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^HITE HOUSE  Date  February  17.  1968
IENT LYNDON  B.  JOHNSON
DIARY
'resident began  his  day at  (Place)  Day  Saturday

Ti TelephoneTime f  or  t  Expend!-
1 1  Activity  (include  visited  by)  ture

In Out  Lo  LD  Code

7:54a fc Mr.  Sam  Houston Johnson
7:50a Breakfast

\*» --  -  -  —
_8:14a t  Dale  Malechek  (  LBJ Ranch)

9:21a t  Walt  Rostow -pl
Pres. today announced appointment  of

9:35a f  Harry  McPherson  -pl Dr.  Herbert  A. Simon  of  Carnegie- Mellon

9:38a t  Operato r -  Brin g Yuki  up Case  Western Reserve University  to  four
year terms  as  members  of  President's

10:11a t  Mr.  Paul  Fisher  (Residence)  Science  Advisory  Committee

10:30a f  Walt  Rostow ,
President today announced appointment  of

10:35a £  Doug  Cater  -pl  Frank  Pace.  Jr.  ,  Greenwich,  Conn,  as
Chairman of  Public  Broadcasting  Corp.  "

10:40a f  Walt  Rostow Also  named additional  members of  Board  -
Joseph A. Beirne,  Robt.  S. Benjamin,

10:56a t  Col.  James Cross  Roscoe  C.  Carroll,  Michael  A.  (Gammino,
_________________ Oveta  Culp  Hobby, Saul  Haas, Joseph D.

11:20 a  t  Marvin  Watson  -pl  Hughes,  Erich  Leinsdorf,  John  D.  Rockefeller,
Carl Sanders, FRank E. Schooley, Jack Valenti,

11:25a t  George  Christian  -(at.  his residence)  Milton  S, Eisenhower, James R.  Killian, Jr.

11:40a t  Marvin  Watson -pl

11:45a t  Secy  Robert McNamara

11:50a t  Col.  James  Cross

12:00noon t  Harry  McPherson  -pl

"12:15p t  Marvin  Watson -pl



VHITE HOUSE  date  Feb.  17.  1968
DENT LYNDON  B.  JOHNSON
DIARY

President began  his  day at (Place).  Day  Saturday  _

T- TelephoneTime f  or  t  Expendi-
1 1  Activity  (include  visited  by)  ture

In Out  Lo  LD  Code

12:20p t  Honorable  Clark  Clifford
: .  12:25p  To  Diplomatic Reception  Room to greet

12:36p To  Office  ^gaxgpcax  group of  Madrigal Singers fro m Washington
w/ Jim R. Jones University of  St. Louis  -  completing  a  tour of the

Marvin Watson White  House  -  this  is  the  group  that  sang
the telegram to  Augustus Busch. ,

list to  DT

12:37p f  Marie  Fehmer  (Returning  President's earlier  call)

12:50p t  Attorney  General Ramsey  Clark
12:45p 1:00p  To m Johnson
12:50p 1:00p  Walt  Rostow

1 :15p To  Cabinet  Room

for Meeting  w/ White  House  staff  members  -  OFF  RECORD
Harry McPherson
John Roche

Joe Califano
Doug Cater
Walt Rostow
George Christian
Larry Temple
Jim R.  Jones
Tom Johnson
De Vier  Pier  son
Sherwin Markman

Barefoot Sanders

Mike Manato s



^ ~  Februar y 17, 1968 1968
/HUE HOUS E Dat e
>ENT LYNDO N B. JOHNSO N
DIARY Saturday
'resident bega n hi s day a t (Place ) Ua y

T- Telephon e1 ime f  or t Expendi -
1 1  Activit y (includ e visite d by ) tur e

In Ou t L o L D God e

2:10p Presiden t int o Ova l Office w /
Jim Jone s
MW

2:20p 2:33p Harr y McPherson
Joe Califan o

2:33p Barefoo t Sander s

2:36p t  Mike Manatos -  pl

2:45p 2:47 p M  cPherson

2:46P Rosto w -pl

3:05p Charle s Guggenhei m of f recor d (se e diar y back-up ) ~
Jim Jone s

- r e fil m footag e idea s fo r th e movie he will produce.

3:11p Everybod y ou t



Feb. 17 , 196 8/HUE HOUS E Dat e
>ENT LYNDO N B . JOHNSO N
D'ARY Saturda y'resident bega n hi s da y a t (Place ) Da y

Time Telephon e
1 o r t

1 1  Activit y (includ e visite d by )
In Ou t L o L D

3:15p Boarde d helicopte r followin g people:
Paul Glynn
Dr. B urkley
Nell Yates
Donna Molone y
Harry McPherso n
Charles Maguire
Harry Middleton

~ '  Wal t Rostow
Larry Templ e
Mary Rathe r
pob

3:34p Presiden t ou t o f Oval Office w /
Mrs. Johnso n

~~ M W
Jim Jone s

T Th e President an d Mrs. Johnso n were holdin g hands an d she walke d him
to the helicopte r tha t wa s waiting o n the Sout h Grounds.

3:35p Presiden t boarding helicopter w /
Jim Jone s

3:36p W e too k of f

President had discussion wit h Walt Rostow
Harry McPherson
Jim Jone s

Larry Templ e



date Feb. 17 , 196 8

Saturday
Day

Expendi-
Activity (includ e visited  by ) tur e

Code

Aboard Ai r Forc e On e at Departure from Andrew s Air Forc e Base
The President
James Jone s
Gen. Harol d K . Johnson . Chie f o f Staff. Unite d States Army
Lt. Gen . Lewi s W . Walt , A sst. Commandant, Marin e Corp s
Col. Fre d B . Schoomaker . Chief . Specia l Actions Unit . Offic e o f

Chief o f Staff . U . S . Arm y
Major Jame s Piner , Jr . ,  Aid e t o th e Chie f o f Staff, Offic e o f the

Chief o f Staff , U . S . Arm y
Lt. Col . Deo n N . Utter , Polic y Analysis (AQ) , Hdqs . U . S . Marin e Corp s
Chief Do n Nauser
Sgt. Majo r Herber t T . Sweet , Th e Sgt . Majo r o f the Marin e Corp s ,
Gunnery Sergean t Luis  Salizar , Hdqs . an d Servic e Company , Marin e

Barracks
Sgt. Pau l Glyn n
Sgt. Marshal l Gaddi s ~
SDI Cecilio Pontanilla
Connie Gerrar d
Horace Busb y
Dr. Georg e Burkle y
Lt. Col . Hug h G . Robinso n
Lt. Col . Haywoo d R . Smit h
Cdr. Samue l Latime r
Phyllis Bonann o

Robert Taylo r (USSS )
Clinton Hil l "
David Gran t "
R. Keise r "

Miller "
Moulton "
Peoppler "
Smith "



date Feb . 17 , 196 8

Saturday
Day

Activity (includ e visite d by )

S. Sullima n (USSS )
Philip Strother "
Nelson "
S. Garmo n "
Shelmon Holme s "
John Jone s "
Sgt. Recc o
Jack Clif f
Walt    Rosto w
Larry Templ e
Harry McPherso n
Donna Molone y
Nell Yate s

Middleton
Col. Albrigh t
Lt/ Col . Phillip H. Stevens , Specia l Projec t Branc h ,  Publi c

Information Division , Offic e o f the Chie f o f Staff, U . S . Army .
George Christia n
F. Wolf e

Fisher

Charles Maguir e
Lefler (USSS )
Mary Rathe r



/H,,E HOUSE  date  Feb.  17,  1968
»ENT LYNDON  B.  JOHNSON
DIARY Saturday
> -j  *  /T»i  x  Air  Force  One  n'resident began  his  day  at  (Place)  L*ay

Time Telephone
1 1  Activity  (include  visited  by)

In Out  Lo  LD

3:47p Andrews  Air Force  Base

3:48p Boarded  Air Force  One

3:54p In  the air  (see  pages  5a  and 5b  for list  of  people on  board)

4:02p President  had some  chili
and talked  t o Gen.  Harold  K . Johnson . Chief  of  Staff.  U.  S.  Army,  and
Gen. Lewis  W.  Walt.  Cbinktrjslrl  Asst.  Commandant  of the Marine  Corps

4:33p Started  out  descent for  Fort  Bragg  North  Carolina

4:47p On  the ground  at  Fort  Bragg

4:55p President  departed plane  to  speak to 2,500  -  82nd  Airborne  Division  of  the
Army troops  who  are leaving  for  VietNam.  President  and  General

. Richard  J.  Seitz,  Commanding  Geneal  of  tbe 82nd  Airborne  Division,
reviewed the  troops

5:08p 5:15p  President  speaks  to  the troops

Then walked  directly  to  the  Air Transport  plane  and  shook  hands  with
each Marine  as  he  boarded plane to leave for  VN  (many  had already
had one  tour  of  VN duty and were returning  for  second  time);  then
boarded the  plane  and  said  goodbye  to  the  group.

f'i

5:25p President  Johnson,  General  Johnson  and  General Seitz entered  automobi le
(followed by  staf f an d others)  for  motorcade  to Womack  hospital  to
visit wounded  Vietnam  boys.



VHITE HOUS E Dat e Feb . 17 , 196 8
>ENT LYNDON B. JOHNSON
DIARY Saturda y
^resident bega n hi s da y a t (Place ) Da y

Time Telephon e
f o r t1 1  Activit y (includ e visite d by )

In Ou t L o L D

5:35p Arrive d Womac k Hospital. Presiden t departed ca r an d walked int o hospita l
amidst applause. Stoppe d and shoo k hands with peopl e an d asked
them their names . Firs t woman he spok e with was Mrs. C. W .
Robertson o f Fayetteville who said tha t sh e wa s prou d to b e an
American, wa s prou d o f the Presiden t and the fin e wor k tha t he
is doin g

The President asked i f the foo d i n the hospita l wa s an y goo d and th e boy s
answered tha t i t was pretty good. "Onl y pretty good , " he replie d
to which all th e peopl e laughed

5:40p Presiden t talked to followin g patients :
Robin Et t
James Thoma s
Sp4 Lewi s -  Presiden t asked him wha t he di d in the servic e and

Lewis anwwere d tha t he drove a  truck. Presiden t sai d tha t he
had drive n a  truck when he wa s a  youn g ma n too . The n the
President asked hi m i f his truc k has a  windshield . Lewi s sai d ye s
and the President sai d "You'r e luckie r tha n I  was - - m y truck never
had one. Se e how things change . "

Sp4 Samuel Robertso n
Sp4 Dou g Crain , Va . Beach , V a
Danny Shrader
Sp4 Jame s Alvu s Greason

Boyd W. Childers — President surprised this young man and for a- /  J r j~ ^ &
minutes th e boy foun d i t hard t o answer the President' s
questions.

Nurse Bett y Dumansk i stoppe d th e Presiden t in the hallwa y and told
him sh e though t he wa s doin g a  fin e jo b



_W W  Feb.  17,  196^VHITE HOUSE  Date
SENT LYNDON  B.  JOHNSON
DIARY Saturday
President began  his  day  at  (Place).  .  .  Day

Time Telephone
i or  t  .  .  ,  .  .1 1  Activity  (include  visited  by)

In Out  Lo  LD

~5:55p~ President  left  the  wards and  descended in the elevator.  As  he  came  down  he
asked the  Hospital  Commander Col  Thomas if  the boys  were  well  taken
care of  -  he  said"  Col.  if  there  is  a  time that  fellows need help it  is  -when
they are in  the hospital."  The  Col. replied  that  they tried to do .everything
possible for the  boys.

5:59p The  President walked through the  lobby  towards the  motorcade. As  he  was
walking one  of the women remark how  handsome he  was -  the  President over-
heard and said "I don't look that funny, do  I?" Laughter  from  the crowd.

5:59p President  spoke  with Mrs. Robert  Marshall the  wife  of Air  Borne  Corpsman
She said  she  was  proud to be  an American.

5:59p Left  the  hospital to  return to Pope  Air  Force Base.

____ As  we  were  driving  back  (pob  in  staff  car)  the  people  "were  lined  up  on
the sides  of the  highway,  Th ey had  been there before,  when  we drove
from the  base to  the hospital, but  now there were  more.  People  cheered  the
President as he  went  by and applauded. The  little children  jumped  up
and down  and  squealed  with  delight.  Th e day  was beautifu l , 60'  and  so
conducive to  people standing  out  by the highway.

6:06p Returned  to Pope Air  Force  Base.

6:09p President  boarded Air Force  one.



/HUE HOUS E Dat e Feb . 17 , 196 8
>ENT LYNDO N B . JOHNSO N
DIARY Saturda y
'resident bega n hi s day a t (Place ) Da y

Time Telephon e
f o r t

1 1  Activit y (includ e visite d by )
In Ou t L o L D

Before plan e departed three peopl e lef t i t a t Fort Bragg and three
secret servic e men replaced them .

Departees: Genera l Johnson
Col Schoomake r
Major Pine r

Replacements: Whan , USS S
Keaner, USS S
Melchiori, USS S

6:20p W e were air born e

6:25p Presiden t cam e ou t of his roo m and stoppe d to cha t wit h Mary Rather an d pob.

6:45p Presiden t int o his bedroom .

6:55p 6:55 p Col . Cros s in .
6:55p 7:10 p po b i n
73Qf>

7:15p 7:22p Ji m Jone s i n

Gen. Seit z related th e followin g example s o f the spiri t o f the me n o f the
82nd Airborne Division:

1. A  soldier wa s AWO L for 2 4 days. Whe n he learne d hi s uni t wa s moving
out for Vietna m h e calle d t o sa y he wa s returnin g to join his men . H e sai d
tha he had been there befor e an d wanted to return with his fello w soldiers .

2. A  Reserve soldie r wit h one day lef t o n his enliste d said , upo n learning
q (cont.)



'HITE HOUS E dat e Feb . 17 , 1968
ENT LYNDO N B. JOHNSO N
OIARY

'resident bega n his day a t (Place ) Da y Saturda y

Time Telephon e
1 or t "1 Activit y (includ e visite d by )

In Ou t L o L D

his uni t wa s goin g t o Vietnam, tha t he di d not want to make th e Army his caree r ,
but would like to re-enlist for 6 months. H e said h e belongs wit h the men i n
Vietnam an d he wants t o do his part .

7:30 p  7:42p Mar y Rather i n

7:42p 7:52p Ji m Jone s in





/HUE HOUS E dat e Feb . 17 , 196 8
>ENT LYNDO N B . JOHNSON
DIARY Saturda y
'resident bega n hi s da y a t (Place ) Da y

Timp Telephon eTimC for t . . Expend! -
1 1  Activit y (includ e visite d by ) tur e

In Ou t L o L D Cod e

8:41p Pacifi c Tim e E L TOR O Marine Corps Bas e -  Greeted by Gen. Wm. G . Thras h &  reception committee
The President left th e plane an d walked towards the waiting troops amids t
applause an d cheers fro m th e waitin g civilia n crowd that ha d gathered.

8:43p 8:50 p Speec h to troops (introduce d by Gen. Thrash )
First five minute s wer e prepared, bu t then he spok e extemporaneously for
about three minutes .

8:50p 8:57 p Reviewe d the departin g troops . Talke d o r shoo k hands wit h about every third man.

8: 57p 9:12 p Presiden t watched the boy s get o n their plan e an d waited for i t t o depart.

9:20p 9:40 p Boarde d Chopper #1  w/ fo r Aircraf t Carrier CONSTELLATIO N
Walt Rostow
Harry McPherson
George Christia n
Larry Temple
Gen. Wal t
Horace Busb y
Jim Jone s
Dr. Burkle y
Charles Maguire
Col. Cros s
Paul Glynn
Clint Hill
Mary Rather

pob



HITE HOUS E dat e Feb . 17 , 196 8
ENT LYNDON B. JOHNSON
>IARY Saturda y
resident bega n hi s da y a t (Place ) Da y

Time Telephon e
i o r t

1 1  Activit y (includ e visite d by )
In Ou t L o L D

President napped a little o n Chopper.

9:43p 10:33 a Arrive d on deck o f CONSTELLATION. Presiden t was greete d by : ~
VADM B . F . Roede r COMFIRSTFL T
RADM F . H . MICHAELI S COMCARDI V 9
CAPT. A . B . GRIME S CHIE F OF STAF F CONCARDI V 9
LCDR Bo b COMER FLA G LIEUTENAN T CONFIRSTFL T
LCDR Ra y JOHNSO N "  "  COMCARDI V 9
LCDR L . C . "Chuck " PETERSO N FLA G SECRETARY CONCARDIV 9
CAPT. W . R . FLANAGA N COMMANDING OFFICER US S CONSTELLATION
CDR W. N . DONNELL Y EXECUTIV E OFFICE R US S CONST.
CDR C . J. YOUNGBLAD E OPERATIONS OFFICE R US S CONST.
CDR D . E. ROSENQUIS T WEAPON S OFFICER USS CONST.
CDR. G . W . PHELP S SUPPL Y OFFICE R USS . CONST .
CDR B . O . GAI R ENGINEE R OFFICE US S CONST.
CDR. H . E . KEE N JR . PROTESTAN T CHAPLAI N USS . CONST .
CDR J . C . DUC K AI R OPERATIONS USS . CONST .
ENS. M . C . STANFOR D PUBLI C AFFAIR S OFFICER US S CONST.

9:44p Presiden t take n into his sittin g roo m -  bedroo m suite. Afte r he go t settle d
he held a  press briefin g w/
Helen Thomas -  UP I
Boh Pierpoint - CR S
Doug Cornell - AP

David Matthew  -  Reuter s t

Norma Milligan ffljff-g ? ) Newsweek

Walt Rosto w Mar y Rather pob
Tom Johnson Col . Cross Pau l Glynn
Harry McPherso n Ji m Jone s
Larry Templ e Horac e Busb y
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i B. JOHNSO N

.„. ~  Saturda y:gan hi s da y a t (Place ) Da y _
_P Telephon e

f o r t  Ex ]
1 Activit y (includ e visite d by ) t

Out L o L D C

REMARKS:
It was goo d to se e th e boys, som e o f the m had been to VN before. The y wer e
proud o f themselves and , w e were prou d o f them. Th e boy s sai d in substanc e
that they fel t sorr y for Gen . Westmorelan d becaus e he needed more troops ,
but i f this wa s wha t was needed then they would be gla d to go .
Also gave them som e off-the-record - casualty figures ; akiac said there wer e a
large numbe r o f mortar attack s throughou t the countr y today and also b y
ground forces.
Told press they would be briefed in the morning a s t o his plans .

Related stor y o f how he wa s speakin g to Ly n o n the phon e an d the bab y was
laughing an d laughing -  he asked Luc i why and she sai d his Dadd y is

__ ticklin g him. Hele n Thomas asked i f he tlaked to him toda y and the
President replied No , i t was last night -  and by the way he aske d fo r
you - which , was met with laughter .

10:28p To m Johnso n calle d the press conferenc e t o an end.

President stayed in state room wI
j " ^

Christian
Horace Busby
Jim Jones
Mary Rather
pob
Other staf f membe r wer e i n and out for th e next fiv e minutes .

REMARKS: "^^y Spok e with G. Christia n abou t the press reactio n o f that day
George told him that there were n o reports filed a s o f yet, but he would

give them t o the President as soo n a s the y were in . Aske d Busby and
McPherson t o write him a speech -  one to write it , th e othe r t o edit it .
Start wit h about 50 0 words and edit i t t o 400. Tol d them briefl y wha t he
wanted them t o say,
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JURY Saturda y
resident bega n hi s da y a t (Place ) Da y
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f o r t1 Activit y (includ e visite d by )

In Ou t L o L D

President spok e o f boy he met fro m Abilen e an d a  Mexican Bo y from
Corpus Christ i -  sai d he wante d tforapg c us t o watc h fo r letter s from the m •
because h e had promised to write t o them. (Mexica n boy's name : Garcia )

Captain Flanagan came i n to give th e President a  leather jacket and a cap but
they were bot h t o small .

10:45p Presiden t went to bed -  everyone departed .

10:45p 11:55 p Chie f Mills
11:10p po b

10: 55p 11:10p  To m Johnson wit h the report s tha t the press had filed from hi s briefin g
in the previous hour. Th e President wa s especially pleased with the
job tha t Ro b Pierpoint had done an d he  told To m to be sure to  tel l the

reporter thatt it was  th e mos t accurat e piec e o f reportin g that h e ha d see n
in a  very lon g time. Th e Pres. was  quit e satisfie d an d with thi s -  he
fell a sleep.



VH.TE HOUS E dat e Feb . 17,  1968
SENT LYNDO N B . JOHNSO N
DIARY Saturda y
President bega n hi s da y a t (Place ) Da y

-p- ,  Telephon eTime f  or t  Expend! -
1 1  Activit y (includ e visited by ) tur e

In Ou t L o L D T-, ™ ,- , .,..„ . Cod e

I PT = Pacifi c Tim e

11:05p Presiden t was awakened and dressed. 8:0 5
pacific time

11:15p Dinne r wa s serve d t o the President:
He ate steak , tomatoes , spinach , milk , die t pudding with 8:15  P T
artificial topping ; peach on lettuce

8:16 P T
11:16p Calle d fo r Ji m Jone s

11:17p Calle d fo r Sergean t Sweet, Th e Sergean t Major o f the Marin e Corps
Highest enlisted man i n the Marine Corps . H e has fou r purpl e
Hearts.

11:31P Lande d at El Torro .  5 4 degrees




