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Creator:  Bookbinder, Hyman Harry, 1916-2011 
 
Biographical sketch: 
Hyman Harry Bookbinder (b. March 9, 1916, Brooklyn, New York-d. July 21, 2011, Bethesda, 
Maryland), was a 1937 graduate of the City College of New York and served in the Navy during 
World War II. He spent his early Washington career as a lobbyist for the AFL-CIO, and as 
assistant director in the U.S. Office of Economic Opportunity and poverty adviser to then-Vice 
President Hubert Humphrey. He was the Assistant Director of the office of Economic 
Opportunity from 1964 to 1967. He was a longtime lobbyist for Jewish causes, and served as 
the American Jewish Committee’s Washington representative for nineteen years. He also 
worked to honor Holocaust victims and had a key role in the planning of the U.S. Holocaust 
Memorial Museum in Washington.  
 
 
Scope and content note: 
The collection consists of an eight-page transcript of Hyman Bookbinder's opening statement in 
a debate with Saul Alinsky about the war on poverty. Bookbinder, Assistant Director of the 
Office of Economic Opportunity, defends the program and presents a case for its expansion. 
 

• Date range of collection:  1966-1966 
• Negligible, Less than 1 linear inch 
• Available for research. (Open 12/6/88) 
• 1 series 
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