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January 13, 1964 
10: 30 p. m. 

TELEPHONE CONVERSATION BETWEEN SECRETARY McNAMARA AND 
GENERAL 0 1 MEARA 

McN Andy, give the substance of the message that is there to President 
Chiari. .. use two_ channels. 
Will you tell Valerino that he can count on our help in the event the 
Communists endeavor to take over control of the government? 
Will you, in the . event that you received no request from Valerino or 
Chiari for help -­ in the event of an alledged Communist takeover, 
immediately contact me - ­ at any hour, tonight? 
... In the event of no request, but in the event of an alledged coup, 
immediately contact me anytime tonight.. 
. . . That's why we want to cover all of these various contingencies ... 
. . . In the event you have already told Valerino... 
In the event that Valerino subsequently requests assistance to deter 
a Communist coup or prevent a Communist coup --­ you will grant the 
assistance and immediately call and inform us of the situation. 

0 1M O. K. In the event Valerino requests ..• we will. 
McN Hang on just a second, Andy. 

Andy? 
0 1M Right 
McN To go back over the previous instructions, relating to a Communist coup 

you will tell Valerino that in the event of a Communist coup he can count on 
our assistance to prevent it. 

0 1M Right. 
McN In the event that he subsequently calls on you for such assistance alledging a 

Communist coup -­ you will grant such assistance if you have reason to 
believe based on your knowledge of the situation that it is a Communist 
coup -­ and simultaneously with granting the assistance you will immediately 
call us and tell us that you're doing so. In the event you have any doubt 
as to whether it s a Communist coup for which he is requesting assistance 
to prevent, you will call us and exchange views on the matter. 

0 1M Before granting it? 
McN Right. Hang on just a second. . •.... Andy.. there is one other situation 

we should cover -­ it is a little complicated. It is this; in the event that 
Chiari calls you for assistance to prevent a Communist coup, first, try to 
contact Valerino and get his view as to whether it is or is not a Communist 
coup. Secondly, you may not be able to maintain or quickly obtain contact 
with Valerino unless you set up some arrangements ahead to maintain close 
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contact with him and you should therefore do that. 
O'M I have that. 
McN Thirdly, in the event you have any doubt as to whether it is or is not 

a Conununist coup or in the ev_ent that Chiari and Valerino appear to 
be in conflict one with the <i>ther, call up here immediately. 

0 1M O. K. 
McN Now, do you have any questions _covering any of these contingencies? 
0 1M No... let1s see,_ the last one is in case of doubt... 
McN Call.. or in case of apparent conflict between Valerino and Chiari 
0 1 M O. K. I've got that now. Conflict. 
McN And don1 t hesitate to call at any time of the night. 
0 1 M Right 
McN And we 1ll confirm this in cable but don1t wait for the cable in order to act. 
0 1M .O. ~. I'll get moving at once. 
McN Very good, thanks a lot. 
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U•• two claannele•••• 
Will you tell V~•riao that he can count OD our belp in &Jae event the 

Communi•t• en vor to take over coa&rol of th9 1overnmeat? 

Will you. in the • t that you received no refiueat from V rino or 

Cbiul I.or help•• int event of u alleqed Commwd•t over, 

immediately contact me. , at ay hour. tonlsbt. 

Jn tu •vent of DO nqueat, ut lA tDe eftnt of an alledge immediate!y 


oontact me &AyUme Coal1ht... · 


That'• wily we want to cover all o 


Ia th• event you have already told V 

Ira the •vent that V&hrtno 1ub••qu.atly r 
a Commualat coup or prevent a Comm 

Aady, to 10 back over the preYioua in ruction.a ~elatin1 to a Co.ttununiat 
coup, you will tell ValeriDo that lat event of a Co~unia_t toup b.e can 
count oa our uautance to prevent i . 
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T&L&ftlQllE cc.av&UATJOJf asnzu UCUTAAY MclL\MAU. AND 
.QDl&L\.L O'MSA&A 

Mdl: la dMt •YR& Ill.at Y-1arim ••••••atlr ,_..... u.U&aac• co d.ter a 
c......., -••I' pneat a c..-ef•& _,. ••,_will paat tlMI 

.......................,. call ... .,...... ., .... •ltudoa. 


0. X. la IM •"8& Yalntae ••· . . .. will. ••....."'........... ....,.
...,,...... 
Te 1• I.ad ne• a. pnloU c ., • • nl•dae to a C.mmulea coup 
J•will•UTalen..tM&a.""9 _ -• oiace __.•tcoep .. cuceut 
.......a.t:aaceaepnftatl&. 


O'M ••P..McJC la die •wat tlla& • ........,a, • • ,_ ,... ••~ uetataace aUe..lq

• c.............. ...,.. wm anu ......... If,.. .... nuoa &o •
I.
Nllew .....•,... .......... tt1. ••••ti• IMt U ia a Cem-a•iet 

........ ··-··--..,..•• - cM .......... ,.. wdl .......iely ~ 
..u ............... ,..••• '°""... la .........,,.. ......., ..... 

M a.,...,... la a. a C1mw1ule& ..., IO wMck .. le N ....dlac ..eie&aace 
.......... ,.. will ..u.............. ...-.... aattel'. 

! 
i 

adowep...... ltt J 
l 

8fPL law ..-r afttaaU.. .. akould 
.? 

.... •Juta...... ._.,., • 
f 

i ........ ll ...Utde .....,....... It a. la Cite ..... dLat Qla.rl calla 

,.. IN Wietlt... te pnwaa a C•••••atat p. lir•t UJ • ceatac& Val1tdao 
aa4 ... Ide Ylew U ........... k le N le ... a l CMf• • • ffC•dly, 
 l,_.ar WM .... ta ....... P '9icldJ - . CeMact 1lrltll Yaleriao aalea• 

,..Ht .. ...._.....a-..• ...... Wm and 1,................... ......
........... w c~ 


TllU.ar. a &M na&,.. ._.._ MJ .._.. u • -.- • I& a. OI' la ao& a 
C•m-••t ..., ..- • * "9a& dta& Qfari ... 'Ii 1ao,a,,.ar so'- Ill 
ceadlct - ~&Ilia .aM•, ..U q MM .U.lelr; 
o.a. 
Row .. ,_ ..... .., ....deu ...... ..,. ....... - ­
.....le&'•_ .....,_................. 

cau. ••u ta CM• fJf ananu e-'Uct 1lill&••• Yale.._ d CW.rt v' 

l 

0. JL rwe ... tM& .... . Cindie&.. ~· \\' 
... ..,.,, lla•llate .. call at MF &a.. of....... I ' .v :' 

~'U c..ona~~.. ' ~=m;g=-=·- ultle ia NMI' 10 -
•..,, ............a.., \ 

O.X.,~°Pr-t,,...,~ ~~ ,, 

l' 

i..,?-- .... ..__ 
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T.i:LEPHOM.E CONV£RSAT10N BETW.E.EN SEC:JU:TAllY McNAMARA AND 

0.ENlCllAL O'WEA.RA . I 


ID ta.. eveat &bat ValertmO •al>a-.•adr requeai. u118tanc• to deter a 
Commmabt ceup er pr•Yeld a Commaat•t.coup. •• JOU will 1rw the 
a1118taac• aad lmaMa4tate1r call ud laform u of the 1i&11atioa. 

\ 
O'M 	 o. x. Ia ti.. eveat v..a.rtao .......te...... will••• 

McN Haq oa J••t a ••ceM. Aluly. 


Mc;N Aaq? 

QIM 1U1hl •, 

McH To 10 back over ta. Pl'•YloU lD•~ucdoD•.... relada1 to a Commuutet coap
'°" will tell Valeriao Maat la taa •~t of a Commvat•t coap he cu COUDt 

cm e\ll' aa118taace to ~•Mat U. \~ 
IUillL . 
la tbe •..U da&t - ........ad, call OD J01I for IUCA aa•ietaac• all•clalaa 
a Conmn111!at ceap. •• JOD will arw •• ll uaiataac• U Jft laave naaoa to 
bellew baaed • JOQ.r ......,...,. •I tJae imadoa bt le hi a Comnmat•t 
coup...... 1brmlaauoulr Wida araatiq u1lataac• ,. will immediately 
call u ud -u •• dial ,..•re doiaa 10. dae eftllt you laave ur doubt 
u to wlledaal' it la a Cemmwdat eo11p for ck JM l9 req•••dlaa •••iatan~• 
to prneat, .,.. will call 11• aad ..cu.,e .t 1 oa tlM matter. " 

O'M Before 1raatl•1 i&? 
> 

McN llJabt. Hua oa ja1c·a 1ecoad. Aadf? TMr i• oa• otber altudoa we atlo.WS ' '· cover•••• u le a UUl• eompltca&ecl. 1t te U.Ua ill 1M •veal Cbat Claiarl calla 
J011 lor uai.taace ee pn..at a Ceaamwda& co Brat ur to coatact VU.rtao > 

aac:I 1•t IWt 'riew aa to 'WM&ber U le Ol' 19 aot a '111iat coup••• aecon41y. t 

JOG mar MC be aW. to matDtaba or qaldlly ob coatact with Valerino ant.ea 
,.•••, "' •om• uraaae-•ta abe&cl • maiaiaia .. comactwlth him and 
JO• alunalcl &Mnfor• do tJaa&. 
l uve dlat. 
Tlairdly• ba ti. eYeld you laaft &aJ doubt u to What r i& i• or hi not a 
Comm••'•t coup ea- la dM eTelll tlaal QJari aacl Val9~iuo appear to be la 
ceafllct w wUll die odlier. cUl tap Mr• immedlately~ 

O'M ~L \ 

McN Now do JCN ll&Ye UJ' ....ttou COYerlac UJ al tbe•• co•Uaceacie•? 

O'M No••• let'• ••• Ill• laat oae le la caae of -.be.. \ r, 

McM Call. •• or la cu• ef apparnt coaOlct betwua YU.rlu .. Chiari • 1~ 

0-M 	 o.K. 1'" IR &Ml ..... CeaalcL • 

\:ta?' V 
McN 	 ... t ••lt•t• '8 call a& aay time of ttr.a .a.tat . 'R\doa1


o•w ~a.a. •u _ 1 .._la.c.t.WeJ: =•t;:ait for ta.. aabl• la order co act.. 1 U
McN 	 _ .. c~uu.-.wn-t •wu y· 

V•ry poet. &laa•k• a lot.. \ 

o.x. 
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\. 
Uae two cbaanele.... , 

Will JOU tell VAledDO that~ caa coaat oa our ulp iD tbe •••nt the 

Commuaiat• endeavor to takAl.oYer coatrol of the 1onrame11&? 

WW fH• in the event that yo"'-received ao nquat from Valerino or 

Cbiari !or belp ••la the neat 

\ 
~l an alleda•d Commu.nbt takeover. 


immediately ~oatact me••• at ~'X llou. tonlabt. 

JD t!t.e enDt of u r-.u•t. bU ia\\tbe eftDt of aa .U.qed coup, immediately 

ooatact me aa,um. toaiaht. •• 


\ 
Tbat'• wily - waauo cove., all of ~· ftrioua coadaaendeo••• 

IA the evnt rn uv• already told Valerino••• 

Jn the evea& Ila&& V•dao o..i... •••iataDce to ci.ter.,..na1, ~u•t• 
a Commuitlt CCNP or prev.nt a Commwdat\~up•••• 

Andy, to 10 back over the prevloaa inatrucUona relatiq to a Commmdat 
coup, JOU will &ell Valerillo that la the event of a Commualat coup he c:ao 
count on our u•iataac• to pre..m it. 

\._, 
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Tho Preaident rec•ived a fwl report oo tba •ituation iD Panama 
from Mr. Mann. 

Mr. Mann empbaaized that O. S, force• bl the Panama Canal Zeme have 
behaved admirably under extreme provocation. The Preaident continuea 
to believe that the firat easential i• the maintenaace of peace. Foz this 
reaaon, the United State• welcome• the eatabliahment of the Joint 
Cooperative Committee • the lnter-Americu Peace Commiaeion.. 

'THU~ 

We want to be good nei1hbor1. Bat we cannot allow the eecurity 
of the Panama Canal to be imperiled. We bav• a reco1ni&ed obligation to 
operate the Canal efficiently and aecarely aad we intend to honor that 
obligation in t1w iDteroata of all who depend on It. 

The United Stat•• continue• to believe that wben order i• fully 
restored it will be poeaible to have direct cliacuaaiona between the two 
govermnenta. 

, O 
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