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The golden c o in  i s  s p e n t ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  l a s t  f u l l  d a y  i n  

the  W hite  H ouse. Sunday. Ja n u a ry  1 9 th .

9̂  wa^ up a .IjjLLLe pa^iJ: e.i.ghJi~-Ad. (va^ gna.y and dAe.aAy., 

a J.A.g}vt Jia.A.n ’̂ aJJ^ng, and 3 / ve lo .4 l my. w i s h  

t o  h a v e  a  s n o w before I left Washington--onJjy a ^ew Ac.aJJieJie.d '̂ JLake.  ̂ one.

a'^±e.Anoon and ik e y  dLidn'± Ai.ay. (aAAyxng an uni>Aje.JJja, 3  ioe.n;t 

down i-o ik e  C hildren 's  G arden . 3 'v e  be.en wa±ch ing ik e  

’̂JLagAione.yi go in  duAjing ik e  week and 3  know i k a i  Bes s  had  

g o iie n  an isnpnijni o<̂ P a tr ic k  L y n d o n 's  foot  and Lucinda Desha's

hand and had  ikem  ijxan^<^eAA.ed ini.o  a l)Aon^e pJjx^e. i n  wkai 

mu^i have been ik e  <^uic.keAi^ob ik e  aniiAahA k a d  e.veA done.,

3 i  woA a ckoJtming JJJjLJjz. \4p 0i. , even iji  ik e  ghay day.

Down n e x i i.o ik e  iennxA  cou/ii , ^lagAioneiiX.e.d o^^ 6eiween 

th e  h o lly s  in  wkai wa^ al.moAi a yjecA/zi iu n n e jjin d  ik e n  i i  

opened up in to  a i in y  gaJid^en wheA&. ikene. wo a a JLoveJl^ appJLe I  

iA £.e-~ ii. wiJil. be ao  pA .eiiy in  Ap/iiny w iik  bdoA-iorru. un d  ik e n  j 

in  o.uiumn w iik  /ued a p p le t. 9  ik in k  E d  St one ioJid  me ikaJ. a  I 

woA a wines ap and ik e y  had Aean.cked aJJL ovejt and '^ound ^u A i 

ik e  /ligki. A i^e in  an oJLd on.cIxaA.d cJLoaq . io  Wa sh in g to n . A nd  

ikeAe. '^  a Apoi ^on. A.uAiic. ^uJiniiuA.e, c h ild  Ai^e., w kick w iU . 

be n ice  ^ o a  Aij>c yean. oldA io  have a ie a  pa.niy , and iheA.e 'A 

a  sma l l  go ld f i s h  pond.  I t  i s  a  v e r y  Ae.cA£-t, t^uJ-eJ. p la ce  

and. w i l l  b e  g ood  'fo r som e g ra n d m o th er  w h o 's in  th e  W h ite  ;
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Hous e  to  r o l l  a  baby  c a r r ia g e  a nd e n jo y  b e in g  o u td o o rs

and ve.r y  p r iv a te .  I t  i s  o u r  g o o d b y  g i f t  t o  t h e  

White House and we h a d  ta lk e d  a b o u t so m e th in g  fp r   m o n th s

and monjJiA. B u t a.a  x.n a o  mvu^ ihh igA  , 9  muM. ^ v e  ik e  

cc re d it to  th e   a c tio n   to   B e s s  a n d  to  L iz . Wlxen we ka d  i f u ^  

i.dea onJ^ about ie n  da^A a^o, 9  ih o u ^ k i iheAia. coujLdri ^i 

poAAihi^ be a m m ^  iXme , bi/Lt ike t^ , ike. eienrvoJL opiJjivLiiA, 

co-JLLed. in  E d  St one Jr. .A ented  me w iik  a AheUck, we 

d ec id ed  io  g.o okead and keA.e i i  w o a.

Back in. th e  W h ite  Hous e,  I went  up io  s e e  B i l ly  and  

Ruth Graham wh o ka d   sp e n t th e  n ig h t  in  ik e  P in e a p p le  

Bedroom , We wer e  g o in g  to  c h u r c h  to g e th e r  - -D r . G e o r g e  

D avis '  and ^ o a  once boik Lynda and L uci weJue Â .̂aJLL̂  in  ^ o o d  

iim e., Lyndon t oo^ a.nd we went o^^ io  ik e  Nat ional  C ity

C h r i s t i a n  C h u r c h .

Ike g.iJiJ.A kave been ao  deaA, eApedaJJj^ s in c e  Mar ch 31st, 

io  ^ iv e  ik e i j i  Daddŷ  eveA^ Aupponi a.nd co-opejm ii.on, and  

AenAe o^ ^arruJ^ pAe.4cence. Dr ., Davis , no AupAi^e. io  an^bod^- 

ka.d o. bul l e t i n  in  ki^j JjjLtLe ch ur ch  pam phle t  whic h  was  itk z  \

accoAdJn^ io  Luci, " th e  e s s e n c e   o f  Daddy " .  I t  s p o k e  o f  h ow 

ha rd  h e  w o rked  and. h o w  h e  w a n te d  to  m a k e  th in g s  b e tte r  fo r  th e
■ ■ \ -

poor  p eo p le  of th e  n a tio n , a n d  it  took wkaJ. ^ f o r  D r . Da v is

w a s  a  r a th e r  r e s tr a in e d  ja b  a t th e  p r e s s , and ended  wit h  .
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( ■ ■ ■ I
VV /  p/icU^e. Ly n d o n 's   g en ero u s a ttitu d e  to w a rd  N ixo n . He. c.aJJ.e.d

on Dr . B i l l y  G r a h a m  to  g i v e  t h e  b e n e d i c t i o n . A n d  jJxe.n we.

ive-nt down^JaJjiA bnJ.e'̂ i^ <̂OA. iKe. (lo^^ee kouAj^md '^ound :

ouA^eM/e^ eng.uJ^ed xn a Jie.aexvxn^ JJne --AmiJLe.d and ok i

kand^ and Jj.Ai.e.ned J.O "God bles s  y o u s "  , and jJie.n made. ou a. ;

uja^ Jto jJxe dooA. lak and down Jtke -dtep^ wkeAje. Jike. p h ot ographer s  [

ka d  g.aiAeAe.d. A nd  ik e n  t h e Grahams , ĴLa JLa  and vu at uLo

th e  b ig  b la c k  c a r  and back  t o  th e  W h i te  H o u s e .   O n  th e  w a y |

Billy ha d  JniJioduc.ed lU io  AeveAjoJi o^ ik e  io p  me.n J n  ki.A

oA.i^ani.^oJJ.on and ke ,iax.d ke  'd  J jk e  JJ  ao  tnuck i.^  ik e ^  aouXd

come and  see  th e  W h ite  Hous e .  W e  to ld  h im  to  a s k  th e m  a l l

io  come A jg k i down and. not i f i e d  th e  g a te .  On ike. wa^ down, 

h e  to ld  u s  o f M r . N ixon's  p la n s  fo r  r e l ig io u s  s e r v ic e s  in  th e  

E ast Room w ith  a  d iffe r e n t  m inis t er  eack Sunday. He. w a^^o ing . 

t o  d o  t h e  f i r s t  one, next  Sunday--a  fin a l in te r e s tin g   to u c h  

i to  th e  tr a n s itio n . He h a d  to ld  me th is  F r id a y  n ig h t a s  we 

waite d  fo r  L y n don io  come h ome  for. dinner . and  th e n  L y n don h a d  

immedi at el y a sked  h im  to  g o  to  ch u rch  w ith  u s on Sunday be^̂ oA.e. 

I h a d  h a d  a n  oppoA iunii^ io  J im p a r t  th is  in te r e s t in g  b i t  o f  

in fo r m a tio n .  B i l ly  h a d  Apoken o^ ik e  ^ a c i i k a i  k a v in ^  ike. 

se rv ic e  in  th e  h o u s e   w ou ld  make  s e c u r ity  e a s ie r  and  w ould  als o

give an opportunity to invite many  p eo p le  to the White House
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who wou.Ld oJJie.Au/-L6 e- pe.nh.apA ae.vejt come., 3  -4a.ccl ̂ 0 0 dl)y.e. J.o Jthe. 

Grahams and their daughter and son-in-law ,  t h e  D a n  L o t t e s  ( ? )  

a î Aoon o-d tve. weL/ie. Xji ^Ji.e ko iu e  and we.nt upAi.axA^i. |

Uie.Ae. wa^ one. niOJte. .6niaJ^i, buA jjrpoAjba.ni., tone Jthe. daij,

I  w anted make and th a t  w a s  w r i t e  a   l e t t e r  to  J im  K e tc h u m  

th e  C u r a to r , w h ic h  h e  c o u ld  k e e p  if  h e  w a n te d  to  in  th e  

White House file. . .  We have been m aking a col l e c t i o n  o f  l e t t e r s

fr o m  F ir s t  L a d ie s .  We aJjueads^ ka d  Aev&nal. and pA.omLAe^

or possibilities of more so I wrote mine--the next to last on White House \

s ta tio n e r y  th a t I  w o u ld   w r ite , a b o u t o u r   g o o d b y e  g ift , th e  

li t t le  C h ild r e n 's  G a r d e n  Aa^Jjri^ (^rtd kouj 9  koped  j i t  tuouJid 

be uAe.d and- en^oy,ed. Jin ik e  '̂ uJiun£.. A n d  ihanhA J. 6  kJijn and  aid. 

t h e  W h i t e  H o u s e  s t a f f  w h o  a d d e d  s o  m u c h  t o  

th e  p le a s u r e  o f living in this great house.  And then 9- ujA.oie. n.eaJLlĵ  ve.nLj. 

la s t  le t te r  to  J o h n  L o e b , a   th a n k  y o u  fo r  o n e  o f  th e  n ic e s t  

l e t t e r s  I  s h a l l  e v e r  r e c e iv e  in  my l i f e .   I t  h a d  been on t op 

o f m y  s ta c k  o f " r e a d  a n d  file " w h e n  I  c a m e  in  fr o m  h a ving. 

dinner  w ith  h im  la s t  n ig h t .

Ly ndon ha d  g one s t r a ig h t  f r o m  c h u r c h  to  h i s  o f f ic e .  W i th  

l e s s  th a n  tw e n ty  fo u r  h o u s e  le ft ,  h e  s ti l l  h a d  s o m e  im p o r ta n t

d ecis io n s  to  m a k e . O n e , w h a t  to  do about s e t t in g  a s id e  th e

7  m ill io n  o r  s o  a c r e s  o f la n d  fo r  N a tio n a l P a r k s  th a t S tu  U d a ll   

h a d  re commended . T h e  c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t  i n  h i m  w a s  e x c i t e d  b y
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:lh.e. x.d.e.a , bui. jJie oJ^d aongAjẑ -î rwLn. Jju;e.rut̂  <̂ ou/L y,e.aA^

Ji(LnLLhj2. ivJjtk(Ln,e.w ^Jiom 1J_. He. :ne.aJJiij. cLidn'i. (^ eX t'e i/e  In

government by. e x e c u t ive  oAcle.A , 6ict in  a maJ.uaJ. ujojJiZng. 

to g e th e r  o f th e  C o n g re ss  a n d  th e  P re s id e n t a n d  so  so m e tim e .

In  ikoA e loAi. kouAA , 3  d o n 't k n o u u u > k e . n ,  he ^eJUJLe^d 

^OA. AeJJJjxg a.4Xjde. yiorm. o i A  e aJie.a^ ih a t  we.Ae. adj a cen t 

to  N a tio n a l P a r k s   a lr e a d y  in  e x is te n c e , b u t d id  n o t g o  fo r  

t h e  h u g e  a c r e a g e  in  A l a s k a .

Ai. 2:00 jJxe:A£. wa^ a veAg Apec-xaJL ceremony . A  week o r  so  \ 

ago General Chapman had Aax.d JtkaJL jthe Marine Band woul d l ike 1 

t o o   c-orre. oveA and serenade us, to say goodbye .  H eywood |
bAoughJ. G eneral and M rs. Chapm an up to  th e  Y e llo w  O v a l R oom i 

w h e r e . Lyndon and  I met them, and with Lynda and Luci we went 

out onto the Truman Balcony and there  on the South  Lawn was  

the last performance for the Johnsons.  The Marine Band  in 

jJiexA l)AA.ghJ:. Ae.d unij^oAjnA ûm& a AtoLbtiig note o  ̂ eoJioA Jin th e  \ 

gAe.g ^ kad ivoAn ny. Aed coat ao  theg eouJLd Aee me ^Aom

t he Balcony . They played the "Pedernales River March" 

wkxck had. been composed and dedi c ated to  Ly ndon.  And then 

wken they play ed "The Marine Hymn" I looked, at Ly nda Bird , 

her face was quivering but strong.  , We le a n e d  over  th e  balcony. : 

and. th a n ked  them  and waved. And th e n  an af f e c t i onate qoodbye 

to   General and M rs. Chapman and th en  I  w e n t  I  w e n t  t o
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jJ ie  s wi mming p o o l -~lkejx.&. woA ‘̂OJt orxi^ la p  a , hvut |

9- cLl o  ̂ no-t u/arvt Jl o l(Lave. Jhe. Ixouyie. wxjJioiut one. moAsz. AwĴ m CLnd 

AOL/,lng. ^oodby.e ±o a ve.ALj. yjpe.cJjal plaae. jJxaJi  I  h a v e  lo v e d  

fo r  f iv e  y e a r s .  A n d  th e n  h u r r ie d ly  b a c k  u p s ta ir s , M r . P e r  

w a s  w a itin g .  I  h a d  a  q u ic k  sh a m poo and  s e t, s ig n e d  th e  

la s t le tte r s ,  A s h to n  h a d  b e e n  w o r k in g  m o s t o f th e  d a y .

A nd  ik.e.n a t  4 :3 0  waA djuzAAe.d sto g.o dou/n in  th e  L ib r a r y

to  m e e t  o u r  l i t t le  g r o u p  fo r  th e  d e d ic a tio n  o f  th e  C h ild r e n 's  

Garden .  ̂ anxLe.n. Ikejie. was  N a sh  C a s tro  a n d  R e x  S c o u te n  o f th e  P a rk  

S e r v ic e , a n d  th e  g a r d e n e r s , M r . W illia m s  a n d  B ill R u b a c k  

and  Ed Stone J r . w h o  h a d  d o n e  th e  d e s ig n  w ith  h is  p a r tn e r ,

M r . A l e x a n d e r , a n d  E d  S t o n e  S r ., and th e  Leonard M arks 

w ith  th e ir  s o n , a n d  th e  C a r p e n te r s  a n d  th e  A b e lls .  T h e r e  

w a s  a  fir e  g o in g  in  th e  L ib r a r y  a n d  a ta b le  w ith  d r in k s

and h o r s  d 'o e u v r e s .  A n d  I  s u ddenly realized that I w as fam ished,

I  h a d n 't  h a d  a n y  lu nch, but  j u s t  a s  I  appli e d  ny.AeJ.^ to  th e  

hors  d 'o e u v re s , B e ss  sa id  w e  h a d   b e tte r  g o  w h ile  th e re  w a s   

s t i l l  s o m e  l i g h t  s o  w e  c o u l d  g e t  p i c t u r e s .  S o  t h e  s t a r s  o f  

th e  e v e n t, L y n  a n d  L u c in d a  jo in e d  u s  w ith  th e ir  m o th e rs  a n d  

o ff w e  s ta r te d  o w n  to  th e  little  C h ild r e n 's  G a r d e n , a  

s tr u g g lin g  r e tin u e  le d  b y  L u c in d a  in  h e r  b a b y  c a r r ia g e , L y n  

m a rc h in g  s tu rd ily  a lo n g , a lw a y s  g la d  to  g o  a n y w h e re .
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Mr. Williams had told me th a t th e r e  w o u ld  b e  c r o c u s e s  

 ̂ c o m i n g  u p  u n d e r  t h e   apple tr e e  a n d  b e tw e e n  th e  fla g s to n e s

in  a b o u t tw o  m o n th s a n d  we t a l k e d  o f  p u t t i n g  a  l i t t l e  

bas k e t  s w in g  o n  th e  s tu r d ie s t  l im b  o f  th e  a p p le  tr e e .

U/e Aome A£Ltl\e/L g.ood p-̂ cJtitfi-e.A 3  ikxrih , o f Ly n (vJiih hxyi 

f e e t  p la n te d  f i r m ly  in  h i s  o w n  b r o n z e  fo o tp r in t s .  A n d  th e n  

we. '^ ^ e d  jJxA.ou.^ jAe. t u nne l  to  Mie ga r den, b u t we i

o n l^ ^ o t. tw o oM. tknjee pJicJLuA.e.A tkeJie. 6e^oMe. we. l o ^ t  oua. |

" s ta r "  - -L y n  w a lk e d  in to  th e  fish  pond. Somebody tu r n e d  |

lo o s e  o f  h is  h a n d  fo r  ju s t  one sp l i t  second. C u rio sity  and  \ 

tjuc4 t l e d  htm  on and he w alked  AA.^fvt tn — fa ll in g  w ith  a n  \

o u tr a g e d  e x p r e s s io n , u p  to  h is  s h o u ld e r s . E v er y body  j umped 

I  to  th e  r e s c u e .  I  th in k  it  w a s  M ik e  Howar d  wh o  a c tu a lly   pul l e d  ■

him  out and both L iz  a n d  B e s s  h a d  th e ir  c o a ts  o f f  in  a  f la s h  

and th e  wet and howlin g  l i t t l e  b o y  on th a t  r e a lly  ic y  d a y  

wa s  w r a p p e d  in  o n e  f le e t  s e c o n d  in  B e s s ' c o a t. L u c i p ic k e d  

h im  u p  a n d  th e  la s t w e  sa w  w a s  h e r  ru n n in g  u p  th e  d r iv e w a y . 

to  th e  W hite H ouse w ith  th a t  big  bundle in  h e r  a r m s . T h e

r e s t  o f  u s  c o l la p s e d  in  la u g h te r ,  h a l f  r e a l ,  h a l f  f r o m  

nerves. A nd  L ucinda  becam e the  sta r and  w e w heeled  her under  :

th e  apple t r e e  a n d  th e n  w e  s a t d o w n  in  th e  c h ild r e n 's  

( fu r n itu r e , L y n d a  a n d  L u c in d a  a n d  I , th o u g h  s h e 's  n o t

th e  tea  p a r ty  s e t  y e t .  A n d  th e r e  w e r e  p ic tu r e s  w ith  th e
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. designers and I  th in k , w ith  th e  g a r d e n e r s .  A n d  th e n  I  r a n
. -.■■■■ tlf9

I on ah.e.a o f  th e m  b a c k  to  th e  W h ite  H o u s e  a n d  u p  to  th e

i th ir d  f lo o r  to  m a k e  s u r e  L u c i  h a d  p u t l i t t le  b o y  in to  a  h o t

tu b  a n d  r u b b e d  h im  g o o d . T h e r e  h e  w a s , a ll  g r in s , n o n e  

th e  w o rs t fo r  h is  e x p e r ie n c e  a n d  w a rm  a n d  d ry  in  a n o th e r  

c u t e  o u t f i t .   L u c y  h a s  s o  

m a n y  d e l i g h t f u l  o u t f i t s  f o r  h i m '  

the little navy middy with it's slightly bell bottom trousers, the lederhosen with the little Alpine hat, perhaps his 

mos t  p ic tu r e s q u e , a n d  h is  s o p h is t ic a te d  o u tf i t  fr o m  th e  

D ick Ber l in s ,  th e  b lu e  a n d  w h i t e  s t r ip e d  s h ir t  a n d  th e  

ch e c k e r e d  p a n ts  in  w h ic h  h e  lo o k s  s o  m a n  a b o u t to w n ;  

 ̂ and p r o b a b ly  d e a r e s t  o f  a l l ,  h is  A ir  F o r c e  o u t f i t ,  ju s t  l i k e

h is  fa th e r 's , w h ic h  h is  G r a n d fa th e r  h a d  h a d  m a d e  fo r  h im .

B o th  o f  th e  g ir ls  e n jo y  d r e s s in g  th e ir  c h i ld r e n .

I w e n t d o w n  to  th e  L ib ra ry  w h e re  e v e ry b o d y  w a s  re la x in g  

an d  fin is h in g  th e ir  d r in k .  M r . A le x a n d e r  to ld  m e  n o t to
. 

w o r ry -- th a t th e y  w o u ld  in s ta ll a  s tu r d y  m e s h  w ir e  a b o u t  
tw o  in c h e s  b e lo w  th e  s u r fa c e  o f th e  p o o l, s tro n g  e n o u g h  to   

s u p p o r t  a  c h i ld ,  b u t  th e  f i s h  w o u ld  s t i l l  b e  c le a r ly  v i s ib le

th r o u g h  it .

Back u p s ta ir s , I  w a s  g o in g  th r o u g h  s o m e  fin a l d ra w e r s . 

M y b ea u tifu l ro o m  is a  sh a m b les.  T h ere  a re  packing, boxes  

\ a l l  ove r  t h e  f l o o r ,  and. an open fo o t  lo c k e r  to  r e c e iv e  c o n te n ts

o f  d ra w e rs  th a t h a v e  n o t b e e n  re a lly  p ro p e r ly  so r te d .
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Y Wixe.n urxJJ- ike.ij. be.? 3  am a^^Aai.d .4ome.u/ke.Aje. jJie.Jie. tvZLL be.

c  .iorne. ho.-ii-a .̂e-'i '̂ o.'L jJie. ’̂ui.tiA.e. . 9i. a A£LiJxeji. Aad

n0^ J -0 0pe.n a cupboaA.cl dooJi Jjx th e  W e s t H a ll  and  come upon

Aome o^ M rs . J oh n F i t z g er a l d  Kennedy 's  n o t epaper - - 9  .^o^ned  

JjL ove.n. i.o Mr. West .

A 6 o u i a ^ua/iieM. jto a Jj c , 3  g.o:t u/OA.d t h a t  A ver el l  Harrim a n   

woA L yndon 's  of f i ce. 3  u/enjt oven, and  kug.^ed h.lm a n d  

jJ ianhed  k-im ^ o a. m ^eJ.'^, r-. ouA. ch i l dre n , ^ ojl  aJJ. jjia j. ke  

h a d  done iJx i^  s k  countr y .

A n d  jJ \en  <^wich:dĵ  bach'upAi.ax/oi and  .ini.o n^ Ajed vel vet  

dxes s  ujJitk Jthe poAiJWLjit co JJx l a  io  ke  Aeadi^UvJJth. Ly ndon Jl o 

J.O jJxe r e c e p ti on that the Henry F or ds  a/e-'ie g iving , ^ oa . ih e  

Rod Mar kl eys  aJ. th e F S tr eet  C lub. That  mos t  di gni f i e d door  

waA JLined, cAowddd u/JJik y.oang: peop-Le and  3  u;ondeAja.d kAJje^Jjy.

weAe AO me o^ jJ ie p r ot e s ter s  who wer e h av-lng. 4ke.xjL 

O’jun coani.eA I naugur a l  mar ch on t h e Mal l  JUXVoJLvxn.̂  l udi cro u sly  

a p ig  whom t h e y  tueAe jjxAi.allA-ng oA P res i dent ,  oa lukeMiea ik e ^  

weAje i^oum^ c o l l e g e ki d s ^Aom neaAbt^ Ge o r g e  Was h igt on.

A n d  i k e n  3  i k o u g k t  ^ c e ^ iJ M j. jJ x a t 3  Ae.aUj^ d id tx J i k a v e  t o  car e. 

b e c a u s e  by tommoAOw noon lue k a d  no ^uAtlreJi. obl i g a t l o n  t o t h em  

^o.n. ik e lA . ^uiujLe . Ikey. u/eAe Amjjj^ng bAoadiy. a n d  a ck eeA  

 ̂ i^B.ni uf:> '^Aom jJxem aA tve madji. o io t wau. beJLiveen jJiem

V s t e p s  a n d  ik e y , c a l l e d  o u t ,  "Go o d  lu c k ,  M r. P r e s i dent ", a n d



(

f

<x>vi kancLi w&rvt ou t ^A.om and . Ly ndon to

Akake. a ^aio and 3  kep t laalk^Jicj. . A nd  one boy cal l ed,

'"You ALUie. JLid tjxij,, Ly ndon" . 9-t waA a id  ^oJit o^ mer r y .

A nd  xrt4tde th a t  sedate., hu t ele-^ant odd cJLuJd , mkeJte 

9-^ye ka d  AO many. g.o ad ttnie.^, tkeM.e ioa.4 ,J,ovtad Henr y  and l ovel y   

C h is tin a . We t hanked them  '̂ oM. tkexA. pant, tn  th e  p art y  '̂ oA.

doAt Monday. n t ^ k t  tn  New Yor k  and to l d  tkem  kow heauJLt^udL 

tkeJjL djOLû kJ.eJi.i kadd>een . We rn tn ^ e d  kA te^dy ivAjk t k e  

^ue.AtA, •^tndtn^ t k a t  tkeA.e wene. n o t many thaJL u>e knew.

Wel l  Jke^e  odd Aoom^ ivJiJid Aee a d o t o^ new p eo p le  and maybe 

Aome o ld , o ld  peop le  tn  tk e  n ex t ^oun. y e a a a . Moia jinteAjeAtjin^

JiL wxdJL be.

A nd  s ai d  a A ivl^t goodbye  and back to  ou/ l  own part y  a t  Jke. 

Mcx. Wh ite  Hous e , b u t tke&e. woA yeJ. one^AmadJ. th ln y . be<^on.e 

we y x e e te d  oun. own yueyjt_,6. Buf or d  and Cath er i ne El l i n gto n  -  — 

L y n d o n  h a d  ta l k e d  to  AomeJi.ime eandjieA. and a.Ake. d  th e  m to  djLop 

by“̂''weAe comtny upAtaJjiA to  tk e  Wes t  Hal l .  We kuyyed. eack 

otkeA. and ka d  a djvink and ta lk e d  about w kat we wejie. add yo ln y  

to  do. had bouyhj- a h ouse i n F lor ida and wejue yo ln y  t o

Apend <^wiet weekendU and. rnaybe r e t irement t ime tkene.. dkey 

botk p la y  ^ol<^ a t l o t  toyeJkeA . And. we toJ .ked  about ouM. 

h or s es  '̂ Aom Tennes s ee and v tA .it^  -in. tk e  '̂ uJ.uA.e and  Ajt waA 1.

a happy moment and about  7:15 , a <^J^ck yoodbye and  Lyndon |

1 9 , 1 9 69 page 10 \
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( and  I  w e n t  o u t  in to  th e  W e s t  H a l l  t o  j o in  o u r  

guests for our last party in  the W hite H ouse. 

Weeks  a^o wke.n. B e s s  a n d  I  kad. JiaI.ke.d aboiuL wh.aJL we 

wawLed jLo do wxjJx ih-L^ JljcL-iJi txji^kA, 9  ka d  AaA.d JtkeA.e waA onJi^ 

one bunch of  peo p le  t o sp en d  I t  wJJk and jJio jt wa^ ikoA e  

we k a d  w orked moAi. cJ-Oa Xî  wjitk --L yndon 's  to p  a s s is ta n ts  

and m ine. A nd  s o ikeJx£t. wejie. about s i x t y  g u e s t  f o r  d r in k s  

and buf f e t  di nner . T h o s e  th a t I  th in k  o^ o a the. eajtJi^ 

mor ni n g boys , J im  J o n e s  w ith  h is  p r e tty  y o u n g  w ife  a n d

gentle Larry Temple with Lu Ann, and young Bill Blackburn, 

and Lyndon's Press Secretary George Christian, whom I never

se e  a n y m o re  w ith o u t th in k in g  o f th a t lu d ic ro u s   n ic k n a m e  

h e  h a s  re c e n tly  a c q u ire d , "O ld  B la b b e r   M o u th "  w ith  J o a n n e  

wh o  w ill b e  h a v in g  a  b a b y  in  a  c o u p le  o f m o n th s , and th a t  

work h o rse , J o e  C a lifa n o  o v e r  w h o se  d e sk  h a s  p a sse d  su c h  a  

g r e a t m a s s  o f th e  im p o r ta n t le g is la tio n  o f th is  a d m in is tr a tio n ,  

and  in  s p ite  o f th e  h o u r s  a n d  th e  lo a d , h e  a lw a y s  h a s  th a t  

l i t t le  b o y  s m ile .  A n d  th e  s p e e c h w r ite r s , h e a d e d  b y   

Harry  M c P h erso n  w h o  h a s b een  w ith  u s  s in ce  S en a te  d a ys  a n d  

h is  w ife  a n d  th e  P e te r  B e n c h le y s  - -  to  me a newcomer ,  b u t  v e r y  

a ttr a c tiv e , th e  L a r r y  L e v in s o n s , th e  C h a r lie  M a g u ir e s  

and th e  Ben W attenburg s  a n d  m y  o w n  sp ec ia l sp eech w rite r

Erv Duggan, one of the gayest hands in the White House.



 ̂ He has defied all of Liz's efforts to marry him off.  And

Ly ndon's  own se c re ta r ie s , J u a n ita  a n d  M a ry  a n d  d e a r  M a rie.

br in g in g  J o h n  C r is w e ll w ith  h e r . A n d  m y  fo lk s  fr o m  th e  

E a s t W in g , B e s s  w ith  T y le r  a n d  L iz  a n d  L e s , a n d  A s h to n  

and J o h n  G o n e lla , a n d  d e a r  little  C a r o l C a r ly le  w h o  to u c h e d  

me very  m u ch  w h en  sh e  sa id  sh e  w a n ted  to  n eed lep o in t o n e  o f 

m y  d in in g  r o o m  c h a ir s  - -  o n e  h a s  to  fe e l c lo s e  to  u n d e r ta k e  

all th a t w o r k .  A n d  th o s e  w h o  a r e  g o in g  to  T e x a s  w ith  u s ,

th e  T o m  J o h n so n s, th e  H a rry  M id d le to n s  w ith  w h o m  I'v e  w o rk e d  

s o  m u c h , a n d  th e  B o b  H a rd e s ty s , a n d  W a lt a n d  E lsp e th  

 ̂ R o s to w , th a t u n iq u e  m a n . I  th in k  i f  L y n d o n  h a d  to  c h o s e

/  one perso n  fro m  a m o n g  th o se  h e 's  w o rk e d  w ith  to  h o n o r  a n d

r e s p e c t  th e  m o s t ,  i t  w o u ld  b e  W a l t .  A n d  th o s e  h a n d s  

w ho  m anaged  the C ongress M ike M ana tos the Sena te , and  dear  

Ba r e fo o t S a n d e r s , th e  H o u s e , a n d  I  th in k  h is  a p p o in tm e n t  

to  a  ju d g e s h ip  is  g o in g  to  c o m e  th r o u g h , o n e  la s t g r a c e  n o te  

as we bow out.  And there was that sturdy veteran of three or four Administrations, Charlie Murphy who is helping on 

t h i s  t r a n s i t i o n ,  a n d  B e t t y  F u r n e s s  w h o  

h a s  b e c o m e  a  g r e a t f a v o r i t e  w i t h  

L y n d o n  f o r  h e r  o u t - s p o k e n ,  a b l e ,  l o y a l  

h a n d lin g  o f h e r  jo b  w ith  h e r   h u sb a n d , M r . M id g le y .  A n d  

 ̂ Ly n d a  a n d  L u c i ,  b o th  v e r y  c lo s e  to  a l l  th e s e  p e o p le .   I t  i s

a  jo y  to  m e  th a t th e y  a re .  T h e ir  c h ild re n  w e re  w ith  u s

Sunday January 19, 1969 page 12
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fo r a  la rg e  p a rt o f th e  even in g .  L u cin d a  in  h er b a b y  ca rria g e  

or being passed around from  arm  to arm  and all the ladies

especia lly excla im in g over h er. A n d P atrick  L yn don  w eavin g  

in  an d  ou t betw een  everybody's legs, a  m en ace to  drin ks  

and ash trays an d  everyth in g h e can  reach . A n d th ere w ere  

the B rom  Sm iths, and G eorge and L illian R eedy, from  our .

Senate day s . G e o r g e  is  h a p p ily  s e tt le d  d o w n  I  th in k   w ith  

a p ro jec t in vo lv in g  a  n ew sp a p er a n d  S o u th  A m erica n  co u n tr ie s . 

A nd  h a n d so m e  y o u n g  D e v ie r  P e a rso n  w ith  h is  w ife . H e 's  co m e  

ver y  c lo s e  to  u s  in  th e s e  la s t  m o n th s ,  v e r y  q u ie t  b u t  

h a n d le s  a  h e a v y  w o rk  lo a d  w ith  a b ility , d is c re tio n  a n d

p e rs is te n c e .  A n d  D o r is  K e a rn s  --  m y  fir s t m e m o ry  o f h e r  i

i s  o f  w r i t i n g  a n  a r t i c l e  " H o w  t o  D u m p  L y n d o n  J o h n s o n "  i n  a n  

i n t e l l e c t u a l  m a g a z i n e  - -  t h e r e  d e s c r i p t i o n  w o u l d  b e  t h e i r  o w n  - -  \ 

and h e r e  s h e  w a s  a f t e r  a  c o u p l e  o f   y e a r s  a s  a   j

W h ite  H o u s e  fe llo w  in  o u r  c lo s e s t  c ir c le .  W e  b o th  l ik e  h e r  

and  i f  I  a m  a n y  ju d g e  a t  a l l ,  s h e  h a s  c o m e  to  u n d e r s ta n d  a n d  

l ik e  L y n d o n .  A n d  th e r e  w e r e  th e  B il l  Hopki n s ,  h e 's  t h e  

o ld   stand  by, a d m in is tr a tio n  in , a d m in is tr a tio n  o u t fo r  th e  ;

W h ite  H o u se  O ffic e .  B u t L y n d o n  h e 's  a ssu m e d  a  p e rso n a l 

re la tio n .  A n d  E rn ie  G o ld ste in  a n d  P e g  w h o  w e re  h e a d in g  

back  so o n  fo r  P a r is  a n d  w h o  sa y  th e y  w o u ld  lik e  to  a d v a n c e  I

th e  tr ip  w h e n e v e r  w e  c o m e  o v e r  a n d  p la n  th in g s  fo r  u s  to  d o .
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(  A n d  Ly ndon 's  new es t  :^e.aAxijiamj.,Ph y l l is  Bonnar o.

The. e.v&.nJjrî  waA Ĵ ong. and^JjxjoLri^e- XjOLrid J.O me., veju^ de.oA..

M  l)eg.an aatuadJy. on a s t r a in e d  not e, Ly ndon waA no^ xix a 

par ty mood, noi. even wXJih ike^je people. . TkeJie.^A AOme 

kang. oveA. '̂ A.om jJioAe kouAA o^ Sa tur day  nig h t  when he. woke 

up a6out 3:30  wxjJx ^e\/eAj^ paJjr^ Xn kU^ cke^i. and we cal l e d

ik e  Chi e f  and jJxan. jJxe doct or  and JtkeJve ive/uz iwo on. mone. 

koufui O'̂  A&aJ. apprehens i on, A£,ad in s ecur it y . A n d  once oX. 

Jjjux.ce g.ejtting. Ae.ad^ i.o g.o ou t to  ivo aIi o a. AomeJkJji^ ^ocJiaJL 

ke  .Aatd doAhd^, "9̂  d o n 't t h ink 3  can make jLL. " Arid mXjcedwHk 

th a t  f eel i ng waA the. ^o.ct ■ th a t  AeveAnd. tJxtjrL^ k a d  g.one 

/  ' wr ong, u g l y  wr ong., tn  the, Ixjuit daî  oa. tu > o --th tii^  ke  c.ouJLd

no t mend , AeJLnjieve, eoAA.ect o.nd ao ke  waA a bur d ened h os t ,   ̂

not a .^0^ 0 uA one. A nd 3  tju je d  to  wajtk tw te e  aA koA-d limn^c V 

th e  eveni ng aJJ. 9  w anted I t  to  be '^oA theA e veA^ ufondeA.'̂ uJ. 

ApectaJ. p eo p le .

We ka d  dnA/ih-'i, theA e waA a l>aA tn  th e  k a l i ,  a.nd eveAij.bod^ 

.'jt^ned  th e  ^ueA t book , one o-̂  th e  mos t  p rec i ous  docume n ts  

3- Aka.lL ta k e  ou t o^ tk tA  kouAe , and. g ues t s  dU^^^ted down to  • 

th e  ^dyjt H a ll to  lo o k  a t  th e  poA tju ittA  o^ ll4 bo th , a n d  e v e n t-  

ua l l y  we ka d  a de,Lic.-iouA bu^'^et AuppeA. e a ttn ^  t t  a c tu a lly .,

( 1-iteAjxllii on ouA lo.pA, o. ^ a o up w ttk  Ly ndon i n  th e  Wes t  H a ll ,

anoth er  gr oup In  tk e  Cent er  H a ll, and I , w.ith about twenty.

'r !t'
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OA p e o p le In  -the y e l l o w O val Room. 9 t  m^JjLi In to

a mont age, 9- cannot po^AuIjiJ^. Ae.me.ml)e.a. Z i ^n  Ae.^e.nce^ lû UA 

pAe.cjJiji.on, b u t the.Ae. aAe. v ^n e .tie .^  o<̂ me AxiJijimj. lojOK 

J o e  C a l i f ano hunched over  a aaAd ta b le  Xn J ^  Wes t  Hal l . 

w hile  ke ± o ld  me how muck Jh.e.Ae. y,ean.A ka d  me.ant . He r a l d  

deaA jth x n ^  aix>ut Ly ndon, and 9 , w jitk ivaAmih aboui. kJim.

A nd  th e n  Jjx ik e  y e l lo w  Oval Room, ivken we ka d  ̂ jinJuJxed oujt 

plaJLe.A and we be^an alA  teJLLin^ IjittJ ie  Ai.onJj^A aboui. ouA. 

f unn i es t  and  mos t  poi gnant or mos t  to  be r emember e d  moment  

AM. th e  Whi t e  H o u se , and Li z , dependably b A o u ^k t^o A tk  Aome 

kAjjzAA.ouA one^ and E rv and even o ld  b la bber  mouth, Geor ge 

C h ris t i an wh o AO Aeldom r e la xes  i n to  humor or  p er s onal  

anecodojLeA. 9-i. wcla an evening chaA^ed w ith  emojLion o^ oveA 

< l̂owJin.̂  <^eeJLln^^o-^ keen awaAeneAA th .a t JthtA wa.A A ayln^ 

g oodby e to  AO much and. Ao many . Luci  A a td  la teA . th a t  Ake 

"^^It Daddy. waA r es e n tf u l  of  th e  s en ti ment and th a t  wken Ake 

a,Aked the. OAcheAtAa to  s i ng A u ld  Lang Syne  and we '^ound 

ouAAelveA tn  a. AOAt o^ cJjtcJLe tn  th e  k a i l ,  and to  me i t  waA 

maytc moment , and. 9- Aeached out and. to o k  kandyj and eveAybody 

e l'ie  dx-d Ao , and eveAybody pj2.aUjy. wa.A cloAe .to tea .A A --but 

Lyndon n o t bei ng w i l l i ng to  a ccep t th e s e n time n t s omeh ow 

r e t r e a te d  tn to  th e  yelLow Room . A  l o t  o^ liA congrega te d  in . 

th e r e and th e n  s omeh ow, s ometi me duA,iny th e  evenAJty Luci  

If IT'---:
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( and 9  boJA had jAa ■^e.ellna  ̂ ^ a t  he A.eJj0.x&ct , became m ellow

( and ended, ike. evening, on o. s weet  not e. I  do n o t know who

on. tohaJ- caioded a .

And. one v ig n e tte  L-i me .4tandhi.2 b .̂ ±ke win.douj, taking , a. j 

Jxiuit dooU ^A.om th a t ^jpot o-̂  tdze gr ea tes t  view In  Washi ngt on  

ou l oven. the. South Lawn to  th e  J ef f er s on Memor i al  and the. taJJL \ 

^sha'^t o^ th e  Was hi ngton  Monument; and tk e n  \4 -ttiln g  down w ttli \ 

DeVi er  Pear s on to  t a l k  w ith  him  about one o f th e  p r oj e c ts  

we wen.e. botdx heenJig. i n te r es t e d  i n  and th a t  he h a d ^ u A t k a d  S 

a ^ I n a l  con'^e/ience on to  dag. 9  a^ked  him what he waA going  

to  be doing , he A a ld  he way, going to  s ta y  hejue In  Washi ngt on  

and he use d  an expA.eAAlon 9̂ chenlAhed , "you. know the. 

pr es i d en t wi l l  s t i l l  be my c l i e n t .": ' ■ . . ■ ■ O ’ ■■ ■.

The on.ckeAtAo. plaged. "The Y ellow  Ros e of  Texas " , and  

"Hello D olly " and. once and. Ixu it "Hai l  to  th e  Chi e f ", and we. 

a l l  n.ode along on AucceALve u>o.vê i O'̂  e.motlon In  oun. own — 

AepaJiate wagA . And. ^ tn a llg  a t one p o .in t, Harry  McPher s on 

made a to a s t  , a beautl^uX  eJLo<^ent add/ueAA to  theA e lo A t

^ I v e  geaA4 and. to  Ly ndon. And. th e n  Ly ndon began to  t a l k ,  

qui e t l y , low key , g e n tle  h i  ^ a c t. ^ t  woA good and 9- wo a ;

pAoud o^ him. ■ •

j And tn en  -it ujcla t i me. to  go home and eve.Agbodg. began to  !

dr i f t  away ~ - l t  wo.a  abaul 11: 00 and keAe ik e  m ood o^ th e  part y  |

if. ■ ‘ II
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 ̂ f ch anged . We. h a d  a J l  come In  oJ. d

ke.y., te-OAe. , em o±lonal, and 3  '^e.Jji i l \a t  e.ve.Ji^yodj^, me. 

AJicJ-uded we djiJ-.^i.ed awaii. , weA.e l.eavAJx^ lujjjx Jthe: 

'̂ e.eJUin^ ihcu t we weAe. played out , numb, a l l passi o n s spent , 

r eady fo r  i t  t o  be ov er .

9  h a d  a kuh and by. mj.dni.yhj., J.uAne.d Jtke J jiy k t ou t.

1/


