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January 13, 1964 
10: 30 p. m. 

TELEPHONE CONVERSATION BETWEEN SECRETARY McNAMARA AND 
GENERAL 0 1 MEARA 

McN Andy, give the substance of the message that is there to President 
Chiari. .. use two_ channels. 
Will you tell Valerino that he can count on our help in the event the 
Communists endeavor to take over control of the government? 
Will you, in the . event that you received no request from Valerino or 
Chiari for help -­ in the event of an alledged Communist takeover, 
immediately contact me - ­ at any hour, tonight? 
... In the event of no request, but in the event of an alledged coup, 
immediately contact me anytime tonight.. 
. . . That's why we want to cover all of these various contingencies ... 
. . . In the event you have already told Valerino... 
In the event that Valerino subsequently requests assistance to deter 
a Communist coup or prevent a Communist coup --­ you will grant the 
assistance and immediately call and inform us of the situation. 

0 1M O. K. In the event Valerino requests ..• we will. 
McN Hang on just a second, Andy. 

Andy? 
0 1M Right 
McN To go back over the previous instructions, relating to a Communist coup 

you will tell Valerino that in the event of a Communist coup he can count on 
our assistance to prevent it. 

0 1M Right. 
McN In the event that he subsequently calls on you for such assistance alledging a 

Communist coup -­ you will grant such assistance if you have reason to 
believe based on your knowledge of the situation that it is a Communist 
coup -­ and simultaneously with granting the assistance you will immediately 
call us and tell us that you're doing so. In the event you have any doubt 
as to whether it s a Communist coup for which he is requesting assistance 
to prevent, you will call us and exchange views on the matter. 

0 1M Before granting it? 
McN Right. Hang on just a second. . •.... Andy.. there is one other situation 

we should cover -­ it is a little complicated. It is this; in the event that 
Chiari calls you for assistance to prevent a Communist coup, first, try to 
contact Valerino and get his view as to whether it is or is not a Communist 
coup. Secondly, you may not be able to maintain or quickly obtain contact 
with Valerino unless you set up some arrangements ahead to maintain close 
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contact with him and you should therefore do that. 
O'M I have that. 
McN Thirdly, in the event you have any doubt as to whether it is or is not 

a Conununist coup or in the ev_ent that Chiari and Valerino appear to 
be in conflict one with the <i>ther, call up here immedfately. 

0 1M O. K. 
McN Now, do you have any questions _covering any of these contingencies? 
0 1 M No•.. let1s see,_ the last one is in case of doubt... 
McN Call.. or in case of apparent conflict between Valerino and Chiari 
0 1 M O. K. I've got that now. Conflict. 
McN And don1 t hesitate to call at any time of the night. 
0 1 M Right 
McN And we 1ll confirm this in cable but don1t wait for the cable in order to act. 
0 1M .O. ~. I'll get moving at once. 
McN Very good, thanks a lot. 
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Will you, in the e t that you received no requeat from V 
Cbiul I.or help•• int event of u alleqed Commwd1t 
immediately contact me. , at ay hour. tonl1bt. 
Jn the •vent of DO nqueat, ut in tM event of &D alledge 
oontact me uytime toal1ht. • • · 

rino or 
over, 

immediate!y 

That'• wb.y we want to cover all o 

Ia th• event you have &heady told V 

Ira the event that V&hrtno 1ub1equeatly r 
a Communlat coup or prevent a Comm 

Aady. to 10 back over the previou• in 
coup. you will ull ValeriDo that 1a t 
count on our uaiatance to prevent i. 
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U1e two claanule•••• 
Will you e.11 Vwrb:lo that he can count osa our belp iA &U even& the 
Communi•t• en vor to take over coa&rol of th9 1overnment? 
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Mdl: 	 la dMt •"91 Ill.at v.i...t. •••••adF......ta u.U&aac• co deter a 
c........-·............ c..-ef•& ..... . . ,.. wi11 .... tM 
..................., .. ,. ca11.a. ....... ef .... •ltudoa. 


O.X. lalM ..... ValntM ._....... . . .. will. • • 

.....Js••••..... ....,. 
AMJ? ....... 

Te 1• _.Me• "'9 pnloU G , • • Ml•dae to a C.--nl•t coup 
J• wU1 •U Yale.-. tM& ill dlilt _ · • ol a C1 ....aea coep .. cu ceut...............,,....... 


O'M ••P..McJC 	 Ill die e"9t tllat M ........,a, 'I .. ,_ .... 18~ ...tat1•ce alle..iDa 
aC1m..a11a...,. ••,_wm,nu . ......._11,..Mwnuoato 
..U.w ..... • ,_. .......... Ill. aU.1tl• eMt U ia a Cem-a•i•t 
CHP· •• _. •S-ltlMMelJ widl 1• · ca.. U•.....c• ,_Will tmme•ately
..u .....Mil ...... ,..... ..... ... la .......... ,.. ......., ..... 

l 

.. • ..... la a. a Ctml'1ul9& ..., IO 9Mdl • le N ....dac ..eie&aace

.. '"'"*' ,.. will ..u............ - -.... aattel'• 	

! 
i 


............... "' 


....._ .... • '9et a ...... &a4ff • la w ..-.. altsaaU.. we alaould ..-a-.... ll le a Ihde •••flicaa.... It a. la Ute e...a cUt CWUl can. 
,.. IN _....... te pnwea a C••••atet ~.. lir•t UJ • ..iac& Valttrlao 
.......................... ,........ . . &.... . . .....Uy. 

,_.ar WM .W.. &a ....... P '91cldy • C..Uct 1lrltll Yaleriao aalea• 

,..Ht .........._...... aMU • .,_ c~Wm and 
,.................... ......
........... 

TldnlJ• •ta. na.t ,_ ..... MJ ..... u • • I& a. •I' la DO& a 
C••-••a ..., • • ... ....a at.M a.tart ... Vi * ' a,,.ar to.._ 111 
c..alct - wt&a. &M e&M•, .U q MM , dfnl·t;el~ 
o.a. 
Row .. ,.. ..... .., ....deu ...... ..., .. ...... ...;. , 
.....le&'•_ ...... _ ........ .,....... 	 ~ 
:: .• 

can. ••• ta .... .,.,...... e..nta 1ti11•••• vaa..... • a.iar& v' 
0. IL '" ... tM& .... . C1adlct. . 	 ~· -~ 
._.._,&llaellate .. calla&MFU..of-..a,u , I \' vi 
~'B c..ona~"f:..=m;:='=·tM ultle &la UMI' ao . ~ 
•.., .........,,.a.. , 	 \ 

0.JC. I ~ 'Pr' 1?'>1~ 4.'t° ~ ,, 

,,? ·-~--

SERV.cE SET 

http:calla&MFU..of


... 

........, ll, 196• 

lO&SOp 


Ti:LEPHOM.E CONV£1l&\T10N BETW.E.EN SEClUCTAllY McNAMARA AND 

0.EHJCBAL O'MU.RA . I 


ID &M eveat &bat ValeaUO aal>aq•adr r-.ueai. u118tanc• to deter a 
Commmabt cap er pre.eat a Commaat•t.coup. •• JOU will 1rw the 
u1i8taac:• aad lmme41ate1r · c:a11 ud laform u of the 1i&ll&Uoa. 

\ 

O'M 0. X. Ia the event VU.rhlo :r..uata••• we wW••• 

McN Haq oa J••t a aeceM. Aluly. 


Mc;N 	 Aaq? 
QIM 	

llUpt . 

McH To 10 laack over ta. Pl'•Yiou illa~lledoD•.... relada1 to a C.mmuutet coap 


roa will tell Val9riao tllaat la ta. •Yellt of a C9111mvat1t coap ha cu COUDt 

OD 9"1' aaaiataace to pl'eftat l.L \ 
BJallL . \ 
la tba eftll& da&t be aalMl..-eadr call~Oll JOU for 1uca aa•iataace all•daiaa 
a Conmwa!at ceap. •• pa will arw •• a aaaiataac• II Joa laave naaoa to 
i.U.ve baaed • JOQ.r lmowle•• •I tJae imatlOD •t tc UI a Comnmatat 
coup••• au 1brmlaauoulr Wida 1raatiq u1lataac• r• will immediately 
call u aad -u •• dial ,..•re dota1 10. ti. eftllt JCMI laave ur doubt 
u to -.&Ur it ia a Cemmmdat c:o.p for dl IMt l9 req'1••dlaa •••latan~• 
to prneat, JO• will call aa aad ..cbaqe .t 1 oa tlM matter. .. 

o•w Before 1:raatl•1 it? 
> 

McN JUabL Hua oa ja11·a ••coad. AaclJf TMr i• ora• otber altaadoa we allo.WS ' ' cover•••• u ta a UUl• eomplica&ecl. lt 19 U.Ua in 1M •Hal Cb&t Claiarl calla 
JOG for uai.taace ee pn..a& a Ceammaia& coa Brat h"J to coatact VU.rtao 
aac:I 1•t lala 'riew aa to wM&ber It le o• u aot a mm\laiat coup••• aecoa.dly. 
JOU may 110C be aW. to matDtaia or q\lldlly ob coataet witll Valerino aakee 
Je'tl ••, "' 1om• uraaae-•ta alle&4 • mataiaia .. coatactwlth him and 
JO• aMalcl tbentore do tJaa&. 
l uve daat. 
Tldrdly, la tM ewld you laaft aar doubt u to What r i& 1• or UI not a 
Comm11at1t coup ea- la die eTeld tlaal QJari aacl Val9~iuo appear to be ia 
ce.alct oae wi&la die odller, call tap Mr• imnwdlately.\ 

O'M 	 ~L \ 
McN Now do .,_ laaYe ..,. ....ttou COYerlac UJ' at tbe•• coilUqead••? 

O'M No•••let'•••• dle laat oae u la caH of .toabt.. 

\.
\ 
 r, 

McM Call. •• or la cu• ef apparnt coaftlct betwua YU.rino aD. Chiari r. 1~ 
O'M O. K. 1•.. IR &Ml ..... CoaalcL • 	 w11'~ 
McN 	 ... doa't ••ttate '8 call a& .., time of tM .a,1at . ;\\
o•w ~a.a. •u _ 1 .._~ l:'t,;r&it for ta.. aable la order co ae&. l1McN 	 _._. c~ ~ C •wu y· 


V•ry poet. &lea•ka a lot. \ 

o.x. 
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McN 	 U•• two cbaanele••• , . 


Will JOG tell VA!el'illo that 11. caa couat Oil our taelp ba tbe event the 

Commuaiat• endeavor to ~

\ 

. over coatzol of tba 1onrame11&? 

WW yoa, in the event that you\

\ 
received AO requeat from Valerino or 


CIU.ari t.or balp -·la tile neat ~l aa .U.qed Commu.nUt takeover. 

lmmectiaiely ~oatact me••• at ~X llou. lonlabt. 
Jn tbe enDt of u requat. b'1t la\thie eftDt of aa .U.qed coup, immediately 
ooatact m. aa,um. toaiaht. • • \ 

\ 
Tbat'• why - waat.to cove., all of ~· ftrioua coadaaendH••• 

IA the evnt fO\l !a&ve already told Vale>:ino••• 

Jn tbe • ...,., llaa& V•.tao •llb•...,.u&Jr ~1M•&o •••iataDce to ci.ter 
a Commwdat eotap or prewnt & Commwaiat' coup•••• .. 

Andy, to 10 back over tb.e previoua illatrucUona relatiq to a Commmdat. ~oup, JOU will &ell Valerbao that la the event of a Commualat coup he c:ao 
. .. ... count on our u•iataac• to preftlU it.a-.-· .·· 
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Tho Preaident rec•ived a fwl report oo tba •ituation bl Panama 
from Mr. Mann. 

Mr. Mann empbaaized that O. S, force• bl the Panama Canal Zeme have 
behaved admirably under extreme provocation. TU Preaident continuea 
to believe that the flrat easential i• the maintenaace of peace. Foz this 
reaaon, the United State• welcomes the eatabliahment of the Joint 
Cooperative Committee • the lnter-Amerlcu Peace Commiaeion. 

'THU~ 

We want to be good nei1hbor1. Bat we cannot allow the ••curity 
of the Panama Canal to be imperiled. We bav• a reco1ni&ed obliaatton to 
operate the Caaal efficiently and aecarely aad we intend to honor that 
obligation in UM iDtereata of all who depend on It. 

The United Stat•• continue• to believe that wben order i• fully 
restored it will be poeaible to have direct cliacuaaion• between the two 
government•. 

, O 
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tbe af!icieo.t, .fe"cure operation
s 
oi e canal i11 in t l i)eetlintere•t o_L£~- hemisphere 


1d, i~dt-.:e dt th~_, .•tre e World. _/ -t-)1 

r-~- w-'- ~JI. Lh~ 


(4 ) We}want o be good neighbora . ve oo intention 
· '. · ' ' , r the security 

oi the. ca~ We have a. recoantzedbll obligation to 

ope x·~ th~ ~:>~ Canal ea.lei~~te~r · 

honor t®t ,:ooligatio~·)- ~g-~;~7~ 


. ~ ~- ~~4 
( 5) The U. S . c: •:ni~~'lue s tv~baf'i t:rmt wb.e"1pea~ ie/\~ it 

will b• po•~1ole to ha.ve direct a• • u&l Ji i dbcutssiona 
... a ail 1Jl'9iJl

1

~attJ-betwoen two 1ovei-nm~uts~peorueG 
have ·Jeeu :nld s till s h-oUldl)e i& iel\C.ia, 

~ \ttr ~~j -o, 

0 . 
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