
VHITE HOUS E Dat e Marc h 31 , 196 8
SENT LYNDO N B . JOHNSO N
DIARY th e Whit e House Sunda y

President bega n hi s da y a t (Place ) -  Da y
Time Telephon e

i o r t1 1  Activit y (includ e visite d by )
In Ou t L o L D

7:05a Th e President and Mrs. Johnso n wen t t o the Sout h Grounds t o
wait fo r Lynd a wh o was du e to arrive fro m Californi a wher e sh e
had said goodby e to Chuc k last night .

7: 10 a Lynd a arrive d

7:14a Th e President, Mrs . Johnso n an d
Lynda t o th e secon d floo r

7:50a Th e President tol d th e operator tha t he wanted to talk to Mr . Kri m
as soo n a s sh e heard from him .

8:00a Breakfas t

8:19a t  Ji m Jone s

8:23a f  Edwi n Weisl , Sr . -  Ne w York Cit y

8:40a f  Mr . Arthu r Kri m -  housegues t

9:05a t  Dal e Meek s -  LB J Ranch

9:18a Th e President asked t o speak t o Mr . Jo e Mashma n

9: 35a Horac e Busb y t o th e secon d floor

9: 55a Th e President , accompanie d
by Mr . an d Mrs. Patric k Nugent
and Jim Jone s departe d the Whit e Hous e



10:00a Attende d Mas s a t St . Dominic' s Catholi c Church

10:50a Th e Presiden t departe d th e churc h an d went to the
Vice President' s residenc e
accompanied b y the Nugent s an d JR J

11:45a 12:02 p mjd r t o th e secon d floor



WHITE HOUS E Dat e Marc h 31 , 196 8
DENT LYNDO N B . JOHNSO N

DIARY th e W  hit e House Sunda y
President bega n hi s da y a t (Place ) Da y

Time Telephon e
f o r t1 1  Activit y (includ e visite d by )

In Ou t L o L D

12:00n Th e President returne d to the mansion.
accompanied by Nugents and JRJ

12:09p f  Mr . Josep h (Joe ) Mashman of Bell Helicopter Corporatio n - Ft . Worth , Te x

12:41p t  Wal t Rostow -  returnin g Rostow's 11:20 a cal l

_ 1:43 p t  Charle s Maguir e

2:06p m f t o th e secon d floor . Sgt . Gaddi s wa s sittin g a t th e tabl e i n th e
Center Hall , an d n o one seemed t o be around , sh e aske d th e Sg t
where th e President was , an d he replied , "i n the Treaty Room."

The Presiden t was sittin g th e Treaty Roo m at a  smal l ova l marble-topped
table, readin g a  handwritten draft (Busby' s firs t draf t o f the endin g for
tonight's speech ) Horac e Busb y was th e onl y other perso n i n the room .
The Presiden t read the draft aloud , makin g changes , pattin g his foo t a
good bit , showin g th e words t o mf, clarifyin g Busby' s handwriting , an d
doing som e editin g o f hi s own . Presiden t the n told m f t o typ e the
draft quickly , coun t the words an d sho w i t t o no one and retur n i t t o
him with severa l copies . A s he walked to the West Hall with mf,
he too k th e draf t from he r hands , an d asked he r t o wait. .  . he the n calle d
Mrs. Johnso n to join him along with th e Krims i n the West Hall. . . and
Pat and Luci. . . . and read the draft alou d to them. Ther e wa s n o comment.



Luci fough t bac k tears, Mrs . Johnso n seemed engrossed i n writing
something o n a 5x 7 White House pad .

2:15p LUNC H -
w/ Mrs . Johnso n
Mr. an d Mrs. Patric k Nugent
Mr. an d Mrs. Arthu r Kri m
Horace Busb y

2:40 2 : 59p Charle s Maguir e o n secon d floo r

2:42p 2:45 p m f to secon d floo r w / typewritte n copy  o f Busby' s firs t draft .
The Presiden t wa s a t th e lunc h table , an d took th e first cop y and
began readin g i t t o those a t th e table .



VHITE HOUSE  Date  March  31,  1968
>ENT LYNDON  B.  JOHNSON

, /m the  White House „  Sunday-•resident began  his  day  at  (Place ) Day  i

Time Telephone
i or  t1 1  Activity  (include  visited  by)

In Out  Lo  LD

2:55p To  the Oval  Office  -

2:56p t  Christian  - pl

2:57p 3:02p  Watson
3:37p Jones

Fleming
3:03p Christian

3:00p 3:01p  Liz  Carpenter

3:03p 3:36p  George  Christian

During this  time,  the  President  read  his  speech  fo r tonight  -
using teleprompter  and  before the  cameras.

After he  finished,  he  went to  the tickers as  the  teleprompter was
rewound.

J|
3:30p t  Walt  Rostow -  returning  his  call  (Mr.  Rostow  had called from his  home

while the  President was reading  his  speech  and  left word)
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3:38p Georg e Christia n i n

3:45p ~T ~ Wal t Rostow HHIZIZ^ZIZZIZIZZIZZ Z HZH
(President too k this cal l in mjdr's room )

3:47p T o the mansio n -  an d to his bedroo m _  fo r NA P
--after stoppin g i n mjdr's roo m to ask fo r "President's Truman' s withdrawa l remarks
in 195 2 - - i n March." Thi s wa s Truman's speec h to a J J Dinne r - - pertinen t excerpts

were taken , type d and sen t t o the mansion
3:50p t  Jone s - pl

3:54p t  Jone s - pl

4:11p t  Jone s - pl

' 3 c
4:54p t  Sec y Clifford (b )

506p t  McPherso n - pl

5:15p t  To m Johnson - pl

5:18p t  McPherson—-pl - Jone s - pl
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In Out  Lo  L D

5: 52p t  Jones  0  pl

5:55 6:25p  Hon.  Walt  Rostow
Hon. Averell  Harriman, Amb  at Large
Hon. Anatoly  F.  Dobrynin,  Ambassador of  the USSR  off  record

6:01p t  Christian  - pl

6:30p t  Jones  - pl

6: 32p f  Jone s

6:35p Busby  called mf  from  the  Treaty  Room  saying.  "I  need  some help.
I have another  draft  to  be typed."

mf went  to  the Treaty  Room,  and  Busby explained his  draft  and  inserts.
The President  joined soon  after, walking  in  w/ hands  in  pockets,
and saying,  "Buzz,  we're  going  down  to  the  line, it's  time.  .let's  see
what you  have. " The  President  made changes  and  edited the
draft these  are  indicated  on the drafts. . . .

He then  sat  down  and started to  write his own  words on  withdrawal,
using mf'  s steno  notebook,  but  did  not finish,  for  Busby  helped him
with several  words, and  they  were added  in  the President's  hand
on the yellow  page  draft.



6:50p Dow n th e elevato r w / Mrs . Johnso n and
xmcrxmrxbofrx: mf an d Ji m Jone s who had com e t o escort th e Presiden t t o th e office .

On the elevator , th e President sai d tha t he wa s goin g t o practice on e more
time an d tha t he shoul d get hold o f Terry Sanford . Ji m explaine d that
Sanford wa s a n a n airplane, an d coul d no t be reached .

6:55p Mr . an d Mrs. Arthu r Krim t o office

mf typin g secon d draf t - -
finished i t an d too k i t t o Buzz i n the Treat y Room

After Buz z had rea d i t an d was assured tha t thi s wa s hi s las t draft- - ,
it wa s a t thi s poin t tha t th e figure &Jtfeaeai&m. 6 4 months was change d
to 52 . . . . Buzz realize d tha t he had miscounted.

mf the n started fo r the office. .  . for th e President had already said the
first tw o pages coul d go to the teleprompter people . . . but met th e
President a t th e elevator a t

7:37p an d the Presiden t stoppe d a t the des k where the Sergeant usually sit s
in th e Cente r Hall, an d looked at thi s fina l draft . Onc e more , h e mad e
changes. H e aske d m f t o ge t Buz z wh o was i n th e Treat y Roo m — he
joined. Peopl e were milling about . Pa t walke d through the Hall. . .

\ Mrs . Johnso n went to her room . .  . Mr. an d Mrs. Kri m were sittin g
at a  card tabl e i n the Wes t Hall Th e President the n tol d m f t o
go ahead wit h th e changes , m f aske d i f sh e coul d now give th e firs t
two page s t o th e feo ie pitman)! t>̂  teleprompter people , an d th e
President replied i n the affirmative.



*H.TE HOUSE  Date  March  31,  1968
DENT LYNDON  B.  JOHNSON

DIARY
President began  his  day at (Place ) the  White  House  Day  Sunda y

Time Telephone
f or  t

1 1  Activity  (include  visited  by)
In Out  Lo  LD

mf to  office  --  gave  ibcEfcxtx  last two  pages to  the  teleprompter  people.

7:43p Mr.  and  Mrs. Steve Martini  to  the
second floor  -  waited  for  a  bit

7:55p Marvin  Watson  to  second  floor

8:05p t  Walt  Rostow

8:07p f  General  Earle  Wheeler

8: 10p JRJ  took  the  last  page  of  the draft  which  mf  had  been  holding
to the  mansion  and  asked the  President  if  he was  ready  for  it
to go  to  the  teleprompter  people.  He  replied  in  the  affirmative,
and Jim  took  it  to  the  teleprompter  people.

mf then  went  to the  press  office  to  type  the  ending  to  the  speech  on
soft white  bond.  After  finishing,  she  made  one  xerox  -- for  the
President had sent  instructions  that  he wanted  30  copies available
for quick  press handout after the  speech.

Final pages  of  the  President's  speech  were put  in the  President's
speech book at  8:55p

8:25p Secy  and Mrs. Clark  Clifford  to  the second  floor

8:33p Mr.  and  Mrs. Walt  Rostow to  second  floor

8:42p The  President  to  the  Oval  Office  w/
Marvin Watson.

Walt Rostow
and Jim  Jones



8:45p Luc i and Pa t t o th e West Wing -  an d t o th e Ova l Offic e

8: 52p Mrs . Johnso n t o th e Ova l Offic e

8: 52p Sec y Cliffor d an d Horace Busby t o th e
West Win g --
Secy Cliffor d watche d the firs t £ft:xaa±HH:te c 1 0 minutes o f th e speec h
in mjdr's roo m w/ m f

8:56p Lynd a t o Ova l Offic e

9:00p Wal t Rostow t o secon d floo r

9:01p REMARK S to th e Natio n
(live television )
The President' s famil y wa s wit h him i n the Ova l Offic e

' ' Afte r hi s speech , th e Presiden t an d hi s family , walke d ou t th e
door o f his office , dow n the colonnade . Stoppe d to invit e m f t o
dinner an d saw tha t sh e wa s watchin g television . H e got interested
and cam e i n the offic e an d said , "Wha t ar e the y saying? " an d then
decided to go into his little roo m to watch al l thre e networks . .  . .
followed b y Mrs. Johnson , Luc i and Pat an d Lynda .

9:46p f  Mayo r Richar d Dale y -  Chicag o
The President too k the call  from th e lounge, an d the Mayo r said . "We'r e goin g t o
draft you . Yo u droppe d the biggest bombshel l by announcing that yo u will not



VHITE HOUSE  Date  Marc h 31,  1968
DENT LYNDON  B.  JOHNSON
DIARY

President began  his day at (Place)  the  White  House _  Day  Sunday

Time Telephone
f o r t

1 1  Activity  (include  visited  by)
In Out  Lo  LD

be a  candidate  for  nomination  fo r another  term  as my  President. "

9:49p f  The  Vice  President  -  Mexico  City

9:50p f  Governor  John  Connally  -  Austin.  Tex

9:58p William  S. White  called  --  talked  to  Jim  Jones"  office

&6&PC

10:05p Th e President  and  Mrs. Johnson  to  the second
floor accompanied  by  Secy Clifford

10:07p The  President a sked for  Secy  Rusk he  was  in  the air  -
Walt Rostow  talked on  the call  later in  the  evening

10:08p mf  to  the  second  floor  -
the President  was in  the West Hall --  wearing  his  blue  turtle  neck  shirt,
w/ Mrs.  Johnson,
Secy and  Mrs. Clark  Clifford
Hon. and  Mrs. Walt  Rostow

. Mr.  and  Mrs Patrick  Nugent
' an d Lynda

Mr. and  Mrs. Arthur  Krim

10:15p 10:47p  Hon  Leonard Marks
10:47p Mr.  Douglass  Cater

and Okamoto  to  the  second  floor



10:11p f  Mrs . Eugen e McCarthy in Milwaukee . Wise . (b.)

10:13p Justic e Forta s calle d -  talke d t o Jim Jone s

The President too k many of these call s i n his bedroom--other s
he too k whil e sittin g i n th e West Hall.

10:14p f  Hon . Willar d Deaso n
, Th e Presiden t tol d Deaso n "polish u p o n you r dominoes , we'r e goin g t o

be happy, an d give m y love t o Jeannie . "

10:20p t  Harr y McPherso n -
telling him t o get busy on a speech for tomorro w -
Chicago, Nat l Asso c of Broadcasters

10:25p 12:35 p Mr . an d Mrs . Simo n McHug h t o second floor
10:26p f  Secr etary Wirtz {&')
10:26p 10:40 p Mik e Manato s

- ^BBB » 11:00 p an d Secy and Mrs. Wilbu r Cohe n to second floor

10:27p f  Bil l Moyers -  Lon g Island
--in bedroom

10:30p f  Senato r Joh n Sparkman. Huntsville . Ala . (b.)
10:36p f  Senato r Clinto n Anderso n

10: 33p f  Georg e Reedy

10:45p Talulla h Bankhea d calle d -  talke d t o Jim Jone s
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10:45p mjd r t o second floo r
10:50p DINNE R -  o n trays i n Wes t Hal l -  peopl e millin g abou t '
10:51p f  Mrs . Ovet a Cul p Hobb y and Mrs. Georg e Brow n -  Houston . Te x

10:54p Georg e Christia n to the secon d floo r -  th e President greeted him b y saying, "Georg e yo u better
get yoursel f a  drink, "--the Presiden t appeared t o think tha t GC needed one

10:57p f  Marialle n Moursund -  Roun d Mountain, Te x -
President said , "Tel l Jessie (Hunter ) that I  love her. ..." and Mrs. Johnso n

took th e phon e t o sa y hell o als o '

10:58p f  Dr . Fran k Stanton. Ne w York Cit y (b.)

11:00p Th e Presiden t to the Yello w Ova l Room
" 11:40 p fo r PRES S CONFERENCE



11:06p f  Amb . Goldber g -  N Y C

11: 11 p f  E . Palme r Hoyt , Denver . Colo .

11:15p f  Willia m S . Whit e

(there i s som e proble m reconcilin g thes e call s wit h the Press conferenc e
time and the operator's tim e o n their log. Th e Presiden t di d talk o n them .

; bu t fro m his bedroo m an d w e think that becaus e th e switchboar d wa s
so crwode d and flooded , ther e wa s som e discrepancy . )

• snatche s o f conversation :
Arthur Krim , tryin g t o be humorous, "No w you don't have t o mak e
that Californi a commitment , an d we don't have t o worr y abou t Indiana. "

Okie takin g pictures . .  . most peopl e talking in small groups i n low tones.
Somebody said i t sounde d an d looked lik e a  funeral parlor . Th e only one
evidencing any enthusiasm wa s the President. . . and the President spen t
much o f this tim e o n the telephone .

Lynda tol d the Presiden t that today Chuc k received $50 0 pay tax free a s
a resul t o f being i n Vietnam . Sec y Clifford joined i n the discussion , an d
the Presiden t explaine d tha t wonderful thing s have bee n done . "I f the
Marines are i n there shootin g and they ask fo r ai r cover , no w the man
who pick s u p th e phon e i s of f th e groun d in fiv e minutes . I  djLK9O?ecxixHLi$. k

sure don't want an y delay, an d wan t to giv e the m al l th e hel p I  can. "

Wilbur Cohe n and his wif e stoppe d by to say goodnight . .  . "Im' working
Q o n a house fo r yo u in Johnso n City . " said the President . . ."you and

your wif e ca n live there." H e told the group . "Wilbu r wa s a  friend o f
mine before anybod y else eve r knew him. "  Cohe n replied, "You'r e a  great



Date March  31,  r968

Day

E
Activity (include  visited  by)

President, we  seik^^paxxxeaiAx wish you could  be our  President  for  four
more years.  "

Lynda quips,  "Can  I  go to England now?"

Lynda talking  to  Secy Clifford  about  R  and R  for Chuck  -- President
needles her.  . . • "Yes, and  if  he  re-enlists, he  gets  another  R  &  R.  "
laughter.

Lynda talking  about  London,  and  encouraging her mother  to  go  to
the Greek Isles.

Mrs. Johnson  having her dinner.  . . Wal t Rostow on the floor at  her
knees, talking  quietly  to  her.

President talking  on  the phone.  .... clenching and unclenching his  fist,
and patting  his foot.

He asked  mjdr  about  his chocolate  dessert  -- was  it dietic?

He told  Vicky  McHugh that  one  of  the things  which  motivated his
decision was  that  he wanted to have more  time  to  babysit.

And just before  going into  the Yello w Oval Room  for  press  conference,
he invited  Secy Clifford  to  go  with  him. . . ."Do you want to go in
here and subject yourself  to  a little scrutiny?"



11:17p Sargent  Shriver  called  the President. . .talked to mf
"I know your switchboard  is  swamped.  . .I'm at home. . .just sick.  . .
I want to express my  regrets and  my sorrow. .  . I'd be honored if  he
could call  me back,  but  I  don't want  to bother him."  :

11:20p pjdbZff  11:47p  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marvin  Watson  and  Larry Temple  to  second  floor
11:21p Governor  Nelson  Rockefelle r called  the  President.  •  •  • talked to  mf

"Tell him that  Happy  and  I  watched him, we  thought he was  fabulous,
his friends  are  with  him 100%.  He's a  great  patriot,  we're  both  devoted
to him and  just wanted  to reach out  to him at  this  time.  "

11:30p Warrie  Lynn  Smith to  second  floor
11:38p Ernest  Goldstein  called  the  President. . . talked to  mf

just offering  love  and  support, am  in  the office. . want to help

11:39p Cong  Jack  Brooks called  the  President  -  from  Beaumont,  Texas
talked to  mf. ... in the Center Hall.  . .
but as  the  President  walked  out  of  the Yellow  Oval Room,  he  took  the
phone and  talked  to  the Congressman

11:40p 11:47p  Charles  Maguire,  Bill  Blackburn  and Jack  McNulty  to second  floor -  standing  around in
Center Hall

Greeted Marian  and  Marvin Watson  who were standing  in the Center  Hall.
He told  Marian  he  thought  she was  the prettiest  thing  he'd ever  seen,

and that  he  had  seen  a  good  photograph of  her the  other  day.  He  read  some
papers which  MW  was  carrying in  his hand. . . .

and then  went  back in  the  MySq^TrxyTTprx-y*:  West Hall
joining
the Krims,
Cliffords
McHughs
and Nugents
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The Presiden t watched the televised news an d analyses of his announcement. . . .
and then watched Ray Scherer a s h e broadcast remarks o n what happened in the
Yellow Ova l Room .

11:59p t  Governo r Nelso n Rockefelle r -  NY C - (b )
returning hi s call

(took this cal l in the Bedroo m

11:59p C . P . Littl e calle d the President -  talke d t o Willi e Da y Taylor

12:10a ~  Bac k to West Hall. .. ~
Greeted Warri e Lyn n Smith - - laughing , " I though t you were of f gettin g
Married. . . what happened to that Davidso n fellow?"

12:12a Clifford s ou t
The Presiden t jodctoedxisaifa c joked wit h Mr . Kri m -- kfrna x I  may have to
learn t o drive tha t helicopter now .

' Th e President chuckle d an d said tha t "Now Nelson Rockefeller i s
reassessing things."

Talking abou t hi s announcement he said, " I never wa s any surer o f any decision
I ever mad e i n my life, an d I never mad e an y more unselfish one . I  have
525,000 me n whos e ver y live s depen d on what I  do. an d I can't worry about
the primaries. No w I  will be working ful l tim e fo r thos e me n ou t there.
I don't nee d t o worry, an d the onl y guys tha t won't be back here by the tim e
my term ends ias x are th e guy s that a c left i n the las t da y or two . I  think
the boys ther e wil l be glad tha t I'm working fo r them . "

Lynda tol d her Dadd y that sh e though t tha t som e o f the boys migh t ge t



discouraged whe n the y heard the announcement , an d the Presiden t
took car e o f her fear s b y saying agai n tha t he though t they would be
glad to know he was working ful l tim e for them . "Don' t worry abou t
the boys," h e said , "they'll do better tha n mos t o f us."

12:15p To m Johnso n ou t

12:45p Ji m Jones , Georg e Christian , Mari e Fehmer an d Juanit a Robert s out

1:00a retire d

HOUSEGUESTS;
Mr. an d Mra. Arthu r Kri m
Mr. Sa m Houston Johnso n
Mr. an d Mrs. Patric k Nugent and Lyn
Mrs. Lynd a Rob b


