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The President (A)
to Hou. George Ball (B)

April 24, 1968 532

A 1bhats to call you, and I undarstand that your cirgums-
stances are difficuls, and this is not something that is
an emergeacy, but I {eel I must mention it te you before
I take some action. Goldberg is laaviag, and | weuld
zathaz have you than anybody 1 know {er the six moaths
period. [ don't kmow about yeur particular circum-
stances, bus I hate to make a decision and then have i
said that [ could have had you, Things will be slow,
the son-proliferation tzeaty <« and we'll have 2 new
Prosident in Jamsary. I doc't know hew active they'll
be. In any svent, I always think of you when I need
semeocns for a jeb that requires good judgment. I don't
want you te feal that if you say ne te the President that
it's a turndown, because it's aot. I don't thiak it's of
STEat Urgency <« 1 your country or 40 me. On the othsr
hand, I don't know if being in that assignment for six
months would be something that would be gratifying to

you.

B Mz, President, 1 really ean't give you an immediate
saswer. I'me always teld you that anything that you felt
strongly ensugh about, I would de without question. May
1 have sveraight te conslder in?

A Tou sure can.

B I am grateful to yeu for thinking of me, but I have a new
business in which I've bezome a partner, and I've got to
ses what chligation thers is theve.

A Im velustant to talk to you, but you have been a meddh
Yeu've been loyal te the counlryy, o your cellsagues,
te the President, and 1o your principles. Teou embedy
all e fine things that I can ask for in a man. [ don't
waat you to de it if it is going te intarfere ths slightest.
k's not lile asking yeu to come here or maks s trip or
take on a special assigament. #s can got somshody
elae, dut on the other hand, I thiak you've had all the
tough things there are te have, and if this would be
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pleasant for a six month period, and if you think it
woulda't hurt your firm, I'd like for you to have it.
Thezre is a list of ten pecple om my desk and it begins
with George Ball, and that came from 3Secy Rusk,
and that represents your former bess’ epinion and
Clark Clifford's opinion. Dea't mentiea it to anyons
except your partnsre and your wife. I want to
announce Uoldberg's successer when he announces
ha's leaving. '

Ceauld I have until noen tomorrew?

You can. ... you can have anything you want as long as
I'm Presidest.

That's wonderful. ...l ceuldn't be mere gratified.

Well, I don't know anybody whe's contributed meare to
the government. I tald Clark Clifferd that he had sat
behind the scenes all these ysars, and I would like for
the peopls to know a littie about him, If it would mean
anything to you, and I think that fu 120 countries, it
might, and if they would give yeu a leave from June

te January. I think it will be a fairly light period, they'll
maeet in the fall {f we want them te. It will be up to you

" to run 1§ and tsll us what you want to de. If you want it,

call me back by noea temorrew. I dida't hear your
telsvisisn appearancs, bus they told me it was a
stateemaniiile production, and I want te salute you.
That's weaderful. Thaak you.

Thank you, George.

Let me call you tomsrrew.
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