood  on M r s . Joh n son 's  s h e lf  and had b een  u sed  by h er  at 

C h r is tm a s t im e . Now w e w e r e  to u se  i t  at the R anch and e v en tu a lly  

put i t  in  the B oyhood H om e .

The flo o r  w a s  so o n  k n ee -d ee p  in  w rappin gs w hich  P a tr ic k  Lyn  

w a s en joy in g  ju st as m uch as h is  t o y s . L ucinda w atch ed  us a ll  from  

h er  b ab y  c a r r ia g e .  And the room  w as a p re tty  s ig h t . L u ci in  h er  

m o le  v e lv e t  lou n gin g  p a ja m a s . And I fe e lin g  e leg a n t in  the blue  

ca ftan  tr im m ed  in  go ld  that Jane had g iv en  m e . And Lynda B ird  

r e g a l  in  th e p ea ch  b rocad ed  w ith  s i lv e r  that h er  fa th er gave h er  for  

C h r is tm a s . A s so o n  as  he g iv e s  you  som eth in g  he ca n 't w a it  u n til 

you  w ea r  i t .

But p r e d ic ta b ly  the c h a r a c te r  that put us a l l  into h y s te r ic s  w as  

P a tr ic k  Lyn w ho had b een  hugging L u cia  Jane e v er  s in c e  sh e  a r r iv e d  

fo llo w in g  h er  arou n d . And he t r ie s  to  c lim b  up onto the bab y buggy  

to  lo o k  at Lucinda; w h en ev er  sh e  is  in  so m eb o d y 's  la p , he s ta r e s  at
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in  that b ig  h o u se  in  G eorgetow n . And m y  p a tr ia r c h a l husband g a th e r s  

in  a l l  o f h is  g ir ls  w hen th ey  n eed  i t .  And w e m ade M ary s ta y . H er  

ch ild ren  a r e  gone to T e x a s .

Our own C h r istm a s tr e e  w a s c o v e r e d  w ith  i c i c le s  and snow  

f la k e s  and g in g erb rea d  m en , l i t t le  to y  d r u m m e r s , s tr in g s  o f p o p co rn  

(rea l) and c r a n b e r r ie s  (not r ea l) and topped w ith  a s ta r  th at had b een  

on F D R 's tr e e  b ack  in  the e a r ly  1940s . It w as b e a u tifu l. And I 

p u rred  w ith  a s e n s e  of co m p le tio n  that any h o s te s s  has w hen sh e  

^ s u r v e y s  the room  and ev ery th in g  is  p e r fe c t .

" I  appointed  D avid and B i r g e  a s  Santa C la u s , and th ey  b egan  to

tak e the g ifts  o ff the b eau tifu l t r e e ,  c a lle d  out the n a m e s . And th en  

e v ery b o d y  w ould  s to p  to  s e e  how P a tr ic k  Lyn and L ucia  Jane w ould  

r e a c t  w hen th ey  opened a p ackage th at w e had g iv e n  th e m . I c e r ta in ly  

stopp ed  w hen  Lyndon opened the w a ter  co lo r  b y  M adam e S h ou m atoff  

o f L u ci - -  m y  g if t  to  h im  . She is  d a in ty , quaint, t e r r i f ic ly  f e m in in e . 

And it  b rough t fo r th  a l l  the e x c la m a tio n s  I thought i t  w a s d u e . I  had  

a v e r y  m o d , b ig - fa c e d  w atch  fro m  L u c i. She gave h er  daddy a  y e a r  

book - -  I th ink '28 or '29 - -  from  San M arcos that sh e  had found  

sod d ened  and b a ttered  in  h is  m o th e r 's  d ecay in g  o ld  g a r a g e . She had

 ̂ had it  r e s to r e d . And so m eth in g  that d e ligh ted  m y  h e a r t w as a pa in tin g
. 1

b y  F u g i ta  that M ary L a sk er  gave m e - -  d e l ic ia te ,  ch a rm in g , r a th e r
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h er  b ig -e y e d  and p ok es her w ith  h is  l i t t le  f in g e r . N ow , he b egan  

t o  c lim b  on the underp inn ings o f h er  baby buggy and w as so o n  doing  

a r eg u la r  tr a p e z e  a c t th e r e . In and out and sp inn ing above the f lo o r  

w h ile  w e  a ll  c o lla p se d  in  our c h a ir s  w ith  la u g h te r .

QS o m etim e  during the pandem onium  C h arles and Jane E n g e lh a r t^  

c a lle d  ju st  to  w ish  us a M erry  C h r is tm a s . And about 9:00 w ith  m any  

p a ck a g es s t i l l  s ta ck ed  up in our own l i t t le  in d iv id u a l p ile s  un op en ed , 

w e c al le d  a h a lt and w ent to th e fa m ily  dining r o o m , lo a d ed  our p la te s  

at the b uffet - -  O lga and M iss  G lais el jo in ed  us and o f c o u r se  M a rie  

and M a ry . And w e ate  h e a r t ily  and w e a r ily  and had an e a r ly  b e d t im e . 

But not b e fo r e  w e had ta lk ed  to P a tr ic k  and C huck. We had put in  a  

c a l l  fo r  them  so m e tim e  e a r l i e r .  W e rea ch ed  them  to g e th er  r ig h t  

a fter  our d in n e r . P a tr ic k  had gone up to w h ere  Chuck is  s ta tio n ed  

to  spend  C h r istm a s w ith  h im .

. Lyndon and I and Lynda and L u ci took  tu rn s ta lk in g , and both  

the b a b ie s  w e r e  put c lo s e  to the phone and m ade n o i s e s .  And i t  w a s  

happy n o n se n se , but th eir  v o ic e s  - -  the b o y s' - -  sound ed  r e a s s u r e d ,  

s tro n g  and n a tu ra l and g o o d . And so  w e had an e a r ly  b e d t im e , 

w rapped  in  that w arm in g  s e n se  o f fa m ily  and C h r istm a s and T on y’s 

retu rn  fro m  the b la ck  edge and b e tter  days to c o m e .
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I w ent to s le e p  read in g  one of m y  b irth d ay  p r e se n ts  - -  H elen  

H a y es' " R e fle c t io n s" .


