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\ THE VICE PRESIDENT, RICHARD NIXON, GEORGE WALLACE and P 

October 31, 1968 -- 6:05 p. m. 
/\I . 

JONES: Mr. Vice President? ·( 
HUMPHRE·Y: Yes? 

.JONES: If you'll talk up -- Can you hear me all right? 


HUMPHREY: I hear you well. 


JOIBS: Mr. Nixon? 
... 

NIXON: Yup. 


JONES: And Governor Wallace? 


WALLACE: Yes . s1'r I'm h ere.

I • 

. ·. 

JONES: All right. Hold one for the President. 

P: Hello? 


HUMPHREY: Mr. Presidene? 


•'NIXON: Yes. Hello? 
' 

P: Hubert? Are you and Dick and George on? . 
HUMPHREY: Yes, Mr. President. 

NIXON: Yes. f 
WALLACE: Yes. 

HUMPHREY: We're all on. 

P: Do you hear me all right? 

H+N+W: Yes, Sir. J 
f 
: 

P: I have with me Secretary Rusk and Clifford and General 

t 
Wheeler and Mr. Helms of the CIA, and Mr. Ros tow. I'm t 

I 
r 
I 

------~--~~~~~~~~~~------~~~~--~--------~---~~--~~~~~i 
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reading from -- I want to i·ead a brief background to you 

from my conference call to you of October 16, so you 

; 
i•I · 
I 

i 
" 

! 
L 
I 

can get a predicate to what I'm about to say. 

I said then, this is in absolute confidence, because 

any statement or any speeches or any comment at this time 

referring to substance of this conversation will be 

injurious. I don't think there 1s any question abo~t that and 

I know you would not want that to happen. 

First: Our position -- the Governmentrs position 

today -- is exactly what it was the last time all three of 

you were briefed. That position mainly is this: We're 

anxious to stop the bombing and would be willing to stop 

the bombing IF they -­ Hanoi -- would sit down with us, 

with the C . ·r3 rnment of South Vietnam present and have 

productive discussion:3. We have told them that we did not 

think that we could have productive discussion if, while we 

were talking, they were shelling the cities, or if they were 

abusing the DMZ. That was on October 16th, when I talked 

to you. 

The next sentence said, 11 From time to tLn e they 
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have nibbled back and forth at these various items. Each 

time they do, there is a flurry of excitement and so on, 

and so forth. 

Since that time, they have sent their man back to 

Hanoi; 	we have continued to have our regular weekly 

meetings and other meetings; we have been in touch with 	 I 
i 
I 

i' 
a good many Governments in the world -- from Eastern i 

iEurope 	to India. to the Soviet Union -- all these people 
f 

working every hou1· to ti·y to (a) get them to acclipt the 

Government of South Vietnam that they' re all puppets and 

that they'd never sit down in a room with, and (b) trying 

to inform them that we would be glad to .stop the bombing, 

but that the bombing could not continue stopped it they 

(a) 	shelled the cities; or (b) if they abused the DMZ. 

On Sunday night, I was informed by Paris that there r 
I• 

were very good indications that they would let the Goverr.ment 

of Vietnam come and be present at the Conferences, and that 

they fully understood what would happen if we stop the bombing 

and they shell the cities, or abuse the DMZ. 
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When I got back to Washington from New York, 

I w.ent back to the Soviet Union and pointed out that I 

did not want to deceive anybody and didn 1t want them to 

be deceived, didn't want to stop the bombing and ha.vc to 

start it again; but I wanted to make it abundantly clear 

that if they would let the Government of Vietnam come 

to the meetings and if ther thoroughly understood what f 
r 

would happen, then I wanted to seriously consider this :·' 
' !' 

matter. But I had doubts -- repeat 11doubts 11 
-- that the 

North Vietnamese would stop shelling the cities or would 

stop abusing the DMZ. The Soviet Union came back to 

me on Tuesday or Wednesday, and said that my doubts 
l 

t 
were not justified. i' 

Ambae sador Harriman came back to me and sa.id, 

11 We have repeated to you at lea.st 12 times -- we've 

repeated to North Vietnam at least 12 times -- in 

12 meetings, and some meetings we repeated it several 

times -- that we could not have a productive discussion inl 

an atmosphere of shelling the cities or abusing the D.MZ; 

therefore, you may be sure we understand it. 

CCD\llrC C:CT 
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While this was going on, we'd gone out and 

talked to all of our allied countries, and at that time 

they all tentatively agi·ecd that this was a wise move. 

Now, since tha.t time with our campaign on, we 

.. 
have had some minor problems develop. First, there 

have be.en some speeches that we ought to withdraw 

troops, or that we'd stop the bombing without any - ­

obtaining anything in return, or some of our folks are 

-- even including some of the old China lobby·ists, 
; 
r 

they are going around and implying to some of the 

. Embassies and some of the others that they might get 

a better deal out of somebody th.at was not involved in 

this. 

Now that's made it difficult and it'.s held up 

things a. little bit and I know that none of you candidates 

are a.ware of it or responsible for it, because I'm 

looking in my transcript here, when we talked before, 

and I asked for your comments. The Vice ~resident said 
I 

ho had no co1nmcnt, bllt thanks vc1·y inuch; Vice P rc ::: hkn t 

Nixon said, 11 Well, as you know, this is consi s tent wifo. 

what my position ha.s been all alo ng and I made i t very 

---...--..-·- - - - -· ... -- --·-- -----··-~- - · ·----......--... -· __... -- ·-------------- -----....... - .--·--·- ..... ... -· --- ----- ----­
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clear: I'll make no statements that will undercut 

the negotiations so we 111 just stay right on that, and hope 

that this thing works out11 
, and then Mr. Wallace said, 

"Yes, sir. Mr. President, that's been my position all 

along, too, the position you stated, and I agree with you
• 

that we shouldn't play any politics in this matter, so it 

i 
r 

might f~ul up the negotiations. 11 

J 
I 

Now, I concluded last March that I couldn1t 
! 
J 
' 

as a candidate stop this war. And I concluded that I 

I 

ought to stop it the first day I can. I'm going to try to .r 
i 
I 

stop it as soon as I can. Therefore, I am planning to 

issue .an order -- I'm. meeting with the Security Council 

tonight --- I'm _planning to issue an order that will stop 
j 

the bombing; that will set a da.te for a meeting where the r 
Government of Vietnam will ·appear; and I'm making it 

~ 

very clear to the interm~diaries -- I can't do it in public 

because they'll say it's a condition and reciprocal and 

we'll never get an agreement -- and you must riot make 

that statement either, but I think you ought to know it. 

And we 're going to have to wait for 24-48-72 hqurs to 

·--------...,.------------·· -· ·- ·-· -- .. -- ..... -- · . - -- - ­

rrnt11rr C~T 
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see what happens at the DMZ and see what happens at 

the cities, and we may have to start the bombing just 

as fast as we stopped it. But I have considered this 

matter day and night since March 31st, at least, and 

la.st week I decided before I make this decision I wanted 

to get every member of the Joint Chiefs of Staff over 

here and I did. And I went over this matter with them 

and Genel·al McConnell, the Air Force Chief, said, 11Mr. 

President, I recommend that you go ahead and do this, 11 

General Chapman of the Marines said, 11! think , Mr. 

President, that you should go ahead .wit~ this. 11 

General Palmer, who is acting for General 

Westmoreland that day, but who has been his deputy 

in Vietnam and just returned, Clld who handled the 

Dominican Republic for us, said, "Considering everything 

that has been brought up, I would go along with making 

this proposition. 11 

Senator Russell said, 11It1s worth a try. 11 

General Abrams then was called in -- he rode all 

night and he got here a t 2:30 and he stayed with us til -­

the day before 
he left about 4:0olyesteraay -- he said he couldn't do much 

SFRVICF SET 
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bombing in North Vietnam anyway, in the next few days; 

. 
.that he could take that power and use it to good advantage i 

in·both Laos and South Vietnam; that he thought if we could 

get the Government of Viatnam at thC! table that it was 

advisable; and he thought in the light of what had happened
• 

in the last two -three months in the troops that they had ' f 

moved, that such action would not in any way increase the f · 
I 

casualties of the American or allied troops, and therefore, 

he would strongly recommend this move. 

Ambassador Bunker took the same position. 

Secretary Rusk, Secretary Clifford, General 

Wheeier, all the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the Ambassador, 

the Commanding General, General Andy Goodpasture his 

deputy, took the same position• . 

i
•Now, I'm meeting with the Security Council and am 
1 
~ 
Igoing to review it with them. We 1ve gone out to ; our 
t 

allies -- I don 1t know just -- they approved it several days 

ago. But in the light of these overtures that have been 

surreptitiously made -- the gossip that's gone on by some 

of the lobbys, and the campaigners -- I don 1t know j ust 

what will° come out of that situation. We're in touch with it. 



." 


-9­

We 're on top of it. We 're watching it. But we think tha.t 

this is what we ought to do. "Now, I would hope, and I 1m 

going to say so in my statement tonight -­ that this would 

not be to anyone's advantage, except to the countries, to 

• 
peace and to the men · in Vietnam• 

First of all, the conference won't be held until 
{
•. 

after the Election. Probably, we would hope, the sixth 

or seventh of November, or sometime in that period. 

We would hope that the Government of Vietnam would have 

time to get their men there and of course, the other 

governments have got to get the NLF there. I would hope 

that all of you could say -·- like you said here the other 

day :­ - that you felt that you didn 1t want to do anything to 

undercut the negotiations; that you recommended peace 

at the earliest possible date; this is not peace, this is 

not a settlement; this is just one step that indicates that 

if they do not shell the cities, and if they do not abuse the 

DMZ -- both of these would be great military advantages
1 

for us at a time when we're giving up bombing that we 

can't do for the next 90 days anyway, on account of the 

weather. In North Vietnam. We can use that very 

~l"'.D\/lrc ('CT 
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effectively in other places. I told General Abrams to 

return; to give them all he's got in South Vietnam and 

Laos; but be prepared for this order. The order will not 

go into effect for several hours after it1s issu~d. It's 

got to go all over the Pacific, put out some 12 hours. 

I would think that when I get through with the Security 

Council sometime this evening from 8:00 on, 1111 ma.kc 

a s ta.tement to the public. I have confidence enough in 

y 1all that I've called you even before I've called my own 

legislative leaders. I've told you every bit of the 

information I have. Every diploma.tic and military 

adviser I have recommends this course. 

I would not want it on my conscience that I 

had left the Presidential arena and refused to run to 

try to get peace -- and then when they agreed, that I 

the thing that I insisted on most , bringing the GVN 

into the table, that I said, 11No, I've got to put it off 

because I'm concerned with an Election. 11 Irm not 

concerned with an election. Y'all are concerned with 

an election. I don't think this concerns an election. 

I think all of you want the same thing. So I thought if 
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I laid it on the line that way, and presented it to you, 


you would at least have a complete, full understanding of 


t . 

all the facts. I'll be glad to give you any of the written 
t· 

recommendations; all the files are open to you; be glad 

' 	 to show you what happened; nobody will know whether it 1ll 

be a success or not until we really get into these discussions 

and these talks with the GVN present. If they shell the 

cities or if they abuse t}le DMZ, General Abrams already 

has h:is orders, and he is directed to respond immediately 

without even coming to Washington. 

So it could be on-again, off-again planning. But 


all of my people from General Abrams to Goodpasture to 


Iall the Joint Chiefs of Staff -- I even went down and got 	
I 

f 
i 
i . 

Gen 	eral Monmyer who had been in charge of all our 

c 

Air Force there for several years and who had just been 

brought in from Thailand to Langley Field, and had him 

in alone, and I didn't tell him what anybody else recommended. 

And he not only recommended, but he urged it. 

I hope that y'all can give us the support because 


I think there 1s nothing more important to your Country 


than to have an undivided group here at this tfrne, anQ. le t 


------ ---------.. -~ . ~- .. ---~--------·--
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f one man speak with a single voice to the communist world t 

and to the rest of the world. 

Over and out. And I'd be glad to have your 

comments. 

NIXON:• Could I ask one question, Mr. President·? . This is 

Dick Nixon. The -- With regard to the talks, if - ­

P: 	 A little louder, Dick. 

NIXON: 	 With regard to the talks, if they begin, and as I know, 

you 1ve made it clear that they may not -- but you think 

they may: Does that mean at that point we will not be 

stopping activities in the South, except for -- What 

you 1re stopping is simply the bombing? 

P: 	 Dick, the talks ~be held. We have a firm agreement 

that the North Vietnamese will bring the NLF in and the 

South Vietnamese will be permitted to attend. We will 

stop the pombing only in the North where -- in the 

confidence of the family, the American fa mily -- we 

practically ha.vi! Rtopp~Hl it all·nady, anyway. We~ will 

take that same bombing that's taking place in the Noi·th 

today and apply it in Laos and in South Vietnam, where we 

need it much more than we do in the North. In other words, 

----·--- --~ -- -- --- ----------	 - -- -·-----­
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I'm running a transportation company J.nd I run between 

Atlanta and New York, but the bridge is out between 

now and Spring between here and New York, so I'm 

going to put all my trucks going to Atlanta. 

NIXON:. Right. In other words, you will continue after the talks . 

begin, you will ­ - that doesn't mean that we will 

discontinue our activities and let them have the advantage 

that they had in Korea; for example, anything like that. 

P: Not at all. We will discontinue our activities of bombing I 
t 

the North •.. 

NIXON: That's all --­

P: --Unless they shell our cities or unless they abuse the 

DMZ. Both of those are valuable to us. 

NIXON: · Right. 

P: But we will take the same airplanes that are bombing the 

North when they can get through with that weather, and 

apply all of that military activity to South Vietnam in 

the hope that we can wind things up there. 

NIXON: I've got it. 

P: We don't want to brag about that publicly -­

. . . - - -- · - --·----·--~--- -------------­
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NIXON: No-no-no. I understand that. Just want to-­

P: You see; when we stopped bombing Hanoi and Haiphong, 

we took in every plane that was goi~g up there and we 

started putting it in the Central Panhandle. Now the 

weather is bad in the P~nhandle. So we arc pulling them 

.. 
out of there, but we a.re getting -- we hope -- three 

concessions for it: One they agreed to -- that the 

Government can come to the conference table -­ these 

r,. 
1 

i 

! 

puppets that they said they would never sit down with. 

Second, we told them that if they shelled the 

; 

i 
!. 

cities or abused the DMZ, we would be ha.ck bombing 

tomol'row morning. 

NIXON: 

P: 

But you are not going to state that publicly? 

No. We can't s !:ate that publicly be ca.use !:hey will 

consider it 11ultima.tum11 or "threat" or "reciprocity1
' or 

"condition". 

NIXON: The only thing you are going to state publicly is that the 

P: 

other people will be allowed to come to the conference. 

You are right. And after November Fifth, I will sit 

down and I will do it before that , if you have time - ­

with any of the three of you and go into this thing in 

SERVICE SET 
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detail. Now, my position is this: I can 1t wait. I have 

got 	every adviser, military-civilian-CIA-Ambassadors 

Bunker, Goodpaster, Abrams, -- everyone of them 	
i . 

recommend this course. So, I am going to reco1nn1end 

it to the Nation. I am going to issue the order • I would 

just 	hope you :all would do likewise. 

• 	 NIXON: Okay. Thank you. 

HUMPHREY: · Thank you. 

WALLACE: Mr. President, I just pray that everything you do works 

out" fine and I am praying for you. 

P: Well, I need it. Any other comments. 


NIXON: We 111 back you up. Thank you, Mr. President. 


HUMPHYRE: We 111 back you." up, Mr. President. 

WALLACE: We'll back "you Mr. President. 
P: 	 Thank you very much. 

------------------------· 
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