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Pmmm JmON'S NO’I’IS ON CONVERSATION WITH
GENERAL WHELLER I'EBRIIARY 5, 1968

b

The President nporui tlu,t we were in the middle of
a crisis--and a very serious one. He said his general inclination
was not to change horses in the middle of a stream, He said he
had never believed a bit in the Honolulu operation. He said he
felt it was an obstruction in 3 clear channel, but that we were
in the middle of & war and the President said he was afraid
anything may be interpreted as & change or a getfting-even type
of thing er us getting back at someons. He referred to his
conversation with Admiral Sharp the day before and said he
wanted to go into that more thoroughly.

The President went on to say that he thought Westmoreland
had been there a long time, and he never had more confidence
in a man than he did in Westmoreland, but these people--particularly
the communists--would like to cast a doubt on that confidence.
He said he did not {es] intimate toward Sharp as he did Westmoreland
but thought he ought to be allowed o continue. He then asked
General Wheeler if Sharp would have to be appointed for ancther
two year term, to which General Wheeler replied no; that he was
due to retire by age; that it would require a determination by the
Secretary of Defense, that in the best interest of the service, he
should be retained on active duty for the time being. He said he
did not think the President need appoint him for another two year term.
The President then discussed how best to tell him and General
Wheeler said it was not necessary to tell him at all right now; that
he does not retirve until the first of May and you can finesse it
by refusing to make & decision at this time.

The President said that would be good and after the crisis
was over then he would look at Wheeler's term, as well as Westmoreland

and Jehnsen,

The President asked when Wheeler and McNamara would
be through testifying on the Hill and he told him the next day.
The Pr“idmtukodhimlfhcmgoln.hghnaeopyolthc \
same report to Riverfs and he said that he would,

The President said:

"That's good. Each time you see him salute him and say it's on
the President’'s instruction--we're beginning a little policy of

getting along a little better and bringing out of hiding the generals
and the secretaries, We want to share the Clifford load a little bit."
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The Presidest (A)
to General Wheeler (B)
e 1:01p Feb 5, 1968

A

Appropes our conversation em Sharp yesterday, I want to go
into that mach mors thoreughly, but hexe is my information.
We are in the middle of a crisis -- and a very serious one.
My general inclimation is net to change horses in the middle
of a stream. I never have belisved a bit in the Homoluls
operation. I think it's an cbstruction in a clsar channel,
but we are in the middle of 3 war and [ am afraid anythiag
may be interpreted as a changs or a getting evea type of
thing or us gettiag back at somecans.

I understand, Mr. President.

I think Westmoreland has been there a loag tims, and I never
had more confidence in a man, but these people -- particularly
the communists -- would like to cast a doubt en that confidence.
I dom't feel intimate toward Sharp at all, but why doa't we

let him ceatinse, Domlmbmumtonuﬁ-rtwo
mrmr

Ne sir, &hhmuﬁnhq& lmlduqulun
determination by the Secretary of Defense, that im the best
intsrest of the service, he should be retained om active duty
for the time being. dn'lm,umdhnmhtun
for ancther twe ysar 7 g

That's what I would like, lhl.h.,ﬂndiabwﬂlh
testifying more and I thish I would quietly go eut to him and
say the Presideat wants you te stay on, and let's wait antil
we get out, and when Clifford comes in, let’s follow that line.

We don't even need to tall him, &Mtnunmum
first of May. Tumﬂnmhlyuhhghnh. \
decisiom at this time, 2 _

Good--nﬂn'nlwhalnm&rw—mr'
term, and Westmeoreland's term, and Johasea's term --
after we get shaken down and get threugh with this crisis.

What happened in the committee this merning?
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