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; Plll:lmJ:NT lCllNSON'I NQTU ON CONVD.IA.TION WITH 


·,1 OENERA.L WHl:ELD. l'EBl.UAAY 5, ·1961 

: J . ·." " . -~ .. 


The Preetdent report•• that we were bl th• middle of 

"• ! a cd•u--&M a nry 1ert.ou one. He 1&fd hU 1enera1 inclmatton 


I 

! 	 wa1 DDt to chana• hor••• la th• mlcldl• of a 1treanh He ••id h• 

had neve1' l»eliev•• a l»it tD th~ Honoluh operation. He aatcl h• 

felt It wa• &a obltndton in a clear channel, ltat that we were 

la th• mtdtll• of a wa:r an4 th• .Pre1idat 1aW ll• wa• alralcl 

anythills may be tnterpr9ted u a claaD1• or a 1.tttq-evea type 

of thf.nl er u a•telne back at tomeou. He l'efel'rei to hi• 


I 	 conver1atloa wtdl Admiral Sharp th• clay l>el•I'• and 1atd he 

wanted ta 10 bltD tbt more dloroqhly.
" f>j 

·1 
' i 

The Pre1Wat went ·on to 1ay that Ile thoqht W'eltmoreland 

ha4 'bea tll•J'• a Jona time, UMI h.e aeve:r had more confl.d•nc• 

ti& a man tbaa he 4W bl Wedmorelud, Ina& di••• peopl•--p&rUcularly 


. th• commahta··wouW like te ca1t a uat on that confidence. 
H• 1atcl Ila 4U not fnl Intimate towa:r• lbarJ a1 he dU W e.tmorel&Dd 
laut thoqht 1ae oupt to be allowed to contlll11•. He then a1ked 
General Wheeler U Sharp woU! J.aye to 1te appointed tor another 
two year term, tD which Oaeral Wheeler ioepltecl no: that hen• 
4ue to retlr• l»y •1•J that lt wolllcl recilllr• a determination by the 
hcretary of l>.teu•, that In the b••t batered of th• ••rnc•, he 
ahouht b• retame4 on active 4uty fol' tile tbne bein1. He 1atd he 
di4 not t1:allak th• Pr•atdent need appotnt Jab for another two year term. 
Th• Pre1Wat then cll•cu•e4 laow belt to tell him amt General 
Wheeler taW it wa• not aece11a~ tD tell Mm at all rlsht now: that 
he do•• DGt retb• etil the flr•t of May aD4 7011 can. ftn•••• It 
1»7 refulq to make a clecbtoa at tbt9 time. · . 	 . 

. ' •I Tile Pre•Wmd lal4 that wo\aW l»e 1ood and alter th• cri•b 
waa onr th.. he wo.W loolr. at Whe•l•I''• term, .a1 well a• Weltmoreland 
ani JoJm1a. · 

Tile Pre•Weat a1bd wtia Wheeler an.t McNamara wouW 
be throap teatt.frinl OD ttle llill and he toW him the neat ay. 

........:;. 
 The Pre•W-* a1ked Wm U Ile wu Pint to sf.ve a copy of th•
•am• :repon to~~· alMI he Aid tbt_u ·wnld. ., .." 

"That'• 1ood. l:ach time yo•••• Mm nlut• J:a1m and aay it'• on. 
th• P1'eatdent'1 bl1tructioa-·w.'r• be,tnntn1 a little policy of 
1etUD1 alo111 a little l>etter and brinpn1 out of hldi.Dt the 1•nerala 
and th• 1ecretarte1. We want ta 1hare th• CUllord load a little bit. " 
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n. he•icln& (A) . 

tit a.a.l'al ....., (JS) 
 ..HK l:Olp l'elt 5. 1961 

! .. . 

Appropu •1r coawnadaa • .U,. ,........,. I want ta ao 
Into daat -• mo~ tlutnmaWJ' • ._.._ la my baformadoa. 
We are ta llae .w.De ofa alala.~--- .:-• .,nrte• a.a. 
MJ 1••nl lacHMtloa la M1t a. ail•p MrM• ba tile ml4idle 
of a •tna& I •9el' ..... ~ a It.It la tlae Bollolllla 
opera1t-. I tlllnk it'• &a~ laa cleu claawl. 
INt we an la tile mWR~ el~ WU ... I am afral• aaydljq 
mar be ..._rpnaa• u a .,.._ -. a ...... nea tJpe of 
... 01' .. 1.uial llack Ill ....--- . . - . . 

• 

• .. .. "! •. • .......... ~ ,. ·'l. "le~;.


1..-ntaM. Mr. PnaW.& ~ .· ·~~ . 
:·~ 

I dL1* W•monJaad laaa ..._ llwna-i.°a lima, ud I aner 
b4I mon cm'ftleace la a--. '-& ~ feopJ. •• partfcalarly 
Ille com •'•• •• ...W la. to cuta._..• tlaa& coallMace. 
I Ma't feel._._.. towan aupet .a,·w ..., cloa1t we . 
Jet~ ceedwe. De JOI& .... •.,.I'• lala to all0elle1r two 
,..r~' .. _·:}> .~;~. -~ . 

·... Ti~- ~; . 
B 	 .. ••. ... .. ....to Ntln - ~ • Wi.W'"•'" • 

........,••tSoe ~..~.,o.t.iiii• . ..... !a .. ••t 

iatan•t ofa. Hn'lce, ._ •...W • ........ - ·actlft cWy 
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• 	 • • • 1- · _ .. • • 

A 	 '11aal'• --1••• iara. , ...... ,_..... will .. . 
tudfftas __._.I dlbllt 1 .. 14 ....,.... ea to IWa UMl 
..,. ............... ,.. .. ...,. ......... wait ..ca 
... •*at. ........a•••--• ....~·~- eut u.e. 


·.;.:r 

B ......,....-·to tall a.la. Nlln udl......... ... 
flnt of Mq. Y• caa a.- le 1lr ........ ID_.. a , 
•ct.IGa a& tlda ~· · · . ~- . ·~ )('.;, : ~·;~~ ;;.\, · . . 

Goo.t -- ......•n look at an...._ ..._~ •·- - fO'IZ' 
eewm. ... w..tm.nlaa•'• •na. _. Jolt;••'• tana - ­
.a.~ .......... Hwa ... pt*"-" .... du. crill!a. 
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