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PRESIDENT JOHNSON'S NOTES ON CONVERSATION WITH 
SENATOR MANSFIELD, SENATOR. DIR.KSEN • SPEAKER 
McCORMACK, CONGRESSMAN BOGGS• SENATOR KUCHEL, 
AND CONGRESSMAN ARENDS OCTOBER 31, 1968 

Pre1ldent John1on 1aidz 

"I have ju1t met with Secretarie1 Ruak and ClWord and Mr. 

Helma and Mr. Ro1tow and Cie_neral Wheeler. The early part 

ot October we got an lndlcation .from.Pari1 that if we would 

•top the bombiDI they might agree to allow the Government of 

Viet Nam • - which we had demanded •• to ~ome and stay in the 

meettn1. We told them. ~ ••we could not have a productive meeting 

••••if the cttie• were •helled or lf the DMZ wa• abu1ed. Sunday 

night they 1an u• eome indication they would •Ip off••• I am 

goin1 to have a National Security Council meetins a little later. 

tonight. I will probably have 1ome datemant alter eight o'clock. 

That 1tatement will very probably 1ay that we are •topping the 

bomhina in order to have prompt and productive dl1cu11ion1 ••• 


"General Abrama i-ecommended to me that we take thia •tep; all 
ot the Joint Chief• ol Stall recommended it for two rea•on1. 
One, lf we can avoid the abuae of the DMZ and the 1hellin1 of 
the citie1, that'• a 1reat &dvanta1e. If not, we can go back to 
bombing the next day....Second, our bombing~ in the North 
la not very profitable now becau•• of the heavy raln•·-the 
monaoona--and we can u•• that 1ame power better in South Viet 
Nam and othel' parta ol that 1eneral area. So we will 1ay tonight-­
and I have told the candidate• and they all 1ay that they will back 
us--that we will 1top the bombin1 and expect prompt and productive 
di1cua1lon• with the Gcwermnent--th• elected Oovernment ol 
South Viet Nam -- pr••ent &ml tho•• dhcuaalona will continue and 
be productive •• far u we are concerned unle1a or until they 1hell 
the citlea or abuae the DMZ. in which event we will reauma the 
bombin1. 

" •••I wanted all of you to know that eyery military and civilian 

adv.lier• Secretary R.u•k and K&tsenbach, Secretary Cllllord and Nitze, 

General Wheelel' and each member of the Joint Chief• of Staff, 

General Abram1••••and General Cioodpaater, hi9 deputy." 1 


President Johnson •aid that each member of the Joint Chiefs 

ol Stall had qreed to the 1u1penston. 
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Prealdent Johnaon then uked that all of them aay nothing, m•wer 
no telephone calla md do no l•akin1. 

Pre•ldent John•on then aaid1 

"We do not know whether Thte11 will baue a joint announcement 
OI' not. A !ew day• a10 he waa aboard but w• 1ot a political 
campaign and some of our fellowahave been running around 
with the China lobby and talkin1 to embaa•l•• and telling them 
that if they would wait until alter th. election they c:ould do better •••• 
That i• very con!U9lnl to a !or•i1n 10...nunent that doe•n't realize 
that our Admlni1traticn ao•• Oil until January 20 and even alter 
that we have the Congre11tona1 leader•, we have the aame Joint 
Chief• of Staff for a while and thin.1• of that kind. So our policy 
l• really not 1otn1 to change from what I am announcing tonight. 
But that hu held ua up for two day•. A 1ood many boya have died 
a• a re.Wt ol it•. But we are 1om1 to announce thl• tonight. We 
will •top bombing •ome time tomorrow••••We will try to have 
productive dbcua•ion• and really teat their faith••• ~l hope each 
of you will 1Upport me in this move eo that we will have Ju•t one 
voice in foretp atfair• at thia very critical time." 

Th•l'• &nrRer1 were& 

Man•fielda •••"I am with you a hundred per cent. 

McCormac:ka "I think it i• a calculated ri•k that we are Ju•tified 
in taking. I am lor it. " 

Kuchel1 "So do I, Mr. Pre•ldent. All the way." 

Boggai "I'm for you one million per cent." 

Dirk•uu "Well, you know how I feel." 

The Pre•ident uked them not to ••Y anythha1 until alter he had 
1one on TV and then •ay anythln1 that they thouaht would help u• 
abroad. 


