The President (A)

12164 b

to Ray Blias (B) August 23, 1967 10:30a ‘

A

We're trying to do what we caa to insure fair and iree elections
in VistNam. And we're thinking of asking twelve or f{ifteen of
our most prominent people {rom varieus worlds -- the labor
field, the newspaper field, etc....we're asking Guilander and
the Chamber of Commerce fellow, and we'll have a labor fellow.
I've asked John Knight of the Akroa paper and Rhodes, the
governor, and Gens Pattersoa fram the Atlaata paper from the
South. I will try to get a representative of labor and the veterans
organisations, and the VFW, and send them ocut in my place to
spend the week. I wanted to ask you and Bailey -~ if I could get
both of you. I don't think it would be good te have the Democratic
Man and notw the Republican mas. Yeu doa't havs to take any
position, and you can say what you please when you get back.
The main point of the trip is that this goverument wants to have
a fair and free election. We found in other places -- the
Dominicaa Republic -~ where am sent strongly recognised
citizsens, that it did a good deal -~ sort of like the sheriff
standing by the peach bara -~ and we didn't try to steal any
peaches. We thought that the most respected peopls in the
parties would be the Chairmen -« but again, we would not

want ons without the other. We have John Kaight....

Did ha agres te go?

Yes, and we need to start shots - and planaing the thing and
announcing it. We will have the head of the Mayors' Council

-« & Democrat and a Republican -- we will have the head of

the Govezrnors Counfsrence -- governors and mayors and particularly
leaders of laber, business, veterans, and nawspapers -- and

heads of public associations, and heads of the leading television
associations. General Westmoreland and Ambassador Bunker

will take them to various areas sand let them cbserve the

countrysids and let them see how they go about it. We think

that their presence would have a goeod sffect.

Let me ask you this. Ihnaummmmumcuu\th
week after Labor Day -~ when would we retura?

September S,

Get back the 5th?
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All right -- I'll call Mz, Watson befere 3:80p.
Thaok you, Ray.

Thank you very much, Mr, President.
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